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Raising Godly GenerationsMark

 Bible Synthesis V

OVERVIEW OF MARK

Review: A Look at the Four Gospels: 
•	 We have four records but one Gospel.
•	 We have four biographies but one  life. 
•	 We have four witnesses but one Person. 
•	 We have four records with but one purpose. 
•	 We have four pictures of the one Person. 

•	 Matthew	 -	 demonstrates	 -	 the coming of a promised Saviour 

•	 Mark	 -	 depicts	 -	 the life of a powerful Saviour 

•	 Luke	 -	 declares	 -	 the grace of a perfect Saviour 

•	 John	 -	 describes	 -	 the possession of a personal Saviour

• Matthew   -	 Christ the King - “Behold, the King” (Zech. 9:9) 
The Lion (Ezek. 1:5-14; Rev. 4:6-8) 

• Mark	     -	 Christ the Servant - “Behold my Servant” (Isa. 42:1) 
The Ox (Ezek. 1:5-14; Rev. 4:6-8) 

• Luke	     -	 Christ the man - “Behold the man” (Zech. 6:12)   
The Man (Ezek. 1:5-14; Rev. 4:6-8) 

• John	     -	 Christ, the Son of God - “Behold your God” (Isa. 40:9) 
The Eagle (Ezek. 1:5-14; Rev. 4:6-8) 

•	The “Branch” is spoken of in four Old Testament Passages as 
follows: 

•	 Matthew  -    “a King shall reign and prosper”  	—      Jer. 23:5 

•	 Mark	     -    “my Servant the Branch” 	 —      Zech. 3:8 

•	 Luke	     -    “The Man whose name is the Branch” — Zech. 6:12

•	 John	     -    “The Branch of the LORD”	 —      Isa. 4:2 

Mark, or John Mark, as he is often called, failed the Lord by 
departing from the work in leaving Paul and Barnabas as they 
went into Asia Minor (Acts 13:13). Later, after spending some 
time with Barnabas, he no doubt repented, learned, and became 
“profitable for the ministry” (II Tim. 4:11). In this Gospel, Mark 
presents the Lord Jesus Christ as the Servant of the Lord. This is 
the way we present Him in the outline and overview. 
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SUMMARY OF MARK 

•	 Mark 1: 

1.	 Preparation of the Servant 	    —1:1-13 

1.	 Preparation by John the Baptist 	—1:1-8 

•	 “The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God” 
—	Here begins the Gospel (Good News) of God. 
— Jesus is presented here as the Son of God —1:1 

•	 John the Baptist is introduced:

-1.	 By quoting the Old Testament Prophets 	 —1:2-3 
•	 With Mark 1:2 — Mal. 3:1 
•	 With Mark 1:3 — Isa. 40:3 

-2.	 By preaching the baptism of repentance 	 —1:4-6 
•	 It is “repentance for the remission of sins” —1:4 
-	 “remission,” Gr. áphesis, “a dismissal, release” it is used of the 
forgiveness of sins. From aphieme, lit.  “to send away.”  

•	 Many came to Him and were baptized, “confessing their 
sins” —1:5 

•	 What sort of person was John? —1:6 

-3.	 By speaking of One greater than himself 	 —1:7-8 
•	 John confessed that he was not worthy to “unloose” the 
latchet of Jesus’ shoes [Not even worthy to untie His shoes!] 
—1:7 

•	 Christ will baptize with the Holy Ghost —1:8 
-	 [This is mentioned as being a future event in Matt. 3:11; Mark 
1:8; Luke 3:16; John 1:26-27, 30-34; and Acts 1:5. All of those 
are prior to Pentecost. Following Pentecost (Acts 2) it is never 
mentioned as being prospective (future), for the promise was 
fulfilled on that day. Today, when we believe we are at once 
baptized into the Body of Christ (I Cor. 12:12-13).] 

2.	 Preparation by His baptism 	 —1:9-11 
•	 Observe how Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are all active in the 
baptism: 
-	 The Son — submitting to baptism —1:9 
-	 The Holy Spirit — descending upon Him —1:10 
-	 The Father — testifying, “Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased” —1:11 

3.	 Preparation by His Temptation 	—1:12-13 
•	 Notice the part of the Holy Spirit in His temptation —1:12 
-	 Mark says that the Spirit “driveth Him into the wilderness” — Matthew 
and Luke say that the Spirit “led” Him. Mark is the Gospel of action, 
of forcefulness. 

•	 The Spirit acted quickly — “immediately.” 
•	 The temptation: 40 days 
-	 He was tempted of Satan 

Mark 1:1–13 — What factors of Christ’s preparation 
are given here in Mark? How is the Lord Jesus 
Christ presented as the Servant of the Lord by 
these factors?
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-	 There were wild beasts 
-	 The angels ministered to Him 

Note: Matthew and Luke give more detail, while Mark merely mentions 
the temptation. 

2.	 Ministry of the Servant in Galilee	 	 	   	
	 	 	 	 	 —1:14 — 7:23 

1.	 The beginning of His ministry 	 —1:14-20 
(1)	 It was in Galilee 	 —1:14-15 

•	 There He preached “the gospel of the Kingdom of God” 
—1:14 
-	 Where Matthew emphasized the Kingdom of Heaven (or of the 

heavens), Mark says “Kingdom of God.” 

•	 Jesus said, “The time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God is 
at hand; repent and believe the Gospel.” —1:15 
-	 Again, repentance and faith go hand in hand. This is a new com-
mand to them. 

(2)	 He called His first disciples 	 —1:16-20 

•	 Simon (Peter) and Andrew (brothers) —1:16–18 
-	 “I will make you to become fishers of men” —1:17 
-	 They forsook heir nets and followed Him —1:18 
—	They did it “straightway,” meaning immediately. 

•	 James and John, sons of Zebedee —1:19-20 
-	 They left their father and followed Him —1:20 
—	Again, He called them “straightway.” 
—	Their father had servants. 

2.	 His power and authority are manifested	 —1:21 – 3:12 
(1)	 Casting out a devil 	 	                               —1:21-28 

•	 Time and place — The Sabbath day in the Synagogue in Ca-
pernaum (the home of Peter, Andrew, James and John — and 
later of Christ) —1:21 
-	 Note His move to the city of Capernaum. —Matt. 4:13 

•	 He taught — How? As one having authority, and not as the 
Scribes —1:22 
-	 He was the Authority, but they only quoted their “authorities,” 
which were Scribes which had gone on before them. 
—	Notice His authority in various areas discussed below. 

-	 His authority, like that of a king. “Where the word of the king is, 
there is power …” (Eccl. 8:4). 

•	 The man with the unclean spirit —1:23-26 

-1.	 He was in their synagogue —1:23a 
-	 How often does the devil get into our Churches, or in any place 
where God should be preeminent. 

-2.	 He cried out in recognition of Jesus: “I know thee who 
thou art, the Holy One of God.” —1:23b-24 
-	 Did the crowd not hear the man? Note their question in 1:27, 
and compare Acts 2:22. 

Mark 1:14–45 — How does Christ’s beginning 
ministry here in Galilee present Him as the 
Servant of the Lord?
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•3.	 Jesus rebuked him and bade the unclean spirit to come 
out —1:25 

•4.	 The unclean spirit came out, but only after he had torn 
the man and cried with a loud voice. —1:26 

•	 Their amazement —1:27-28 
-	 His fame spread abroad. —1:28 

(2)	 Healing Peter’s mother-in-law 	 	                —1:29-31 

•	 It was still the sabbath (1:21). 

•	 It was in the house of Peter and Andrew in Capernaum 
—1:29 
-	 James and John were with them. 

•	 “Simon’s wife’s mother” – sick of a fever —1:30 
-	 Peter was married, despite what Romanists teach. 

•	 He healed her, and she ministered to them —1:31 
-	 Instant healing! 

(3)	 Casting out many devils and healing many             —1:32–34 

•	 It was “when the sun had set,” marking the end of the sabbath, 
so they came —1:32a 

•	 All the city was gathered at the door (of Peter’s house) —1:33 

•	 He healed the sick and cast out the devils —1:32b, 34 

(4)	 His prayer and preaching	 	               —1:35–39 

•	 A great while before day he went apart to pray —1:35 
-	 If He needed prayer, how much more do we! 

•	 Simon and the others followed Him —1:36 
•	 He went into the next towns (through Galilee) preaching 
—1:37–39 
-	 Did He arrive at this decision through prayer, or was it because of 
the disciples’ statement (1:37)? 

-	 Note His reason for his movement: “… for therefore came I forth.” 
—1:37 

(5)	 The healing of a leper 	 	               —1:40–45 

•	 The leper came to Him —1:40 

•	 He healed the man immediately —1:41–42 
-	 Jesus was moved with compassion. 
-	 He touched the man. 
-	 The leprosy departed immediately. 

•	 He charged the man —1:43-44
-	 “See thou say nothing to any man …” —1:44a 
-	 “… shew thyself to the Priest, and offer … for a testimony unto 
them” —1:44b 
—	See Lev. 14:2-8 for how they would be a testimony to the 

Priest. 

•	 The man disobeyed, bringing more crowds —1:45 
-	 Jesus could not enter the city any more but had to stay in the des-

ert. 
-	 This was because people had come to Him from everywhere. 
—	The man had not obeyed Jesus but published it  everywhere. 
—	Even the devils obeyed Him (3:12), but not this man. 
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•	 Mark 2: 

(6)	 Healing one sick of the palsy 	 	                 —2:1–12 
[cf. Matt. 9:1–8; Luke 5:17–26] 

•	 He was again in Capernaum —2:1–2 
-	 Capernaum was “his own city” (Matt. 9:1). 
-	 People heard and thronged Him —2:2a 
—	There was no room for Him to receive them. 

-	 He preached the Word to them —2:2b 

•	 Four men brought Him a man “sick of the palsy” —2:3–5 
-	 “palsy,” Gr. paralutikós, “paralytic.” 
-	 They could not get near Him “for the press” (of the crowd). 
—2:4a 

Today we have a different kind of “Press” keeping men 
from Christ. It is the media. Oh! What a responsibility 
they have! 

-	 They let down the bed through the roof —2:4b 

•	 How He handled the situation —2:5–11 

-1.	 Forgiving sin —2:5–7 
-	 When He saw their faith —2:5a 
— No doubt this refers to the faith of all 5 men, at least it refers 

to that of the 4 who bore him. Though probably the faith 
of the sick is also meant.  

—	The works of these men demonstrated their faith. The man 
was helpless and they knew who could heal the palsied 
man. The helpless man must also have known. 

-	 “Son, thy sins be forgiven thee” — But the man came for 
healing. This will be a demonstration of His Deity [Cf. Acts 
2:22]. —2:5b 

-	 In their hearts the Scribes accuse Him of blasphemy: “Who 
can forgive sins but God only?’ —2:6–7 

-2.	 Discerning and questioning —2:8–10 
-	 Jesus perceived what the critics were thinking —2:8a 
—	See John 2:24–25; Acts 1:24 — He is Omniscient! 

-	 He let them know that He knew what they were thinking 
—2:8b 

-	 He asks them a question which should have pointed them to 
His Deity —2:9–10 
—	The fact that He could heal revealed that He had power to 

forgive. They were definitely helpless to heal! Only God 
can heal a paralyzed man. He is God.

-3.	 Healing the man — 2:11–12 
-	 He spoke: “Arise, and take up thy bed and go thy way into 
thine house.” —2:11 

-	 The man was healed —2:12 
—	The healing was immediate. 
—	It was evident: He arose immediately. 
—	They were amazed and glorified God, saying, “We never 

saw it on this fashion.” 

(7)	 The call of Levi (Matthew) 	 	               —2:13–20 
[Matt. 9:9–15; Luke 5:27–35] 

•	 Where? By the sea side. He was teaching —2:13 

•	 Levi, son of Alphæus (Matthew) was sitting at the “receipt of 

Mark 2 — How does Jesus Christ, God the Son, 
continue to manifest His power as the Servant 
of the Lord?
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custom” (His place of business) —2:14a 
-	 Levi was a Publican, a tax collector. To the Jews such men were 
traitors, for they collected taxes for Rome. 

•	 The Lord called him to follow and he did so immediately (no 
hesitation) —2:14b 

•	 Matthew had a dinner for Jesus with Publicans and sinners 
—2:15 
-	 We too must have a burden for our old unsaved friends and try to 
bring them to Jesus. 

•	 The criticism of the Scribes and Pharisees —2:16-17 
-	 His answer: “They that are whole have no need of the physician, 
but they that are sick: I came not to call the righteous, but sinners 
to repentance” —2:17 
—	It is His admission that they were sinners (so were the Scribes 

and Pharisees, but they did not know it). 
—	It is a statement of His mission. 
—	How can the “righteous” enter His Kingdom? See Phil. 3:4–9. 

And then see Rom. 3:10–18, 23. 

•	 Second accusation and His answer —2:18-20 
-	 Why do John’s disciples fast, but yours don’t —2:18 
-	 He then gives His answer to their question of 2:18. —2:19-22 
—	Why? Because He is the bridegroom, and He is with them, so 

they rejoice. —2:19 
—	His disciples are “the children of the bridechamber.” The Bible 

says what it means and means what it says. The disciples were 
not the Bride. His Church is the Bride. 

—When the Bridegroom is taken from them, then they shall fast. 
—2:20 

(8)	 Comparison of the new and the old 	                —2:21-22 
-	 Parable of the cloth and the bottles. 

•	 Two parables which show that He is presenting a Gospel 
which is entirely new: 

-1.	 New cloth would shrink, the old had already shrunk 
—2:21 
-	 He did not patch up the old system (the Law), nor does He 
merely patch up the old life. John (2:18) lived under Law. 
Christ is redemption! See II Cor. 5:17 [II Cor. 3:3-18; Heb. 
8:10-13. 

-2.	 The old “bottle” (wineskin) had already stretched, new 
wine would burst an old bottle —2:22 
-	 The old man cannot contain the new joy! 

(9)	 He is Lord of the sabbath 	 	                —2:23-28 
-	 His authority over the sabbath. 

•	 It was lawful to glean (Deut. 23:25). But the Scribes considered 
gleaning to be work. They taught that it was a form of reaping. 
Jesus and His disciples were doing this on the Sabbath (see 
Ex. 34:21). 

-1.	 David ate the showbread (which was for the Priests) 
because he had need (I Sam. 21:1-6) —2:25-26 
•	 David had lied, though there was a need,  he needed food. 

-2.	 The Sabbath was made for man — It was made because 
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man has need of rest. 
•	 Man was not made for the Sabbath — That is, God did not 
create man to observe that special day. But man needs rest, 
and the Sabbath was given to provide for that rest. 

•	 The Sabbath was not intended to be a tyrant. Not a cold, heart-
less formality to be served by man. 

•	 Besides, He is Lord of the Sabbath —2:28 
-	 Jesus was demonstrated to be: 
-1.	Lord of truth (1:22). He taught with authority. 
-2.	Lord over demon powers (1:27). He commanded unclean spirits 

with authority and they obeyed Him.
-3.	Lord of all (2:5, 9–10). He forgave sins. He was Lord with 

authority. 
-4.	Lord of life (2:11–12). He healed the sick. 

•	 Mark 3: 

(10)	 In the hardness of their hearts they test Him 	 —3:1-6 

•	 In the Synagogue again —3:1-2 
-	 It was on the Sabbath day —3:2 
·	 This is their second criticism with regard to the Sabbath. This 
time it is an effort to entrap Him. 

-	 A man with a withered hand — perhaps a plant to test Him 
— They watched “that they might accuse Him.” 

•	 He healed the man —3:3–5 

-1.	 He called the man forth —3:3 
-	 Thus the man became the focus of attention. 

-2.	 He questioned the accusers —3:4 
-	 They were concerned about obeying the Law. He asked, 
“Is it lawful to do good on the Sabbath days or to do 
evil? to save life, or to kill?” —3:4a 

-	 They did not answer Him (They could not). —3:4b 
·	 They themselves had perverted the Sabbath. They 
also took counsel on the Sabbath to kill Him (3:6). 
Consider in light of 3:4. 

-3.	 He was angered and grieved —3:5a 
-	 He was grieved for the hardness of their hearts. 	
[It would take a hard hearted person to not want such a man 
healed on any day of the week!] 

-4.	 He healed the man —3:5b 

•	 They took counsel how they might destroy Him —3:6 
-	 They met with the Herodians, their enemies. The Herodians 
were a political group which supported the dynasty of the 
Herods. The Pharisees hated them. Enemies will become 
allies when opposing God. The Herodians are spoken of in 
connection with the Pharisees in Mark 8:15 and 12:13-17. 

-	 “destroy” = apollumi – “to destroy utterly; loss, not of being, 
but of well being” 	
• The word can mean death, but not necessarily. They may well 
have intended His death, since He referred to that when He said, 
“Is it lawful … to save life, or to kill?” (3:4) 

Mark 3:1–12 — Finally, how does Jesus Christ, God 
the Son, manifest His power as the Servant of 
the Lord?
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(11)	 He tried to withdraw from the crowds 	                 —3:7–12 

•	 He withdrew to the sea, and called for a small ship —3:7, 9 
-	 This withdrawal was not cowardice, just good sense. There are a 
number of “withdrawals” of various kinds in Mark’s Gospel: Mark 
1:35; 3:7, 13; 6:31, 46; 7:24; 9:2; 10:1; 14:32-ff. 

