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Matthew

Bible Synthesis|V
OVERVIEW OF MATTHEW

I ntroduction

More than four centuries of silence passed between the last
words of Malachi and the first words of Matthew. Yet the two
books are bound together by the words, as follows. Malachi
endswith the“ Sun of righteousness’ coming (4:2), and Matthew
begins with “The book of the generations of Jesus Christ ...”
(1:1). Malachi ends with the prediction of the coming of John
the Baptist (3:1a; 4:5-6), and Matthew begins with his coming
as the forerunner of Christ (3:1-17).

This proves further that the Bible is a divine and progres-
sive Revelation. The New Testament springs forth from the Old
Testament. Matthew presents Messianic history (Christ’s life)
as being in harmony with Messianic prophecy (the Old Testa-
ment predictions). Someone has said that, in Matthew, there are
no less than 60 references to the Old Testament Scriptures as
being fulfilled in Christ. The characteristic word of this Gospel
isfulfilled.

Matthew 9:9 and Mark 2:13-20 show us that Matthew was
“Levi the son of Alph@us.” He was a Publican, and as such, was
considered a traitor to his people. So, it would be almost unthink-
able that his name would appear on a Gospel.

Matthew was a Jew and wrote primarily for the Jewish
people. In his Gospel he answers the sorts of questions that a
Jewish person would ask about Jesus of Nazareth. Since Matthew
presents Him as Messiah, the Jews would want to know whether
Jesus could trace His ancestry back to David in order to prove
that He was the rightful King of Israel. To answer these questions
Matthew traced the ancestry of Jesus back to David through the
legal line of Joseph, His foster-father. They would also want to
know what relationship Jesus had to the Law and the Prophets.
Did He uphold the Law? Did He fulfill the Old Testament prophe-
cies concerning the Messiah? Matthew constantly quoted Old
Testament Scriptures to prove the Messiahship of Jesus. Matthew
also showed that Christ had come to found a Kingdom.

When the Lord Jesus Christ called Matthew to follow Him,
Matthew left all and followed Him. He immediately gave a party
for many Publicans to also introduce them to Christ.

Matthew is not written in chronological order, though
Mark and Luke are. Matthew selected events from Christ’s life
to present a specific message to the Jews: Christ is their King,
He was rejected by them, His own people and crucified upon a
cruel Roman cross, He arose from the dead and is now alive in
heaven He commissioned His disciples to go and teach, and He
will come again in power and great glory.
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Matthew 1:1-17 — What is significant about the

genealogy of Jesus as given here in Matthew?

Matthew 1:18-25—What standsout inthispassage

indicating the character of Joseph?

Matthew

OVERVIEW OF MATTHEW

* NOTE: Matthew 1 — 10 — Christ REVEALS Himself as
the long-awaited King. He was born as the Old Testament
predicted, and announced by the messenger whom God had
promised to send. He proved His Messiahship by doing the
very works the prophets said He would do. The REVELA-
TION OF THE KING in His Person (1—4), His principles
(5-7), and His power (8-10).

1. Preparation for the Ministry of the Messiah
—1:11—4:11
* Matthew 1:

e In chapter 1 we see His human ancestry (1:1-17), and His
divine birth (1:18-25).

(1) Genealogy of Christ —1:1-17

* His Genealogy —1:1-17

- See the Chart of the Genealogy of Joseph —pages 23-26. [ Luke
gives the genealogy of Mary.]

- This genealogy shows the faithful providence of God over a pe-
riod of nearly 2,000 years of Israel’s history. God overruled and
brought His son into the world through the nation Israel as He
had promised.

His special position —1:1

- Son of David — In view of the Davidic Covenant —II Sam.
7:8-15

- Son of Abraham — In view of the Abrahamic Covenant — Gen.
17:19; 12:1-3.

Good pedigree. Poor Genealogy! Entirely human ancestry: Con-
sider how sinful many of those in His genealogy were. Notice the
Gentiles in His ancestry.

Born of asinful race, yet without sin (Heb. 4:15)

- “For we have not an High Priest which cannot be touched with the
feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are,
yet without sin.”

There are 4 women mentioned in His genealogy:

(1. Tamar (Gen. 38:12-26) — A Gentile, she was guilty of
whoredom.

(2. Rahab (Josh. 2:1-21; 6:22-25) — She was a harlot and a
foreigner. She was saved by her faith.

(3. Ruth (Ruth) — A Moabitess. [See Deut. 23:3-6]
(4. Bathsheba(IISam.11:1—12:25) — Was participantin David’s
sin.

(2) Birth and infancy of Jesus ~ —1:18 — 2:23

-1. His Virgin Birth —1:18-25
¢ “She was found with child of the Holy Ghost” —1:18
- If this is not so, we may not believe one word of the Bible!
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e Joseph was a just man —1:19 u - "
- By “just” means “justified,” declared righteous by faith. Saltmg the Oats

- Mary was “(f,spoused” (_1 :18) — See Luke 1:27. To the Jews espou.sal Matthew 1:18-25 — Two signiﬁcant names for
was as binding as marriage. Mary could have been stoned for being S - -
unfaithful to Joseph (Deut. 22:23-24). Mary’s child are given here. What are they and

« Joseph had faith. what is their significance?

- He believed the message of the angel, and he willingly bore reproach.
See John 8:41 for the Jews possible insinuation that Jesus was born

of fornication. —1:20

* Why He came —1:21

- He came to save. His Name, JESUS, the Greek form of Jehoshua

(Joshua —cf. Heb. 4:8), meaning “Jehovah is salvation.”

e “Immanuel” —1:22-23

- Means “God with us” — This is not only a name, but it is also a state.
God was with mankind at that time. See Isa. 7:14.

- This is a STATEMENT OF FULFILLED PROPHECY, quoting Isa.

7:14 —1:23

- [This was a sign given to Ahaz by Isaiah over 700 years earlier. That

sign had nothing to do with Ahaz at that time. It looked forward to
the birth of Immanuel.]

¢ Joseph’s obedience —1:24-25

(1) He took his wife.

(2) He “knew her not.”

(3) He called His Name Jesus.

Matthew 2:1-12 — How does the response to Jesus

* Matthew 2: - . -
anen Christ by the different people in the passage
e Chapter 1 tells how He was born, chapter 2 tells where. relate to us today?
-2. His Visitation by the Wise Men —2:1-12
(1) TheWise Men from the east —2:1-2

* These men were Oriental astrologers and sought to under-

stand the times. They were Gentiles who had the special
mission of paying homage to the King.

