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Raising Godly GenerationsLuke

 OVERVIEW
OF LUKE’S GOSPEL 

Introduction:
We have four Gospels. The four present four aspects 

of Christ, the Son of God. These four sides are to be seen in 
Revelation 4:7, in the four beasts:

The first is like a lion — Matthew: the King. It was 
written to the Jews. Its genealogy went back to Abraham, and it 
proved Jesus to be the Messiah, the King of Israel.

The second like a calf — Mark: the ox, servant. This 
Gospel was written to the Romans. It proved Him to be the 
Servant of God. We see Him a worker, not a talker—it is the 
book of action. 

The third had a face as a man — Luke: man, human.
The fourth like a flying eagle — John: eagle, deity.

As Mark was apparently under the influence of Peter, so 
Luke was definitely influenced by Paul with whom he traveled 
as a missionary companion for many years.

Luke was a Physician, and he expresses his medical 
knowledge in both Luke and Acts.

Mark had written for the Romans. Luke wrote for the 
Greeks who were noted for their emphasis on the intellectual and 
the ideal of perfect manhood. Jesus is presented in His perfect 
humanity by Luke. 

OUTLINE OF LUKE

•	 Luke 1: 

Introduction	 —1:1–4 
A.	 The order of the Scriptures: 

-	 “set forth in order” —1:1 
-	 “to write unto thee in order” —1:3 

—	God is orderly. There is order in all. 

B.	 The Source of his facts: 
(1)	From the eyewitnesses	 –1:2

•	 Eyewitnesses —Luke was not one of the 12 disciples. Now, 
notice Heb. 2:3–4.
- John 15:27 –all the disciples
- Acts 1:3 –again, all the disciples
- Acts 10:39 –Peter was
- I Peter 5:1 –Peter again
- II Peter 1:16 –Peter, of the transfiguration
- I John 1:1–3 –John was 

Luke 1:1–4 — Luke gives us vital information about 
the book he is writing. What is this information 
and how does it impact our lives?
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•	 Ministers of the Word. Notice Acts 6:4. Those who serve in 
and through the Word of God. 
-	 Some have thought that Luke’s account of the last supper was 

obtained from Paul, who had so often repeated it. Or it may be 
that Paul got it from Luke — or the both of them received the truth 
from an eyewitness! 

-	 DO WE KNOW? DO WE NEED TO KNOW? Not really. 

(2) His understanding “from the first”	 –1:3 
•	 Greek – anothen –could mean “from above,” as an adverb 

of  place, or as the KJV has it, “from the first,” an adverb of 
time. 

•	 ”perfect understanding” — “Understanding” (apakolou-theo),  
translated “fully known” in II Tim. 3:10. 
-	 ”Perfect” (akribos) = exact!

C.	 The addressee:
-	 To ”most excellent Theophilus” = Lover or friend of God 

•	 See Acts 1:1
•	 Who was he? No one really knows. All believers must be “Theophilus,” 

lovers of God. So, Luke addresses all believers — US! 

D.	 The purpose of Luke’s writing:
-	 Luke 1:4 “That thou mightest know the certainty of those things, 

wherein thou hast been instructed.”
-	 See John 20:31, where John gave his purpose in writing his Gospel.

-	 “certainty” (asphaleia) –The idea is reliability. Consider these:
•	 Acts 21:34; 22:30; 25:26 –relating to have a concrete, factual, accusation 

which would stand up in court.
•	 Acts 2:36 –Peter had just presented all the facts, now he concludes with 

the word “assuredly.”

•	LUKE’S PURPOSE IS CERTAINTY! So, when you read 
this Gospel, be aware of the certainties throughout.

To understand Luke’s purpose in writing is to understand why 
certain details are given. Suppose that Theophilus is going to 
check out the “certainty” by checking Luke’s facts. There are facts 
given which could have been checked personally at that time. Look 
for those facts as you study this Gospel. Times and places are 
given, names are used, and events are established through visible 
indications—for example, the dumbness of Zacharias. A visit to his 
village by Theophilus could establish that it happened.

1.	 Immediate Preparation for the Appearance of 
Christ	 	 	 	 —1:5 — 2:52 

(1)	 Annunciation	 	 	            —1:5–56 

•	The Announcement of John’s Birth 	              —1:5–25 
1.	 The Character of Zacharias and Elisabeth 	 —1:5–7

•	 The days of Herod 

Luke 1:5–25 — From this announcement of John 
the Baptist’s birth, what do we learn about his 
character, and the character of his parents?
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The time: The Herod at this time was Herod the Great. He 
was an Edomite (Idumean)—descendant of Esau, Jacob’s 
brother. He was made king by the Romans. His family was on 
the scene for 7 generations: (1) His grandfather Antipas, (2) his 
father Antipater, (3) Herod the Great (here), (4) Six offspring, 
(5) His grandchildren, of whom various are mentioned in the 
New Testament, (6) Herod Agrippa I, of Acts 12, and finally (7) 
Herod Agrippa II who is seen in Acts 26.
Herod the Great had adopted the Jewish religion, but was a 
heathen in practice, and a monster in character. The slaughter 
of the infants at Bethlehem (Matt. 2:16–18) took place under 
his direction. 
Herod the Great began rebuilding the Temple, and it was the 
Temple that he constructed which was in existence in the Day of 
Christ. Herod’s temple was destroyed in 70 A.D. at the hands of 
the Roman armies and under the direction of General Titus.
Herod was the first Gentile to occupy the throne of Judæa. He 
was king from 37 B.C. to 4 B.C.

•	How this fact fits Luke’s purpose: Herod was an historical figure. 
Theophilus knew about Herod.

•	Zacharias 

Of the course of Abia (see II Chron. 24:10 – Abia, the Greek form 
of Abijah). These courses were established by David (I Chron. 
24:1–ff). In Ezra 2:36–39 we see the names of those priestly 
courses which returned in Ezra’s day. Only 2 of these names are 
found in I Chronicles 24. The course of Abijah is not included. 
They may have returned to the land at a later time. The Jews 
kept careful records, this man’s name should have been there. 
Theophilus could have checked had he so desired.

•	Elisabeth 
Greek equivalent of Elishaba, “God is an Oath.” See Exodus 6:23, 
Elishaba was Aaron’s wife, and the mother of Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar, 
and Ithamar. Thus, she would have been considered the mother of the 
priesthood. It would have been an honor to bear that name.

E.	 Character of Zacharias and Elisabeth (1:6):
-	 “righteous” = Grk. dikaios, in the Scriptures, righteousness is 

by faith alone (Romans 1:17). They were “righteous before 
God.” 
—	Consider Noah (Gen. 6:9), Abraham (Gen. 15:6), and others. See 

Hebrews 11. 	
-	 Obedient – “walking in all the commandments and ordinances 

of the Lord”
-	 “blameless” = Grk. amemptos, “unblamed” – No charge could 

be leveled against them. 

F.	 Their barrenness: 
-	 Notice the parallel in Abraham and Sarah. How many barren 

women do we see throughout the Old Testament? 
(1)	 Sarah (Gen. 11:30) 
(2)	 Rebekah (Gen. 25:21) 
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(3)	 Rachel (Gen. 29:31) 
(4)	 Samson’s mother (Judg. 13:2) 
(5)	 Hannah, mother of Samuel (I Sam. 1:2, 5–7) [“The Lord had shut 

up her womb”] 

2.	 Zacharias’ work and ministry		               —1:8–10 
•	 To “burn incense” —1:9 

-	 See Exodus 30:1, 6–10. 
-	 Incense is a symbol of prayer —Ps. 141:2; Rev. 5:8 
-	 Ryrie: “The privilege of burning incense was permitted only once in 

the lifetime of any priest.” (Note on 1:9) 

•	 Note: Prayer accompanied the incense (1:10–13). 

3.	 The announcement			              —1:10–17
A.	 The Time: 

-	 While Zacharias was busy burning incense before the Lord. See Rev. 
8:3–4. Under the law, incense was offered with the prayers of the saints. 
This is a type of the intercessory ministry of Christ. Fire was taken from 
the altar (a type of the cross). Based on v. 13, Zacharias must have been 
praying as he offered incense. For what was he praying:
(1) For a son? —1:13 
(2) For the Messiah? 

•	 He was about to get both fulfilled. His son, as a forerunner of 
the Messiah. 

B.	 The Angel: 
-	 Gabriel (1:19) —1:11

With Luke 1:8–12, compare Mal. 3:1; 4:2, 5–6 (later). Given 400 
years earlier. 

C.	 A son promised: 
-	 Named John = the Greek form of Johanan (“Jehovah hath been gra-

cious”) — The Lord surely had been gracious toward Israel, and He 
was about to show far more graciousness than ever before. —1:13 

D.	 What was the nature of his greatness?          —1:15
-	 A Nazarite = “one separated” —See Num. 6:2–21 Judges 13:7, 14–ff 

(Samson = “sunny” – I Samuel 1:11, 28 (Samuel = “asked of God”)
-	 These three, Samson, Samuel, and John were Nazirites from the 

womb. 

E.	 “For he shall be great in the sight of the Lord.”
-	 Luke 1:66–67
-	 Matthew 11:10–11 
-	 “filled with the Holy Ghost, even from his mother’s womb” —1:15b, 

17. See 1:41. 

F.	 His mission	 —1:16–17
(1)	A preacher of repentance 			   —1:16 

•	 “repent” —Matt. 3:1–3  
•	 Many turned to the Lord —Matt. 3:5-6 
•	 See what John preached in Matt. 3:1–12 

(2)	A forerunner 				    —1:17 
•	 To turn the hearts of the fathers to their children —Cf. Mal. 4:6 
•	 To turn the disobedient to the wisdom of the just  
•	 So as to make ready a people prepared for the Lord 
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-	 ”And he shall go before Him in the Spirit and power of Elias” 
—1:17 

-	 As a forerunner, John began. A much greater harvest came after 
Pentecost (see Acts 2 and following). 

G.	 Elijah —1:17 —cf. Matt. 11:14; 17:10–13 
-	 The history of Elijah is found in I Kings 17 – 19, 21. 
-	 See I Kings 21:17–24 (Naboth’s vineyard) 

—	Elijah  was the stern	prophet of repentance who  stood against Ahab 
and Jezebel. 

—	John the Baptist died for standing against Herod’s wickedness —Matt. 
14:1–11 (see v. 4); Luke 9:7–9. 