•	 Multitudes followed Him —3:7b–8, 9b 
-	 Where did they come from? —3:8 
-	 He did not want the crowd to “throng” Him. “throng” = simply 
means to press, or to crowd. —3:9b 

•	 They sought healing. Notice how —3:10 
•	 What did the unclean spirits do when they saw Him? And 
what did they confess? —3:11 

•	 He charged them not to make Him known. —3:12 
-	 Contrast what the cured leper did in 1:44–45. 
-	 Why did He charge them to not make Him known? He did not 
want the testimony of demons. See Mark 1:34; Acts 16:16–18. He 
wants the testimony of men and women who have been redeemed 
(cf. 5:19–20). 

3.	 He calls the twelve 	 	 	            —3:13–21 
(1)	 He called “unto Him whom He would” 	 	 —3:13 

•	 He went to a mountain (Luke said He prayed all night —Luke 
6:12). 

•	 His calling was a sovereign act. He called first, then He or-
dained them. 

“ordained,” Grk. poiéo, “to make” (Vine); “to (make i.e.) 
constitute or appoint one anything” (Thayer). Thus, at this 
time Jesus made twelve. See Mark 4:10; 6:7; 9:35; 10:32; 
11:11; 14:10, 17, 20, 43. Then see Matt. 19:28 and Acts 
1:16-26 (espec. 1:17), and finally Acts 6:2. 

•	 They came to Him (obedience). 

(2)	 He ordained twelve — for what purposes?              —3:14-15 
[Matt. 10:1–4; Luke 6:12–16] 

•	 “… that they should be with Him” 
-	 See Acts 1:21-22 — They would be witnesses of His resurrection. 
Also see something else about them in Heb. 2:3-4. 

•	 “… that He might send them forth to preach” [He called them 
“Apostles” (lit., sent ones) —Luke 6:13.] 
[Matthew and Luke say much more about this sending.] 

•	 To have power to heal sicknesses

•	 To cast out devils

(3)	 The twelve: 
-1.	 Simon – whom He surnamed Peter 
-2.	 James – son of Zebedee 
-3.	 John - brother of James — Both called “Boanerges” (sons 

of thunder) 
-4.	 Andrew 
-5.	 Philip 

Mark 3:13–21 — How does Jesus’ calling of the 
twelve apostles relate to us today?
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-6.	 Bartholomew 
-7.	 Matthew 
-8.	 Thomas 
-9.	 James - son of Alphæus (the second James) 

-10. Thaddaeus 
-11.	 Simon - the Canaanite (the second Simon) 
-12.	 Judas Iscariot - “which also betrayed Him” 

(4)	 They went into a house but were thronged            —3:19b–20 

•	 The crowds were so bad that they could not even eat. 

(5)	 His friends try to rescue Him 	 	 	      —3:21 

•	 “Friends” – lit., those beside (para) or near Him, or those 
belonging to Him  – It could refer to next of kin as well as friends. 
See 3:31–35. 
-	 Did they brand Him a fanatic? 

•	 They sought to take Him by force (“lay hold on Him”). 

•	 “He is bedside Himself.” 
-	 Grk. exístemi, (ex, out of, and hístemi, “to stand.”), lit., “to stand 
out of.” What did they mean by this? They thought He was out of 
His mind. [See W. E. Vine, Expository Dictionary of New Testament 
Words.] 

4.	 The beginnings of their rejection 	             —3:22-35 
[See the accounts of Matthew (9:34; 12:24-32) and Luke (11:14-26).] 

(1)	 They accused Him of working with Satan               —3:22-30 

-1.	 The accusation —3:22 	
-	 The accusers: Scribes from Jerusalem 
-	 “He hath Beelzebub (meaning, “lord of flies”), and by the prince 
of the devils casteth He out devils” 

-2.	 His answer —3:23-27 
-	 Shows how ridiculous their accusation was. 
-	 How could Satan cast out Satan? He would be an insurrectionist 
against himself. 

-	 The essence of His answer: “If a house be divided against itself, 
that house cannot stand” — Satan would not be against himself. 
—3:23-26 

-	 Showing His own authority: He entered Satan’s house and bound 
him. Now He is spoiling Satan’s house. —3:27 
—	Compare Col. 2:14-15. 

-3.	 His judgment pronounced upon them —3:28-30 
-	 All sins and blasphemies shall be forgiven —3:28 
-	 But the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven 
—3:29 
—	Also see Matt. 12:31-32 and see my note on that passage. 
—	“blaspheme” = To speak injuriously, or speech which defames 

the Divine Majesty (In this case, the Holy Spirit). 
-	 Why did He pronounce this judgment? —3:30 

(2)	 Those who obey are His family 	               —3:31–35 
•	 His fleshly family called for Him —3:31–32 
-	 Possibly seeking to save Him from the crowds. 

Mark 3:22–35 — In this passage how do we see the 
beginnings of their rejection of Jesus?
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-	 Maybe also thinking Him to be beside Himself (cf. v. 21).  

•	 Who are His brother, sister, and mother? What is the criterion? 
—3:35 
-	 What is the will of God? See John 6:38-40 
-	 See I John 2:17 
-	 He is not ashamed to call us brethren —see Heb. 2:11 (2:9-18). 
Also see Phil. 2:5-8. 

-	 He did not disown His family, they had disowned Him, because 
they did not believe Him. 
—	See John 7:3-5. But later they did own Him. 

•	Mark 4:  

5.	 Four parables 		 	 	 	 —4:1-34 

(1)	 Parable of the sower 	 	 	 	 —4:1-20 
[Matt. 13:1-23; Luke 8:4-15] 

•	 The Parable —4:1-13 
-	 Teaching from a boat —4:1 
—	He was in Galilee at this time. 

-	 The sower and 4 kinds of soil: 

-1.	 By the way side —4:4 
-	 Fowls (Satan) took the seed before it could sprout. [4:15] 

-2.	 Stony ground —4:5-6 
-	 Immediately receive the Word with gladness, but have no 
root in themselves [4:16-17]. 

·	 Affliction and persecution for the Word will offend them 
(cause them to stumble). 

-3.	 Among thorns —4:7 
-	 Thorns = cares of this world, deceitfulness of riches, and lusts 
of other things choke the Word and it becomes unfruitful 
—4:18–19 

-	 For riches, see I Tim. 6:6-14. 

-5.	 Good ground —4:8 
-	 Hear the Word, receive it AND bring forth fruit [4:20] 

-	 He explains why He spoke to them in parables —4:10-13 
—	Parables hide the truth from some, and reveal it to others. It 

depends whether or not one is within or “without” (inside or 
outside) of the household of faith —4:11 

—	He refers to Isa. 6:9. —4:12 
—	The hearer is responsible to pay attention. 

See Matt. 13:10-17. The disciples came to him and  
asked, “Why speakest thou unto them in parables?” He 

answered, telling them that it was given to them to know the 
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but it was not given 
to the crowds. He said, “For whosoever hath, to him shall 
be given, and he shall have more abundance: but whoso-
ever hath not, from him shall be taken away even that he 
hath. Therefore speak I to them in parables: because they 
seeing see not; and hearing they hear not, neither do they 
understand.” What do they not have? They did not have a 
willingness to hear God’s Word. 
Their hearts were “waxed gross,” and their ears were “dull 
of hearing,” and their eyes were “closed.” Why? They did 
not want to “see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, 
and should understand with their heart, and should be 
converted, and (He) should heal them.” 
But their eyes were blessed, for they saw and their ears were 
blessed, for they heard. For many prophets and righteous 

Mark 4:1–34 — How do these four parables reveal 
more clearly the kingdom of (the Servant of 
the Lord) God?
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men had desired to see those things which they saw, and did 
not see them; and they desired to hear those things which 
the Twelve were hearing, and had not heard them. What a 
blessing for the disciples of Jesus.  

•	 The explanation of the parable —4:14-20 

(2)	 Parable of the Lamp 	 	 	                —4:21-25 
[Matt. 5:15-16; Luke 8:16-18; 11:33-36] 

•	 See —4:21-22 
-	 The purpose of a lamp? —4:21 
-	 God will make everything known —4:22 

The purpose of temporary hiding is for final manifestation. 
Concealment was only a means to an end. Things are hid-

den because they are precious, but precious things are meant 
to be used at some time and in some way. Christ’s rule was: 
Show your light when it will glorify God and benefit men. The 
world’s rule is: Show it when safe and beneficial to self. Those 
who are charged with the secrets of God at this time are given 
the responsibility of proclaiming it after Christ’s ascension. 

-	 See and proclaim! 

•	Listen! —4:23-25 
-	 If we have ears we must hear —4:23 
-	 Unto you that hear shall more be given —4:24 
-	 He that hath — “Hath” what? A will to listen! —4:25 
—	By “hear” the Lord means to pay attention with the intention 

of obeying. The hearer is responsible to pay attention. What 
measure you mete (give) of attention and the resultant obedi-
ence will have more knowledge given. The one who will not 
hear will have the knowledge he has taken away. 

-	 Hear and obey! 

(3)	 Parable of gradual growth 	 	                —4:26-29 
•	 The Seed is the Word of God (4:14). 	
-	 The casting of the seed represents the ministry of Jesus.  The Seed 
brings forth fruit of itself. At the end of the age He will return for 
the harvest of the fruit produced by the Seed. 

-	 He casts and then sleeps. The seed grows until the harvest. 

•	 The Word of God always produces fruit, though slowly, and 
imperceptibly. 
-	 Think of this in light of I Cor. 3:6b 
-	 See I Peter 1:23-25 (Isa. 40:6–8) 
-	 The Word of God is alive [“quick” – Heb. 4:12] and it is fruitful 
[“it shall accomplish” and “prosper” – Isa. 58:11]. 

(4)	 Parable of the mustard seed 	 	                —4:30-34 

•	 When He speaks of the mustard seed, the emphasis is always 
upon the smallness of the seed. Cf. 4:31 with Matt. 13:32.  

•	 The Kingdom of God began very small, and it has grown into 
a mighty plant —4:31-32 
-	 The beginnings were small. For one thing, small in the sight of man: 
“God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the 
wise …” —I Cor. 1:27-29. 
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•	 The fowls of the air lodge under the shadow of that kingdom 
[“fowls,” see 4:4, 15 — represent Satan and his emissaries]. 
-	 Satan and his demons are enjoying the shade and comfort of the 
“church.” This occurs in many, many ways. 

•	 He continued to speak to them in parables (which we see in 
Matt. 13). —4:33-34 
-	 God has two avenues by which He intentionally confuses men: 

-1.	By means of parables [Mark 4:11-12; Isa. 6:9-10 with Matt. 
13:10-17] Parables are a judgment on the willfully blind and 
hostile. They are a blessing and a guide to the obedient. 

-2.	By speaking to them in tongues [I Cor. 14:21-22; Cf. Deut. 
28:49; Isa. 28:11-12] Tongues speak of judgment throughout 
the Scriptures, beginning with Gen. 11:6-9. Tongues were a 
judgment to Israel and a light to the nations (see Acts 2:5-8, 
for one passage showing this). 

Note: In Deut. 28:49 the Lord predicted that He would, as 
a judgment, bring a nation against Israel whose language 
they would not understand. Isaiah 28:11-12 is referring 
to that kind of an event, for the Lord brought the cruel 
Assyrians against Israel, and through them He spoke to 
Israel with “another tongue.” They had to listen to that! I 
Corinthians 14:21-22 is quoting from Isa. 28:11-12, and 
also speaks of judgment. So, the “sign” that tongues 
represent is the sign of God’s divine judgment. When 
God turned from the nations to a nation (Gen. 11 – 12) 
he judged by confusing tongues. When He much later 
turned from a nation (Israel) to the nations again as, He 
again spoke in tongues (Acts 2:4-5). This time it was in the 
tongues of the nations where the Gospel was to go. 
Every time tongues appear in Acts, there are Jews pres-
ent, and those tongues indicate to them (and to us) that 
a different part of humanity has become a recipient of 
the Gospel and has been granted repentance unto life 
(Acts 11:16-18). 

6.	 He stilled the wind and calmed the sea 	             —4:35-41 
•	 Time: The same day — the day in which He spoke in parables to 
them (4:1-34). He had been teaching them from the ship (4:2). 
Now they launch out. —4:35-36 
-	 Other little ships accompanied them. 

•	 There arose a great storm of wind. —4:37-38 
-	 The ship was full of water —4:37 
-	 He was asleep in the “hinder part” of the ship —4:38 

•	 Their fear: 
-	 “Master, carest thou not that we perish?” 
-	 Could Jesus, the Son of God, have perished? Also He had a mission to 
fulfill. 

•	 He rebuked the wind and calmed the sea —4:39 
-	 There was a great calm! 

•	 He questioned why they have no faith —4:40 
-	 He did not say, “little faith.” They had none  whatsoever. 
-	 They had seen His miracles, evidence of Who He was. 
—	Their faith should have been in Who He is, because they had seen 

His works. See Acts 2:22 and John 10:31-32. 

Mark 4:35–41 — How does Jesus Christ the Servant 
of the Lord deal with the “storms” in our life?
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-	 Can God be killed? They should have known that He cannot be de-
stroyed. 

•	 They feared (this time, reverence) —4:41 
-	 “What manner of man is this …?”  This is further evidence that they 
did not believe Him. They did not recognize His Person. [“… no 
faith”!!] 
—	Whom were they following? What had they perceived Him to be? 

“What manner of man …?” (4:41) 
-	 This is cowardly, faithless fear. 
-	 They were surprised at His authority over the wind and the sea. He had 

rebuked the wind and it ceased blowing. 
—	We often tremble when the storms of life threaten us. Yet when we 

come to Him, He will calm the winds and still the sea. 

•	 Mark 5:  

7.	 He reveals His power and authority again	 —5:1-43 
•	 This chapter presents three miracles which can only be performed by the 
hand of omnipotence. 

(1)	 He casts out demons at Gadara 		 	 —5:1-20 
•	 The country of the Gadarenes (Gergesa) lay across the Sea of 
Galilee on the eastern shore. Occupied by the tribe of Gad, 
and now they are in the swine business! 

-1.	 The condition of the man —5:2-5 
•	 Mark gives the most complete description of this man’s 

condition. 
-	 He was a man in a desperate condition (Christ came to save 

men). [Matthew speaks of 2 men. Mark and Luke focus on this 
one.] 

-	 He dwelt among the tombs (an unclean place). 
-	 He was a wild man who could not be controlled. 
He could not be controlled by man. They tried to control the 
outward manifestations of demon possession, while Christ cast 
out the demons. He treated the cause. 
Man tries to chain society, and he fails. God changes society 
by transforming men. Men try to curb evil by (1) Trying to 
restrain with legislation, and (2) by trying to tame by education. 
But evil comes from the heart. Man sins because he is a sinner. 
Jesus makes us new creatures (II Cor. 5:17). 

-	 He was cutting himself (5:5), thus illustrating the destructive-
ness of demons and sinful living. 

-2.	 The man worshipped Jesus. —5:6-7 
•	 He ran and worshipped Him —5:6 
•	 But the demon cried out —5:7 
-	 Notice, “What have I to do with thee …”?
-	 Notice the demon’s confession: “Jesus, thou Son of the most 
high God” 

-	 Notice the demon’s request: “I adjure thee by God, that thou 
torment me not.” 
—	Mere man cannot torment demons. Demons torment man. 

Only God can torment demons. 

Mark 5:1–43 — How do these three demonstrations 
of Jesus Christ the Servant of the Lord’s power 
relate to us today?
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-3.	 The interview with the demon —5:8-14 
•	 First, the command to come out —5:8 
-	 “For he (Christ) had said unto him, Come out of the man ….” 

This shows that the devil recognized His power.  
•	 “What is thy name?” 
-	 It is “Legion” because the man was possessed by many demons. 
—5:9 

-	 “Legion,” Gr. legeon, of Latin origin, “a legion, a body of 
soldiers whose number differed at different times, and in the 
time of Augustus seems to have consisted of 6826 men (i.e. 
6100 foot soldiers, and 726 horsemen).” (Thayer)  

•	 The demons requested to be sent to the swine rather than 
to go “away out of the country.” —5:10-12 
-	 Luke 8:31, “And they besought him that he would not com-
mand them to go out into the deep.” The “deep” speaks of the 
bottomless pit (Rev. 9:1; 20:1-3). The devils know what will 
be their eventual end. 

•	 He cast the demons into 2,000 swine —5:13 
-	 The hogs rushed to the sea (to commit “hogicide”) 
-	 There was a double judgment: 
(1.	On the devils (casting them out). 
(2.	On the Gadarene hog farmers (they lost their swine). 

•	 The keepers of the hogs fled —5:14 

-4.	 The condition of the man afterward —5:15, 18-20  
•	 Sitting — No longer needing to be chained! Now tamed 
by God Himself. 

•	 Clothed — When Christ comes in to a life, one of the first 
things seen is modesty. 
-	 That fact was demonstrated by a missionary who showed a 

picture of the South American tribes where he served. He said 
that we could tell who the believing women were, because they 
were clothed. What a commentary on the need of the U. S. A., 
as more and more wear less and less. 

•	 In his right mind —5:15 
-	 Gone were the days of crying and cutting himself with stones! 
He was completely sane. 

•	 He wanted to go with Jesus —5:18 
•	 He became a great witness —5:19-20 
-	 Compare His instructions to this man with those given to the 
healed leper in 1:44. The leper was to bear witness to the Priests 
(the religious leaders). 

-	 The people of Gadara would not accept Jesus, so He left this 
man as His representative. This man was to bear witness at 
home to his friends. 

-5.	 The swine owning population asked Jesus to leave their 
land —5:16-17 
•	 They heard what had happened to the man —5:16 
•	 They began to “pray” Him to depart —5:17 
-	 He was no longer welcome there. 