- Exactly where they came from is not known.
- How many were there? That is not known either. [Some infer

that there were 3 from the 3 gifts that they gave —2:11.]

- How did they know about the star? That is not known either.

Some think it comes from Balaam’s prophecy in Num. 24:17.

* They came to Jerusalem.

e They asked a question.
- “Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his

star in the east, and are come to worship him.” —2:2

- Herod’s official title was “King of the Jews.” It cost him much

to obtain it. He may have missed the implications of “worship”

— but the “King of the Jews” idea came through to him “loud
and clear”! —2:2

- Psalm 2:1-3 tells of the great conflict of the ages. Why did Herod

not welcome Christ? The kings of the earth do not want to share

their kingdoms with God. This is true today also.
[Before condemning Herod, please consider; Why do you not

welcome Him as Lord of YOUR life. Many of the men of the

earth will not share their life's throne room with Jesus Christ as

their Lord. Is He Lord of YOUR life?]

* Note:
- Thewise men obeyed God’s revelation through nature —2:2

- Thereligiousleadersdisobeyed therevelation of their Scriptures
—2:4-5

27




Raising Godly Generations

“Salting the Oats”

Matthew 2:13-23 — What do these events point out

about God’s working in the affairs of man?

Matthew

- What was the difference? See Heb. 4:2, “For unto us was the
Gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the Word preached
did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard
it.”
(2) Herod had the Scriptures searched. —2:3-6
® Herod was troubled and all Jerusalem with him. —2:3
* He inquired from the chief priests and scribes —2:4
e They answered him from the Old Testament Scriptures:
- STATEMENT OF FULFILLED PROPHECY — (they were
referring to Mic. 5:2) —2:5-6
(3) Herod’s inquiry as to the time —2:7-8
* His concern is shown by his inquiry.
- Herod did not know the Scriptures, even though he professed
Judaism.
- Hewould allow norivals,noteven the Messiah (“Christ”). Would
Herod worship the Christ? Not at all.

(4) Theworship of the wise men —2:9-11
¢ By this time Joseph, Mary, and Jesus are in a house (not the manger)
—2:11
(5) The Divine warning —2:12

* Herod is treacherous! God warned them in a dream.
¢ They went another way as they traveled home.

-3. Joseph’s Flight to Egypt —2:13-23

e This chapter shows the hatred against the King. Satan had tried to keep
Christ from being born. Now he attempts to destroy Him after He is
born (cf. Rev. 12:1-4).

(1) The angelic warning and flight to Egypt —2:13-15

e The divinely sent message anticipated that Herod would try to
destroy Christ —2:13

¢ The flight to Egypt —2:14
+ STATEMENT OF FULFILLED PROPHECY (Referring to Hosea
11:1)—2:15
(2) Herod’s terrible atrocity —2:16-18

His anger at the wise men —2:16a

He slew “from two years old and under” —This gives an idea of

the age of Christ at thistime —2:16b

- How many were killed? Some think maybe 20, since Bethlehem
was a very small village. However, the text says that he slew “all
the children that were in Bethlehem and in all its coasts” (2:16).
How many? That is not known.

STATEMENT OF FULFILLED PROPHECY (Jer. 31:15) —2:17-18

- Jer. 31:15 refers to Israel’s anguish when they were carried into
Babylon. The words have a double application. It all covers the
broad picture of Israel’s anguish — and there are more such
references yet to come.

(3) Death of Herod and the return from Egypt
—2:19-23

e Another divine message —2:19-20
¢ Their return, but to Nazareth of Galilee —2:21-23a

- Archelaus was one of the sons of Herod. After his father’s death
the Romans put him over Judea and Samaria. He was no more
trustworthy than his father. He was cruel against the Jews, so
bloody that Caesar Augustus removed him in the 10th year of

his reign, and exiled him to Vienna in Gaul —2:22
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¢ STATEMENT OF FULFILLED PROPHECY (probably quoting " N "
Isa. 11:1) —2:23b Salting the Oats

- “branch” in Isa. 11:1 is the Hebrew word netzer. The Arabic

root of this word means “to be fresh, bright, grown green.” In

Matt. 2:23 there is a phonetic correspondence with the town of

Nazareth which amounts to a play on words.
- Nazareth was no doubt a very humble town. — See John 1:46.

Christ was a humble King (Phil. 2:5-8).

* Matthew 3:
(3) Ministry of John the Baptist —3:1-12 Matthew 3:1-6 — What is unique about John’s
 Over 28 years have passed since the coming of the Wise Men. ministry?

‘We now become acquainted with John the Baptist.

- The Lord Jesus Christ was at that time a grown man (about 30

years of age). He came out of Nazareth and seeks to be baptized

by John. See Luke 3:21-23.

-1. John’s ministry —3:1-6

* Imagine the impact of the coming of John the Baptist. Israel

had been without a prophet for over 400 years.

(1) Location — Where John preached —31

(2) His message —3:2

¢ He preached (2 things).

- Christ also preached on this (4:17), as did the disciples (10:7).

(1) “Repent” — This was aimed directly at their consciences.

(2) “The kingdom of heaven is at hand” [ see on 4:17]

(3) John’s authority —3:3

¢ John came in fulfillment of prophecy.

- STATEMENT OF FULFILLED PROPHECY (quoting Isa.40:3)
—3:3

- This indicates John’s authority. He was the last Old Testament
prophet (see Luke 16:16). And he was certainly the first of the

“Kingdom prophets.”

(4) John’s clothing represented a wilderness life. —3:4

e His dress was similar to that of Elijah (II Kings 1:8) —See Matt.

17:9-13; 11:14.

e In the Spirit and power of Elijah (Luke 1:17).

- He was the fulfillment of the prophecy concerning Elijah.

(5) His audience — Who heard him? —3:5

(6) His Ministry — Baptizing —3:6

¢ “John the Baptist,” or “John the Baptizer” —

- It was a unique kind of baptism (Mark 1:4; Luke 3:3).

- Its purpose is seen in John 1:31.

-2. John’s message to the Pharisees and Sadduccees Matthew 3:7-12— What factorsstand outin John's

— 3712 message?