-	 Rev. 11:3–6 (Some think that one of the two witnesses will be 
Elijah: 
—	“two olive trees” (11:4) —cf. Zech. 4:3, 12–14 
—	“fire proceedeth” (11:5) —II Kings 1:10–14 (fire from heaven) 
—	“shut heaven” (11:6) —I Kings 17:1 

-	 Views concerning the identity of the two witnesses: 
—	Moses and Elijah 
—	 Enoch and Elijah (neither of these men died) 
—	 A witnessing remnant in Israel (Cf. Isa. 43:10, 12). 
—	 WE DON’T KNOW, BUT WE SHALL SOMEDAY! 

4. 	 Zacharias’ unbelief				    –1:18 
•	 He was seeking a sign. 

-	 That sign was dumbness. 

5. 	 His dumbness	–1:19–22
•	 Gabriel = “man of God” 			   —1:19 

-	 He is seen in Daniel 8:16; 9:21
-	 He stands in the presence of God, and was sent from God. Gabriel ought 

to know!

•	 Dumb until the fulfillment —1:20, 22
-	 See 1:64

6.	 Elisabeth’s pregnancy	   		            –1:23–25
•	 Zacharias was free to return to his home. The priests served for 

their time, then they were free until the next time. —1:23 
•	Consider the situation: Zacharias could not speak. Elisabeth was 

pregnant and hid herself for 5 months. —1:24–25 

•	The announcement of Jesus’ birth to Mary  —1:26–38
A.	 Compare 1:27, “virgin,” with 1:34. Then see Isa. 7:14. Then 

read (Luke 1:34–38) to see how this was fulfilled. 
B.	 The Virgin Birth: 

—	Accept it 
—	or Reject it, and logically reject all Scripture.  
—	God’s Word says it, that settles it. 

C.	 ”Highly favored” —1:28 
•	 “graciously accepted” or “much graced” –Lit.] This Greek word is 

found again in Eph. 1:6. Romanism’s, “full of grace” is not correct! 
•	 Why was she favored? She was chosen by God, and that was all of 

grace, not merit. See 1:30. 

Luke 1:26–38 — In this announcement of Jesus’ birth, 
what do we learn about Mary’s character?  
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D.	 Luke 1:31–33, 35. There are 7 things said in these verses about 
the person and destiny of the promised Child:
(1)	 A Son (1:31b) 
(2)	 His Name would be Jesus (1:31c)
(3)	 He shall be great (1:32a) 
(4)	 Called the Son of the Highest (1:32b) 
(5) The Messiah (1:32c) 

-	 The Lord God shall give Him the throne of David. 
-	 Thus, He is the Son of David. 

(6) He shall reign over the house of Judah forever (1:33) 
-	 There shall be no end to His kingdom. 

(7) Son of God (1:35) 

E.	 Contrast Mary’s reception of the angel’s message with that of 
Zacharias (cf. 1:45–46).—
—	Mary (1:34) “How shall this be, seeing I …”

-	 Then (1:38), “be it unto me according to thy word” 

—	Zacharias (1:18, 20)

•	Mary’s trip to see Elizabeth	 	            —1:39–56
1.	 Elizabeth’s praise			   –1:41–45 

•	 Filled with the Holy Ghost and why —1:41
•	 What she recognized and why —1:43–44  

2.	 Mary’s praise 	 			   –1:46–56
•	 Features of Mary’s character seen in her song:

-1.	 Praise (she magnified the Lord) —1:46
-2.	 Joy —1:47

-	 Mary: “My Saviour,” confessing that she was a sinner and needed 
a Savior —1:47 

-3.	 Faith —1:48
-4.	 Remembrance of God’s covenant —1:54–55

-	 That is also faith.

•	Compare Mary’s song with that of Hannah in I Samuel 2:1–10.
•	 Three divine attributes extolled in 1:49–50: 

-1. 	 Omnipotence 
-2. 	 Holiness 
-3. 	 Mercy (“transitive love) 

•	 3 Principles of God’s working are seen in the manner of the 
Savior’s coming. See –1:51–53: 
-1. 	 He scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. —1:51 
-2. 	 Put down the mighty and exalted them of low degree. —1:52 

-	 He brought down rulers and exalted the humble. 
-3. 	 He has filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich empty 

away. —1:53 
-	 See I Cor. 1:26–31. 

Luke 1:39–56 — What does God reveal about Him-
self through Elisabeth’s and Mary’s response 
to His working in their lives?
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2.	 The Birth of John the Baptist	          —1:57–80 

1.	 Birth and circumcision	  		  –1:57–59a
•	 Circumcision was always performed the 8th day, even though that 

day might have been the Sabbath. Gen. 17:12; Lev. 12:3; John 
7:23. 
-	 And see Phil. 3:5. 

2.	 They named him John	           		  –1:59b–63 
•	 John = The Greek form of Johanan (“Jehovah hath been gra-

cious”) 
-	 See above under Luke 1:13. 

3.	 Zechariah’s praise	    		  –1:64 
•	 His mouth was opened. 

-	 During the period of his dumbness (1:20) [and deafness (1:62)] he was 
unfit for priestly service. A priest was to be without blemish —Lev. 
21:17–24. [But does that include dumbness and deafness?] 

4.	 The wonder of the neighbors	            	 –1:65–66 
•	 Their fear and wonder 

5.	 Zechariah’s prophecy	            		  –1:67–79 
(1)	 The prophecies of Zachariah 	 —1:68-75

•	 He hath visited and redeemed. —1:68 
•	 A horn of salvation —1:69 

-	 Horn = power (See II Sam. 22:3) 
•	 Pointing to it as fulfilled prophecy —1:70–71 
•	 Promise kept —1:72–75 

-	 Fulfilling his oath to Abraham (see Gen. 22:16–18). 

(2)	 Divine attributes extolled in this song: 
-1.	 Mercy, faithfulness —1:72 
-2.	 Highest = Omnipotence —1:76 

(3)	 The purpose of Salvation: 
-1.	 Deliverance out of the hand of our enemies. Of course, see 

Heb. 2:14–15. This will ultimately be the result for the nation 
Israel. They thought He was here the first time for that purpose. 
—1:74–75 

-2.	 Two more in 1:77–79
(1. To give His people knowledge of salvation by the remission 

of sins.
(2. To make the Sunrise from on high visit us to shine on those 

who sit in darkness — 

(4)	 Divide his song as follows: 
-1.	 Thanks to God for the coming of the Messiah —1:68–70
-2.	 The purpose of Messiah’s coming —1:71–75
-3.	 The Mission of John —1:76–77
-4.	 Further picture of the Messiah’s coming —1:78–79

-	 This song refers primarily to the Jewish nation. It applies also 
to Christians: 
—	Romans 15:8–9 
—	I Peter 2:9 

-	 The Lord God of Israel visited and redeemed His people —1:68. 

Luke 1:57–66 — In the details of John’s birth, 
how did God further demonstrate His unique 
purpose for John?

Luke 1:67–79 — Zechariah praised God for several 
things here in this song of praise. For what does 
He praise God? 
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Christians are now His people: Eph. 2:14–18; I Peter 2:10 
-	 An appeal to the oath which God swore to Abraham —1:70–75. 

See Rom. 4:13–16 

6.	 John’s maturity and mission	      	 –1:80 
•	 He was “strong in spirit.” 
•	 He was in the desert until God’s time to reveal him. 

3.	 Birth, Infancy, and Youth of Jesus	           —2:1–52 

•	 Luke 2: 

•	 Luke 2 mentions 61 different things not mentioned in the other 
Gospels. 

1.	 The Decree of Cæsar Augustus that all should be taxed in his 
own city [the city of his ancestry] 	                —2:1–5 
A.	 Joseph and Mary were required to go to Bethlehem. 

(1)	 These verses illustrate the control God has over the free 
actions of men to bring to pass His divine purpose. 
—	Luke 1:70 
—	Micah 5:2 (Cf. Matt. 2:6) 
—	Titus 1:3 

(2)	 Even Cæsar Augustus, the powerful Roman ruler, who ruled 
such a vast territory, was merely an agent in the purpose of 
God. In fact, God moved the entire Roman Empire just to 
fulfill one small verse of prophecy written by Micah about 
700 years earlier. 

B.	 Bethlehem Ephratah —See Gen. 35:16; Micah 5:2. 
-	 Rachel died and was buried there —Gen. 35:19. 

2. 	 Mary brought forth Jesus 		                 —2:6–7
•	 Wrapped in swaddling clothes: 

-	 A swaddling band was a cloth in which newborn babes were wrapped 
(Job 38:9; Ezek. 16:4). The infant was placed diagonally on a square 
piece of cloth. Two corners were turned across its body, one across the 
feet, the other under its head. The whole thing was fastened by bands. 

-	 He was born and laid in a manger. Why? “Because there was no room 
for them in the inn.” There is no more said, but these words are full of 
meaning. There was no room. How true this is today!

3. 	 The angelic announcement to the shepherds         —2:8–14 
(1)	 Shepherds 	 —2:8 
(2)	Angel of the Lord 	 —2:9–12 

•	 What may we learn from the Angel’s message as well as from the 
rejoicing of the heavenly host (2:9–14)? 

-1. 	 The Angel accompanied His birth — this has not ever happened 
before or since —2:9a 

-2. 	 The Glory of God shone round the shepherds — God was person-
ally present and involved —2:9b. 

-3.	 The Angel brought good news of great joy to all people — Not 
just to the parents and other relatives of the Lord —2:10. 

-4. This Savior was born for them (“unto you is born”) —2:11a. 

Luke 1:80 — What details do we learn about John’s 
early life from this one verse? 

Luke 2:1–20 — What events recorded here con-
cerning Jesus’ birth confirm His being our 
Messiah? 
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-5. Born in the city of David (Bethlehem) —2:11b.
-6. “Christ the Lord” = The Messiah the Lord 

-	 “Christ” means “anointed,” and in the Hebrew, “Messiah” means 
the same. 

-7. He would be found wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a 
manger—a poor and humble place to be born —2:12 

(3)	The heavenly host 
•	 They heard the multitude of the heavenly host praising and 

giving glory to God 	 —2:13–14  

•“Glory to God in the highest” = “in highest heaven.” 
-	 Scripturally, there are 3 heavens:

-1.	 The atmosphere — where birds fly & above
-2.	 The celestial heaven —Gen. 1:1; Ps. 19:1.
-3.	 The heaven of heavens where God dwells and where the Savior 

is now seated “on the right hand of the Majesty on High” (Heb. 
1:1–3).  