(2)	 Jairus begged Jesus to heal his daughter. 	                —5:21-24 

-1.	 Upon their return from Gadara —5:21 
•	 Many people gathered. 
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-2.	 Jairus was a ruler of the Synagogue —5:22a 
•	 Not all of the religious leaders rejected Him. Nicodemus 
was one that accepted him, as was Joseph of Arimathea. 

-3.	 He fell at Jesus’ feet and besought Him to come and heal 
his little daughter —5:22b-23 
•	 Notice what Matthew says (9:18). Then see Luke 8:49-
50. 
-	 Matthew brings the conversation all together. 

(3)	 He healed a woman with an issue of blood              —5:25-34 

-1.	 He was on His way to the home of Jairus —5:24-25 

-2.	 She had this ailment for 12 years. 
•	 Notice also that the little daughter of Jairus was 12 years old. 
—5:42 

-3.	 Mark is not too flattering to the Physicians —5:26 
•	 Luke says she could not be healed (8:43). He was “the beloved 
physician” (Col. 4:14). 

•	 What brought the woman to Jesus? It was her hopeless condition. 
The physicians had failed, and so had her money. 

-4.	 She only touched His garment —5:27–29 
•	 According to the Law of Moses, such a touch would defile the 
one touched (Lev. 15:19–27). She was really to have been set 
apart and was not to have been mingling with the crowds. In this 
case, He healed and cleansed her because of her furtive touch. 
Why did she touched His garment secretly? We really cannot be 
sure, but we shall know some day. 

•	 The fountain of her blood was dried up —5:29 

-5.	 Jesus recognized that “virtue” had gone from Him —5:30–
33 
•	 He knew who touched Him, but he asked for an admission. 
—5:30   

-6.	 He told the woman, “Daughter, thy faith hath made thee 
whole …” —5:34 
•	 In touching His garment secretly, she had actually played the 
part of a thief. By talking to her, Jesus, no doubt, relieved her of 
her guilt and fear for what she had done. By talking to her He 
became a real Person with knowledge and compassion, rather 
than a mere fetish to be touched. 

•	 He called her, “Daughter.” This is the second “daughter” seen in 
the passage. The first is the “little daughter” of Jairus. 

•	 Her faith? Faith in what? In His power and willingness? In His 
mercy? See Matt. 9:22. 
-	 Now faith is not some vague sentiment or just an idea. Her 
faith was her confidence in His ability to heal her, though for 
her possibly not confidence in His willingness. 

•	 See Luke’s account of this encounter, along with our notes. (It is 
found in Luke 8:43-48)

(4)	 The raising of the daughter of Jairus´ 	               —5:35–43 

-1.	 Message came that the daughter was dead —5:35–36 
•	 Reassurance to Jairus: “Be not afraid, only believe.” 

-2.	 Only Peter, James, and John were allowed to accompany 
Him —5:37 

-3.	 The people laughed Him to scorn —5:38-40a 
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•	 They had been weeping and wailing —5:38 
•	 He told them she was not dead but only asleep —5:39 
•	 There was scorn and laughter at Him —5:40a 

-4.	 He put them out and raised her —5:40b-42 
•	 Father, mother, and Peter, James and John were with Him in the 
room where the dead girl lay. —5:40b 

•	 He took her by the hand and said, “Tal´i-tha cu´mi” - “Damsel, 
I say unto thee, arise.” Thus, He told her to arise. —5:41 

•	 She arose and walked! —5:42a 
•	 She was 12 years of age (cf. 5:25) —5:42b 
•	 They were astonished! —5:42c 

-5.	 He charged them —5:43  
•	 To tell no one 
•	 To give the girl some food to eat 

•	 Mark 6:  

8.	 Unbelief in Nazareth 	 	 	 	 —6:1-6 
[Nazareth was His home town. He was rejected by His townsfolk. Luke 4 
records His first visit there (Lk. 4:16-30). This is His second visit.] 

(1)	 He taught in the Synagogue in Nazareth —6:1–2a 
•	 It was on the Sabbath day. 

(2)	 They questioned —6:2b-3 
•	 First, many were astonished —6:2b  

-	 “From whence hath this man these things? and what wisdom is this 
which is given unto Him, that even such mighty works are wrought 
by His hands?” 
—	“Mighty works” (Gr. dunameis), powers. See 6:5, “… He could 

there do no mighty work …” 

•	 They then looked at His pedigree —6:3 
-	 From this we can know somewhat of His family: 
-1.	 He was a carpenter,
-2.	 He was seen as the son of Mary (No doubt Joseph was then 

dead). 
-3.	 He had 4 brothers: James, Joses, Juda and Simon. [James, His 

brother, wrote the book of James, and Juda wrote Jude.] 
-4.	 He had at least 2 sisters: “are not his sisters here with us?” 

-	 They were offended (they stumbled over Him). 

•	 Without honor in His own country —6:4 
-	 Familiarity breeds contempt. 
—	 In the early Churches, most Pastors were taken from their own 

Church (e.g., Acts 14:23; Titus 1:5, from which we infer that 
this was so done). Does this mean that a Pastor must not be 
from the Church where he Pastors? 

(3)	 He was limited in Nazareth by their unbelief —6:5-6a 
•	 And they missed a great blessing. Their familiarity stood between 
them and His blessings upon them. They were deprived of mighty 
works. 
-	 Though, He did not forsake them entirely, He healed a few sick 
folks (6:5). 

(4)	 He then went teaching in the villages (of Galilee) —6:6b 
•	 This is His second Galilean tour. 

Mark 6:1–6 — What warning do we have here 
from the response of the people of Nazareth 
to Jesus?
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9.	 He sent forth the twelve 	 	              —6:7–13 
(1)	 He sent them two by two 	 	 	 —6:7a 
(2)	 He gave them power over unclean spirits 		 —6:7b 
(3)	 They were to “travel light,” to be mobile 		 —6:8-9 

•	 They had no machinery (as today), but much mobility (which is not 
seen today). We have lots of physical property, equipment, and big 
debts. We need more mobility and readiness to go. 
-	 Take a staff 
-	 To take no scrip (this is a purse for small articles) 
-	 To take no bread and no money 

(4)	 They were to expect to be cared for by others 	 — 6 : 1 0 -
11 
•	 Is this commandment for us today? Not really. 
-	 See I Cor. 9:18 where Paul said he made the Gospel without charge 
to them. 

-	 Church members are to support their Pastor. See I Tim. 5:17-18 
and Gal. 6:6. 

(5)	 They went out to fulfill their commission	 	 —6:12-13 
•	 They preached that men should repent. —6:12 
•	 They cast out many devils —6:13a 
•	 They anointed many sick people with oil and healed them 
—6:13b 

10.	 Herod’s troubled conscience  	 	             —6:14-29 
•	 Herod had killed John the Baptist. This is the account. 
•	 Jesus became known —6:14a 
-	 His Name was spread abroad, no doubt by the twelve, as well as because 
of His own ministry. 

(1)	 Herod heard of Jesus 		 	 —6:14a 
•	 This is Herod Antipas (son of Herod the Great). 
•	 He was tetrarch of Galilee and Perea from about 4 B.C. until 
39 A.D. 
-	 He took over when Herod the Great died. See Matt. 2:20-23. 
Archelaeus reigned in Judea and Samaria, Antipas in Galilee. 

-	 Like the rest of the Herods, he was cruel, and immoral. Despite his 
hardness he had a conscience. 

(2)	 Herod mistook Who Jesus was 		 —6:14b–16 
•	 His conscience was eating at him. He thought John had risen 
from the dead —6:14b 
-	 He thought that John was doing mighty works because he was 
resurrected. Certainly, he was not in a rational state of mind. 

•	 Others also mistook Jesus thinking He was Elias (Elijah), a 
prophet, or one of the prophets —6:15 

•	 Herod was certain that it was John, whom he had beheaded 
—6:16 

(3)	 The account of Herod’s murder of John 	 —6:17–29 
•	 The account Herod’s arrest of John, his foolish promise and his 

cowardice. 

Mark 6:7–13 — How does Jesus’ instruction of the 
twelve, here, relate to our ministry today?

Mark 6:14–29 — How does this account of Herod 
and John the Baptist show the impact of Christ, 
the Servant of the Lord, upon Herod?
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-1.	 He had imprisoned John for Herodias’ sake —6:17 
•	 Herodias was wife of Herod’s brother Philip, who was 
son of Herod the Great and Cleopatra. 
-	 Herodias was also Philip’s niece. 
-	 This is Herod Philip II who was also a tetrarch. A tetrarchy is 
a fourth part. The Romans had divided the kingdom of Herod 
the Great four ways. Philip was over northeast Israel.  

•	 It is clear that Herodias hated John, while Herod respected 
him. 

-2.	 Herodias would have killed John —6:18–20b 
•	 John had condemned Herod’s living with Herodias 
—6:18 
-	 It was not “lawful” — see Lev. 18:16. She was his brother’s 

wife. Also, she was his niece. 
•	 Herodias “had a quarrel with” John and would have killed 
him —6:19
-	 “quarrel” = She had it in for him. (Gr. enecho, lit.,  to hold 

in — She held a grudge against him, a serious one!). 
•	 Herod feared John —6:20a 
-	 John was a just man and holy. He was a prophet of God who 

spoke the truth. 
-	 The fact that Herod thought John had been raised from the 
dead indicates that Herod had a reverence (“fear”) for John. 

•	 He arrested John because of Herodias —6:20b 
-	 He got Herodias off his back by imprisoning John. 
-	 Herod “observed” John [“observed” = has the idea of watching 

over, or guarding, protecting] 

-3.	 Listened to John gladly —6:20c 
•	 It is quite clear that Herodias kept Herod from repenting 

and turning to God. 
-	 Many a man has been influenced by a wicked woman, against 
his better judgment. 

•	 John had a message for Herod Antipas, “Repent!” 
-4.	 Herod’s foolish oath and its consequences —6:21–26a 

•	 Herod’s birthday —6:21 
-	 Herod made a supper for the important people around him 
—6:21b 

-	 An earlier birthday also resulted in a death (Gen. 40:20–22). 
It was the birthday of Pharaoh. 

•	 His foolish oath —6:22–25 
-	 The daughter of Herodias had danced before him, and “pleased 
him and them that sat with him.” —6:22a 
—	 Remember, he was a lecherous and lustful man. And we 

may be certain that the other men were as lustful as he. 
Herodias knew that and had her daughter dance before the 
group. 

-	 He opened the door: “Ask of me whatsoever thou wilt, and I 
will give it thee” —6:22b–23 
—	 He offered her even as far as the half of his kingdom. Would 

she take her mother’s place as his “wife”? 

-	 She consulted her mother —6:24 
—	 Mother hated John. 
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—	Mother, the bloody woman, wanted the head of John the 
Baptist. She would silence this prophet whose preaching 
condemned her wickedness! 

-	 Herodias wanted John’s head “in a charger” (that would be on 
a platter). What a repulsive sight that would be! 

•	Herod was very sorry about the request of Herodias. 
-5.	 Herod did not back out of his oath —6:26b 

•	 For his oath’s sake. It has been said that there is honor 
among thieves. 
-	 For a man who lived in wickedness, married to a wicked 
woman, he shows a strange sense of honor.

-6.	 He was very weak —6:26c 
•	 For their sakes who sat with him he would not reject her 
request. 
-	 Did he fear what they might say or think? 
-	 Did he fear their ridicule? 

-7. He carried out her request —6:27-28 
•	 John was beheaded. —6:27 
•	 The head was first given to the girl (already hardened in 
the ways of her mother), and she gave it to her wicked, 
adulterous mother. —6:28 

-8.	 John’s disciples came and took his headless corpse 
—6:29 
•	 They were no doubt demoralized by this. 
•	 For the aftermath see Matt. 14:13. 

11.	 The return of the twelve 	 	             —6:30-31 
(1)	 They reported to Him 	 	 	 —6:30 

•	 They told Him what they had done. 
•	 They told Him what they had taught. 

(2)	 He urged them to go and rest in a desert place 	 —6:31 
•	 Invitation to come apart to a desert place. —6:31a 
-	 Christian workers need to realize the importance of a special time 
of rest now and then. Someone has appropriately said, “If you don’t 
come apart, you are very likely to ‘come apart.’” 

•	 The multitudes coming and going did not give them time even 
to eat. —6:31b 

12.	 Feeding of  the 5,000 	 	 	             —6:32-44 
(1)	 They departed for the desert place by ship, privately 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 —6:32 

(2)	 The crowds went afoot and outran them 	 	 —6:33 
•	 Many saw Him and knew Him, and came to Him. 
•	 People came out of all cities. Their effort to get away was 

futile. 

(3)	 Jesus had compassion on them 		              —6:34-35a 
•	 Why did He have compassion? —6:34 
-	 Cf. Matt. 9:36–38. The Shepherd in the Old Testament generally 
referred to the king. Ezek. 34:1-10 has a prophecy against the 
shepherds of Israel. Christ is the True Shepherd (Ezek. 34:11-16). 

Mark 6:30–31 — In these verses what do we learn 
about the importance of rest for those who 
serve the Lord?

Mark 6:32–56 — Here Jesus Christ, the Servant 
of the Lord, demonstrates His power in three 
different ways. How does He demonstrate His 
power and how does this relate to us?
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See John 10:11; Luke 15:4-7. He is the “Son of David” (Matt. 1:1; 
9:27), the True King of Israel. David was a shepherd (I Sam. 16:11; 
17:15).  

•	 He taught them all day —6:35a 

-4.	 He fed them 	 	 	              —6:35b-44 
-1.	 It was late and there was no bread —6:35b–36 
-2.	 The Lord told them to give them to eat —6:37 

•	 “Shall we go and buy …?” 
•	 Two hundred penny worth, is that all the money they had? 
It would be a day’s wage for 200 men. 

-3.	 He fed them with 5 loaves and 2 fishes —6:38-42 
•	 They were seated in an orderly fashion —6:39-40 

·	Our God is a God of order. 
•	 He blessed and broke and divided among them all —6:41 

·	 The God who created the fish and the grain, is able to multiply 
it. Whether or not we accept this miracle depends on whether 
or not we realize that He is a great God. 

•	 They all ate and were filled —6:42 

-4.	 There were 12 baskets full left over —6:43 

-5.	 He had fed 5,000 men (plus women and children?) 
—6:44 

13.	 Christ walks on the water 	 	             —6:45-52 
•	 Remember, they had been trying to get away from the crowds (6:31, 
32–33). Will they succeed this time? 

(1)	 They all departed  	 —6:45-46 
•	 The urgency of the matter —6:45 
-	 It says “straightway” — He hurried them.  
-	 He “constrained,” or compelled them to get into the ship.   
-	 They were to go to the other side, to Bethsaida. 
-	 He sent the people away. 

•	 He went to a mountain to pray —6:46 
-	 If the Son of God needed to pray, how much more do we! 

(2)	 They spent the night toiling in the sea —6:47–48a 
•	 Evening was come and the ship was in the midst of the sea 
—6:47 
-	 He was alone on the land —6:47 

•	 He saw them toiling against a contrary wind —6:48a 
-	 They had acted in obedience to His command, yet the wind was 
contrary and they were toiling against it. 

He saw them toiling. He sees us when we are toiling 
against the “winds.” He knows our problems. We can learn 
from the experiences we have when we know we are in 
His perfect will, but yet the “winds” are contrary to us. He 
had earlier shown them His authority over wind and wave 
(4:35–41). Why was He not acting in their behalf now? 
Why? For one thing, we learn from adversity. Sometimes 
we toil all night, but when we do so, it is for our learning 
and His glory. They had seen His miracle of feeding, but 
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their hearts were hardened (6:52). He will now teach them 
more about His greatness.

-3.	 He came to them, walking on the water 	 —6:48b–51 

•	 It was in the 4th. watch of the night (from 3 to 6 A.M.) 
—6:48a 

•	 He came to them walking on the sea and would have passed 
by them (He was on His way to Bethesda) —6:48b 

•	 They supposed Him to be a “spirit” —6:49 
-	 They thought they saw a ghost! 
-	 They cried out. 

•	 They were troubled when they saw Him —6:50 
-	 He talked with them, saying, “be of good cheer: it is I; be not 
afraid” – Words of comfort — 

•	 When He got into the ship with them  the wind ceased. 
-	 They were amazed and wondered. Why? (See v. 52). 

-4.	 They had not considered the miracle of the loaves and fishes 
feeding 5,000 men 	 —6:52 

•	 What does such a miracle as this reveal? See Acts 2:22.

•	 What had they missed? Or, what fact did they not yet real-
ize? 

14.	 Healing at Gennesaret 	 	             —6:53-56 
•	 	 Gennesaret was on the northwest shore of Galilee. See Matt. 14:34-36 

for Matthew’s account of the same event. 

•	 They immediately recognized Him —6:54-55 
-	 Immediately (“straightway”) they knew Him —6:54 
-	 They began to bring their sick —6:55 

•	 He traveled in that area healing —6:56 
-	 Wherever He was, in villages or cities — indicating that He went to 

those villages and cities. 
-	 They laid their sick in the streets. 
-	 They besought Him to touch the border of His garment, and those who 
touched were made whole. 

•	 We read nothing about Him preaching in this area. 
-	 Though He may have preached. 