(1) John rebuked the Pharisees and Sadduccees —3:7-9

* “Pharisees,” from a Hebrew word meaning separate. They were
a Jewish sect. They were self-righteous and destitute of a sense of

their own sin. They were the chief persecutors of the Lord. Study

the Pharisees in a good Bible dictionary or encyclopedia.
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Matthew

“Sadduccees” were the “modernists,” or skeptics, of that day. They
denied the existence of angels or spirits and the resurrection from
the dead (see Mark 12:18-23; Acts 23:8). Also research the Sad-
ducceesin the same help or helps,

The Pharisees and Sadduccees were very rarely united. We see
them united again in Matt. 16:1 and 22:23 and 34.

John’s uncomplimentary term, “generation of vipers” —3:7

- They were called this also by the Lord in Matt. 12:34; 23:33.
° “Vipers,” cf. Gen. 3, “serpent.” Cf. Rev. 12:9, 15.

- Contrast John’s boldness toward the Pharisees and Sadduccees
in 3:7 with his humility toward the Lord in 3:13-14.

With Matt. 3:9 compare John 8:39, 44 and Gal. 3:6-7.

- Also see Rom. 4:11-12, 16.

(2) John’s message of rejection and acceptance
—3:10-12
e The trees are about to be cut down —3:10
- What trees? Compare 3:8 with Matt. 7:19. Fruitless trees!
- Also see Luke 13:3, 5, 6-9 for the fig tree (The fig tree pictures
Israel. See in Matt. 24:32-33 for the budding of the fig tree).
¢ Two baptisms are seen here (3:11):

(1. John’s baptism — “with water unto repentance” —3:11a
- John’s baptism was not Christian baptism. See Acts 19:1-7
for the distinction.
(2. Christ’s baptism —
» Withthe Holy Ghost (for believers),see Acts 2: 1 and compare
with Acts 1:5 (referring to Pentecost).
¢ With fire (for unbelievers), the chaff will be burned with fire
—3:11b

Acts 1.5 is the last place where the baptism of

the Holy Ghost is presented as being yet future.

It says, “not many days hence.” Following Acts 2

we do not see this experience as a promise, but

as a fact (E.g., Acts 11:15-18).

o Inmy Analysis of the Book of Acts,I have some excel-
lent study questions and notes to help the student find
what God’s Word says about this important promise
and its fulfillment.]

The “cloven tongues like as of fire” are not what is
meant by the baptism of fire of Matt. 3:11. The word
“tongues” is never used for fire in the Greek. The
word “tongues” (Gr. glossa) speaks of the human
tongue or of languages. (Again, you are referred
to this writer’s Analysis of Acts, for further help in
analyzing this).

e Further explanation (3:12):
- The winnowing serves to sort the grain from the chaff. This is
the judgment.
- He will “throughly purge His floor.”
[1. The wheat is put into “the garner” (granary).

[2. The chaff (waste) will be burned up “with unquenchable
fire.” This baptism with fire will take place at His second
coming.
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(4) Baptism of Jesus —Matt. 3:13-17 “Salting the Oats”
-1. Why was Jesus baptized, since John’s baptism implied Matthew 3:13—17 — How does Jesus' baptism
repentance for sin, and Christ was sinless? — 3:13-15 relate to us today?

(1) Thereason isgivenin 3:15: “... for thus it becometh us to

fulfil all righteousness.”

e In order for Christ “to fulfil all righteousness,” He had to live a

sinless live, die for our sins on Calvary’s cross, be raised from

the dead, and be taken up to sit at the right hand of the Father in
glory.

According to this passage, His first act was to submit to baptism at

the hand of John. Baptism is a picture of Christ’s death, burial, and

resurrection. He hereby foreshadows that event by which would
atone for the sins of mankind.

Mankind is unrighteous. God declares him a sinner (Rom. 3:23).

He cannot make himself righteous (Isa. 64:6).

Righteousness (justification) is only by “faith in His blood,” not

by baptism. —Rom. 3:22-31

(2) Baptism speaks of death.

e See Matt. 20:22; Rom. 6:4-5.

e Christ died for us. This baptism pointed forward to His death.

(3) He put his stamp of approval upon John’s baptism.

(4) This event put God’s stamp of approval upon Christ.
¢ See John 1:33-34.

(5) He identified Himself with mankind.

¢ He was anointed (as the O. T. Priests were. See Ex. 29:4-7).

¢ The Holy Spirit anointed Christ (Acts 4:27; 10:38).

-2. There is a manifestation of the Trinity here = —3:16-17

(1) Jesus, being baptized —

(2) The Spirit descending upon Him

e See John 1:31-34.

(3) The Father’s speaking from heaven:

e “This is my beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased.”

- That voice also spoke in Matt. 17:5-9 (Added there are the words,

“Hear ye Him”)
- ThenthesamevoicespokeagaininJohn 12:28-30, shortly before

His death on the cross.

* Matthew 4:
. . . Matthew 4:1-11 — How does Christ’s temptation
(5) Temptation of Christ Matt. 4:1-11 by Satan relate to the temptations of Satan that
-1. Christ’s temptation in the wilderness —4:1-10 we face?

(1) He was driven of the Spirit into the wilderness. —4:1

¢ Note, this immediately followed His baptism.

¢ The last time we saw the Holy Spirit, He was descending upon the
Lord like a dove and lighting upon Him (3:16). Now we see that

same Holy Spirit driving Him into the wilderness “fo be tempted

of the devil” — Why?

¢ First, understand that “tempt” can mean 2 things:

(1. To entice or seduce to sin (Cf. James 1:13).

(2. To test.
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God tested Abraham (Gen. 22:1)

e Heb.4:15: He “was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without
sin.” — “IN ALL POINTS” —Body, soul, and spirit (See I John
2:16 and below). Weigh Heb. 4:15 and its context carefully in light
of this passage.

¢ David failed his test (IT Sam. 11:1-4). He could not rule himself.
Saul before David had failed to rule himself. Christ passed the
test.

(2) He fasted 40 days and nights. —4:2

* Moses fasted forty days and forty nights, when he was about
to deliver the law to the Israelites (Exod. 34:28). Elijah ate and
drank of the Lord's provision, and he “went in the strength of that
meat forty days and forty nights unto Horeb the mount of God”
(I Kings 19:8). Forty is a number which appears often in the Old
Testament.

(3) Thethree tests (temptations) —4:3-10
 These three tested Him in His body, His mind, and His spirit.
(1. Pertaining to the body —4:3-4

The lust of the flesh (I John 2:16): Appeal to give in to the
desires of the flesh, or to indulge the flesh.

Prove the CARE of God.