•	 on earth peace, good will toward men” —Col. 1:20a; Rom. 5:1; 
Eph. 2:14–17

•	 Jesus performed these 2 great works:
-1.	 Glorified God in heaven (Rom. 3:26), and
-2.	 Brought an end to the enmity between God and man 

(Rom. 5:1).

•	 ”And this shall be a sign unto you” (2:12). What would that sign 
be? They would find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying 
in a manger.
Not in a king’s palace—not even in a home, but in a manger. See II Cor. 
8:9; Phil. 2:5–8.
Never has there every been such a heavenly demonstration for any  person, 
not for Herod, Cæsar Augustus, for Alexander the Great; not for any of 
the great religious leaders of the world! 

•	 It is interesting that an angel was not sent to the Temple to an-
nounce His birth to the religious leaders. Neither was one sent to 
the palace to tell Herod and the other Roman leaders. The angels 
came to lowly shepherds. 
—Notice by comparison Mary’s praise in 1:51–53. Also see I Cor. 
1:26–29 as to God’s method of dealing with mankind. James 4:6b, 
“God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to the humble.” Also 
see Psa. 138:6; Matt. 23:12.

4. 	 The shepherds go and tell abroad 	          —2:15–20
•	 Notice how the shepherds responded to that glorious message. They 

responded quickly with faith. They then bore witness to that which they 
had seen. 

(1)	 They went to Bethlehem 	 —2:15–16a 
(2)	 They found Mary and the Babe.	 —2:16b 

•	 They found Mary, Joseph and Jesus. 
•	 Jesus was still in the manger at that time. 

(3)	 They broadcast the news abroad.	 —2:17 
(4)	 The hearers wondered at their news. 	 —2:18 
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(5)	 Mary’s wonder 	 —2:19 
•	 She kept those things within herself. 
•	 She pondered them, literal meaning, she “brought them together in 

her mind.” 
(6)	 The shepherds returned praising 	 —2:20 

•	 They returned to their flocks after going to see Jesus. 

5.	 The circumcision of Jesus 		           —2:21–22a 
•	 Their careful obedience to God’s law:

(1)	 The circumcision after 8 days —2:21 
•	 This circumcision was in accordance with Lev. 12:3. 
•	 The eighth day was specified in the Law of Moses. 

(2)	 Mary’s purification 	—2:22a 
•	 This purification was according to the Law of Moses. 
•	 See Lev. 12:2–4. 
•	 Her offering was that of a poor person. 

6.	 They took Him to the Temple 		           —2:22b–24
(1)	 The presentation of Jesus as firstborn 	 —2:22b–24, 39 

•	 This was for the offering for the Firstborn. 
•	 He was to be redeemed, just like all other firstborns. 
•	 See Ex. 13:2, 11–16. 

(2)	 Circumcision was administered at the age of 8 days. 
•	 After the circumcision of the child two rites had to be performed:
(1.	 His presentation to God and redemption by a money payment 

—2:23; Ex. 13:2, 13 
(2.	 The sacrifice of purification for the mother —2:24; Lev. 12. Mary 

and Joseph, were poor. 
•	 Compare 2:24 with Lev. 12:2–8 (i.e. 12:6, 8).

•	 The following is according to custom. It is not based upon the 
Scriptures. 

(3)	 At the age of 40 days the boy would be presented at the 
temple.

(4)	 At 3 years of age he would be given the tasseled garment 
directed by the Law (Deut. 22:12). See also Num. 15:38; Matt. 
23:5, “fringes” = “tassels.”

(5)	 At 5 he would begin to learn portions of the Pentateuch.
(6)	 At 12 he would begin to attend the Jerusalem feasts (see 

2:42–51). 

Notice: The company of the genuine believers seen in these 
verses: 
(1) Zacharias and Elizabeth among the priesthood (1:5–25, 

57–79) 
(2) Simeon —2:25–34 
(3) Anna —2:36–38 
-	 There has always been a remnant of true believers to whom 

the Lord of Glory has been revealing Himself. Even through 
the dark ages. Luther, Huss, Calvin, they were not the first to 
believe out of such dark ages. Millions of true believers died 
under Romanist persecution prior to the Reformation. 

Luke 2:21–38 — What events recorded here, 
concerning Jesus’ consecration at the temple, 
confirm His being our Messiah? 
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7.	 Simeon’s words concerning Jesus 	            —2:25–35 
•	 Simeon: 

(1) Simeon = Just —righteous, upright, and that only by faith. 
(2) Devout —fearing God 
(3) Waiting for the consolation of Israel. 

-	 This is the One Who would comfort Israel. 
-	 “waiting for the consolation of Israel” (2:25) —i.e., he was waiting 

for the Messiah. For other phrases of similar meaning, see 2:38 and 
23:51. 

(4) The Holy Spirit was upon him. 
-	 The insight came from the Holy Spirit. —2:26 
-	 “And He came by the Spirit into the Temple” —2:27 

•	 What Simeon saw in the child that lay in his arms. —2:28–32, 
34–35. 
(1) God’s Salvation—for He is our Salvation        —2:30–31 
(2) A light of revelation to the Gentiles 		  —2:32a 
(3) The Glory of His people Israel 		  —2:32b 

•	 Simeon then spoke to Mary and Joseph. 		  —2:33 
(1) He was appointed for the fall and rising again of many in 

Israel. 	
-	 Falling and rising again?— Death and resurrection? Or, fall and 

rising of the nation? —2:34b 
-	 Another thought: Three things are said: (1) Through this Child 

many will fall (cf. Isa. 8:14) and many will rise up, according as they 
reject or receive Him; (2) He will be a sign from God, unwelcome 
to many; and (3) through Him the secret thoughts of many will be 
brought to light.

(2)	 He was appointed for a sign which will be “spoken against” 
—2:34c

(3)	 He was appointed to reveal the thoughts of many hearts 		
—2:35 
-	 See John 2:24–25, then Nicodemus in John 3, and the Samaritan 

woman in John 4.
(4)	 Yes, a painful sword would pierce Mary’s soul as well 		

—2:35a. 
-	 Consider this in light of John 19:25, she stood at the cross and 

watched Him die.

8.	 Anna, a prophetess 			              —2:36–38 
•	 The second of two mentioned who feared the Lord. There were 

others. 
See Malachi 4:2; 3:16 also. 
-	 Anna was an widow 84 years of age, of the tribe of Asher. Had lived 

with a husband only 7 years. 
-	 Anna means “grace.” 
-	 Gave thanks and spoke of Him unto all those who looked for redemption 

in Jerusalem: cf. 1:68; 2:25. And see 24:21. 

9.	 Their return to Galilee 				      —2:39 
•	 He was called a Nazarene —Matt. 2:23 

-	 Note other references on this: 
Matt. 21:11; 26:71 
Mark 1:24; 16:6 

Luke 2:39–52 — How does this record of Jesus’ 
early years demonstrate His character as our 
Messiah? 
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Luke 4:16; 24:19 
John 1:45–46; 18:5, 7; 19:19 
Acts 2:22; 4:10; 10:38; 3:6; 22:8; 24:5; 26:9 

The Hebrew word for Nazareth was Netzer, a branch, Isa. 11:1 
He was “a Branch (netzer) out of his (Jesse’s) roots.” This is 
said to go forth from the “root” or line of Jesse. This refers to 
the key descendant of David who epitomizes all that the Lord 
has promised to David (II Sam. 7:1-ff.). [from the Theological 
Wordbook of the Old  Testament — #1408a]. 

10.	 Jesus’ growth 				    —2:40
•	 Notice what it says about Him in this verse: 

(1) He grew. 
(2) He waxed (grew) strong in spirit. The same was said of John 

the Baptist in Luke 1:80. 
(3) He was filled with wisdom. 

•	 Cf. I Cor. 1:30. 
(4) The grace of God was upon Him. 

11.	 They take Him to the Passover at Jerusalem    —2:41–51
•	 His age at this time was twelve —2:42 
•	 He tarried behind in Jerusalem. —2:43b–44 
•	 They sought and found Him. —2:45–46 
•	 Notice the various indications of His perfection in these vers-

es:
(1) His wisdom in being able to question the teachers, to understand 

them, and to answer them wisely —2:46–47 
(2) He had remained in the House of His Heavenly Father: 

-	 “Wist ye not that I must be about my Father’s business?” 
—2:49 

-	 John 8:29; Heb. 3:2; 5:8. 
(3) He was subject to His parents following this —2:51 

-	 See Phil. 2:5–8. 

12. The continued growth of Jesus 			   —2:52
•	 Luke emphasized the perfect Humanity of Christ. See how he 

speaks of His natural growth: 
(1)	He increased in wisdom 
(2)	He increased in stature 
(3)	He increased in favor with God and man 

-	 “favor” (Grk. charis) 

2.	 Inauguration of Jesus’ Ministry 	      —3:1 – 4:13 

(1)	 Ministry of John and Baptism of Jesus     —3:1–22 

•	 Luke 3: 

1. The Ministry of John the Baptist 		              —3:1–18 
(1) The date of the beginning of John’s ministry 	 —3:1–2 

•	 Remember Luke 1:4, “the certainty”  
•	 Tiberius Cæsar —15th year

Luke 3:1–6 — How does John the Baptist fulfill 
prophecy concerning Himself?
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-	 Reigned from 14–37 A.D. He was the second emperor of Rome. 
Four years after his birth his mother divorced his father and married 
first Octavianus and later Augustus. Augustus cared for his educa-
tion and in 4 A.D. adopted him. Upon the death of Augustus he 
succeeded to the throne at 55 years of age. His government began 
with a period of general good government and good will. He was 
cold, reserved and of a generally suspicious nature, so his reign 
ended with a series of conspiracies and consequent executions. On 
the whole his reign was just and beneficent in the empire. It was in 
the latter years of his reign that Jesus was crucified at Jerusalem 
and the Christian Church was begun.

•	 Pontius Pilate, governor over Judæa —He will be seen later 
—23:1–ff. 

•	 Herod, tetrarch of Galilee —He will be seen a bit later also—v. 
19. 

•	 Philip, tetrarch of Ituræa and Trachonitis 	
-	 Lysanias, tetrarch of Abilene 

•	 Annas and Caiaphas being High Priests —see John 11:49–51; 
18:13, and Acts 4:6. 

(2)	 John’s fulfillment of Isa. 40:3–6		  —3:4–6 
•	 Verse 6 quotes Isa. 52:10. 
•	 We may compare this with 1:16–17: 

-1. “many … shall he turn to the Lord”: 3:3, “preaching the baptism of 
repentance” —This was a baptism conditioned upon repentance 
to obtain remission of sins. 