•	 Mark 7:  

15.	 Confrontation with the Pharisees about their tradition 	 	
	 	 	 	 	               —7:1-23 

(1)	 Confrontation over ceremonial washings 		 —7:1-13 
[See Matt. 15:1-9]

-1.	 The tradition of the Elders, Ceremonial washings —7:1–8 
•	 The critics: Pharisees and certain of the Scribes from 
Jerusalem. —7:1 
-	 He was likely still at Gennesaret, where He had been doing 
so much healing. No doubt they had heard about it in Jerusa-
lem. 

Mark 7:1–23 — What insight into walking in Christ’s 
victory do we gain from these verses?
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•	 By “unwashen” it does not mean dirty, but ceremonially 
unclean. —7:2 
-	 This washing was not for sanitary reasons. 

•	 The custom of the Pharisees and Jews —7:3-4 
•	 Their question —7:5 
-	 Tradition —7:8, 9 
-	 See Col. 2:8 

•	 His answer —7:6-8 —: 
-	 They honor Him with their lips but their hearts are far from 
Him [See Isa. 29:13]—7:6 

-	 What is a hypocrite? 
Dictionary meaning: [Fr. hypocrisie, L. hypocrisis, Gr. hypoc-
risis, a playing of a part on the stage, < hypokrinomai, to play 
a part, to feign—hypo, and krino, to separate, discern.] The 
act or practice of simulating or feigning feelings or beliefs, 
esp. the false appearance of piety and virtue; dissimulation; 
insincerity. 

-	 They worship Him in vain (empty, futile), teaching the com-
mandments of men —7:7 

-	 They lay aside the commandment of God for the traditions of 
man —7:8 

(2)	 Lip service  —7:9-13 
•	 This is an illustration of vv. 6–8. 
•	 Moses command —7:10 
[Ex. 20:12; Lev. 19:3; 21:17; Deut. 5:16; 21:18–21] 

-	 Honor involves much more than obedience. Honor continues 
throughout the life of a child. 

•	 Their tradition —7:11–12 
-	 “Corban,” a Hebrew word meaning “a gift” — That is, a gift to 
God. They had “dedicated” to God with an unbreakable vow 
that which they should have used to support their parents. They 
then considered themselves to be free from that obligation.  
—7:11 

-	 They then allowed that person to do nothing for his parents 
—7:12 

•	 Thus they made the Word of God void —7:13 
-	 That tradition violated the Word of God. 
-	 They did many other such things. [This was but one illustration 
of many.] 

(2)	 The true source of evil in man —7:14-23 
•	 He is dealing with the question of defilement here. The heart is the 
true source of defilement. It comes from within. Those who are wicked 
are wicked from within and are defiled by those things which come 
out of the person (the mouth).  

•	 A man cannot be defiled from the outside —7:15-16 
•	 Explanation to his disciples about defilement —7:17-23 
-	 The disciples’ question —7:17b 
-	 Food does not enter the heart —7:18-19 
-	 That which comes out of the man defiles him —7:20-23 
Notice the list of things which come out of a person —7:21-23 
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In light of 7:21, can anyone say that thoughts do not matter? 

The things which He lists in these verses are the things which 
defile. It is what one does and says, and also what he thinks, 
that defiles him. To be defiled means to be made unholy. 
From the Old Testament we see that a defiled person was 
isolated from the congregation, and thus, from the Lord. He 
could not participate in any of the ceremonies. He had to be 
cleansed. We have been cleansed by the precious Blood 
of Jesus Christ! The Scribes and Pharisees had a serious 
problem: They did not see themselves to be sinners. They 
thought that all of their ceremonies would cleanse them and 
make them acceptable in the eyes of the Lord. 

3.	 Ministry of the Servant North and East of Galilee	 	
—7:24 — 9:50 

1.	 The insight of the Syrophoenician woman          —7:24–30 
[This speaks of the Syrophoenician woman and her effectual plea. See Matt. 
15:21–28 and our notes on it (pages 75-76).]

•	 The place: In the borders of Tyre and Sidon (Gentile country, 
northwest of Galilee) —7:24 

•	 The problem: A demon possessed daughter —7:25–26 
-	 The young daughter had an unclean spirit —7:25 
-	 The woman was a Greek (Greek = Gentile), a Syropheni´cian (A Syrian 
from Phoenicia) —7:26a 

-	 She besought the Lord to cast the devil out —7:26b 

•	 Her perception —7:27–29 
-	 This is the perception of a Gentile.  
[He challenged her faith.] 

-	 He would not take “the children’s bread, and to cast it unto the 
dogs.” —7:27 
Dogs, to the Jews were not the gentle pets that we have in mind as 
“man’s best friend.” Most dogs were vicious, despised animals, and 
unclean (see Lev. 11). This is a Gentile woman, and her “dog” is a pet. 
Jews would not have this animal for a pet. Christ refers to “dogs” in 
the Jewish sense, and she in the Gentile sense. Now … 
By “dogs,” of whom does He speak? He speaks of her (and the Gentiles 
in general). He would not deprive the children in favor of the dogs. 

-	 She did not want the bread, all she wanted was the crumbs that 
fell from the table —7:28 
(1) Mark speaks to the Roman mind. They would see in this that “chil-
dren” refers to Israel. He came to Israel. 
(2) Also, the woman’s perception was that “the children” referred to 
Israel. She did not want Israel’s food, she wanted the leftovers only. 
In this she was showing her recognition of the great privilege which 
Israel possessed. This also is a confession of His greatness. What faith 
she showed! (Cf. Matt. 15:28). 
(3) To get a small idea of the “bread,” which was and is Israel’s, see 
Rom. 11:11–36. However, they rejected Him, “the Bread of life.” Today 
is the day of calling out a people for His Name (Acts 15:14). 

Mark 7:24–30 — How does the insight of this Gentile 
woman contrast with that of the Pharisees in the 
previous verses (vv.1–23)?
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•	 The devil was cast out —7:30 
-	 She was “laid,” (from ballo, to throw) upon the bed. The devil, in 
departing, must have tried to do one last bit of violence upon her. 

2.	 The healing of the deaf mute 	 	             —7:31-37 
•	 Place: Returned from the region of Tyre and Sidon to the Sea of 
Galilee, through Decapolis (cf. 5:20). —7:31 
Deka, ten, and polis, city — an area southeast of Galilee comprising ten 
Greek cities. They were first established by the followers of Alexander 
the Great, and reestablished by Pompey (63 B.C.). 

•	 They besought Christ to put His hand upon him —7:32 
-	 Why did they not simply ask Him to speak and the man would be healed?  
Remember that the man could not hear. The things He said and did were 
always aids to faith. Also it may be that, the crowds around him were 
so noisy that they could not have heard. 

•	 How He healed the man —7:33-35 
—The first two acts were for the sake of the crowd no doubt : 
-	 He put His fingers in the man’s ears [pointing to the man’s 
hearing problem] —7:33a 

-	 He spit and touched the man’s tongue [pointing to his speech 
impediment] —7:33b 

—The last act was for the man and the Heavenly Father: 
-	 Then He looked up to heaven and sighed (or groaned). It was 
the sigh of grief (cf. John 11:33, 38).

-	 Then He spoke, “Eph´phatha” (“Be opened”) —7:34 
–	 He was immediately healed (“straightway”) —7:35 
-	 His ears were opened. 
-	 The “string” of his tongue was loosed. [“string” = That which 

bound his tongue so he could not speak.] 
•	 He charged them to tell no man —7:36 
-	 They did not listen, but they published it. 

•	 Their amazement —7:37 
-	 They were astonished beyond measure, but did they believe 
Him for Who He is? 

-	 “He hath done all things well.” — Truly spoken. 

•	Mark 8:  

3.	 The feeding of 4,000 	 	 	 	   —8:1-9 
•	 Make a comparison between the feeding of 4,000 here and the 

feeding of 5,000 in Mark 6. 

-1.	 Compassion because of physical hunger 	 —8:2 
[They had been with Him 3 days.] 

1.	 Compassion because they were spiritually without a shepherd 
[They had been with Him 1 day.] —6:34-35 

-2.	 No food available in that remote place 	 —8:4 
2.	 Food was available for purchase —6:36-37 

-3.	 7 loaves and a few fishes 	 —8:5, 7 
3.	 5 loaves and 2 fishes —6:3a 

Mark 7:31–37 — What do we learn about Jesus 
Christ, the Lord’s Servant, from this account 
of the healing of the deaf mute?

Mark 8:1–9 — How does the feeding of the 
4,000 compare with the feeding of the 5,000 
(6:32–44)?
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-4.	 7 baskets taken up [a larger basket —Acts 9:25] —8:8 
4.	 12 baskets (a small wicker basket) —6:43 

Note: There was more left over here than in the feeding the 
5,000. These baskets were larger (Gr., spuris = a reed bas-
ket, sometimes large enough to hold a man, Acts 9:25). The 
baskets of 6:43 were small (Gr., kophinos, which probably 
contained about 2 gallons). 

•	 They had been with Him 3 days and were hungry —8:1-2 
•	 He first gave thanks for the bread (He blessed the fish), then He 
broke and gave to the disciples to distribute —8:6-7 

•	 They ate and were filled (4,000 of them) —8:8-9 

4.	 The Pharisees seek a sign from Him 	             —8:10-13 
•	 Place: He went by ship to “the parts of Dalmanutha” (Matt. 15:39 
– Magdala, a town on the west shore of the Sea of Galilee, home 
of Mary Magdalene). 

•	 The Pharisees wanted a sign from heaven —8:11-12 
-	 They already had a sign from heaven (Acts 2:22) —8:11 
[They evidently wanted a celestial sign of some sort. Had they not 
witnessed Him healing? Had they not heard His teaching and also the 
feeding of the multitudes? See Matt. 16:8-11.] 

-	 “Why doth this generation seek after a sign?” —8:12a 
-	 He said there would be no sign given to that generation 
—8:12a  
[The resurrection would be the sign, but that would take place later on. 
See Matt. 12:39; 16:4; and John 2:18–21.] 

•	 He departed again for the other side of the sea —8:13 

5.	 He warned His disciples against the teachings of the Phari-
sees 		 	 	 	             —8:14-21 

Note: I once heard a preacher pray that God would make us 
“salt, light, and leaven.” This is only true in part, though, notice 
the thoughts which follow: 
-1.	While believers are called “salt” and the “light of the world” 

(Matt. 5:13–16), they are never referred to as “leaven.” [Al-
though, some may indeed be “leaven” rather than “salt” to 
the world. Depending on the holiness of their life.] 

-2.	Leaven is ALWAYS used in a bad sense in the Scriptures. 
The Old Testament offerings were not to include leaven — 
definitely not the Passover. 

•	 His warning against the leaven of Pharisees and of Herod:
(1)	 Occasion: The disciples had forgotten bread 	 —8:14 
(2)	 Then, He warned them 	 —8:15 

•	 “Take heed” = Pay attention. 
•	 Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees — 	 	
The false teaching of the Pharisees. Their leaven was hypocrisy, 
among other things. [See our notes on Matt. 16:5–12.] 

•	 Beware of the leaven of Herod — 	 	
   The false teaching of Herod? Herod was an Edomite whose family 

Mark 8:10–38 — In Jesus instruction given here 
what do we learn about ourselves?
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had converted to Judaism. They were wicked and cruel men. Herod 
rebuilt the Jewish Temple. Was Herod a Sadduccee? See Matt. 16:6 
(a parallel of this account). 

(3)	 He rebuked them 	 	 	                —8:16-18 

•	 They thought He spoke of their not having brought bread. 
—8:16 

•	 He rebuked them for their question —8:17 
[They were preoccupied with a temporal problem, food. He was 
warning them about a spiritual problem. He asked if their hearts 
were still hardened.] 

•	 Don’t you see, hear, nor remember —8:18 
[They had seen His solution to the problem of food more than once, 
but they were blind, deaf, and forgetful of His miracle working. Thus, 
they should have understood what He was saying to them.] 

(4)	 He reminded them of His miracles of feeding 	 —8:19-21 

6.	 Healing of the blind man 	 	             —8:22-26 
•	 This is a living parable of the disciples’ slowness in perception. 
•	 Place: Bethsaida (contr. 8:13) — North of the Sea of Galilee. Bethesda 
means “house of fish.” —8:22a

(1)	 They brought Him a blind man 		 	 —8:22b 

•	 They besought Him to touch the man. 
-	 He did not do it that way. 
-	 He used many methods of healing the blind. These should be noted 
and considered in their context, as we do this one. 

(2)	 How He healed the blind man 	 	 	 —8:23-25 

-1.	 He led him out of the town. 
-	 Later (v. 26) He told the man to not go into the town. 
-	 Bethsaida had been abandoned to judgment (Matt. 11:21–24). 
Thus, He would not heal in that village, nor would He permit 
testimony to be borne there (8:26). 

-2.	 He spit on the man’s eyes. 
-	 To spit on someone in the Old Testament was a sign of shame 
and it brought uncleanness (Deut. 25:9; Num. 12:14). Jesus’ spit 
healed. Jesus took our shame, and we take His. 

-3.	 He put His hands on him and asked if he saw anything. 

-4.	 The man saw men “as trees walking.” 

The disciples were slow in “seeing” Him. Compare 8:27-33 
and contrast the confession of Peter (8:29) with his later 
rebuke (8:32). Note also 8:17-18 as context for this en-
acted parable and Peter’s confession which followed. 
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-5.	 He put His hands on the man again and he saw clearly. 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 —8:25 

In reality, we but “see through a glass darkly” now. but 
someday we shall see Him as He is, and we shall know 
as we are known. 
But we have indeed seen Him. When we were saved 
we saw Him to be the Son of God with power. We can 
confess, along with Peter, “Thou art the Christ, the Son 
of the living God” (Matt. 16:16). 

(3)	 He warned the man 	 	 	 	 —8:26 
•	 He sent him to his house. 
•	 He told him not to go into the town (Bethsaida). 
•	 He told him not to tell anyone in Bethsaida. 

7.	 Peter’s confession and later rebuke 	            —8:27–33 
[See Matt. 16:13–16 and Luke 9:18–20] 

•	 Place: In the town of Cæsarea Philippi —8:27 

This city was located about 120 miles north of Jerusalem       
and 25 mi. north of the Sea of Galilee. It was in the tetrarchy 
of Herod Philip, so Philip, having rebuilt and beautified this city, 
gave it the name of Cæsarea, in honour of Tiberius Caesar, the 
reigning emperor, but to distinguish it from another Cæsarea, 
which was on the coast of the Mediterranean Sea, and to per-
petuate the fame of him who rebuilt it, it was called Cæsarea 
Philippi, or Caesarea of Philip. 

•	 His first question of His disciples —8:27b-28 
-	 “Whom do men say that I am?” 
-	 All answers expressed a high view of who He was —8:28 

•	 His second question —8:29 
-	 “But whom say ye that I am?” 
-	 Peter: “Thou art the Christ.” 
“Christ” is a title, not a name. “Christ” is the transliteration of the Greek 
christos, meaning anointed. The word “anointed” in the Old Testament 
is transliterated “Messiah.” Peter recognized that Jesus is the Messiah. 
[Psa. 2:2; 45:6-7 — “Anointed”] 

•	 He then taught them —8:31–33 
-	 He taught concerning His suffering and death —8:31 
It was after Peter’s confession that He began to speak of His coming 
suffering and death. His face will now be turned to the cross. 

-	 Peter’s rebuke —8:32 
-	 Jesus then rebuked Peter —8:33 
Here Peter demonstrated that he considered himself more intelligent 
and of greater foresight than Jesus, Whom he had just confessed to be 
the Messiah.  
“Get thee behind me, Satan” — Jesus attributes the statement to 
Satan. 
“… for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but the things 
that be of men.” Peter was thinking according to the natural man. He 
did not have a view of things from God’s standpoint, but from man. 
Consider I Cor. 2:8. 
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8.	 The true value of a soul 	 	            —8:34–38 
[Matt. 16:24–27; Luke 9:23–26] 

•	 The cost of discipleship. 
-	 Disciples are believers. Disciple literally means “a learner.” They were 
later called “Christians” (Acts. 11:26). Jesus here shows the great cost 
of discipleship. It is not a light matter. 

•	 There are three things: 
-1.	 Relating to self — 	 	 	 	 —8:34 

-	 He must deny “self,” that is, he must refuse to recognize the 
claims of “self” as against those of Christ. “Self” cannot be 
upon the throne of his life. 
[Be careful to catch the meaning of this. It is not “self-denial,” but 
denial of self. There is a vast difference between the two.] 

-	 “take up his cross” 
[Not Christ’s cross, but the disciple’s own personal cross. We must 
remember, the cross was an instrument of death.] 

-	 “follow me.” 

-2.	 Relating to the world — To not live for this world. His soul 
is worth much more than the whole world. He is not to love 
the world (I John 2:16–17). 	 —8:35–37 
-	 The life is either saved or lost for the Gospel’s sake. 

-3.	 Relative to Him (Christ) — The disciple is not to be ashamed 
of Christ (Matt. 10:32–33; Luke 9:26) 	 —8:38 

•	 Two alternatives relative to his soul: 
-1.	 Save his life and lose his soul — Gain the whole world and 

lose his own soul. 
-	 People are not saved by denying self. However, those who are 
saved turn from this world to Him.

-2.	 To lose his life for Christ and the Gospel and save it. 
-	 He claims our unqualified commitment. Paul is a great example of 
this, he said, “I die daily” (I Cor. 15:31, and see II Cor. 1:8–9). 

•	 The final result of a wrong choice will be a lost soul. 
Salvation demands repentance, that means one must turn to God and 
away from his idols (I Thess. 1:9). It does not cost nearly as much to be 
a disciple in our day as it did in that day. It could become much more 
costly shortly. 