- Itisnotasin to be hungry. The temptation: If Christ is God’s
Son, why should God let him go hungry? The insinuation:
“The Father should take better care of you.” Satan pulled the
same trick on Eve (Gen. 3:5, “For God doth know ...”).

- Christ’s answer came from Deut. 8:3 [Read Deut. 8:1-6 in
order to understand this.]

(2. Pertaining to the mind —4:5-7

The pride of life: Appeal to cast Himself down from the pin-
nacle of the Temple. Satan quoted Psalm 91:11-12, but he
does not quote accurately. [Note the difference]. He always
twists the Scriptures. He always gives a carnal person a
“Bible reason” to sin.

Prove the FAITHFULNESS of God.
He answered from Deut. 6:16 [See Rom. 14:23.]
(3. Pertaining to the spirit —4:8-10

- The lust of the eye: Satan showed Him all of the kingdoms
of the world and offered them to Him.

- This temptation insinuated: “Accept from my hands the
kingdoms of the world. I know you want them.” But Jesus
went on to the cross and purchased mankind with His pre-
cious Blood. Cost what it did, He paid the price willingly.
He did not accept the kingdoms of the world from the devil
and on the devil’s terms. He took them by force!

- Adam sinned and lost his dominion to Satan. Christ won it
back. Here He did not submit to the devil’s enticements.

Note: The “world” (cosmos), which means order, or ar-
rangement. It speaks of this world’s orderly system. It is
organized humanity, and is under the control of the devil
himself.

The “glory of them” — To the natural human mind there is
order and glory to the world. It appeals to the human mind.
However, God’s order is different. His order is governed
by His omniscience, His omnipotence, and by His great

love for His creatures.
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-2. The devil fled as a result.

Matthew

- Christ answered the third temptation from Deut. 6:13 and
10:20.

—4:11

¢ In each of the temptation experiences how did Christ illustrate James

4:7?

¢ What was the result here? —4:11

2. Propagation of the Ministry of the Messiah

-1. To Capernaum

The incident behind this move is to be found in Luke 4:16-31. His own
townsfolk attempted to kill Him.

STATEMENT OF FULFILLED PROPHECY (quoting fromIsa.9:1-2)
—4:14-16

The nature of the “darkness” —4:16
- Cf. Luke 1:79; John 1:5; 12:45-46

- TheLight manifest itself (and still doestoday) —John 1:4, 14; 8:12;
I John 1:5-7; Matt. 5:14.

-3. His first disciples

(1) Beginning of Christ’s ministry

. His message

—4:12—15:39
—4:12-25
—4:12-16

—4:17

(1) Repent — That is what John preached.
(2) The Kingdom of heaven is at hand

¢ The King was right there in their midst.

NOTE: The Church (believers) are IN the Kingdom of God [see John
3:3], and the Kingdom of God is IN the Kingdom of Heaven.

The Kingdom of Heaven, or “the Kingdom of the Heavens,” refers
to the rule of God on the earth. It takes different forms at different
times. The Ruler is one and the same, but His rule changes from
erato era in the divine economy. Even Nebuchadnezzar recognized
God’s rule [Dan. 4:34-35].

Christ, the King, offered Himself to His people when He came
[Matt. 4:17], and they rejected Him [see John 1:11]. They rejected
the Kingdom when they rejected their King.

Matthew 13 contains 7 parables of the Kingdom of Heaven.
These parables describe the Kingdom of Heaven in this age [They
parallel the accounts of the 7 Churches of Asia in Rev. 2 — 3]. 1t
is a mixture of good and of evil, of true and of false. The Church
is in it, but it is not the Church. It will end with the separation of
good from evil.

—4:18-22

¢ He called His first four disciples, all humble fishermen:

- Peter and Andrew — According to John 1:35-42, these two brothers

were already disciples. He now calls them to serve, to cast their net
into the sea of mankind (fishing).

— Peter was the great fisherman.

James and John — Sons of Zebedee — With their father in a boat
mending their nets

— John was the great net-mender.

e Their future emphasis: Being “fishers of men” —4:19
e They immediately obeyed —4:20, 22

- Peter and Andrew left their nets to follow.
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Matthew 4:12-25 — What can we learn from the

beginning of Christ’sministry that wouldrelate

to ministry which we would carry out?
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Matthew 5:1-12 — What eight qualities does Jesus

give here with His promise to bless them?

Matthew

- Jamesand John | eft their boat, but they alsoleft their father to follow
Christ.

-4. His notable ministry in Galilee —4:23-25
* What did He do in all Galilee?
- He taught in their synagogues
- He preached the gospel of the Kingdom

- Healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among
them

— “sickness,” Gr. nosos, “disease, sickness’
— “disease,” Gr. malakia, “infirmity, debility, bodily weakness,
sickness.”
- He healed the diverse diseases, torments, demon possessed, the
lunatics, and the palsied

¢ Notice the extent of His fame and influence. —4:24

¢ He had a great following —4:25
- From where did they come? Galilee, Decapolis, etc.

(2) Proclamation of the principles of the King-
dom —Matt. 5 —7

* Subject of Matthew 5 — 6 — 7 is the Sermon on the Mount.
Notice Matt. 5:1.

- The Sermon on the Mount is as far as some people go. They try to make
heaven by following these chapters. Yet, who live up to the standards set
forth in this powerful sermon? Here, law is lifted up much higher than
man can ever reach.

- The Gospel is not found in the Sermon on the Mount. The Gospel is given
in I Cor. 15:1, 3-4.

* The primary purpose of the Sermon on the Mount is to set
before mankind the law of the Kingdom.

- Thisistheplatform of the Prince of Peace. It will be the law of this world
during the Millennium.

- Thus, the Sermon on the Mount must be studied in light of its Kingdom
application.

* Matthew 5:

-1. The Beatitudes —Matt. 5:1-12
e The “BLESSEDS’:

- These were not spoken to the multitudes, but to the disciples.
- All are taken from Old Testament Scripture.

-1. Blessed are the poor in spirit —5:3

Theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven

Poor in spirit is the opposite of proud in spirit.

He does not tell zow to be poor in spirit. Only the Holy Spirit of God

can reveal our poverty of spirit and create such a spirit in us.

- Some of the Old Testament references: Psa.51:17; Prov. 16:19;29:23;
Isa. 57:15; 66:2.

Remember, this is not written to tell how to get to heaven but iswritten

to those who are already citizens of heaven.

See Zeph. 3:12 ...
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-2. Blessed are they that mourn —5:4

They shall be comforted.