-2. “… he shall go before Him in the spirit and power of Elias”: His 
message was drawn from the book of Isaiah; it was bold, as was 
Elijah’s. His message was to prepare the way of the Lord. He 
dwelt in the wilderness as Elijah did. 

•	 We may also compare this with 1:76–77 
-1. He was the prophet of the Highest —3:4 
-2. He went before the face of the Lord —3:4 
-3. He gave announcement of salvation —3:6 
-4. This salvation was by repentance for remission of sins —3:3  

(3)	John’s message 			                —3:7–18 
•	 Notice John’s boldness, straightforwardness and his faithful-

ness to the business he was called to do. 
-1. Repentance because of coming judgment —3:7–9 

-	 See John 8:33–47; Rom. 9:6–9; Gal. 3:6–9, 27–29. Mere 
ancestry would not be enough. 

-	 See 13:6–9 and the fruitless fig tree. The axe was laid to the 
fruitless sons of Abraham (according to the natural family) and 
those of faith would have a new root, “a Root of Jesse” (Isa. 
11:2, 10, Cf. Rom. 5:12). 

-2. Compassion toward the needy —3:10–11 
-	 Two coats given to him who has none. 

-3. Honesty —3:12–14 
-4. The Coming of the Lord —3:15–18 

-	 Two kinds of baptism: 
—	Baptism with the Holy Ghost—This has been fulfilled. 

Gathering the wheat into His garner (Reaping) 
See Acts 1:4–5 where Luke speaks of this again. 
Then see Acts 11:15–18 

Luke 3:7–20 — What vital truths stand out in John’s 
message? 
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—	Baptism with fire—This is yet to be fulfilled. The purging 
has not yet begun. He has yet to clean His threshingfloor, 
gather the wheat into his barns and burn the chaff in a “fire 
unquenchable.”
Burning of the chaff is Judgment. 

2.	 John Reproved Herod and was Jailed 	            —3:19–20 
•	 For sake of timing, the baptism of Christ had to have taken place 

before Herod imprisoned and killed John the Baptist. 

3.	 The Baptism of Jesus Christ 		             —3:21–22 
(1)	 Heaven opened 			   —3:21 

•	 Ezek. 1:1 —God had previously revealed Himself to man. In Christ, 
God revealed Himself to men (Heb. 1:3; John 1:14, 18). Here God 
opens the heavens, and all that takes place bears witness to the 
Son. 

•	 John 1:57 (cf. Gen. 28:12) 
•	 The mediatorship of the Son (see Heb. 1:13—14) 

(2)	 The Holy Spirit like a dove 			   —3:22 
•	 The symbol of gentleness—brooding 
•	 Gen. 1:2b —”moved” (Same word as “fluttereth” in Deut. 32:11 

speaking of the eagle fluttering over her young)
•	 Gen. 8:8–12 —Noah sent forth a dove. A type of the Holy Spirit over 

a judged earth. The dove at first fluttered around finding no rest. Later 
she entered with an olive leaf, and later yet, she did not return.
—	“in bodily form as a dove” —see Matt. 3:16

(3)	 The Trinity is seen here 			   —3:22
-1.	 The Son being baptized	
-2.	 The Holy Spirit descending like a dove
-3.	 The Father speaking from heaven

(4) The threefold testimony of the Father 	 —3:22 
•	 Think of it this way: 
-1.	 “My … Son” [Jesus is the Son of God] 
-2.	 “My beloved Son” [Jesus is the beloved Son of God] 
-3.	 “In thee I am well pleased” 

•	 See my notes on Matt. 3:16–17 (as follows): 
-	 There is a manifestation of the Trinity here. 

(1)	 Jesus, being baptized —
(2)	 The Spirit descending upon Him 

•	 See John 1:31–34. 
(3)	 The Father’s speaking from heaven: 

•	 “This is my beloved Son, in Whom I am well pleased.” 
-	 That voice also spoke in Matt. 17:5-9 (Added there are 

the words, “Hear ye Him”) 
-	 Then the same voice spoke again in John 12:28–30, 

shortly before His death on the cross. 
•	 Also see my notes on Mark 1:9–11. 

(5)	The last time we saw Jesus in Luke was 2:51–52. 
•	 With Luke 3:23 compare 2:40, 42 and 51–52. 
•	 Notice Mark 6:3: He was a carpenter—had learned a trade.

Luke 3:21–22 — From this account of Jesus’ baptism 
what do we see that demonstrates His deity? 
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(2)	 The Genealogy of Jesus 	      	          —3:23–38

1. 	 His age when He enters into His ministry 	 —3:23a
•	 Why was it not when He was 21 yrs. of age, or 25, or even 27? 

Why 30?
-	 Num. 4:2–4 —The sons of Kohath began their service at age 30 and 

ended at age 50. 
-	 Num. 4:47; I Chron. 23:3, 24, 27 (24–32), It appears that David may 

have lowered the age. 

2. 	 The Genealogy 	 —3:23b–38
•	 Matthew’s genealogy goes back to David and Abraham, showing 

His legal right to the throne of David and His relationship to the 
Abrahamic Covenant. 

•	 Luke goes back to Adam, for Jesus is the “Second Adam,” the 
PERFECT One —showing Jesus in His perfect humanity. 
-	 Notice the italic, “the son.” So, what it says literally is, “which was 

of.” 
•	 Luke gives the genealogy of Mary, while Matthew gives that of 

Joseph. 
-	 Jer. 22:30 gives a curse upon the descendants of Jehoiachin, who was 

in Matthew’s genealogy of Joseph. 

•	 Luke 4: 

(3)	 Temptation of Jesus 	 	            —4:1–13 

•	 As we enter into the overview of Luke 4, we must remember that 
Luke presents Jesus Christ as the Perfect Man. 

1.	 Jesus’ temptation in the wilderness 	 —4:1–13
(1)	 There is proof in this passage that temptation is not sin. And we 

learn also that temptation may be the strongest following some 
great experience of God. 

(2)	 Jesus was tempted to sin but notice: 
(1)	 Heb. 4:15; 7:26–28 
(2)	 Isa. 53:9 
(3)	 I Pet. 2:22 
(4)	 II Cor. 5:21 

(3)	 Observe the special moment chosen by the devil for this at-
tack. 
(1)	 It took place after His baptism and the descent of the Holy Spirit. 
(2)	 It took place after He had not eaten for 40 days and when He was 

hungry. 
(3)	 It took place as He entered His ministry. 

• It was as He was entering upon a life and ministry. The founda-
tion principle of that ministry was faith in, and loving obedience 
to, God His Father.

•	 Notice the light that this throws upon the nature of Satan’s attack 
and his twice-repeated challenge: “If thou be the Son of God.” 
Jesus was tempted “in all points” “like as we are, yet without 
sin” (Heb. 4:15). He, as our heavenly Intercessor, therefore 
understands our temptations. 

Luke 3:23–38 — From this genealogy of Jesus what 
do we learn about His Humanity? 

Luke 4:1–13 — How does Satan’s temptation of 
Jesus, as seen here, relate to the temptations 
we face in our life? 
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(4)	 He had been “led up” (Matt. 4:1 — ”driven,” Mark 1:12) by the Spirit 
into the wilderness. He was there in obedience to His Father. 

(5) Satan evidently desired that Jesus act independently of His Father. 
•	 Had Jesus yielded, He would not have been obedient, and He too 

would have joined Lucifer and Adam in rebellion against God. 
•	 Such independence would have been rebellion. 
•  Jesus is God, not an angel like Satan.

(6) Implied in the accuser’s statement is, “You are the Son of God! Why 
not take advantage of it?” 

Looking at the three temptations separately: 
a.	 The temptation was in 2 phases: 

-1.	 He was tempted of the devil all the 40 days of  fasting. The 
nature of this temptation is not given in Scripture. But see 
Heb. 4:15. —Luke 4:2a. 

-2.	 He was tempted when He was weak at the end of the 40 days 
of fasting —Luke 4:2b–3 

•	 What is temptation? See James 1:13-15 
-	 Based upon that passage, was the Divine Son of God capable 

of lust? Lust, Gr. epithumía, “desire, craving, longing, desire 
for what is forbidden." It denotes “strong desire” of any kind.  

b.	 The temptation was threefold—See I John 2:16: 
-1.	 “lust of the flesh —The body —4:3–4 
-2.	 “lust of the eye” —The spirit —4:5–8 
-3.	 “pride of life” —The soul —4:9–12 
-	 The devil then ended the temptation and departed from Him.—

4:13 

Eve was tempted in the same three ways in Eden: 
-1. “lust of the flesh” —She saw that the tree was good for 

food —Gen. 3:6a 
-2. “lust of the eyes” —it was pleasant to the eyes —3:6b 
-3. “pride of life” —and a tree to be desired to make one 

wise —Gen. 3:6c 

c.	 The details of the temptations 	 —4:3–12
(1)	 Food — “command this stone, that it be made bread” 			 

	 —4:3–4 
•	 This temptation was directed at His body. 
•	 Temptation to satisfy His fleshly appetite by turning against 

God’s perfect will.
Had Jesus, through His life, followed the practice of using His 
divine power to satisfy His every need, there would have been no 
suffering for Him, no pain, no sorrow, and no cross (See Heb. 5:8). 
He could not have been our Saviour. For anyone to live for food, 
for pleasure, or for approval, is to defeat God’s supreme purpose 
for their life.
Adoniram Judson suffered greatly in Burma during his life. His son, 
Dr. Edward Judson, spoke of it this way: “If we succeed without 
suffering, it is because others have suffered before us. If we suffer 
without success, it is that others may succeed after us.” 
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•	 Jesus answers by quoting Scripture —Deut. 8:3 (read 
8:1–20). Israel had traveled in the wilderness 40 years. Our 
Lord had just spent 40 days in the wilderness. God had a 
purpose in Israel’s wilderness experience: “to humble thee, 
and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether 
thou wouldest keep His commandments or no.” Compare 
this with John 4:34. Here, He would wait for the supply 
ministered by the hands of God’s angels (Matt. 4:11). Just 
as Israel received “angels’ food” —Psa. 78:25. 

(2)	 Power — “if thou wilt worship me, all shall be thine” 			 
	 —4:5–8 
-	 The devil, took Him up into an high mountain, and showed Him 

all the kingdoms of the world, and, as Matthew mentions, “and the 
glory of them.” Luke emphasizes both the power and the glory: 
The “devil said unto him, All this power will I give thee, and the 
glory of them.” Note that he added, “for that is delivered unto me; 
and to whomsoever I will I give it.” Some say he was lying. Not 
so! He is the “god of this world,” the nations of the world have 
delivered themselves to him. 