•	 Mark 9:  

9.	 Announcement of His Transfiguration 	 	      —9:1 
•	 The event was to take place about one week later. 
-	 Matt. 17:1, “And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his 

brother, and bringeth them up into an high mountain apart ….” The 
six days was the interval between the statement of Matt. 16:28 and the 
event of 17:1-ff. 

-	 Luke 9:28, “And it came to pass about an eight days after these say-
ings, he took Peter and John and James, and went up into a mountain 
to pray.” Luke included the first and the last days, as was the custom 
among the Jews for reckoning time. 

-	 Mark also gives the interval between the days. 

Mark 9:1–13 — How does this account of the trans-
figuration help us to see the importance of the 
New Testament Scriptures related to the Old 
Testament Law and Prophets?



“Salting the Oats”

©
 1

99
5 

– P
io

ne
er

 E
du

ca
tio

na
l R

es
ou

rc
es

12
01

7 
A

ra
go

n 
Av

e.
, S

t. 
Lo

ui
s, 

M
O

   
63

13
8

167
5/15/10

Raising Godly GenerationsMark

-	 Peter, James, and John, were the disciples who were there with Him 
and were alive to see the glorious event. 

•	 Where the King is, there is the Kingdom. [See notes on Matt. 
16:28] 
-	 They saw the Kingdom “with power” (II Pet. 1:16-18) Peter saw “His 
majesty.” 

•	 Luke 9:28 records that He had withdrawn to this mountain to pray. 
The Transfiguration took place as He prayed. 

10.	 His Transfiguration 	 	 	 	 —9:2-13 

(1)	 Place: “an high mountain” 	 	 	 —9:2a 
•	 Remember, He had taken them to Cæsarea Philippi (8:27). 
They were no doubt there at this time. 
-	 We cannot be certain which mountain this refers to. They were at 
Caesarea which was at the foot of a mountain. That was evidently 
where Jeroboam set up the calves for Israel to worship. If so, what 
a contrast here. The eternal Son of God is confessed by Peter, and 
that was followed by the glorious unveiling of the Messiah in His 
glory. 

•	 Peter, James, and John were with Him. 
-	 Not all the disciples were on the mountain with Jesus (9:14). 
-	 Were Peter, James, and John specially privileged? Or did they 
have special needs? Some think the latter. Notice, Peter wrote two 
Epistles, both of which are located after the book of Hebrews. John 
wrote his Gospel, three Epistles, and the Revelation. He lived to be 
an old man. James was the first Apostle to die a martyr’s death.  

(2)	 The change 	 	 	 	 —9:2b-3 
•	 He was transfigured 
-	 “transfigured,” Gr. metamorphóo, to change into another form]. 
This was not an effect produced from the outside, it was a change 
from within. —9:2b 

•	 His raiment became shining. —9:3 
-	 The inner Person shone forth. 
-	 Consider this in light of Heb. 10:20. His flesh was a veil which hid 
His glory. 

(3)	 The companions in glory 	 	 	 —9:4 
•	 The two divisions of the Old Testament: Law and Prophets: 
-	 Prophets: Elijah (Elias) — He represented the Old Testament 

Prophets. 
-	 Law: Moses — He represented the Old Testament Law. 

•	 They were talking with Him. 
-	 Luke says they were talking with Him “of His decease which He 
should accomplish at Jerusalem” (Luke 9:31). That “decease” was 
very important to them as well as to us. 

-	 The Law and the Prophets bear witness: “But now the righteous-
ness of God without the Law is manifested, being witnessed by 
the Law and the Prophets.” (Rom. 3:21) 

-	 Do you suppose they were having some old questions answered? 
See I Pet. 1:10-12. 
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(4)	 The impulsive remark of Peter 	 	 	 —9:5-6 
•	 He did not know what to say, because He was afraid. —9:6 
-	 A good rule of thumb: When you don’t know what to say, keep 
quiet. 

•	 “Master, it is good for us to be here …” 
•	 “… let us make three tabernacles” —
-	 One for thee (for Christ, speaking of the New Testament) 
-	 One for Moses (Law) 
-	 One for Elias (Elijah — The Prophets) 

•	 This means that Peter regarded the authority of all three equally. 
God the Father corrected that (9:7). 

I have long considered this verse (Mark 9:7) and Matt. 
17:5, “hear ye him,” to be the underlying theme of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews. See Hebrews 1:1-3 where God 
“spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets,” But 
He has “in these last days spoken unto us by his Son ….” 
If we then turn to Heb. 2:1-4 we see another thought: The 
Old Testament Scriptures were “stedfast, and every trans-
gression and disobedience received a just recompence 
of reward,” but how shall we escape if we “neglect” that 
“great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by 
the Lord …” (etc.). 

(5)	 The overshadowing Cloud	 	 	 —9:7 
•	 This is the second time the Father spoke (the first was at His 
baptism — Matt. 3:17). 

•	 “This is my beloved Son, hear Him.” — Moses (Law), and 
Elijah (Prophets), were not to be put on a par with the Words 
of God’s own Son. See Acts 3:22; Heb. 1:2; 2:3. 

•	 Notice how Peter connects his mention of the event to the 
authority of the Word in II Peter 1:15-21. 

(6)	 Back to reality (the “now”) 	 	 	 —9:8 
•	 Elijah and Moses had gone. Only Jesus was there with the 
three men. 

(7)	 His charge to them 	 	 	 	 —9:9–10 
•	 Charged to tell no man what they had seen until after “the 
Son of man were risen from the dead” —9:9 
-	 The Transfiguration was important, but it does not save. His death 
and resurrection save (Rom. 4:25; 5:9–10. This is the Gospel (I 
Cor. 15:1, 3–4). 

•	 They were dull about the resurrection —9:10 
-	 He had told them about it earlier (8:31). 
-	 Even on the day of His resurrection, though they had heard that He 
would arise on the third day, they still went to the tomb seeking 
Him. They still did not grasp that important truth. 

(8)	 Concerning Elijah 	 	 	 	 —9:11–13 

•	 Their question —9:11
-	 Elijah must indeed come first. 
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•	 His answer (9:12-13): 
-1.	 Elijah must come first and restore all things. 
-2.	 It is written that the Son of man must suffer “and be set at 

nought.” 
-3.	 Elijah has indeed come, but they rejected him (Matt. 11:13-1 and 

17:11-13). They also rejected Jesus as their Messiah. Since they 
rejected John and Jesus, the prophecy of Elijah as His forerunner 
will be fulfilled at His second coming. 

•	 Would there have been no redemption if Israel had accepted Him 
at His first coming? No. God knows man. He knew that they would 
reject Him. Notice Acts 2:23; 3:18; 4:26-28. Was their opportunity 
to accept Him as their Messiah real? Most certainly! 

11.	 Helpless disciples – powerful Christ 	             —9:14-29 
•	 This speaks of failure through prayerlessness. 

(1)	What they encountered 	 	 —9:14-17a 

•	 He came to His disciples (those who did not go up to the 
mountain). 
-	 What a sight! —9:14 
-	 He saw a great multitude around those disciples. 
-	 There were also Scribes questioning the disciples. 

•	 The people saw Him and ran to Him —9:15 
-	 As we shall see, He was the solution. 

•	 He addressed the Scribes: “What question ye with them?” 
—9:16 
-	 The Scribes had been disputing with the disciples. 
-	 Was the argument of the Scribes ever settled, or was it sidetracked 
by something more urgent? 

•	 One of the multitude answered Him (not a Scribe) —9:17a 

(2)	 The problem He found 	 	 —9:17b-18 

•	 That one of the multitude had brought his son to the disciples 
and they could not heal him. 
-	 The son had a dumb spirit. —9:17b 
-	 That dumb spirit would tear the son, cause him to foam, gnash with 
his teeth, and pine away. 
“teareth,” Used of a demon causing convulsions in a man pos-
sessed, or dashing the person down, or hurling him to the ground 
(a common occurrence in cases of demon possession). (Adapted 
from Thayer). A different Greek word is used in 9:20. It basically 
means to cause to convulse. 

(3)	 They brought the son to Jesus 	 	 —9:19-24 
•	 His answer to the man: “O faithless generation …” —9:19 
-	 See 9:23: “If thou canst believe …,” addressed to the man. 

•	 The man brought his son to Jesus. —9:20 
-	 The evil spirit tore the son and he fell on the ground foaming 
—9:20 

•	 How long ago had that came upon the boy? —9:21 
-	 “Of a child”

•	 The man asked Jesus, “if thou canst” —9:22 
-	 The devil had tried to kill the son. 

Mark 9:14–29 — From this passage, how can we 
avoid being helpless, powerless servants of 
Christ?
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•	 Jesus answered, “If thou canst believe, all things are possible 
to him that believeth.” —9:23 
-	 It is the faith of the man that is being challenged. 

•	 The father cried out: “Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief.” 
—9:24 
-	 He said this with tears. 
-	 That is the way we often have to cry out: “Lord help thou mine 

unbelief!” 

(4)	 Jesus cast the devil out 	 	 —9:25–27 

•	 He charged the foul spirit to come out —9:25 

•	 The spirit left the son, but not without doing damage. He left 
him as one dead. —9:26 
-	 Many said, “He is dead.” Was he really dead? Some Bible scholars 
think he was. It does not say so here. 

-	 If he was dead, Jesus restored him to life. If not, Jesus only healed 
him. Jesus has power to do either. But the son was not dead. 

•	 Jesus lifted him and he arose —9:27 

(5)	Why the disciples could not cast him out 	—9:28–29 

•	 His disciples asked: “Why could we not cast him out?” 
—9:28 

•	 This kind cometh not forth but by prayer and fasting —9:29 
-	 We see a clear example of man’s need to turn to God in prayer 
whenever we find ourselves in an impossible situation. 

-	 Does the Lord teach fasting? He does here.  

12.	 Second announcement of His death 	             —9:30-32 
•	 Teaching concerning His death and resurrection. This is His second an-
nouncement. 

•	 What He taught them (9:31): 
-1.	 The Son of man is delivered into the hands of men …
-2.	 They shall kill Him …
-3.	 After He is killed He shall rise the third day. 

•	 They still did not understand (cf. 9:10) —9:32 

13.	 Greatness through humility 	 	             —9:33-37 
•	 The secret of greatness. 

•	 They had been disputing over who would be greatest 	 	
	 —9:33-34 

•	 “If any man desire to be first” what must he be? 
-1.	 Last of all —9:35 
-2.	 Servant of all —9:35 

•	 The illustration of the child —9:36-37 
-	 He took the child in His arms. —9:36 

-	 By receiving: (1) the child in His Name, (2) one receives Him, (3) he 
that receives Him receives Him that sent Him (the Heavenly Father). 
—9:37 

Mark 9:30–50 — How does Jesus’ teaching in 
v.31 relate to His teaching in the rest of this 
chapter.
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14.	 “He that is not against us is on our part” 	            —9:38-41 
•	 Still considering the subject of who is the greatest. Three reasons against 
sectarianism. [Compare Num. 11:27-29.] 

•	 John reports one casting out devils in His Name —9:38 
-	 They forbad the man because he “followeth not with us.” 

•	 Three reasons for not having rebuked the man: 
-1.	No man doing a miracle in His Name can speak lightly of 

Him. —9:39 
-2.	He that is not against us is for us. —9:40 

-	 Contrast this statement with Matt. 12:30. The two contexts must 
be considered. Also consider what is being discussed in each case. 
This does not have to do with salvation. Contrast Acts 19:13-17, 
the sons of Sceva. 

-3.	Whosoever gives a drink of water in His Name shall not lose 
his reward —9:41 
-	 Spoken of serving His disciples in His Name. 

15.	Warnings against offending 	 	             —9:42-50 
•	 He is still dealing with greatness in this passage. Here we also have some 
clear teaching about Hell. Back to the child of vv. 36-37. He continued 
to talk about that child. 

•	 Whosoever shall offend (cause to sin) (9:42):
-	 Whom? One of these little ones that believe in me. 
-	 The penalty: Death [Such a millstone would weigh him down and he 
would soon be drowned.] 

•	 The seriousness of sin as seen in the penalty: 
(1)	If thy hand offend thee 	 	 —9:43-44 

-	 Cut it off! It is better to go through life maimed than to go into 
hell. 

-	 Hell is spoken of as “the fire that never shall be quenched: Where 
their worm dieth not….” 

(2)	If thy foot offend thee 	 	 —9:45–46 
-	 Cut if off! 

(3)	If thine eye offend thee 	 	 —9:47–48 
-	 Pluck it out! 

•	 Salt and the disciple (9:49–50) 

(1)	“For every one shall be salted with fire …”  
-	 The fire of hell shall be to the lost what salt is to flesh. As salt keeps 
meat from corruption, so the fire of hell, as it burns, tortures, and 
distresses rebellious sinners, will preserve them in their beings. 
They shall not be consumed by that fire, but shall continue in it 
throughout eternity.  

(2)	And “every sacrifice shall be salted with salt” 
-	 Every sacrifice (Cf. Rom. 12:1) shall be salted in this way. See 
Lev. 2:13 — it is the “salt of the covenant.” 

(3)	“… if the salt have lost its saltness…” 
-	 Compare Matt. 5:13. Believers are the salt of the earth. Salt which 

has lost its savor is good for nothing. 

(4)	“Have salt in yourselves …” 
-	 See Col. 4:6 – “Let your speech be alway with grace, seasoned 
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with salt, that ye may know how ye ought to answer every man.” 

(5)	“… and have peace one with another.” — Consider the dispute 
they were having (9:33–34). 

Note: Some skeptics who specialize in raising questions about 
the authenticity of the Scriptures have said that Mark 9:44 and 
46 are not in the “best manuscripts,” though they do admit 9:48, 
which says the same thing. Such teaching about Hell is repugnant 
to the natural man. These men no doubt resent the repetition of 
this truth. Little wonder, then, that some of the copyists omitted 
these verses. However, the Textus Receptus  manuscripts which 
are correct do have these verses, and repugnant or not, they 
speak the truth. 

4.	 Ministry of the Servant on the Way to Jerusalem	 	
—10:1-52 

•	 Mark 10:  

1.	 His talk about divorce and remarriage 	             —10:1-12 
[Matt. 19:1–9] 

•	 He was making His final departure from the north country and His final 
ascension to Jerusalem, where He was to be crucified. 

(1)	 He moved from Cæsarea Philippi to Judea by way of the east 
side of Jordan 	 	 	 	 —10:1 
•	 In Cæsarea — Mark 8:27 

•	 He had gone up to the mountain. —9:2-29 

•	 He passed secretly through Galilee —9:30-32 

•	 Then He went to Capernaum —9:33-34 

(2)	 The Pharisees tempt (test) Him about divorce	 —10:2-9 

-1.	 “Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife?” —10:2 
•	 They were tempting Him. 
•	 See our notes on Matt. 19:3–12. 

-2.	 Jesus: “What did Moses command you?” —10:3 

-3.	 Pharisees: “Moses suffered” (permitted) —10:4 
-	 They did not give the condition under which Moses permitted 
divorce (Deut. 24:1-4).

-4.	 Jesus: “For the hardness of your heart he (Moses) wrote 
you this precept.” —10:5 
-	 This was not a command but rather a concession because of 
man’s sinful condition. It was given in order to regulate and 
control divorce rather than to encourage it. 

-5.	 God’s will from the beginning —10:6-9 
-	 This is God’s intention and ideal. 

•	 God made them male and female —10:6-7 
-	 Not male and male, or female and female  

•	 The two shall be one flesh (God said) —10:8 
•	 Man must not divide what God has joined —10:9 

Mark 10 — On His way to Jerusalem to give His 
life for us, Jesus addressed several subjects/
needs. What are they and how do they relate 
to us today?
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(3)	 His disciples asked Him a question 	              —10:10-12 

-1.	 Their question was also about divorce —10:10 
-	 See Matt. 19:10–12 also. 

-2.	 The man who puts away his wife and marries another com-
mits adultery against her —10:11 
-	 “committeth adultery” —Present tense, continuous action,  same 

in v. 12 

-3.	 The woman who puts away her husband and marries another 
commits adultery —10:12 

2.	 We must ”receive the Kingdom of God” as a child. 	 	
	 	 	 	 	          —10:13–16 
•	 The right attitude toward little children — [Matt. 19:13–15; Luke 
18:15–17] 

(1)	 The disciples rebuked people 	 	 —10:13 
•	 They rebuked those who brought young children  to Him. 
•	 Luke says, “infants” —See Luke 18:15. 
•	 See our notes on Matt. 19:13–15. 

(2)	 Jesus was much displeased at them 	 —10:14–15  
•	 He said:  “Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid 
them not, for of such is the Kingdom of God.” —1:14 

•	 “Whosoever shall not receive the Kingdom of God as a little 
child, he shall not enter therein.” —1:15 
What does it mean to receive the Kingdom of God “as a little child”? 
Childlike faith is simple and credulous. 

Spurgeon wrote: 
We must possess the simplicity, teachableness, and trustful-
ness of children, or else grace is not in us. Like them also 
we must be free from avarice and ambition. 

(3)	 He took the little children up in His arms, put His hands upon 
them and blessed them 	 	 —10:16 

3.	 The rich young ruler 	 	 	           —10:17-31 
[Matt. 19:16-30; Luke 18:18-30] 

•	 The general principle which this event illustrates was seen in 8:34. 

•	 See my notes on Matt. 19:16–22 where this event is seen in more 
detail. 

•	 Highlights: 

(1)	 “… what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?” 
•	 “Inherit” — Lit., strictly means to receive by lot, or, in a more general 

sense, to possess oneself of, to receive as one’s own, to obtain. 