To mourn is to lament over this present world and its sinful condi-
tion.
See Isa.61:2 ...

- Some New Testament references: John 16:20; II Cor. 1:3-7; Rev.
21:4.

-3. Blessed are the meek —5:5

They shall inherit the earth — See Psalm 37:11 ...

To be meek is not to be weak, but means to be gentle, mild, humble.
Christ was meek — Matt. 21:5.

The meek are not inheriting the earth today! They shall during the
kingdom.

Abraham is an illustration of this. The promise to Abraham that he
should be heir of the world was not through the Law, but “through
the righteousness of faith." (Rom. 4:13). Faith is dependence upon
another, it is meekness at work. The Scribes and Pharisees were too
proud to come to the Lord in faith.

Meekness is a work of the Holy Spirit.

-4. Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteous-
ness —b5:6

They shall be filled.

To hunger and thirst after righteousness, to have a deep desire for
personal righteousness.

- See Isa. 55:1-2; 65:13.
They shall be filled (lit., “to supply food in abundance™) ...

-5. Blessed are the merciful —5:7

To be merciful: If we judge harshly we shall be judged harshly.
- We reap what we sow.
- See Psalm 41:1.

They shall obtain mercy — See 6:12, 14-15; Mark 11:25-26. Also
notice the lesson of the parable in Matt. 18:23-35.

-6. Blessed are the pure in heart —5:8

Pure in heart — See Acts 15:9, ... purifying their hearts by faith.”

- Alsosee I Pet. 1:22-23; Titus 2:14; II Pet. 1:4; Heb. 12:14, peace and
holiness.

- Asecond meaning: I Tim. 5:22, “... keep thyself pure.”
- And I Tim. 4:12, Timothy to be an example in purity.
- Christ’s appearing, incentive to purity, I John 3:2-3.

They shall see God.

-7. Blessed are the peacemakers —59

Peacemakers: Consider this in light of Eph. 2:15, 17 and Rom. 5:1. [It

could mean a winner of souls.]

- Also,seeRom.14:19;1Thess.5:13;11Tim.2:22,24-25; Heb. 12:14a;
James 3:17-18 (see 3:13-18); 4:1-6.

- We must also live peaceably, that is one of the best ways of making
peace with our fellow man, Rom. 12:18.

They shall be called the children of God (Note this principle in John

13:35).

- God is the greatest of all Peacemakers. He is “the God of peace”
(Heb. 13:20). Jesus is “The Prince of Peace” (Isa. 9:6). Those who
make peace are called God’s children.
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Matthew 5:13 — How are Christians “the salt of

the earth”?

Matthew 5:14-16 — How are Christians the “light

of the world”?

Matthew 5:17-48 — How are Christians to relate

to the Old Testament Law?

Matthew

-8. Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness
sake —5:10-12

—5:10.

 See the “promise” of Il Tim. 3:12, “Yea and all that will live godly
in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.”

- John 15:18-21; 17:14; 11 Tim. 2:12; I Pet. 2:19-20; 3:14; 4:16;
and Acts 5:41.

(1) Persecuted for righteousness sake

¢ Theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven
—5:11-12

e Then, Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute
you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my
sake —5:11-12 —See Luke 6:22-23, 26.

- Rejoice, and be exceeding glad — Why? Great is your reward
in heaven.

(2) The nature of that persecution

¢ So persecuted they the prophets which were before you.
- See II Chron. 36:16 and Matt. 23:34-37.
- To bereviled and persecuted for His sake

e There will be a great reward in heaven.

-2. The integrity of the Law  —Mt. 5:13-48
-1. The likeness (salt and light) —5:13-16
(1) How to be a “salty” person —5:13

¢ In what sense are believers “the salt of the earth”?
(1. Satdoesnot prevent fermentation, etc., it arrests it. So too do
the Christians.

(2. Believers also arrest corruption by means of the hindering
power of the Holy Spirit:

- Whatrestrains “the mystery of iniquity”? Itis the Holy Spirit
(indwelling His Church) “who now letteth (hinders),and He
“will let, until he be taken out of the way” (Il Thess. 2:7).

(3. By winning lost men and women to Christ believers populate
the community with other believers who are salt.

(4. Corruption is arrested through the prayers of believers.

(2) How to shine —5:14-16

¢ In what sense are believers “the light of the world”?

(1. As we hold forth “the Word of Life” (Phil. 2:15-16)

(2. Our light (the testimony we give for Christ) identifies that our
works are of God —5:16

(3. Our light is not to shine in such a way that we get a pat on the
back, but so that the Father in heaven may be glorified.

-2. Jesus and the Old Testament Law —5:17-48

(1) Did He come to destroy (do away with) the Law of Moses or
the Prophets? No. —5:17a

(2) He came to fulfill them. How? —5:17b

(1. Hefulfilled the moral Law (the 10 Commandments) by keeping
them all completely.

- He was without sin.
(2. He fulfilled the ceremonial Law in its types

- He is the great Anti-type.
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(3) The permanence of God’s Law —5:18

(1. Not even the most minute part shall pass from the Law

“Salting the Oats”

» Every part, even to the smallest letter, is being preserved and

will be completely fulfilled.
DO WE HAVE THE WORD OF GOD? He has preserved, and

is preserving even the most minute part.

Did God “lose” the “most accurate” Greek manuscripts, then

in the days of Tischendorf (et al) suddenly say, “Oh! I forgot!

I have two of the very best manuscripts hidden away, one in
the Vatican and the other in a monastery on Mount Sinai! 1

must send a man to ‘discover’ them. No, God has kept it all

along. We have it in 95% of the Greek manuscripts and in our
Old King James Bibles."

Jot (or iota) is the smallest Hebrew letter, which looks like

an apostrophe (). [Used to emphasize the most minute parts,

as alpha and omega are used to represent the whole — the
beginning and the end.]

Tittle (Gr. keraia, a little horn, extremity, point) it is a very

small extension or projection on several Hebrew letters to

distinguish those letters from other letters which are similar.
[Thus, again signifying that not even the most minute part of

the Law shall perish.]

(1. Duration: Till heaven and earth pass ... That is a long time!

(3. Fulfillment: It will not pass from the Law “till all be fulfilled”

[Christ has not yet fulfilled it.] ...

(4) Whosoever shall break one of these least command-

ments —5:19-20
e The commandments following are not necessarily least in impor-
tance.

- Even the “little” (least) are vital.