-	 He sought that Jesus would worship him, and he would then give 
Jesus all. But Jesus had to go to the Cross, and there He purchased 
it all by means of His shed Blood.  

•	 This is the third offer in Matthew’s account. However, con-
sider Luke’s purpose. It too was aimed at the cross. What a 
shortcut to gain the world cursed and separated from God 
and having sold itself to the devil! He could have the al-
legiance of Satan’s kingdoms (the kingdoms of this world) 
by worshiping Satan.

•	 But notice: “for all that is delivered unto me; and to whom-
soever I will I give it” (4:6b). And compare John 12:31, 
“Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince 
of this world be cast out.” See also John 14:30 and 16:11; 
II Cor. 4:4; Eph. 2:2; Heb. 2;14.

•	 Jesus spoiled principalities and powers on the Cross (Col. 
2:15). The devil was among these principalities and powers. 
To “spoil” means “to strip of power.” The devil can now no 
longer say what he said in Luke 4:6. 

•	 Here Satan offers Him the many rather than the few. Christ 
said that many will go on the broad way to destruction and 
few on the narrow way unto eternal life (Matt. 7:13–14). 
In God’s way of the cross only a few would come to him, 
but Satan’s offer promised many, along with the splendor of 
this world. How much greater is the splendor of heaven! 

•	 He answered by quoting Deut. 6:13 which is again a part of 
the summation which followed the 40 years of wilderness 
wandering. Behind them was a long wilderness experience, 
but before them lay a land to conquer. Deut. 6:15 is a very 
significant passage on this matter also. 

(3) Pride — “cast thyself down from hence” 	 —4:9–12 
-	 The devil then “set him on a pinnacle of the temple, and said unto 

him, If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down from hence,” and 
he then quoted, and misapplied, an Old Testament passage (Psalm 
91:11–12). 
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•	 “Test God, if you are really His son.” Then the devil mis-
quotes Scripture, as he has done so often before and since. 
He left out, “in all thy ways.” Are the ways of Christ the 
will of God, or is it in “adventures”?  

•	 Jesus answers with Deut. 6:16, “Ye shall not tempt the Lord 
your God, as ye tempted Him in Massah.” See Exodus 
17:2–7. They were at Rephidim where there was no water. 
They “chided” with Moses who then smote the Rock in 
Horeb and brought water. He then called the place Massah 
and Meribah, because the children of Israel chided with him 
there and “tempted the Lord, saying, is the Lord among us, 
or not?” 

•	 Isn’t this what Satan desired? This deceiver said, “If thou be the Son 
of God, cast Thyself down from hence: for it is written, He shall 
give His angels charge over thee, to keep thee: And in their hands 
they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against 
a stone.” Question: “Is God really your Father? Is God really with 
you?” 

•	 Another possible temptation here: To show the world in this sen-
sational way that He is the Son of God. 

c.	 These same three temptations also manifest themselves in the 
lives of Christians: 
(1)	 To live a self-gratifying life. 

(2)	 To shortcut God’s holy purpose for more easy gains. 
-	 To miss the way of the cross — 

(3)	 To try God with risky behavior. 
-	 One must know God’s will and follow it. There is a difference 

between faith and presumption. Faith knows God’s will (and Word) 
first, presumption thinks that, if it just believes and steps out, that 
God will honor that. True faith is believing God. See Rom. 10:17 
and Rom. 4:3. 

•	 Note that the temptation was directed at the body, soul, and spirit 
of Jesus. Satan tempts us in these same three ways.  

3.	 Christ’s Ministry in Galilee	 	     —4:14 – 9:50

(1)	 Rejection at Nazareth	       	          —4:13–30 

1.	 He taught in the Synagogue at Galilee 	 —4:14–15 
•	 This begins the account of a preaching tour in the synagogues of 

Galilee. There will be a detailed account of two Sabbaths. 
(1)	 His fame 	 —4:14 

•	 Jesus returned from His temptation in the power of the Spirit 
—4:14 

•	 He, being filled with the Spirit, was led by the Spirit to be tempted 
—4:1–2 
-	 He returned in victory. 

(2)	 His teaching in their Synagogue 	 —4:15 
•	 He taught in their Synagogues, being glorified of all. 

Luke 4:14-44 — What insights do we glean here 
about Jesus Himself and His ministry? 
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2. 	 How He taught that day   		  —4:16–30 
— A Sabbath Day in Nazareth — 

(1)	 The reading of the Scriptures  	 —4:16–21 
•	 Jesus had become popular (4:14). No wonder that when He 

came to Nazareth He was invited to read and speak. He read 
the Scripture portion and then made a significant claim: “This 
day is this Scripture fulfilled in your ears” –4:21. 

•	 Luke 4:15 says He began to teach in their synagogues. This apparently 
was the first one of many. 

(2)	 He read from Isa. 61:1–2. 	 (4:17–20) 
•	 Notice His mission: 
-1. The Spirit of the Lord is upon me —Cf. 4:1, 14, 22
-2.	 Because He hath anointed me to preach the Gospel to the 

poor. 
•	 “anointed” (Grk. echrisen, from chrio) The title Christ signifies 

“the Anointed One.”
•	 Gospel = good news —”to the poor” (See Lk. 1:51–53). In Isa. 

61:1 it is “meek,” or “poor in spirit” (Matt. 5:3). 
•	Now, salvation, release, healing: 
-3.	 … to heal the broken hearted
-4.	 … to preach deliverance to the captives
-5.	 … and recovering of sight to the blind

•	 II Cor. 4:3–4 
-6.	 … to set at liberty them that are bruised 
-7.	 … to preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 

•	 The Year of Jubilee; see Lev. 25:8–17 (v. 10) “proclaim liberty 
throughout all the land.” 

•	 Notice where He stopped (cf. 4:19 with Isa. 61:1–2). The “day 
of vengeance” had not begun, nor has it yet. This points out 
the detailed accuracy of the Scriptures. The portion that He 
read speaks of the offer of His grace. 
-	 He did not read of  His judgment which will be poured out at His 

second coming. 

(3)	 Their response 	 —4:22–30 
-1.	 They were evidently only moved but hardly convinced 

—4:22, 
•	 “Is not this Joseph’s son?” —See Mark 6:2–3 

-2.	 He told them their future inmost thoughts —4:23 
•	 “Physician, heal thyself,” like our “Charity begins at  home.” 

“You have done something at Capernaum, now do something 
here!!” 

-3.	 How it was for them—4:24–27 
•	 Since there is no honor for a prophet in his own country, they 

were left out, just as ancient Israel was. God turned to the widow 
of Sidon (Elijah –I Kings 17:9–16) and Naaman, the Syrian leper 
(Elisha –II Kings 5:1–14). Neither of those were Israelites. 

-4.	 Their anger —4:28–30 
•	 They were filled with wrath at His sayings. —4:28 
•	 One of their efforts was to kill Him. —4:29–30 
•	 They fulfilled his words concerning them. He would be rejected, 

as it says in another place in the book of Isaiah. 
-	 See Isaiah 53:3 
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(2)	 Ministry in the City of Capernaum and Vicinity 	 	
	 	 	 	 	     —4:31 – 6:11

1.	 In the synagogue (and city) of Capernaum         —4:31–41
•	 He taught there for a while, “…on the sabbath days.” –4:31 
•	 Matt. 4:13 tells that He made His home Capernaum  at this 

time.  
-	 Some infer from Matt. 4:23 that this city became His center of outreach 

into all Galilee. 
•	 Two things about Him which impressed them at this time:

(1)	 His authority in doctrine (teaching) 		  —4:32
•	 “… for His Word was with power.” 	
•	 This “power” is authority power. 

(2)	 His Authority over unclean spirits 		  —4:36 
•	 “What a Word is this! For with authority and power He commandeth 

the unclean spirits, and they come out.” 
-	 See Mark 1:27. 	

•	 Outwardly, His reception at Capernaum (“city of Nahum”) was 
different from that at Nazareth, His home town. But, notice the 
result as seen in Luke 10:13–15 and Matt. 11:23. 

2.	 The man possessed of a devil 	 —4:33–37
•	 See Mark 1:23–28. 
•	 Skeptics say that demon possession is only a form of madness, or 

a “mental health problem,” and nothing more. This idea cannot 
be reconciled to the facts presented here. 

•	 Notice what can be seen about demons in 4:33–36, 41: 
(1) They recognized Him. 			   —4:34 

•	 They knew who He is, and confessed Him to be “the Holy One of 
God.” 

(2)	 They knew He could destroy them. 		  —4:34 
(3)	 Jesus had power over them. 

•	 He could rebuke, and He could cast them out. 
(4) We may distinguish between the demon and the one whom 

they inhabit and control. 
(5) Christ has far greater power and authority than demons. 

•	 No Christian need fear them. 
(6) He would not allow them to confess Him. 	 —4:41 

•	 The result was fame. —4:37 

3.	 Simon’s wife’s mother 	—4:38–39 
(1)	 Simon (Peter) was married.	 —4:38a 

•	 See I Cor. 9:5, to show further that Peter (or Cephas, as he was called) 
was married. 

(2)	 She had a great fever. 	 —4:38b
(3)	 Jesus rebuked the fever. 	 —4:39 

•	 She was healed instantly, and the proof of that is that she immediately 
arose and ministered to them. 



“Salting the Oats”

©
 P

io
ne

er
 E

du
ca

tio
na

l R
es

ou
rc

es
12

01
7 

Ar
ag

on
 A

ve
, S

t. 
Lo

ui
s,

 M
O

 6
31

38

221
6/15/10

Raising Godly GenerationsLuke

4.	 His miracles after sunset 	 —4:40–41 
(1)	 At the end of the Sabbath 	 —4:40a 

•	 The Jewish Sabbath ended at sunset. The people waited until the 
Sabbath was over and then brought their sick for healing. 

(2)	 Diverse diseases 	 —4:40b 
(3)	 Also devils came out of many 	 —4:41 

•	 They confessed who He was. 
-	 See James 2:19 

•	 Rebuking them, He did not allow them to speak. 
-	 They knew He was Christ. He does not need or want the confessions 

of devils. 

5. He set forth on His mission  	 —4:42–44 
(1)	 He departed to a desert place. 	 —4:42a 

•	 It was day by then. 

(2)	 The people tried to restrain Him from going. 	 —4:42b 
•	 They sought Him, and “stayed” Him. 

-	 “stayed,” that is, they detained Him.  