(2)	  The commandments given (10:19): 
•	 The 7th.: Do not commit adultery 

•	 The 6th.: Do not kill 

•	 The 8th.: Do not steal 

•	 The 9th.: Do not bear false witness; Defraud not 
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•	 The 5th.: Honour thy father and mother 
-	 All of these have to do with man’s relationship to his fellow man. 

•	 The man responded: “Master, all these have I observed from my 
youth.” —10:20 

(3)	 “Jesus beholding him loved him …” 	 —10:21 
•	 The man was loved. We can never interpret the words of 
Jesus which follow as having been spoken in a censorious 
manner.  

(4)	 Jesus then tested the man with respect to both his relationship 
to his fellow man and to God 	 	 —10:21b 
•	 Sell what you have — Did he worship his possessions or God? 
Did he love possessions or did he love God? 
-	 Did he have the possessions, or did the possessions have him? 

•	 Give to the poor — Did he really love his fellow man? 

Jesus tested the man’s obedience to the law: 
•	 See my notes on Matt. 22:36-40. 

(1)	 Love to God (Deut. 6:4-5) 
-	 The first 4 Commandments – love to God. 

(2)	 Love to neighbor (Lev. 19:18b) 
-	 The last 6 Commandments – love to neighbor 

(5)	 The point 	 	 	 	 —10:23–24 
•	 “How hardly … they that have riches ….“ —10:23 
•	 How hard it is “for them that trust in riches to enter into the 
Kingdom of God.” —16:24 

Trusting in riches is the great evil rather than the hav-
ing of them, though the two things often go together. 
—Spurgeon 

•	 Covetousness is idolatry. —Col. 3:5 

•	 “Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” —Exodus 20:3 

(6)	 The purpose of Christ in this could be summarized: 
-1.	 Believe Him (Christ) to be God, for He is good. —10:18 

-2.	 Recognize his own sinfulness, as well as his own inability to do 
anything about it. —10:19–20 

-3.	 Take up his cross and follow Christ. —10:17b, 21 

(7)	 For “the eye of a needle,” see my notes on Matt. 19:24. 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 —10:25 

(8)	 Peter wanted to know, in view of the fact that they had left all 
to follow Him, what would they have	 —10:28 

•	 See Matt. 19:27 for more on this. And consult our notes on it. 
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(9)	What those who leave all to follow Him may expect 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 —10:29–30 

-1.	 In this world: “… an hundredfold now in this time” 
—10:30 
-	 Houses 
-	 Brethren 
-	 Sisters 
-	 Mothers 
-	 Children 
-	 Lands 
-	 With persecutions [Cf. Acts 14:22; II Tim. 3:12; I Thess. 3:3; I 
Pet. 4:12–13] 

-2.	 In the world to come: “… eternal life.” 

(10)	 The first last and the last first 	 	 —10:31 
•	 See our notes on Matt. 19:30 and the context. 

4.	 Third announcement of His death 	          —10:32–34 

•	 He was on His way to Jerusalem —10:32 
-	 He went before them rather than walking among them. (Showing His 
determination) 

-	 They were amazed and afraid. (Indicating that this was significant) 
-	 He began to tell them again what would happen to Him there. 

•	 What He said here (10:33–34): 
-1.	 The Son of man shall be delivered unto the Chief Priests and 

Scribes. 
-2.	 They shall condemn Him to death. 
-3.	 They shall deliver Him to the Gentiles. 
-4.	 The Gentiles will mock Him, scourge Him, and spit upon Him. 
-5.	 They shall kill Him. [The Jews condemned Him to death, the Gentiles 

killed Him. Who is guilty? He died for me.] 
-6.	 The third day He shall rise again. 

5.	 The request of James and John 	 	          —10:35–45 
[Matt. 20:20–28] 

•	 James and John (sons of Zebedee) make the request. —10:35 
-	 In Matthew it is their mother who approaches Jesus. No doubt the desire 
was hers, but the fact that Mark records them coming shows that the 
ambition was theirs also. 

(1)	 Their request: Position 	 	 	 —10:37 
•	 At His right hand and left hand in His glory. 
-	 Had they not been of the trio with Him at His Transfiguration? 
Peter was there also, what about him?  

(2)	 They did not understand what they asked          —10:38–39 
•	 They did not grasp His crucifixion (10:32–34). 
•	 They had not caught on to being a servant (9:33–35). 
•	 Could they drink of the cup and be baptized with the baptism? 
—10:38 
-	 Cup [Ps. 11:6; 60:3; 75:8; Isa. 51:17, 22; Mark 14:36 Rev. 14:10; 
16:19] — Signifying the bearing of retribution and wrath … . 
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Jesus bore God’s wrath for mankind. He said, “… the cup that I 
drink of.” [Cf. John 15:18–21] 
The “cup” for Him: see Matt. 26:39, He took upon Himself 
all of the sins of mankind from the fall and onward. This also 
includes the separation from God which is the result of sin (Matt. 
27:45-46). See I Pet. 2:22-24 and II Cor. 5:21. 
The “cup” for them: A cup of suffering – Christ suffered for 
our sins. They would suffer because of sin. 

-	 Baptism always relates to death [Rom. 6:3–11; Luke 12:50].  

Spurgeon: Our ignorance often shows itself in our prayers. 
We ask for a crown when we ought to pray for grace to 
bear our cross. 

•	 They said they could —10:39a 
•	 They would drink the cup and be baptized with the baptism 
—10:39b 
-	 James was the first to be martyred (Acts 12:2). 
-	 John suffered much and may have been executed. 

•	 Position was not for Him to give —10:40a 
-3.	 Position is for them for whom it is prepared 	 —10:40b 

•	 Position is not granted by mere request (a favor). 
•	 It is for them for whom it is prepared. It is according to 
God’s own design. 
-	 That ambitious request showed their lack of appreciation of Who 
Jesus is and what He will be in His glorious Kingdom. They 
showed no fear of God. 

-4.	 The indignant disciples and God’s standard of greatness 	 	
	 	 	 	             —10:41–44 
•	 The 10 were displeased, not doubt, because they too had 
wanted position. —10:41 
-	 At least they wanted equality. 

•	 Don’t be like the rulers of the Gentiles —10:42 
-	 That is, how many does he control? How many can he compel 
to do his will? 

•	 The great among you shall be your minister. —10:43 
-	 “minister,” diákonos, “one who executes the commands of 
another,” a servant who runs errands for others. 

•	 The chiefest shall be servant of all —10:44 
-	 “servant,” doulos, “a slave, bondman, man of servile condition,” 
“one who gives himself up to another's will.” 

-5.	 Christ is the example 	 	 	 —10:45 
•	 THIS IS THE KEY VERSE OF MARK. 
•	 He came not to be ministered unto. 
(As the Gentile rulers would seek how much service others would 
render to them) 

•	 He came to serve 
-	 Why He came: “Others” 
-	 See Phil. 2:5–8 

•	 He gave His Life a Ransom for many. He died for the sins 
of mankind. [I Pet. 2:18–25; Isa. 53:10–12; Psa. 49:7–9] 
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6.	 The healing of blind Bartimaeus 	           —10:46-52 
[Matt. 20:29-34; Luke 18:35-43] 

•	 See our notes on Matt. 20:29-34 

•	 Mark speaks of but one blind man, Bartimaeus, son of Timaeus. 
-	 Matthew speaks of two men in this event. 

•	 The prayer of Bartimaeus was one of insistence and persistence 
—10: 47-48 

•	 His faith was rewarded —10:49-52 
-	 Mark does not record Him touching the man’s eyes, as Matthew does. 
Mark records the command of Jesus, “Go thy way; thy faith hath made 
the whole.” 

-	 In a few days Bartimaeus will see Jesus on the Cross (He followed 
Jesus). 

5.	 Ministry of the Servant in Jerusalem	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 —11:1 – 13:37 

•	 Mark 11:  

1.	 The Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem 	             —11:1-11 
[Matt. 21:1-11; Luke 19:28-38; John 12:12-18] 

•	 The presentation of the Messiah — Up to this time He had avoided 
publicity, especially as it incited the Scribes, Pharisees, and oth-
ers. He withdrew, or attempted to do so on various occasions. But 
now His deliberate acts can mean but one thing. This is the public 
proclamation of Jesus as the Christ (Messiah). 

•	 See our notes on Matt. 21:1-11. 

(1)	 The colt 	 	 	 	 —11:1-7 
•	 They were at the Mount of Olives. —11:1 
•	 He sent men into the village to get the colt. —11:2-3 
-	 It was a colt “whereon never man sat.” —11:2 
-	 It was either prearranged, or a miracle based upon His omniscience. 
It appears to be a miracle, but we cannot be certain. 

-	 Jesus indicated He would sent the colt back. —11:3  

•	 They brought the colt to Jesus —11:4-7 
-	 They cast their garments on the animal. —11:7b 
-	 Jesus sat upon him. —11:7c 

(2)	 The praise 	 	 	 	 —11:8–10 
•	 People spread their garments and branches in the way before 
Him. —11:8 

•	 They cried, “Hosanna; Blessed is He that cometh in the Name 
of the Lord.” —11:9 
-	 “Hosanna” = save now. “Hosanna in the highest” (v. 10), this means, 
“Save now, thou who art in the highest heavens.” 

-	 This is in fulfillment of Zech. 9:9. See also Psalm 118:25–26. Though 
the REAL fulfillment is yet to come. It will be at the beginning of 
the Millennium. 

•	 “Blessed be the Kingdom of our father David, that cometh in 
the Name of the Lord.” —11:10 
-	 This refers to the Messianic Kingdom. 

Mark 11 — Jesus Christ, the Messiah, officially 
presents Himself to Israel. What events are 
part of this presentation, and what is their 
significance?
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-	 It is evidence that they were recognizing and receiving Him as 
Messiah. 

(3)	 The Temple 	 	 	 	 —11:11 
•	 He evidently inspected the Temple at this time. He purged it 
the following day (see below). 
-	 This took place on Sunday night, the Triumphal Entry was earlier 
on Sunday. —11:11  

2.	 The barren fig tree rebuked 	 	           —11:12-14 

•	 We may rightfully assume that the fig tree pictures the nation 
Israel (Hosea 9:10). A peculiarity of the fig tree is that the leaves 
and the fruit would be expected to be together. Israel, God’s fig 
tree, is rejected. 
-	 The Old Testament prophetic predictions were coming to pass at the 
time of this event. 

-	 See Luke 13:6-9. Israel, God’s fig tree, was not bearing fruit. He had 
given Israel three years, and then a fourth, to bear fruit, but there was 
none. He then judged that nation by placing a curse upon it, just as He 
did the tree with leaves and no fruit. Israel had leaves, but they had no 
fruit. 

3.	 The second cleansing of the Temple 	           —11:15-19 
[Matt. 21:12-16; Luke 19:45-47] 

•	 This is His second cleansing of the Temple. The first is recorded 
in John 2:13-17. 

•	 He cast out the religious racketeers —11:15-16 
•	 The purging of the Temple was a priority. 
-	 It was His House (11:17). See Isa. 56:7 (a Millennial passage, “for all 
people,” for Jews and gentiles alike.) 

-	 He had “looked round about” the Temple the day before (11:11). 

•	 It had become a den of thieves (Jer. 7:11) —11:17 
•	 This aroused the opposition even more —11:18 
-	 The people were astonished at His doctrine (teaching). 

•	 He did not sleep in Jerusalem, the city which had rejected Him. 
—11:19 
-	 This was Monday night. 

4.	 Teaching on prayer 	 	 	           —11:20-26 
[Matt. 21:21–22] 

•	 The withered fig tree prompted Peter’s remark which led to a 
discourse about prayer. 

(1)	 Peter’s remark 	 	 	 —11:20-21 

•	 It was the fig tree which represented Israel. Israel was about 
to be cursed for their unfruitfulness.
-	 They were finally judged in 70 A.D. by Rome. 
-	 Though, we must remember, they will be restored some day. They 
will turn to Him. 

—	 The conditions of prevailing prayer (11:22-26): 
(2)	 Faith 	 	 	 	 —11:22-24 

•	 “Have faith in God” — He is to be the Object of our faith. 
—11:22 
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•	 Moving mountains by faith —11:23 
-	 Is He talking about moving the literal Mount of Olives into the 
Dead Sea, or does He refer to the mountains of our lives? 

-	 Since the fig tree represents something, the mountain and the sea 
also represent. See I Cor. 13:2. 

•	 Whatsoever things ye desire — believe! —11:24 
-	 “desire” = A way of saying “ask,” (aitéo, “to ask”). 
-	 Believe — “and ye shall have.” 

(3)	 Forgiveness 	 	 	 —11:25-26 
•	 See Matt. 6:14-15; 18:35; Eph. 4:32; Col. 3:13. 

5.	 The leaders question His authority 	           —11:27-33 
[Matt. 21:23-27; Luke 20:1-8] 

•	 He was walking in the Temple and was approached by the Chief Priests, 
the Scribes, and the Elders. —11:27 

(1)	 “By what authority doest thou these things?”	 —11:28 
•	 Thought that they were the recognized human authorities.
-	 They were also the source of the corruption which He had cleansed 
from the Temple, as well as the corrupt teaching. 

•	 They considered all “these things” to be in the sphere of their 
authority. 

•	 He had authority from Heaven. 
-	 When they asked Him who gave Him this authority, no doubt they 
were referring to men. 

-	 They thought they had such authority. 

•	 “These things” refers to the cleansing of the Temple, as well 
as His teaching. 

(2)	 He responded with a question 	 	              —11:29-32 

•	 He presented them with a dilemma: Was John’s baptism of 
Heaven (God) or of men? —11:30

•	 If they recognized John’s authority, they would have had to 
recognize Jesus’ authority. 
-	 John bore witness to Jesus —John. 1:29-37; 3:26-30; 5:32-36. 

•	 They had no personal convictions. 
-	 Theirs were lives of expediency. —11:31-32 

(3)	 They would not give Him the answer. 	 	 —11:33  

•	 They would not tell, 
-	 They had rejected John, and thus had rejected Him. 

•	 No doubt they knew from whence He received His author-
ity. 
-	 They had checked the “polls of public opinion.” 

•	 Mark 12:  

6.	 The Parable of the Vineyard 	 	            —12:1–12 
[Matt. 21:33–46; Luke 20:9–19; cf. Isa. 5:1–7] 

•	 This parable reveals their rejection of God’s authority. First He 

Mark 12 — In His continued presentation of Himself 
to Israel, Jesus Christ, the Servant of the Lord 
instructs her leaders. What instruction is given 
and what is its significance?
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sent the prophets whom they maltreated, then He sent His Son, 
whom they killed. —12:1-9 
-	 The vineyard speaks of Israel (Isa. 5:1-7; Psa. 80:8-16). 

-	 The “husbandmen” speaks of the leaders (Priests, Scribes, Elders). 

-	 The “servants” represent the prophets. —12:2–5 

-	 The “son” (“one son, his wellbeloved”) represents Jesus, His “only 
begotten Son” (John 3:16). —12:6-8 

-	 He destroyed those husbandmen and gave His vineyard (Israel) to others 
(see Matt. 21:41). —12:9 

•	 He is also the rejected Stone —12:10-12 
-	 Despite their rejection of Him, He will be exalted to be Head of the 
corner. [Psa. 118:22-23; Acts 4:11-12; also I Pet. 2:4-8] 

-	 They sought to lay hold on Him (to arrest Him), but they feared the 
people. The people knew He had spoken the parable against the leaders. 
They left Jesus. —12:12 

7.	 They try to trap Him about taxes 	           —12:13-17 
[Matt. 22:15–22; Luke 20:19–26] 

•	 Enemies united —12:13 
-	 The Pharisees and the Herodians were enemies, but here they unite 
against Him. Their purpose, “to catch Him in His words.” 

-	 Cf. Ps. 2:1-3 — The nations will disregard their differences in order to 
war against Him. See Rev. 19:19 (16:14-16; 17:13-14) the story of the 
Battle of Armageddon. 

•	 This was a political question. 
(1)	 Flattery — They did not speak sincerely? 		 —12:14a 

•	 We know that thou art true … 
•	 (We know that thou) carest for no man … 
•	 (We know that thou) regardest not the person of men …
•	 (We know that thou) teachest the way of God in truth 

(2)	 Their question: “Is it lawful to give tribute to Cæsar or not?” 		
	 	 	 	 	          —12:14b-15a  

(3)	Whose image and superscription was on the penny? 	 	
	 	 	 	 	           —12:15-16 
•	 By using Cæsar’s coinage they were already recognizing his 
supremacy. 

(4)	 Cæsar and God both have their due 	 	 —12:17 
•	 Not only is something due to Cæsar, but something is also 

due to God. 
•	 God and government are separate. 
-	 Though God sets up rulers and He puts rulers down (see Dan. 2:21), 
during these “Times of the Gentiles” he separates between “Cæsar” 
and Himself. Also see Romans 13:1-7. 

8.	 He answers the Sadduccees 	 	          —12:18–27 
[Matt. 22:23–33; Luke 20:27–38] 

•	 The Sadduccees, “which say there is no resurrection.” Their effort 
is to catch Him in His words about the resurrection. 
-	 Now the Pharisees, which adamantly believed in the resurrection, were 
in collusion with these “modernists.” 

-	 See our notes on Matt. 22:23–33 and Luke 20:27–38 which cover this 
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from their perspectives. 
[Matthew, the Gospel of the King. Luke, the Gospel of the Perfect Man. 
Mark, the Gospel of the Servant.] 