 Their righteousness must exceed that of the Scribes and Pharisees.

They emphasized the externals. He emphasizes the inward thoughts
and intents.

(1. Murder —5:21-22

¢ How is the law of murder strengthened in these verses?

- The Lord here strengthens the 6th Commandment, Exod.

20:13. He requires far more than mere outward conformity
in this one.

To be “angry ... without a cause”?

- Danger of what?

“Raca” probably means empty-head (From an Aramaic word

meaning empty one)

- Danger of what?
“Thou fool”

- Danger of what?

(2. Reconciliation —5:23-26

¢ First comes reconciliation, then sacrifice —5:23-24

- Ourresponsibility is to go to the one whom we have offended.

This is a necessary rule to follow always.

e Agree with thine adversary —5:25-26

(3. Adultery —5:27-28

* Not only in the act, but in the look. In the mind and heart.

e The lustful look violates the 7th Commandment.

(4. The severity of God’s standard of righteousness

—b5:29-30

¢ This emphasizes the seriousness of sin.

(5. Divorce —5:31-32

¢ Divorce is allowed on the grounds of “fornication.” Notice,
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it does not say “adultery.” There is a difference between the
two:

¢ Adultery is unfaithfulness following marriage.

e Fornication (Gr. porneia) = (1) unfaithfulnessbefore or during
theperiod of betrothal, and (2) itisalso marriage between near
of kin (thus, incestuous marriages).

- Note the principal Old Testament passage relating to pro-
hibited marriages: Lev.. 18.

e Also see Matt. 19:3—12 which deals with this same subject,
divorce.

- Prohibitions relative to divorce and remarriage are seen in
I Cor. 7:10-11.

(6. Perjury and oaths —5:33-37
Forswear = perjure
Oaths in the name of the Lord were binding —Cf. Num. 30:2;

Ex. 20:7; Lev. 19:12; Deut. 23:21-23

e The new standard: “Swear not at all ...” —5:34-37
- These are rules of the Kingdom, but proper for our day.
e He tells why:

1. Heaven is God’s throne ...

2. The earth is God’s footstool ...

3. Jerusalem is the city of the great King (Christ) ...

4. You cannot make one hair white or black [only God can
do that] ...

5. “Yea, yea; Nay, nay” should be our communication.

(7. Retaliation —5:38-42
¢ The Law: Ex. 21:24; Lev. 24:20; Deut. 19:21
¢ Now, the rules of the Kingdom:

- Resist not evil —5:3%

- Turn the other cheek —5:39b

- Go the second and third mile. —See 5:40-41

- Begenerous—5:42

(8. Love

The Law: Lev. 19:18 and Psalm 41:10 —5:43

The higher standard of God —5:44:

- Loveyour enemies ...

- Blessthemthat curseyou ...

- Do good to them that hate you ...

- Pray for them that despitefully use you, and persecute you
(Rom. 12:14,20-21; Prov. 25:21-22; Matt. 5:10-12).

- See also Luke 6:27,32-35;23:34; Acts 7:60; 1 Cor. 4:12-13;
I Pet. 2:23; 3:9 for much more on this.

That ye may be the children of your Father (cf. 5:9) —5:45

- Heloves — John 3:16; 1 John 4:7-12 ...

The comparisons with Publicans —5:46-47

- He compared with the Scribes and Pharisees earlier
(5:20).

The standard: Be perfect as the Father is perfect. —5:48

Who can attain to that? Can anyone live according to the

Sermon on the Mount?

—5:43-48

-3. Sincerity of the life =~ —Matt. 6:1-7:29
(Giving, praying, fasting, trusting, judging, doing)

o Matthew 6:

e Matthew 6 teaches us about inner motives. These inner motives
govern outward actions. To be seen in this chapter there are 5 out-
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ward manifestations of a proper internal motive.

¢ Asecondary thought in this chapter of Matthew is that of receiving
rewards in the eyes of men. They want to be seen of men, so being
seen of men istheir only reward:

(1. Almsgiving as a show before men —6:1

(2. Advertising almsgiving for men to see —6:2

(3. Need to keep almsgiving very, very secret —6:3-4
(5. Praying as a show before men —6:6

(7. Fasting as a show before men —6:16

(8. Skipping the false reward for a real one —6:18

-1. The Giving of alms —6:1-4

(1) Wrong motive: To be seen of men —6:1
* Your giving is between you and the Father.
e There will be no reward from the Father for giving to be seen of

men. —6:1
* The hypocrites have their reward. What is that? It is to be seen of
men —6:2
(2) Right motive —6:34

¢ In secret, before the Father, who rewards openly

- In complete secrecy: “Let not thy left hand know what thy right
hand doeth.” —6:3

- The omniscient Father will reward openly. —6:4

-2. Prayer —6:5-15

* Notice what He says about prayer in this chapter. You and I must consider
prayer to be our primary business as Christians. Do you pray?

(1) Wrong motive: To be seen of men —6:5
e Where do the hypocrites love to pray?

e They have their reward: They are seen of men. But their prayers
never reach beyond the ceiling of the building.

(2) Right motive: —6:6
¢ Before the Father, to be seen and rewarded by Him
e These are citizens of the Kingdom. He is their Father. See 5:9,
16.
¢ How we become a child of God today —John 1:12-13

(3) Against vain repetitions —6:7-8
¢ This is the way the heathen do. Don’t be like them —6:7
- They think they will be heard for their repetition.
¢ The Father knows our needs before we ask —6:8
(4) “TheLord's prayer” —6:9-13
(1. Itis His prayer in that He is its author
* His own prayer is to be found in John 17.
¢ Christ could never have prayed this prayer — read it and see
why.
(2. Some characteristics of this prayer:
e The correct order —The Master’s needs first, then our own
(Andrew Murray):
- Thy name
- Thy Kingdom
- Thy will
then
- Give us
- Forgive us
- Lead us

- Deliver us
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Matthew 6:16-18 — What significant instruction

does Jesus give us here concerning fasting?

Matthew

e There are 9 short sentences, 65 words in the English translated
from 57 words in the Greek. It embraces every department of
prayer:

(1. Relationship to God — [Cf. first 4 Commandments]

- Adoration:
— “Our Father which art in heaven”
- Supplication for God’s highest (praise, worship):
— “Hallowed be thy Name”
— “Thy Kingdom come”
— “Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven”

(2. Relationship to man — [Cf. last 6 Commandments]
- Supplication for man’'s temporal needs:
— Give us this day our daily bread”
- Supplication for man’'s spiritual needs:
— “And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors”
— “And lead us not into temptation,”
— “but deliver us from evil”

(3) Doxology —

- Concluding words of worship:

— For thine is the Kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.”