(3)	 He told them of His mission 	 —4:43 
•	 He had been sent to preach the kingdom of God to other cities also. 

(4)	 He continued His Galilean ministry 	 —4:44 

•	 Luke 5: 

•	 The overview of Luke 5 should be considered in light of the fact 
that Luke was not one of the disciples, but was a companion of Paul. 
Luke was “the beloved physician.” His theme is declared in  Luke 
1:1–4. 
-	 It was a very eventful morning. 

1.	 Teaching from Peter’s ship 	 —5:1–3 
•	 This took place on the Sea of Galilee. 

(1)	 Problem: Throngs of people. 	 —5:1 
•	 They wanted to hear the Word of God. 

(2)	 Provision: Two ships 	 —5:2 
•	 They were standing by the lake. 
•	 The fishermen were out of the ships washing their nets. 

(3)	 He entered Simon’s ship 	 —5:3a 
•	 This is not the first time these men encountered the Lord. He had 

healed Simon’s mother-in-law a bit earlier. 
•	 He asked for the ship to be thrust out a little from the land. 

-	 This would create perfect acoustics so He could be heard. 

(4)	 He sat and taught the people from the ship. 	 —5:3b 
•	 These fishermen became His disciples. 

2. The great catch of fishes 	 —5:4–7 
(1)	 He asked that Simon “launch out.” 	 —5:4 

•	 Jesus finished speaking, then He asked Simon to “launch out into the 
deep.” 

•	 He said “let down your nets for a draught,” meaning, for a catch. 

Luke 5:1–11, 27–29 — How does Jesus’ call of these 
disciples relate to His working in our lives? 
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(2)	 Simon’s objection and obedience 	 —5:5 
•	 They had toiled all night alone and had caught nothing. Night was 

the best time to fish, since the fish were near the surface feeding. 
•	 Notice: Peter’s obedience to the Lord in the sphere in which he was 

expert, and against his own judgment (v. 5). 

(3)	 The result of Peter’s obedience: A great catch. 	 —5:6–7 

A Church can toil through dark times with no “catch” (of souls) 
until Christ comes on the scene. We must have a visitation 
of Christ if we are to see fruit. 

3.	 Peter’s (Simon’s) confession and the call of Simon, James and 
John 					                 —5:8–11
•	 The Call of these three men was in three phases: 

(1)	 The call of the three Apostles 	 —5:8–10 
-1.	 John 1:35–42 

•	 Peter’s brother Andrew was a disciple of John the Baptist. Andrew 
brought Peter to Jesus. This should probably be considered an 
encounter rather than a call. 

-2.	 Matt. 4:18–22 
•	 Again walking by the sea shore, Jesus saw Andrew and Peter 

and called them to follow Him and be fishers of men. 
•	 He then found and called James and John from their nets. 

-3.	 Here in Luke 
•	 In this miraculous catch of fish they were confronted with His 

omniscience, power, and purity. 
•	 See John 21:6–11, where they went back to fishing and were 

again called by Jesus. 

(2)	 They forsook all and followed Him. 	 —5:11 
•	Notice: Simon’s astonishment at the Lord’s holy power (5:8). He 

sees that he is not fit to be in the Lord’s presence. 
Compare Isaiah 6:5 with this. In both cases there was the call which 
followed the confession of sinfulness. 

4. 	 He healed the Leper 			              —5:12–15 
(1)	 The petition of the leper and the healing 	 —5:12–13  

•	 Sometimes men doubt Christ’s power to save, and sometimes they 
doubt His willingness. The Leper doubted His willingness — ”if thou 
wilt” —5:12 
-	 Christ’s response: “I will” 

•	 He was an outcast by the Law. Would Jesus treat him as such? 
-	 As a type of sin, leprosy is (1) loathsome, (2) spreading, and (3) 
incurable. Although, the symptoms given in Lev. 13 — 14 are not 
those of the disease known today as leprosy, or “Hansen’s disease.” 
The leprosy of the Bible was much worse. 

•	 How did Christ heal him? He touched him (v. 13). No one could touch 
a leper! He had been isolated. Christ touched him! 

(2)	 Jesus sent him to the Priest. 	 —5:14 
•	 Two reasons: 

-1.	 Because of the Law of Moses  
-2.	 For a testimony 

•	 Imagine the reaction of the Priest when this leper came for cleansing? 
The Law of Moses had a provision for the cleansing of lepers ( Lev. 
14:1–32). But leprosy was incurable, only God could cure it. A Gentile, 

Luke 5:12–16 — Why did Jesus charge the healed 
leper to tell no one but the priests?
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Naaman, had been cured, but there is no record anywhere in Scripture, 
after Miriam, up to the time of Christ, and this event, of any Jewish 
man who ever came to the Priest for cleansing. Was the provision 
for cleansing in Lev. 14 given expressly for this man? Sin is also 
incurable. Only Christ can take care of sin. 

•	 Also see Matt. 8:2–4; Mark 1:44–45. 

(3)	 The healing, the charge, and the resulting fame 	 —5:15 
•	 He charged the man to tell no man. 
•	 Yet there was much fame and crowd pressure. 
•	 See Mark 1:40–45, and especially 1:45, “Jesus could no more openly 

enter into the city, but was without in desert places: and they came to 
Him from every quarter.” Limited by fame! So it can be today. 

•	 Great revivals have often been quenched when the news media cre-
ated too much publicity. The crowds changed from earnest seekers 
to curious spectators. 

5.	 Praying in the wilderness 			     —5:16 
(He had withdrawn.)

•	 Luke spoke much of Christ’s prayer life. See various instances in 
Luke 3:21; 6:12; 9:18, 28–29; 10:21; 11:1. 

•	 Examples of His praying: 
-	 His agony in the garden before the crucifixion —22:39–46, 
-	 He prayed the Father to forgive them from the cross —23:34  
-	 He commended His spirit into the hands of the Father. —23:46 

6.	 Healing in the presence of the “theologians”      —5:17–26 
(1)	 He was teaching 	 —5:17a 
(2)	Power of the Lord present to heal 	 —5:17b 

-	 There was healing in the presence of the Pharisees and doctors of 
the Law which had come out of every town of Galilee, Judæa, and 
Jerusalem. 

-	 Note: “And the power of the Lord was present to heal them.” To heal 
whom? See 5:18–26. 

(3)	The palsied man	 —5:18–26 
-	 His forgiveness and healing. 
-	 This event is recorded in Matt. 9:2–8 and Mark 2:1–12. Mark gives 

the longest account, though his is the shortest of the Gospels. 
-	 Five things which are interesting about this event:  

-1.	 The four men who bore him were determined. —5:19 
•	 They let the man down through the roof. 

-2.	 THEIR  faith was significant.  —5:20 
•	 When Jesus saw THEIR faith. That must refer to the faith of 

all of them, the man and those who brought him. 
•	 He said, “Man, thy sins are forgiven thee” —5:20. 
•	 Note, He placed the spiritual need first. 

-3.	 The reasonings of the Scribes and Pharisees: 
•	 They had witnessed that healing. There could be no argument. 

Yet, there are questions, for, first, the Lord forgave the man’s 
sin. To forgive sin was to claim to be God.

•	 ”Who is this which speaketh blasphemies?” —5:21
•	 The leaders began to reason: 

-	 Did they reason aloud or to themselves — maybe among 
themselves. —5:21

-	 Who can forgive sins, but God alone?” —5:21 

Luke 5:17–39 — In these verses notice Jesus’ 
confrontation with the Pharisees and religious 
leaders of His day. How do these attitudes relate 
to us today? 
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•	 Notice His omniscience —5:22

•	 Notice, “Whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven 
thee; or to say, Rise up and walk? –5:23. 
-	 They could perform neither act, while He could do both!

•	 And, “But that ye may know that the Son of man hath 
power upon earth to forgive sins, (He said unto the sick of 
the palsy,) I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy couch, 
and go into thine house” –5:24.
-	 See Acts 2:22 and John 10:31–39 (espec. vv. 37–38). 

-4.	 The bed which bore the palsied man was so very soon 
borne by him —5:25.

-5.	 They glorified God, and were filled with fear! —5:26.

8.	 The Call of Matthew (Levi) 		             —5:27–35 
•	 For parallel references, see Matt. 9:9 and Mark 2:14–15. 

(1) A publican (tax collector) 		  —5:27–28 
•	 He was sitting at the seat of custom. —5:27a 
•	 Jesus called him to follow Him. —5:27b 
•	 Levi obeyed immediately —5:28 

(2) The feast at Matthew’s (Levi’s) house 	 —5:29–32 
•	 Notice who the guests were —5:29 

-1.	 The criticism of Jesus: Three “whys”  
[1.	 Why do ye eat and drink with Publicans and sinners? 

—5:30 
-	 Matt. 9:10–13 
-	 He is speaking of His association 
-	 See Like 7:34; 15:1–2 

[2.	 The next “why” (below) concerning fasting. 
[3.	 The third “why” is in chapter 6. 

-2.	 His answer to their criticism 
•	 His answer: Redemptive purpose —5:31–32 

-	 Do we associate with the unsaved for the purpose of bringing 
them to Christ. Or do we so associate with them that we dilute 
our message and damage our testimony? There are two primary 
abuses with respect to associating: 
(1) We “cloister” as the Pharisees did, associating with none but 
those who agree with us and who share our scruples. Or —
(2) We carelessly associate with everyone, and by doing this we 
compromise our lives and testimonies, as well as our message. 
We go where they go, and we do what they do. 

-	 Certainly, there is nothing wrong with “redemptive” friend-
ships. However, these must be in accordance with God’s will 
and His Word, and we must be very sure that our witness is 
positive for the glory of Christ.

(3)	Question #2 concerns the disciples 	 —5:33–35 
•	 “Why do the disciples of John fast often, and make prayers, 

and likewise the disciples of the Pharisees; but thine eat and 
drink?” —5:33 
-	 For parallel references, see Matt. 9:14–15 and Mark 2:18–20. 
-	 This has to do with self-denial. 
-	 His answer to the Scribes and Pharisees:  That was to be a time 

of joy and rejoicing, because He was present. —5:34–35 
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Do we judge devotion to God by what a person denies himself? God 
explains His way of fasting in Isaiah 58:3–7. See Matt. 6:16–18. 

Do our forms and rituals rule our lives in such a 
way as to make us ineffectual insofar as the real 
purpose for life is concerned? Read Luke 13:15, 
and see my note on it. Which is more important to 
God, an ox, or a human? 