•	 This was a doctrinal question. 
(1)	 Their exaggeration expressed 	 	 —12:19-23 

•	 It is based upon Moses’ Law in Deut. 25:5 —12:19 	
-	 The Sadduccees accepted only the Pentateuch. He answered them 
from the Pentateuch. 

•	 The tale of the 7 brothers and a woman widowed 6 or 7 times 
with no children —12:20-23 

(2)	 Their ignorance exposed 	 	 —12:24-25 
•	 They err because they do not know the Scriptures [see vv. 
26-27] —12:24 

•	 They err because they do not know the power of God. 
-	 The skeptic always limits the power of God. 

•	 Things will be different in the future life: Men will neither 
marry or give in marriage. Angels don’t marry. 
-	 Yet, we will be us. See I Cor. 15:37-38, 51-54. 

(3)	 His answer from Moses 	 	 —12:26-27 
•	 He turns to Moses, and bases the certainty of the resurrection 
on the fact that God told Moses, “I am the God of Abraham, 
and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” —12:26 

•	 God is not the God of the dead but of the living. At the moment 
He spoke to Moses, He was very much the God of the three 
men, all of whom were physically dead, but in the presence 
of God. —12:27  

9.	 He answers the Scribes (Pharisees) 	           —12:28-34 
[Matt. 22:34-40] 

•	 The Scribes were of the Pharisees who were the more orthodox 
of all the sects of the Jews, but their problem was that they were 
formalists. 
-	 Some have erroneously called them “fundamentalists.” That certainly 
is not so. The “fundamentalist” believes the fundamentals of the faith, 
as did the Pharisees. But the Pharisees added ceremonies and forms, 
as many of the formalistic “Protestant” groups do today. 

•	 This was a much-debated legal question. 

(1)	 The question: “Which is the first commandment of all?” 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 —12:28 
•	 Asked by a Scribe, one who knew the Law well. 
•	 The “first commandment,” meaning first in importance. 
•	 The Scribes divided the Law into 613 precepts. 
-	 Thus, they sought to know which is most important of all of 
them? 

(2)	 The answer: Love directed in two directions          —12:29-31
-1.	 Love God —12:29-30 

-	 With 12:29–30 compare Deut. 6:4-5. 
-	 This statement summarizes the first 4 Commandments of the 
Decalogue (Exod. 20:3-11). 
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-2.	 Love thy neighbor —12:31  
-	 This quotes from Lev. 19:18. 
-	 This statement summarizes the last 6 Commandments of the Ten 
Commandments (Ex. 20:1-17). 

(3)	 Commendation by the Scribe 	 	              —12:32-34 
•	 He commended Jesus for His answer —12:32-33 
-	 The prophets taught this (Isa. 1:11-17; Mic. 6:6-8; Jer. 7:22-23; 
and compare John 14:21). 

•	 He answered “discreetly,” that is, with understanding, or 
intelligently, as one who thought for himself. 

•	 Jesus said to him, “Thou art not far from the Kingdom of 
God” —12:34 
-	 He was not in the Kingdom but near it. He lacked something.  That 
thing which he lacked was Jesus? See the next few verses (12:35-40) 
… 

10.	 He then questioned the Scribes 	           —12:35-37 
[Matt. 22:41-46; Luke 20:41-44] 

•	 The all-important question for every man, “What think ye of 
Christ?” (Matt. 22:42). 

(1)	 Question: “How say the Scribes that Christ is the son of Da-
vid?” 	 	 	 	 	 —12:35 
-	 By “Christ,” He means “Messiah.” 

(2)	 Proposition: But David  called Christ, “Lord” 	 —12:36 
-	 Jesus is referring to Ps. 110:1 where “Lord” is the Heb., Adonai.  

(3)	 Second question: Calling for a conclusion 	 —12:37a 

•	 If David calls Him “Lord,” how can He be David’s Son? 
—12:37a 
-	 The answer to this is in the incarnation. 

•	 The common people responded to His teaching: They heard 
Him gladly.  —12:37b 

11.	 He was speaking about the Scribes 	           —12:38-40 
[Matt. 23:1-12; Luke 20:45-47] 

•	 His warning about the Scribes: 

(1)	 They love to go in long clothing. 

(2)	 They love salutations in the market places. 

(3)	 They love the chief seats in the synagogues. 

(4)	 They love the uppermost rooms at feasts. 

(5)	 They devour widows’ houses. 

(6)	 For a pretense they make long prayers. 

•	 All of the above refer to their desire for self-importance. 

•	 They shall receive “greater damnation.” 
-	 To those with more light is more accountability. 

•	 Matt. 23:4-7 has a related but somewhat different list of their 
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abuses. 
-	 Example: “For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and 
lay them on men's shoulders; but they themselves will not move them 
with one of their fingers. But all their works they do for to be seen of 
men….”  

12.	 The widow giving her “two mites” 	           —12:41-44 
[See my notes on Luke 21:1-4] 

•	 How God regards the gifts of His own: 
(1)	 He watched the giving into the “treasury”             —12:41-42 

•	 The rich cast in much (out of their wealth) —12:41b 
•	 The poor widow threw in 2 mites —12:42 
-	 A mite, the smallest of copper coins. 

(2)	 Here Christ says that she gave more than all of them together. 	
	 	 	 	 	             —12:43-44 
•	 They gave of their abundance. —12:44a 
•	 She gave of her want —12:44b 
-	 She gave according to what she had (II Cor. 8:12). Not wealth but 
poverty. Not a part but the whole. 

-	 She was in “deep poverty” (II Cor. 8:2) 

•	 Our giving is a stewardship of what we have, and what matters 
most is how much we have left over after we give. 

•	Mark 13:  

13.	 He tells the disciples about the future 	             —13:1-37 
[Matt. 24 – 25; Luke 21:5-38] 

•	 This is the Olivet Discourse. 

(1)	 The questions of the disciples 	 	 —13:1-4 
•	 This discourse took place because of the disciples’ admiration of the 
Temple. According to Josephus, many of the stones of the Temple 
were over 37 feet long, 12 feet high, and 18 feet wide. These might 
weigh 200 to 300 tons. —13:1 
-	 See His words about the Temple in Matt. 23:38  

•	 The destruction of the Temple took place under General Titus in A.D. 
70. Titus tried to preserve the Temple, but his soldiers, being carried 
away with fury and greed, burned and plundered it. 

•	 The twofold question of Peter, James, John and Andrew: 
-1.	 When shall these things be? —13:4a 

•	 What things? The destruction of the Temple. Luke gives the 
answer to this question in Luke 21:20-24 (see notes). 

-2.	 What shall be the sign when all of these things shall be 
fulfilled? —13:4b 

•	Jesus answers this in 13:5–37. 

(2)	 The characteristics of that age 	 	 —13:5–13 
Warnings against 3 dangers: 
-1.	 Deception —13:5–6 

•	 Warning: “Take heed lest any man deceive you.” 
—13:5 

•	 There are a lot of false “christs” around also today. 

Mark 13 — Finally, in His presentation of Himself 
to Israel, Jesus Christ, the Servant of the Lord, 
instructs His disciples about the future. What 
questions are answered, warnings given, and 
prophecies made?
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-2.	 Destruction —13:7-8 
•	 Warning: “… be ye not troubled.” —13:7 
•	 This speaks of wars, and there are plenty of those today. 
—13:8 

•	 There will be plagues —13:8b-9  
-	 earthquakes 
-	 famines 
-	 troubles 
-	 persecutions 

•	 “… but the end shall not be yet” — There will be more! 
•	 “… these are the beginnings of sorrows” — 

-3.	 Difficulty —13:9-13 
•	 Warning: “But take heed to yourselves.” —13:9 
•	 This talks abut persecution. —13:9 
•	 Then during the Tribulation the Gospel of the Kingdom 
will be preached among all nations. —13:10 

•	 How to react to persecution —13:11 
-	 God’s provision of help. 

•	 There will be treachery in families —13:12 
•	 There will be hatred against the believer —13:13a 
•	 He that endures to the end (of the Tribulation) shall be 
saved (from it) —13:1b 

(3)	 The coming crisis 	 	 	              —13:14-23 
•	 The abomination of desolation —13:14 
-	 Here and in Matt. 24:15. See also Dan. 8:11; 9:26; 11:36 and 

12:11.  
-	 Daniel’s prophecy was fulfilled in part in Antiochus IV Epiphanes. 
Christ tells us about the second part, and that it is still future from 
His time on earth. It is described in Rev. 13. 

•	 Warnings about the need to flee. —13:14b-18 
-	 It will need to be hasty. 

•	 The Great Tribulation —13:19 
-	 Cf. Matt. 24:21. 
-	 Called “the time of Jacob's trouble.” —Jer. 30:7 
-	 See Daniel 12:1 and Joel 2:2. 

•	 False “christs” and false prophets to do signs and wonders 
—13:22 
-	 See II Thess. 2:8-12; Rev. 13:13-15. Not all miraculous works are 

of God. 

(4)	 The Second Coming of Christ 	 	              —13:24-27 
•	 Mark 13:24-25 must be seen with Rev. 19:11-16. 
•	 The Second Coming in Glory with His saints —13:26
•	 The Rapture is not spoken of in 13:27. It speaks of His coming 
in Glory. The elect (Israel) are gathered.  

(5)	 Instructions concerning watchfulness 	             —13:28–37 
•	 The fig tree which He cursed (see 11:13-14, 20-21) begins to 
bud again. —13:28 
-	 He cursed a literal fig tree in Mark 11:13-14, 20-21. It clearly  
depicted fruitless Israel. 
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-	 Israel became a nation in 1947, after nearly 2,600 years! The bud-
ding of the fig tree may well have been fulfilled at that time. 

-	 Many prophetic scholars were very excited when Israel became a 
nation in 1947, and they proclaimed it as “the budding of the fig 
tree.” Dr. Charles Fuller of the Old Fashioned Revival Hour radio 
program preached about it for weeks on end. What a blessing those 
messages were to me! 

•	 The certainty of His words —13:31 
-	 His Words are preserved for us. Notice, His Words are more per-
manent than heaven and earth. 

-	 See Matt. 24:35 for the same statement. 
-	 Can we believe that, or must we accept the idea that the manuscripts 

were lost to mankind for a long time and were only rediscovered 
in recent decades? Do we have the Word of God today? Can we 
read our Bible with confidence that every tittle has been preserved 
and protected for us? (Matt 5:18; Luke 16:17)  

•	 No man knows the day nor the hour, not the angels in heaven, 
nor the Son — only the Father —13:32

•	 Watchfulness enjoined —13:33-37 
-	 The injunction is, “Watch and pray.” —13:33 

•	 Seven warnings in the chapter: 13:5, 7, 9, 23, 33, 35, 37. 

6.	 Submission of the Servant to Death	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 —14:1 – 15:47 

•	 Mark 14:  

•	 This is the longest chapter of Mark, with 72 verses. As you have 
seen, Mark’s chapters have been very short up to this one. His 
narrative is very fast moving and to the point. 

•	 Notice the time references in Mark: 
-	 Please understand that the Jewish day began at 6:00 P.M. 

(1)	 The presentation of the King 	 	 	 —11:1-11 
•	 Sunday  

(2)	 “And on the morrow” (the day following) 	 —11:12 
•	 Monday 
-	 The cursing of the fig tree and cleansing of the Temple 

(3)	 “And in the morning” 	 	 	 —11:20 
•	 Tuesday 
-	 They see the fig tree withered, He is challenged by the Chief Priests, 
Scribes, and Elders. He had various discourses, ending with the 
Olivet Discourse (Mark 13). 

(4)	 “After 2 days was the feast of the Passover, and of Unleavened 
Bread” 	 	 	 	 	 —14:1 
•	 Still Tuesday 
-	 This was no doubt still the same day spoken of in 11:20. 

(5)	 “And the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they killed the 
Passover” 	 	 	 	 	 —14:12 
•	 Thursday  — He was in the grave Thursday night, Friday night, 

and Saturday night — 3 days and 3 nights (Mt. 12:39–40). 

Mark 14 — Jesus Christ, the Servant of the Lord, 
submits Himself to die. What are the events 
leading to His death and what is their signifi-
cance to us today?
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John 19:14 – “And it was the preparation of the Passover” 
— This is when they crucified Him. Now, it does not say, 
“preparation for the Passover,” but “preparation of the 
Passover.” They were preparing for the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread which began the day following Passover, and was a 
day in which no “servile” work was done. Unleavened bread 
was to be put out of their houses for this Feast of Unleavened 
Bread (see Exod. 12:15–20).  See Lev. 23:4-8. 

1.	 The conspiracy to kill Him 	 	 	 —14:1-2 
•	 Time: Two days before Passover and Unleavened Bread 
—14:1a 

•	 Who? The Chief Priests and Scribes [Sadduccees and Pharisees] 
—14:1b 

•	 Their intention: “Not on the feast day” —14:2 
-	 Christ is our Passover (I Cor. 5:7b), He had to be crucified on Pass-

over. 
-	 They did take Him on the feast day regardless. Why? Because of His 
having been anointed by the women (14:3-10; and John 12:4-6). Also 
because of the raising of Lazarus. See John 12:10-11.  

2.	 He is anointed for His burial 	 	 	 —14:3-9 
[Matt. 26:6-13; John 12:1-8] 

•	 See our notes on Matt. 26:6-13 where we discuss whether or not 
this is the same event as that discussed in John 12:1-8. 

(1)	 It was in Bethany in the house of Simon the Leper 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 —14:3a 
•	 Bethany is “where Lazarus was which had been dead, whom He 
raised from the dead” (John 12:1). 

•	 Martha served and Lazarus sat at the table (John 12:2). 

•	 Thus, it may well be that the house of Simon the Leper was also the 
home of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus. 

(2)	 A woman came 	 	 	 	 —14:3b 
•	 This woman was Mary, sister of Martha and Lazarus (John 12:3). 
•	 She had an alabaster box of ointment of spikenard which was very 
precious —14:3 

•	 She broke the box and poured the contents on His head (John says 
His feet). 

(3)	 The indignation 	 	 	 	 —14:4-5 
•	 “Why was this waste of ointment made?” Was it a waste? See the 
response of Jesus (14:6, 8). 

•	 Judas was the objector (John 12:4–6). 
•	 He said it might be sold and the proceeds given to the poor. John says 
that he said that because he was a thief and carried the bag (money). 
300 “pence” is the value of about 300 days’ labor. 

(4)	 Jesus’ response 	 	 	 	 —14:6-9 
•	 “… she hath wrought a good work on me” —14:6 
•	 “For ye have the poor with you always, : but me ye have not always.” 
—14:7 
-	 But Judas was not really concerned about the poor. 
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•	 She had anointed His Body for His burying —14:8 
-	 This is the only time that His body was anointed, because, when 
the women went to do it, He had already risen. 

•	 The story of her act has been spoken of down through the ages 
throughout the entire world —14:9  

3.	 Judas then agreed to betray Him 	           —14:10-11
[Matt. 26:14-16; Luke 22:3-6]  

•	 This, of course, was the greatest treachery of all. 

For a study of Judas see my course, Analysis of Acts, questions 
20, 21, and 22 for an analysis of the actions and the person of 
Judas. 

4.	 The last Passover 	 	 	           —14:12-25 
(1)	 The preparation 	 	 	 —14:12-16 

•	 Was this omniscience or prearrangement? — This seems to be om-
niscience. —14:13 
-	 And that may have included prearrangement. 
-	 The timing of the man bearing the pitcher of water reveals divine 
omniscience. And, by the way, women usually carried the water 
for the family. 

•	 “The Master …” —No doubt the man would know of Whom they 
spoke —14:14 

•	 The man would show them a large upper room furnished — The man 
had prepared for them —14:15 

•	 It was as He told them. —14:16 

(2)	 Partaking of the Passover 	 	 —14:17-21 
•	 In the evening: The day began at sundown —14:17 
•	 Announcement to His disciples of the betrayal —14:18 
•	 Each one of the disciples said, “Is it I?” —14:19 
•	 Who is it? —14:20 
•	 Woe pronounced on the betrayer —14:21 

(3)	 He instituted the Lord’s Supper 	 —14:22-25 
•	 “This is my Body … this is my Blood” — These were no more His 
literal Body and Blood than the Passover Lamb was His literal Body 
and Blood. These things represent His Body and Blood. —14:22, 
24  

•	 The Passover looked forward to His death (I Cor. 5:7). The Lord’s 
supper looks back to His death (I Cor. 11:26). 

•	 This is His Blood “of the New Testament” [See Heb. 9:14–22]. 

•	 We will partake of the Lord’s Supper in the Kingdom of God. Thus, 
our observance looks forward. —14:25 

5.	 At Gethsemane 	 	 	           —14:26-52 

(1)	 He warned them 	 	 	 —14:26-31 
[Matt. 26:31–35; Luke 22:31–34; John 13:36–38] 

•	 The hymn they sang was possibly a part of Psalms 115-118. 

•	 With 14:27 compare Zech. 13:7. 

•	 He announced that He will go before them to Galilee. —14:28 
-	 That was His comfort after the warning. 
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•	 Peter’s self confidence and Christ’s prediction of his denial —14:29–
30 
-	 “… before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny me thrice.” 
	 [Matt.: “… before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice.”] 
	 [Luke: “… the cock shall not crow this day, before that thou shalt 
thrice deny that thou knowest me.”] 
	 [John: “The cock shall not crow, till thou hast denied me 
thrice.”] 

—	There are no contradictions at all in these accounts. 