* Adapted from A. T. Pierson

(3. However, it is distinct in many ways from the kind of prayer
commanded for us as Christians.

* We are told to pray in Jesus’s Name —John 16:24; 14:13-14
e We pray as directed by the Spirit —Rom. 8:26.
- We do not parrot this “Lord’s prayer.” —Cf. 6:7.
e We pray IN THE SPIRIT —Eph. 6:18
e Itis the Disciples’ prayer.

(4. It is, however, uniquely the prayer of the believer: Being for
those who call God their Father.

(5. We must seek forgiveness as we forgive —6:12

¢ This must also be considered in light of 6:14—15 and 5:23—
24.
- This is not the basis of our salvation.

(5) Forgiving men —6:14-15
e Compare Matt. 18:15-19, with special emphasis on 18:19.
¢ Compare Matt. 18:21-35.

e Itis hypocritical to ask forgiveness of God while being unforgiving
toward another.

-3. Fasting —6:16-18

(1) Wrong attitude: Disfiguring the face to show men that we are
fasting

¢ They have their reward; they are seen of men.

(2) Right attitude: Fast to the Father, but in secret to men.

¢ The Father who sees in secret will reward openly.

(3) Should Christians fast today?
e There is evidence in Scripture that they should.
e If they do, the rule of this passage should govern.

e Also, see Isa. 58:3-7 for a true fast.
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-4. The believer and his riches —6:19-24

* Wealth was considered a sign of God’s blessing. However,
wealth may be gained wrongfully. Wealth is not wrong, for
God promises blessing. Where is our wealth stored, that is the
question.

(1) Where our treasures are stored determines what kinds of
treasures they are. —6:19-21

e Earthly treasures (those laid up on earth) are subject to decay or
theft by man. —6:19
- Negative command (6:19).
¢ Heavenly treasures are permanent. —6:20
- Positive command (6:20).
e Our hearts will be wherever our treasure is. —6:21

- Money that is used for God down here may actually be put on
deposit in heaven. See Phil. 4:15-17. Though heavenly treasure
is more than that, it can be rewards for faithful service, souls
won to Christ, etc.

(2) Thesingle eye versusthe evil eye —6:22-23
¢ Thesingleeye (opposite of double) ,not afflicted with double vision.
See Rom. 12:8, “simplicity,” not “duplicity.” —6:22
- This has to do with our purpose (cf. James 1:8), singleness of
purpose, rather than, as 6:24 says, serving two masters.

* Asingle eye lets in light, and we can see. An evil eye brings great
darkness. —6:23
(3) You cannot serve God and mammon (money) —6:24

e An evil eye brings “double vision,” in a spiritual sense, making
one think he can serve both God and money.

e Itis not the possession of money in question here, it is the enslave-
ment of wealth. Is it our master? Are we its slave?

-5. Worry —6:25-34

e Worry is not an affliction of the wealthy alone, nor is it exclu-
sively a problem of the poor. It afflicts all.

“Worry is like arocking chair; it gives you something to
do, but doesn’t get you anywhere. "

(1) “Takenothought” doesnot prohibit foresight, but to our being
anxious, or worrying. —6:25
- Negative command (6:25).
 Prudent foresight and planning are not wrong (cf. I Tim. 5:8; Prov.
6:6-9; 30:25).
(2) Food —6:25-26
¢ The life is more than meat (food) and the body more than raiment
(clothing) —6:25

¢ The Father feeds the fowls of the air. “Are ye not much better than
they?” —6:26
- See Phil. 4:6; Psa. 55:22 and I Pet. 5:7.
- Positive command (6:26 and 28).

(3) Raiment —6:27-30

* No one can add a cubit to his height by thought. So, worry (taking
thought) does not increase one's stature —6:27

¢ God clothes the lilies of the field better than even Solomon was
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clothed —6:28-29

* If God so clothes the grass (plants) of the field, shall He not much
more clothe you? —6:30

(4) The Father knows our needs —6:31-32

¢ The question: Food, drink, clothing —6:31

- The Gentiles, who do not know God, seek these things. Those
who know Him must trust Him —6:32a

- He knows your needs —6:32b

(5) Right priorities: The Kingdom of God, and His righteous-
ness —6:33
- No negative command (6:33).
- Positive command (6:33)
¢ The Kingdom of God — He is the King.
- See Psa. 37:4,25.
* His righteousness is the righteousness of faith [Gen. 15:6; Rom.
4:3].

 If you seek these things, all the things mentioned above shall be
added unto you.

(6) Each day’s trouble is sufficient for that day —6:34
¢ No need adding tomorrow’s problems to today’s!
- Negative command (6:34).

* The morrow will take thought for the things of itself. (This is
personification, a figure of speech.)

- Positive command (6:34)

* Matthew 7:
-6. Not to pass judgment upon others —7:1-5

It says in this chapter, “Judge not, that ye be not judged,” and
it also says, “Give not that which is holy unto the dogs, neither
cast your pearls before swine” (v. 6), and, “Beware of false
prophets” (v. 15). These things require discernment. There is a
vast difference between the popular thoughts today concerning
judging and what is taught in God’s Word.

(1) “Judge not” —7:1-2

e “Judge,” Gr.krino, primarily meansto distinguish, separate, select,
choose; “hence, to determine, and so to judge, pronounce judgment.”
In Matt. 7:1 it means “to assume the office of a judge.”

- This is in the present imperative (Gr.), the present carrying the
idea that we should not make it a habit of judging.

- Compare Rom. 2:1.

Only God is qualified to judge the inner thoughts and motives. We
are not qualified to judge even ourselves —I Cor. 4:3-5.

- Also see James 4:11-12.

Christians do judge themselves and offending members —1I Cor.
5:3-5,12,13.

“That ye be not judged,” speaks of God’s judgment (cf. 6:14-15).
- We will be judged after the same standard that we judge —7:2
(2) Motes and beams —7:35

* A mote is a speck or chip.

¢ Abeam is a beam or log.
* The beam could be the spirit of critical judgment.
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» The passage does say that one whose life is free of a “beam” may
cast a “mote” out of his brother’s eye. With the “beam” gone, we
can see clearly to cast the “mote” out of the brother’s eye.

* We are not judges, but we are fruit inspectors.