7.	 The difference between the New and the Old      —5:36–39
•	 Continuing His answer to the second Why (above): 

-	 Jesus was not pouring new “things” into old forms, but He  was 
instituting something entirely new! 

•	 This called for the parable of 5:36–39. 
(1) Is it a supplement or an addition to the old? 

•	 “No man putteth a piece of a new garment upon an old” 
—5:36 
-	 Not a patch, but a new garment. This was in the days before 

“sanforization.” The garment had shrunk, but the patch had not, 
so the rent became worse. 

•	 He gives an entirely new garment, it is not the Mosaic Law 
with grace added, but GRACE!

(2) What kind of containers would hold the new? 5:37–38
•	 The bottle was a wineskin, that is what they used. The old 

was weak and flimsy, because it had already stretched to its 
limit, and it would not hold the new wine. The new wine 
represents grace and joy in Christ. 

(3) What would be the reaction of those who are accustomed to 
the old on hearing the new?
•	 On hearing the new message, men who have taken of the 

old say that the old is better. They do not desire the new. 
This took place in His time. 
-	 “The prejudiced person will not even try the new, or admit that it 

has any merits. He knows that the old is pleasant and it suits him; 
and that is enough; he is not going to change.” (Plummer) 

•	 Though ”wine” is in italics, thus not in the Greek, wine is 
certainly meant (see Matt. 9:17). 

Note: This in no way commends the drinking of intoxi-
cating wine. The “new” (unfermented) wine is actually 
better for one’s health and conduct. The half-intoxicated 
man will not prefer the new wine. We must remember 
the prohibition of Proverbs 23:29–35. Fermented wine 
is ruled out. 

•	 The third “Why” is later, in chapter 6: 
3. 	“Why do ye that which is not lawful to do on the sabbath days?” 

—6:2
•	 Religious observance 
•	 See also Luke 14:1–6 
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•	 Luke 6: 

1.	 Questions concerning the picking and eating of grain by the 
disciples on the sabbath 			   —6:1–5
•	 We saw that there are 3 “whys” in 5:27 — 6:10. 

These dealt with:
(1) Association —5:30 
(2) Self-denial —5:33 

—	 And now the third “Why”: 
(3)	 “Why do ye that which is not lawful to do on the sabbath 

days?” —6:2 
•	 Having to do with religious observance

-	 See also Luke 14:1–6 —They ate with Jesus on the Sabbath. They 
criticized Him for healing a man on that day.  

•	 David used for an illustration —6:3–4 
-	 Cf. I Sam. 21:1–6. It was when David was fleeing Saul after Jonathan 

warned him. 

•	 Of interest: 
(1) Christ was in the line of David. 
(2) David was the rejected king —Christ too was the rejected 

King. 
(3) Christ was Lord of the Sabbath —6:5 

•	 He had previously forgiven sins, now He is Lord of the 
Sabbath. They should catch on soon, but they won’t. 

•	 The shewbread was for the priests —Lev. 24:5–9 (v. 
9)  

•	 Mercy: Matthew added (12:7) “But if ye had known what 
this meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice, ye 
would not have condemned the guiltless.” [And they 
were condemning the disciples.] See Matt. 9:13 (and 
the context, 9:10–13). This is a quote from Hosea 
6:6, “For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice; and the 
knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.” Also 
see Micah 6:6–8. 

•	 David’s lie caused the death of a number of the priests 
—I Sam. 22:9–18 

2.	 Healing the man with the withered hand 	             —6:6–11
•	 Read Matt. 12:9–13 which covers this same event, but again, with a slightly 

different emphasis, which would be seen, of course, in the context. 
(1) They watched Him 				   —6:7 

•	 They knew that He could heal the man, because He is God. 
•	 They knew that He would heal the man, because He is merciful. 

(2) Their purpose:  				    —6:7 
•	 To “find an accusation against Him.”

(3) His Omniscience —He knew their thoughts. 	 —6:8
(4) His question 				    —6:9

•	 “Is it lawful”? “to do good” — “to save life” ???
•	 “to do evil” — “to destroy” life [See Matt. 12:11–12]. 
•	 In Lk. 13:15 we see that the ruler of the Synagogue would water his 

ox on the sabbath, but he condemned the Lord for healing. Their 
values were perverted. Which one is most important to God, an 
ox, or a human being?

Luke 6:1–11 — Here we see another confrontation 
of Jesus with the Pharisees and religious lead-
ers. What is the focus of this confrontation and 
how does it relate to us today?
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(5) He healed the man — despite the accusation that He knew 
would come.

(6) They communed 				    —6:11. 
•	 See Matt. 12:14–ff. 
•	 Mercy is again the emphasis of His answer. 

(3)	 Appointment of the Apostles and Sermon on the 
Plain	 	 	 	          —6:12–49

1.	 He prayed all night 	 —6:12
•	 See Luke 5:16, where Jesus withdrew Himself into the wilderness 

and prayed. 
-	 We pointed to Luke 3:21; 9:18, 28–29; 10:21; 11:1, and also to 22:39–46; 

23:34; and 23:46. 
•	 Luke also teaches much about prayer in later passages: Later we 

shall look at Luke 11:1–13 and 18:1–14.
•	 This night of prayer was in preparation for the next stage of his 

ministry. 

2.	 He selected the twelve Apostles 	 —6:13–16
•	 He chose, of His disciples, twelve whom “also He named apostles” 

—6:13
- A disciple is a follower and a learner, while an Apostle is a sent-one (He 

sent them forth —Matt. 10:5)
- God’s men are always chosen, there are often candidates, but God chooses 

whom He will and when He will.
•	 The twelve Apostles were:	 —By others

	 —By Luke	 Matt	 Mark
(1)	 Simon (whom He also named Peter)  	  #1 	  #1
(2)	 Andrew	 #2	   #4
(3)	 James (Son of Zebedee)	 #3	   #2
(4)	 John (Brother of James)	 #4	   #3
		  —These two: “Sons of thunder”
(5)	 Philip	 #5	   #5
(6)	 Bartholomew (Nathanael??)	 #6	   #6
(7)	 Matthew (the Publican)	 #8	   #7
(8)	 Thomas	 #7	   #8
(9)	 James (Son of Alphaeus)	 #9	   #9

(10)	 Simon (called Zealotes, a Caananite)	 #11	 #11
(11) Judas (Bro. of James –Lebbaeus,				  

or Thaddaeus)	 #10	 #10
(12) Judas Iscariot (The Betrayer)	 #12	 #12

3.	 He healed multitudes on the plain 	 —6:17–19 
•	 Luke, the beloved physician (Col. 4:14) records these many heal-

ings. Folks came to the Great Physician, and He healed them. 
(1) Location —”in the plain” —6:17 
(2) Who came? —Folks from Judæa and Jerusalem, and from the 

sea coast of Tyre and Sidon —6:17 
-	 They came to hear and to be healed of their diseases. 

(3) Some were vexed with unclean spirits and they were healed 

Luke 6:12–16 — What did Jesus do before choosing 
the twelve disciples and why?

Luke 6:17–19 — In these verses where is Jesus and 
what is He doing? 
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(4) The whole multitude sought to touch Him 
-	 There went virtue out of Him, and healed them all. 

4.	 He preached on the plain 		             —6:20–49
•	 This is the sermon on the plain. Matt. 5 – 7 is the sermon on the 

mount. 
•	 These blessings were proclaimed upon (spoken to) His disciples. 
He had just chosen them (6:12–16). 

(1)	 The blessed —6:20–23: 
-1.	 YE poor —“yours is the kingdom of God” 	 —6:20 

-	 Matt. 5:3 
-2.	 YE that hunger —“shall be filled” 	 —6:21a 

-	 Matt. 5:6  
-3.	 YE that weep now —“ye shall laugh” 	 —6:21b 

-	 Matt. 5:4  
-4.	 YE when men shall hate YOU 	 —6:22a 

-	 Matt. 5:11–12  
-5.	 … when they shall separate YOU from their company	

—6:22b 
-6.	 … when they shall reproach YOU 	 —6:22c–23 

•	 “Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: for, behold, your reward 
is great in heaven: for in the like manner did their fathers unto 
the prophets” —6:23. 
-	 Compare I Pet. 2:19. 

•	 These blessings were particularly addressed to His Disciples as mes-
sengers in the same position as the prophets of the Old Testament. 

(2)	 The woes upon —6:24–26:
•	 Still addressed to His Disciples? (To future disciples?) 

-1.	 YOU that are rich —“for ye have received your consolation” 
—6:24 
-	 For a parallel thought, see Matt. 6:2, 5. “They have their re-

ward.” 
-	 He should be able to preach plainly James 5:1–3.	
-	 See I Tim. 6:6–11. 

-2.	 YOU that are full —”ye shall hunger” —6:25a 

-3.	 YOU that laugh now — “ye shall mourn and weep” 
—6:25b 

-4.	 When all men shall speak well of YOU —”for so did their 
fathers to the false prophets” —6:26 
-	 See II Tim. 3:12 “Yea and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus 

shall suffer persecution.”

•	 II Tim. 2:12.
BLESSED	 WOE
6:20 POOR	 6:24 Rich
	 the kingdom		  have consolation 
6:21 HUNGRY	 6:25 FULL
	 be filled		  be hungry
6:21 WEEP	 6:25 LAUGH
	 will laugh		  will mourn and weep
6:22–23 HATED	 6:26 ACCLAIMED

Luke 6:20–49 — In His "Sermon on the Plain" Jesus 
is giving instruction in moral conduct. What is 
His emphasis in this instruction? 
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	 great reward		  done to false prophets 

(3)	 Basic principles: 
-1.	 Love your enemies —6:27a 

-	 Do good —Ps. 25:21–22; Rom. 12:20–21 

-2.	 “… as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to 
them likewise” —6:31. 
-	 Golden Rule —Matt. 7:12 

(4)	 Living in love and mercy —6:27–37: 
-1)	 Love your enemies —6:27a 

-	 See 6:32. 

-2)	 Do good to them which hate you —6:27b 
-	 See 6:33.

-3)	 Bless them that curse you —6:28a 
-4)	 Pray for them which despitefully use you —6:28b 

-	 Acts 7:60 

-5)	 Offer the other cheek —6:29a 
-	 Matt. 5:39 

-6)	 Give your coat also —6:29b 
-	 Matt. 5:40 

-7)	 Give, not expecting it back —6:30 
-	 See 6:34 and Matt. 5:42 

-8) The “Golden Rule” —6:31 
-	 See Matt. 7:12 

-9) Not living in love and vercy makes us no better than  sin-
ners —6:32-34

(5)	 THE SUMMARY —6:35–49: 
-1.	 Your reward shall be great —6:35 
-2.	 Ye shall be the children of the Highest —6:35	

-	 “for He is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil” —You will 
be like your Father. 