(2)	 His prayer in the garden (Gethsemane) 	 —14:32-42 
[Matt. 26:36–46; Luke 22:39–46; John 18:1] 

•	 “… and began to be sore amazed, and to be very heavy” 
—14:33 
-	 “amazed,” Gr. ekthambéo, has to do with either terror or astonish-
ment. In Jesus’s case, we cannot consider that it was terror. Gill 
points to Matt. 26:37, where it says that He “began to be sorrowful 
and to be very heavy.” He also mentions that Jesus was “in great 
consternation and astonishment, at the sight of all the sins of his 
people coming upon him; at the black storm of wrath, that was 
gathering thick over him; at the sword of justice which was bran-
dished against him; and at the curses of the righteous law, which, 
like so many thunderbolts of vengeance, were directed at him ….” 
He made a very valid observation. See the next phrase. 

•	 “My soul is exceeding sorrowful unto death” —14:34 
-	 “He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and ac-
quainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from Him; He 
was despised, and we esteemed Him not. Surely He hath borne our 
griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem Him stricken, 
smitten of God, and afflicted.” —Isa. 53:3–4 

-	 “Now is my soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, save me 
from this hour: but for this cause came I unto this hour.” —John 
12:27. This is the same prayer at a different time.  

•	 The meaning of “the hour” (14:35) and “this cup” (14:36)
-	 These refer to the fact that He became sin for us and bore our sins 
in His own Body on the cross. God the Father turned His face away 
from His Son at that time. See Heb. 5:7–8 in connection with this 
time. 

•	 How does man view sin? How does God view it? 	
See Rom. 3:10–18, and look at the Cross and all of the passages 
which refer to it (Ps. 22; Isa. 53 and more). 

(3)	 His betrayal and arrest in the garden 	 —14:43-52 
[Matt. 26:47-56; Luke 22:47-53; John 18:3-11] 

•	 See our notes on Matt. 26:47-56. 
•	 In John 18:10 we see that it was Peter who took the sword. 
John also tells us the name of the servant whose ear was cut 
off.  —14:47 

•	 “And they all forsook Him and fled.” —14:50 
•	 One young man followed Him —14:51-52 
-	 Was that young man John Mark (writer of this Gospel)? We don’t 
know, but probably not, since he was most likely not even a believer 
at the time of the crucifixion. Mark is first mentioned in Acts 12:12 
in connection with his mother. He was a nephew of Barnabas. It is 
apparent that this was not one of the disciples, since he is distin-



“Salting the Oats”

©
 1

99
5 

– P
io

ne
er

 E
du

ca
tio

na
l R

es
ou

rc
es

12
01

7 
A

ra
go

n 
Av

e.
, S

t. 
Lo

ui
s, 

M
O

   
63

13
8

189
5/15/10

Raising Godly GenerationsMark

guished from them in this passage. Let us be satisfied to wait until 
after the Rapture to find out who this was.

6.	 Before the High Priest and the council 	           —14:53-65 
[Matt. 26:57-68; John 18:12–14, 19-24] 

•	 The false witnesses did not agree —14:55-59 
-	 They had sought someone who would witness against Him so they could 
somehow justify putting Him to death. —14:55 

-	 They found none. 
-	 They did find many false witnesses —14:56 
-	 Finally they found some who twisted His words, but their witness did 
not agree. —14:57-59 

•	 His response to the false accusations —14:60-63 
-	 He did not answer the accusations of the “witnesses.” —14:60-61a 
—	See Isa. 53:7. 

-	 He answered the High Priest truthfully. —14:61b-63 
—His question: “Art thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?” 

—14:61b 
—	Jesus answered, “I am ….” —14:62a 
—	Then He said more: “… and ye shall see the Son of man sitting 

on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.” 
—14:62b 

-	 The reaction of the High Priest was extreme. —14:63 

•	 They condemned Jesus to be guilty of death. —14:64 
-	 He declared Jesus guilty of blasphemy that deserved death. 
—	The Law of Moses: “And he that blasphemeth the name of the Lord, 

he shall surely be put to death ….” —Lev. 24:16 
—	Was Jesus guilty of blasphemy? 

-	 The Jews could not execute Him, for the Romans had taken that authority 
from them. 

Someday positions will be reversed, for instead of judging, 
Annas will be judged by the One Who now stands before him. 
Jesus will Judge at the Great White Throne Judgment (Rev. 
20:11–15), where Annas, a lost man, will be judged and cast 
into the Lake of Fire. Jesus did not answer Annas, except 
to confess Who He is and  how He will sit “on the right hand 
of Power,” and come “in the clouds of heaven.” (14:60–62). 
Annas will be unable to answer at that final judgment. 

•	 The beginning of His suffering and shame —14:65. 
-	 Compare Matt. 26:67-68 

7.	 Peter’s three denials 	 	 	           —14:66-72 
[Matt. 26:69-75; Luke 22:54-62; John 18:16-18, 25-27] 

•	 Notice the varying moods through which Peter passed on that 
eventful night: 
-	 Sorrow at the thought of Christ coming betrayal —14:19 
-	 Blind zeal and self-assurance —14:29 
-	 Vehemence in his self-assurance 14:31 
-	 Denial —14:66–71 
-	 Weeping and sorrow —14:72 
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•	 Notice what made Peter weep: 
-	 In Mark: “When he thought thereon, he wept” —14:72 
-	 In Matthew: “And Peter remembered the Word of Jesus …. and he went 
out, and wept bitterly.” —Matt. 26:75 

-	 In Luke: “And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. And Peter 
remembered the Word of the Lord …. And Peter went out and wept 
bitterly.” —Luke 22:61-62 

•	 Giving in to temptation —14:66-72 
-	 Read 14:54-60, and contrast where Jesus was with where Peter was at 
the same time. 

-	 Notice where Peter was when assailed by the temptation to deny the 
Lord. —14:54, 66-72 

-	 Notice the extent of Peter’s denial in these verses. 

•	 Mark 15:  

8.	 Before Pilate 		 	 	             —15:1-20 

(1)	 Pilate’s dilemma 	 	 	 —15:1-15 

•	 In the morning —The Sanhedrin could not legally meet at 
night. They made their verdict official as soon as it was day. 
[See Matt. 27:1-2; Luke 22:66] 

Pilate: Pontius Pilate was the governor of Judæa. He had 
been appointed to this position by Tiberius in A.D. 26. His 
relationships with the Jews were marked by foolish acts and 
cruelty. He was not a popular man with the Jews. Though, 
he seems to have held a certain respect for justice. 

•	 The Jews did not have the power to execute, so they turned 
Him over to Pilate. 

•	 Pilate: “Art thou the King of the Jews?” —15:2 
-	 Jesus: “Thou sayest it,” meaning “Yes.” 
-	 See Matt. 27:11; Luke 23:3-4; John 18:33-37 and I Tim. 6:13. 

•	 He answered nothing to the accusations —15:3-5 
-	 See Matt. 27:13 and refer to Isa. 53:7 again. 

•	 Barabbas or Jesus —15:6-11 
-	 The release at the Passover —15:6 
-	 Why the chief priests delivered Jesus —15:10 
-	 But their choice was to release Barabbas instead. —15:11 

•	 The crowd, moved by the Chief Priests, calls for the crucifixion 
of Jesus —15:12-15a 
-	 See Pilate’s question in 15:14. 
-	 Then, what was the reason why Pilate released Barabbas and cruci-
fied Jesus? —15:15 

•	 Suffering begins: Pilate scourged Him —15:15b 
-	 On scourging, see our notes on Matt. 27:26. 

•	 Pilate’s errors: 
-1.	 Knowing why they had delivered Jesus to him, and still did not 

release Him —15:10 
-2.	 Recognizing Christ’s innocence, he reasoned with a mob rather 

than taking a decisive and righteous action. There is no reasoning 
with a mob. —15:12-14 

Mark 15 — Jesus Christ, the Servant of the Lord, 
submits Himself to die. What further events do 
we have here concerning His death, and what 
is their significance to us today?
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-3.	 Willing to please the crowd rather than to see justice served, 
Pilate released Barab´bas and crucified Jesus. —15:15 

(2)	 The soldiers then began to abuse Him 	 —15:16-20 
•	 More suffering and shame: 
-	 They ridiculed —15:17–18 
	 (Clothed Him in purple, crowned Him with a crown of thorns – 
mockery of His royal position —15:17) 

	 (Saluted Him: “Hail, King of the Jews!” —15:18) 

-	 Struck Him with a reed —15:19a 
-	 Spat upon Him —15:19b 
-	 Worshiped Him in ridicule – mockery of His deity —15:19c 
-	 Mocked (Gr. empaízo, lit., “to play like a child.” This would certainly 

not indicate that they took Him seriously.) —15:20a 

•	 See Isa. 50:6 and 52:14, and all of Isa. 53. 
•	 He was then taken to be crucified. —15:20b 

9.	 The crucifixion 	 	 	           —15:21-32 
•	 Simon, a Cyrenian bore the cross of Jesus —15:21 
-	 He was from North Africa, thus possibly a black man. 
-	 Simon was father of Alexander and Rufus. 
—	See Rom. 16:13 for Rufus. 

•	 For the crucifixion, see our notes on Matt. 27:31-56. 
-	 In 15:28 Mark refers to Isaiah 53:12 as being fulfilled. Mark does not 
refer to the Old Testament very many times throughout his Gospel. He 
is writing to the Romans. 

•	 The Gospel is what Christ did, not what He is asking you or me 
to do. He died for my sins, was buried, and arose the third day (I 
Cor. 15:1-4). 
-	 They did not understand. He was not there to save Himself (15:31). 
He was there to save others. Had He saved Himself He could not have 
saved others. 

•	 The words of the priests —15:32 
-	 “Let Christ the King of Israel descend now from the cross, that we may 
see and believe.” 

-	 He did much more than that, He arose from the dead! Yet they did not 
believe. —15:32 

10.	 His death and burial 	 	 	          —15:33–47 

(1)	 Three hours of darkness 	 —15:33–36 

•	 From the 6th. to the 9th. hour (noon to 3:00 PM). —15:33 

•	 The 9th hour —15:34 
-	 Jesus cried with a loud voice: “saying, Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? 
which is, being interpreted, My God, my God, why hast thou for-
saken me?” 

-	 Someone has said, “This was the outward symbol of the gloom in 
the Saviour’s soul.” But much more than that! He became sin for 
us. [ I Pet. 2:24; 3:18; II Cor. 5:21] 
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(2)	 His ultimate suffering: 
•	 During the 3 hours of light man did his worst by reviling and 
ridiculing Him (15:25-32). He was suffering at the hands of 
man. 

•	 During the 3 hours of darkness God the Father forsook  Him. 
He was suffering for man. 

•	 What is the explanation of the cry of 15:34? 
-	 “This cry expresses the place God’s Son took as a part of the hu-
man race. Now the burden of the whole world’s guilt was gathered 
and rolled upon Him. The sin of the human race rose like a wall 
around Him and hid the Father’s face. he was one with us, with 
Judas, with Caiaphas, with Pilate, and with the mob. Here He is 
the Son of Man engulfed in the guilt that belonged to the human 
race. As He uttered these words in the darkness, the light returned.” 
—Moody Manna 

(3)	 His death 	 	 	 	 —15:37-41 
•	 He “gave up the ghost.” 
-	 No man took His life from Him. From His arrest to His giving up 
the ghost, He gave His life (John 10:17-18) —15:37 

•	 The rending of the Veil of the Temple —15:38
-	 See our notes on Matt. 27:51. Also compare Heb. 9:8; 10:19-22; 
and  Eph. 2:18. 

•	 Belief! —15:39 
-	 Not by a Jew but by a Gentile, a Roman Centurion 

•	 The women who had followed Jesus —15:40-41 
-	 Mary Magdalene — Mary of Magdala, a town on the western 
shore of the Lake of Tiberias. He had cast 7 devils out of her (Luke 
8:2). 

-	 Mary the mother of James the less and of Joses 
-	 Salome — See my comments on 16:1. 

(4)	 The burial 	 	 	 	 —15:42-47 
[Matt. 27:57-61; Luke 23:50-56; John 19:38-42] 

•	 Time: 
-	 That day was the preparation, the day before the Sabbath (that is, 
the Unleavened Bread Sabbath —see Lev. 23:6-7, no “servile” 
work). The evening was come — it was the end of Passover. Christ, 
our Passover was dead, and still was hanging on the accursed tree 
(cf. Gal. 3:13; Deut. 21:23). He had to be removed and buried. 
—14:42 

•	 Three things about the character of Joseph of Arimathæa 
(15:43):
-1.	 He  was “an honorable counsellor” 

-	That is, he was a member of the Sanhedrin (See Luke 23:50-
51). His helper in the burial, Nicodemus, was also a member 
of the Sanhedrin (John 19:38-42). 

-2.	 He “waited for the Kingdom of God” 
-	See Luke 23:51. 

-3.	 He was courageous – “went in boldly” 

•	 The seven acts of Joseph of Arimathæa: 
-1.	 He went in boldly to Pilate —15:43 

-2.	 He asked for the Body of Jesus —15:43 
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-3.	 He bought fine linen —15:46 
-4.	 He took Jesus down —15:46 
-5.	 He wrapped Jesus' Body in the fine linen —15:46 
-6.	 He laid Jesus in a sepulchre which was hewn out of a rock 

—15:46 
-	 It was Joseph’s own tomb (Matt. 27:60). 

-7.	 He rolled a stone to the door of the sepulchre —15:46 

“The situation was dangerous. It could have cost him his 
own life. He showed himself to be a man of honor faith, 
and courage. Though, up to that time, he had been a secret 
disciple of Jesus (John 19:38). “This act would defile him for 
7 days (Num. 19:11) and would necessitate his seclusion 
through the whole Passover.” 

—Moody Manna 

•	 The Father preserved the Body of His Son from an unworthy 
burial as was customarily given to those who had been cruci-
fied. 
-	 “And He made His grave with the wicked, and with the rich in His 
death; because He had done no violence, neither was any deceit in 
His mouth.” —Isa. 53:9 

7.	 Triumph of the Servant 	 	           —16:1-20 

(His resurrection and Ascension) 

•	 Mark 16:  

The Resurrection and its importance: If the truth of the Resur-
rection falls the whole “house” of Truth falls. The Resurrection 
of Jesus Christ has been attacked by the critics from the very 
beginning. 

•	 The significance of the resurrection: 
-1.	 His resurrection takes care of salvation, past, present, and future. [Rom. 

4:25; 5:10; John 14:19 — Also see I Cor. 15; II Cor. 4:10; Heb. 1:3; 
2:14-15; 4:14-16; 8:1–5; 9:24-28; II Tim. 1:10; etc.] 

-2.	 He lives as a guarantee, a firstfruit of our resurrection [He is the “first-
fruits of them that slept” —I Cor. 15:20.] 

-3.	 He lives as our Intercessor [Rom. 8:34; Heb. 9:27; I John 2:1-2; etc., 
etc., etc.] 

-4.	 He lives as proof that death is conquered [Acts 2:24; Heb. 2:14-15; etc., 
etc.] 

1.	 His resurrection 	 	 	 	 —16:1-8 
[Matt. 28:1-16; Luke 24:1-49; John 20:1-23] 

•	 See my notes on Matt. 28:1-6. 

•	 Who was Salome? —16:1. See 15:40 also. 
-	 She appears only in Mark’s Gospel (15:40 and 16:1). She was the wife 
of Zebedee, and thus the mother of James and John (Compare Matt. 
27-56; Mark 15:40). She is thought by many to be sister (or even sister-
in-law) of Mary, mother of Jesus, to whom reference is made in John 
19:25. Notice her request in Matt. 20:20. 

Mark 16 — The Servant of the Lord, Jesus Christ, 
raises from the dead and ascends into heaven 
in triumph. How does each instruction given 
in context of the resurrection and ascension 
relate to us today?
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•	 They had come to anoint His body. —16:1-4  
-	 It was early in the morning on the first day of the week. 
-	 They speculated about who would remove the stone. —16:3 
-	 But the stone (a great one) had been removed. —16:4 

•	 The angel and his assurance to them —16:5-8 
-	 The angel: A “young man … clothed in a long white garment,” 
—16:5 
—	It was a frightful sight to them. 

-	 He comforted them: “Be not afrighted … behold the place where they 
laid him.” —16:6 

-	 His message and instructions: “But go your way, tell his disciples and 
Peter…” —16:7 

-	 They paid not attention to His reassurances, but they fled because of 
their fear. —16:8 
—	They fled from the sepulchre. 
—	They were afraid and amazed. 
—	They did not say any thing to any man because of their fear. 

2.	 Post resurrection appearances 	 	             —16:9-18 

•	 Three appearances (See Acts 1:3): 
-1.	 To Mary Magdalene 	 —16:9 

-2.	 To two of them as they walked, going into the country	 —16:12 
-	 He appeared in a different form. See Luke 24:16. 

-3.	 To the eleven as they sat eating 	 —16:14 

•	 Jesus was real , these were real experiences on top of great disillusionment 
and a conviction of unbelief. They did not expect to see Him. No one can 
argue with reality, though some try. 

•	 The Gospel: Compare Mark 1:1 with 16:15. 
-	 “The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God” 
—Mark 1:1 

-	 “Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel.” —16:15 

•	 Confirming signs followed the Gospel —16:17-18 
-	 See this through the book of Acts. 
-	 See Hebrews 2:3-4, for the purpose of those signs. 

3.	 His ascension and confirming signs 	           —16:19-20 

•	 If we truly believe in that which is recorded in 16:19, the actions 
of 16:20 will be a natural outcome. 

•	 With Mark 16:19 compare Acts 2:33 and John 16:7. 

END OF MARK 