To pass judgment upon some —7:6

* How can we know who are the “dogs,” or who are the “swine”?

We must discern (judge) who they are. See II Peter 2:22.

¢ We must make moral judgments in this case.

e There are times when we do not preach a sermon to a man or give
him something sacred. Notice what they will do: They will trample
the thing of value under foot and “rend” the giver.

¢ How do we discern? The next few verses (7—11) tell us. Also verse
12 must be considered in view of 7:1-2.

¢ Dogs and swine were unclean animals, particularly repulsive to the
Jews who heard Him that day.

Assurance in prayer —77-11

* This goes beyond discernment of “dogs” and “swine,” “beams”
and “motes,” and extends to all prayer. It is also the Christian
alternative to judging.

(1) Three imperatives —7:7-8
» These three are in the present tense in the Greek, indicating perse-
verance and frequency (continuous action).
(1. Ask — James 4:2-3
- It shall be given you.
(2. Seek — Seek in His Word, for one thing.
- Ye shall find.
(3. Knock — Knock on doors (lit. or fig.) to find His will.
- It shall be opened unto you.

(2) Man is contrasted with God. —7:9-11
e “If ye, being evil” —Cf. Rom. 3:23; Jer. 17:9.

e See Isaiah 55:8-9, God is infinitely higher than man in every
way.

. The “Golden Rule” —7:12

This must be considered in light of verses 1-2, judging.

“The Golden Rule” will not save anyone — Cf. John 3:18; Acts 4:12;
Romans 5:1 and more.

All those things contained in the Law and the Prophets are fulfilled in
this one command.

The phrase, “for thisis the law and the prophets,” tells us the source
of this command.

It is of the Old Testament, not the New. It is related to the period of Law
and not that of grace. Cf. Matt. 22:36—40; Rom. 13:8-10.

The “twos” illustrated —7:13-29
(1) Two ways —7:13-14
¢ A narrow way and a broad way — Requires a right choice at the
beginning.

“Encompassed by a throng,
On numbers we depend;
They say that many can’t be wrong,
And miss a happy end”
—From Barnes Notes
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* The popular way won’t make it, “Everybody’s doing it,” won’t do
when we stand before Him.

e See Prov. 14:12 and compare John 14:6.

(2) Two trees —7:15-20

* Right discrimination between the false and the true:
- There are false prophets in the world. Cf. II Pet. 2:1

¢ Fruit — Good and bad:
[These are known by their fruit, that involves discernment, judg-
ing.]
(1. Of Prophets —7:15-16a
(2. Of trees —7:16b-20

¢ We must be as the Bereans mentioned in Acts 17:11 (I John 4:1-3;
Isa. 8:20).

(3) Two kinds of professors —7:21-23

* Measured by obedience.

True obedience instead of false profession:

— Cf.Rom. 16:26

- What is the will of the Father? John 6:40

The Jews had rejected the Law (e.g., Isa. 28:9-13).

- This Sermon on the Mount speaks primarily to the people of the
Millennium.

- Thiscan also apply to the cultstoday aswell as otherswho only
give lip service to the Lord, but will not obey Him.

(4) Two kinds of builders —7:24-27
* This speaks of the right Foundation. Notice, hearers and
doers.

(1. Jesus Christ is the Rock
- I Cor. 10:4. He is always the Rock in the Scriptures. See
Matt. 21:44 and I Pet. 2:7.
(2. Who is the wise man who builds upon Him? —7:24
- He who hears and does His sayings.
- This speaks of building upon Him. How does he build?

¢ The house is no better than its foundation. —7:25-27

- Our salvation is no better than its Foundation, Jesus is the Rock
upon which we are built.

(5) Their astonishment at His teaching —7:28-29

e This is the end of the Sermon on the Mount.
- Notice how he has taught them with authority.

- His teaching is contrasted with that of the Scribes of that day.
They were relying on their tradition as their authority.

- Jesus Christ IS the authority!

- Wehavetheauthority of the Scriptures, and must also teach with
authority.

¢ While this Sermon on the Mount refers primarily to the Kingdom,
it has many ethical teachings for our benefit.

e Matthew 8 — 9 — give THE KING’S CREDENTIALS.
(1) Moses returned to Egypt from Sinai with credentials —Ex.
4:1-9
(2) Elijah’s credentials were various [I Kings 17:1 —He prayed
and brought drought—there were more].
(3) The Apostles had their credentials too —Heb. 2:4
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Matthew

(4) Finally, Jesus had credentials (cf. Acts 2:22; John 10:25,
32).
His credentials in this section:
 His authority over diseases
* His authority over the creation
 His authority over demons
Matthew presents Him as the King, and reveals to us His
power and authority to be Messiah.

(3) Demonstration of Power through numerous

miracles —Matt. 8 —9

* Matthew 8:
-1. Healing various people —Matt. 8:1-17
-1. His authority over diseases —8:1-17
(1) Leprosy —8:14

* Leprosy is a type of sin in the Bible. It was considered incurable.
The leper did not say, “Are you able to make me clean?” He said,
... if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.” That is faith!

- This does not just show the ability of Christ, it shows His willing-
ness. His will is preeminent here.

The leper by touching any man would defile that man. But Jesus
cleansed himwith atouch.He did something no Scribe, no Pharisee,
no Priest could do!

- In like manner, our human touch will not “heal” a down and out
sinner. We can do nothing in our own power, and sinners defile
us. The “social gospel,” which is no gospel, can do nothing for
that person. We must let Jesus Christ “touch” the sinner and lift
him up.

* Imagine the surprise of the priests! —8:4

- See Lev. 14:3-4, 10 (all of Lev. 14).

(2) Palsy —8:5-13
¢ The Centurion’s servant healed at a distance.
- A Centurion was a Roman army officer, a Gentile Luke tells us
much more about this man (Luke 7:1-10).
* Notice his exhibition of faith and Christ’s commendation:
- “Lord, I am not worthy ...” —”Lord,” a term not used lightly
—8:8
“Speak the word only ... For I am a man under authority (under
Caesar), having soldiers under me: and I say to this man, Go,

and he goeth ...” — If he, a mere Centurion has authority to
command, Christ who has al authority can command disease
—8:8b-9

— See Luke 7:8, “I also am ...” (emphasis mine).
- Commendation of his (Gentile) faith —8:10
— Compare Matt. 15:28 (another Gentile).

e The Gentiles will have a part in the Millennium, while many of
His own pe