-	 It does not mean that we must do these things to be His children, 
but it shows how to be like our Heavenly Father. 

-3.	 “Be ye therefore merciful as your Father also is merciful” 
—6:36 

-4.	 Judge not —6:37a 
-	 Gr. krino —to judge, decide —Has to do with distinguishing. 

Note Matt. 7:1–2. 

-5.	 Condemn not —6:37b 
-	 Gr. katadikazete —”justice against” —Has to do with passing 

(pronouncing) judgment. 

-6.	 Forgive —6:37c 
-7.	 Give —6:38 
-8.	 His parable —6:39 

-	 Can the blind lead the blind? 

-9.	 Spiritual pride and judgment —6:40–42 
-10.	 Fruit —6:43–45 

-	 The source of the fruit (the heart) and its condition determines 
the kind of fruit there will be. 
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-11.	 Obedience —6:46–47 
-12.	 The Foundation for the house —6:46–49 

-	 When the “house” of our life is tested, that which will determine 
whether or not it stands will be its foundation. See I Cor. 3:11. 

(3)	 Christ’s Ministry — One of Grace and Mercy 	 	
	 	 	 	 	         —7:1 – 8:3 

•	 Luke 7: 

1.	 Healing of the Centurion’s Servant 	 —7:1–10
•	 Notice the nature of the Centurion’s faith: 

(1)	 At Capernaum 	 —7:1 

(2)	 A Centurion sent the Jewish elders for Jesus 	 —7:2–5 

(3)	 Jesus went with the Centurion’s servants. 	 —7:6a 

(4)	 The Centurion sent again. 	 —7:6b–8 
-	 He considered himself unworthy to come himself. —7:7a  
-	 “… say in a word” (7:7) 

Cf. Ps. 119:25, “according to Thy Word.” Faith is a conviction based 
on adequate evidence. What the Centurion knew about Jesus caused 
him to believe, and thus, believing, to ask this of the Savior. Faith is 
not blind or unreasoning. It is not mere credulity. Faith is rational, 
and it is a confidence based upon sound evidence. 

(5)	 Jesus marveled at his faith. 	 —7:9–10 
-	 See Romans 10:17
-	 Hebrews 11:1–3, 6 
-	 The Centurion had said to Jesus, “For I also am a man set under 

authority” (7:8).                
As a captain over 100 men (the backbone of the Roman legions), he 
was under the authority of and under the requirement of obedience 
to Cæsar. As Cæsar’s captain, he also possessed the authority of his 
Emperor in commanding his soldiers.

Jesus Christ, as “Captain of our salvation” (Heb. 2:10), is 
under the authority of the Father (John 4:34; 5:30, 37; 6:38; 
7:16–17; 8:28–29), and with and in that same authority He 
commanded demons, diseases and death. Jesus was of 
authority and under authority. 
Here a Gentile captain recognized that which the nation 
of Israel would not. They would avail themselves of His 
healing, but they would not recognize the Lordship of His 
Person. The captain of the Roman army recognized that 
very thing. Also, this man confessed his own sinfulness as 
well as the power of the Lord.  

•	 Faith — In Luke 7, compare verses 9 and 50. 

2.	 Raising the widow’s son at Nain 	            —7:11–17 
•	 Picture the two processions meeting at the city of Nain. 

(1)	 He went to Nain. 	 —7:11 
•	 Accompanied by many of His disciples, and much people.

-	 He was the healer. 
-	 His disciples, the followers, learners (spoken to in 6:17–49). 

Luke 7:1–10 — What factors of this centurion’s 
faith make it a great faith?

Luke 7:11–17 — How does the raising of the widow’s 
son at Nain demonstrate what happens when 
Christ comes into our life?
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•	 Many of those people were seekers; for healing, etc. — along with 
those who were merely curious. 

—	On the other hand: 

(2)	 The procession meeting Him 	 —7:12 
•	 The dead man and those who bore him, his mother, and much 

people of the city. 
-	 The dead man —beyond human help, dead. 

—	Only Christ could give him life, or restore him to life. 
-	 The bereaved mother —Christ showed her compassion (v. 13). 
-	 The people —7:16 

—	A fear came upon all—of both groups, no doubt. 

(3)	 The raising of the dead man 	 —7:13–15 
•	 He had compassion on the mother. —7:13 

-	 He comforted her: “Weep not.” 
•	 He raised the man —7:14–15 

-	 He touched the bier, and the bearers stopped. —7:14a 
-	 He spoke to the dead man: 

—	He commanded him to rise. —7:14b 
—	Cf. Acts 3:15, He is “the Prince of life.” 

-	 The man sat up and spoke. —7:15 

(4)	 The resultant awe 	 —7:16 
•	 A fear came upon all. 

-	 This is more of a reverential fear than a dread or terror. 
•	 They glorified God for the healing. 

-	 They considered Him to be a great prophet who had risen up among 
them, and that God was visiting His people. 

-	 Contrast this with the view of the Centurion in 7:8. He recognized 
the greatness of the Savior, but they did not. 

(5)	 The rumors (publicity) 	 —7:17 
•	 The rumor (Gr. lógos, a “word”). 

-	 It spread through Judæa and in the region roundabout. 

3.	 John the Baptist questions 		             —7:18–23 
(1)	 John’s desire for assurance 	 —7:18–20 

•	 This was maybe caused by his discouragement over his imprison-
ment.  
-	 “John is in prison, the King is rejected, and John’s faith wavered.” 

—New Scofield Reference Bible 
—	I don’t consider this idea to be tenable. 

•	 Another improbable suggestion: Maybe John had not rightly interpreted 
his own message. See 3:3–9, 16–17. 
-	 John had predicted judgment. 
-	 See I Peter 1:10–12. 

•	 Perhaps  John was looking for Christ to establish His Kingdom right 
now! Cf. Acts 1:6. 

•	 See my notes on Matt. 11:2–3. 

(2)	 Christ’s encouragement to John 	 —7:21–23. 
•	 He demonstrated His powers to John’s disciples. 
•	 Cf. Mt. 11:4–6. Also notice Isa. 8:14–15; 61:1. 
•	 First, Christ healed some people —7:21. 

Luke 7:18–23 — How does John’s concern warn 
us about possible bitterness against God in our 
own lives?
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4.	 Jesus’ commendation of John the Baptist            —7:24–29 
(1)	 The character of John the Baptist 	 —7:24–28a 

-1.	Unshakable —7:24  
•	 The reeds and marshes bend with the wind. Whether the wind 

was adversity or doctrine, John did not bend or shake.
-	 James 1:6 — Wavering faith
-	 Eph. 4:14 — Not tossed to and fro 

-2.	Rugged —7:25 
•	 A rugged man who could endure hardship, not “gorgeously ap-

pareled in soft raiment” in a king’s court, but a common man  
•	 He was the King’s herald. 

-3.	Much more than a prophet —7:26 
•	 To the Hebrews a prophet was the highest type of leader (e.g., 

Moses). 
•	 But John was “much more than a prophet.” —Why?— 

-4.	The messenger —7:27 
•	 The prophesied forerunner of the Messiah. 
•	 None of the earlier prophets had held that great privilege. See 

Mal. 3:1. 

-5.	The greatest prophet —7:28a  
—	But —
(2)	 He then made a contrast. 	 —7:28b 

•	 “… but he that is least in the kingdom of God is greater than 
he” (7:28b). 
-	 See Luke 10:23–24. 
-	 Also, see II Cor. 3:7–11; and 5:18–20. 

John had the honor of proclaiming His coming, we have 
the honor of proclaiming that He has come and finished 
His salvation. John was a prophet, we are citizens, sons, 
and ambassadors. 

5.	 Jesus appraisal of His generation 	            —7:30–35 
(1)	 Jesus made a comparison: 

-1.	They were like children—spoiled ones at that —7:32
•	 We have piped —joy, dance 
•	 We have mourned —solemnity, sadness 

-2.	Their problem with John and Jesus —7:33–34  
•	 John came with fasting and solemnity. 
•	 Christ came with joy and feasting. 
•	 Their attitude: “Give me what I want!”

-	 This attitude exists today: entertain, tickle our ears.  

(2)	 Wisdom is shown by her fruits. —7:35 
•	 Thus, the fruits justify wisdom. 

-	 That is, wisdom exhibits it to be such as it ought to be. 
•	 Is it human wisdom or God’s wisdom? 

-	 Its fruits declare it. 
-	 The kind of wisdom one has is shown by its fruits. 

6.	 At the home of Simon the Pharisee	            —7:36–50 
•	 There a woman anointed His feet. 

Luke 7:24–29 — What is Jesus evaluation of 
John?

Luke 7:30–35 — How does Jesus’ evaluation of the 
Pharisees and lawyer’s response to John relate 
to us today? 
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(1)	 He was dining there. 	 —7:36 
•	 This is not the same event as the one recorded in Matt. 26:6–31; Mark 

14:3–9. 
-	 I tend to question whether the incident of John 12:1–8 is the same 

as the one recorded in Matt. 26 and Mark 14. 

(2)	 What the woman did 	 —7:37–38 
•	 She was a repentant sinner, thus, her tears. 

-	 Perhaps she had heard Jesus and repented earlier, or perhaps it was 
not until that day in Simon’s home. 

•	 Her sacrifice of ointment cost her a great deal. 
-	 Notice that it showed her love for Him. Continue to see why. 

(3)	 Simon’s judgmental attitude 	 —7:39 
•	 The Pharisees were quite self-righteous and judgmental. 
•	 He had no idea of the omniscience of Jesus. 

-	 Simon had not spoken audibly, but Jesus knew his thoughts. 

(4)	 Proof to Simon that Jesus was not ignorant 	 —7:40 
•	 He proved to Simon that it was not ignorance but mercy which gov-

erned in the case of the sinful woman —7:40 
-	 Jesus knew his thoughts, so He spoke the parable. That parable 

revealed to Simon that He did know his thoughts. 
-	 He also knew that she was a sinner. 

(5)	 Parable of the two debtors and gratitude 	 —7:41–43 
•	 He gave a parable and asked a question of Simon. 
•	 Simon did not realize how much he “owed” (how great a sinner he 

was). He did not even wash Jesus’ feet. 
•	 The woman realized how great a sinner she was, and she washed and 

anointed His feet. 

(6)	 Jesus commended the woman 	 —7:44–47 
•	 Simon, you did not extend to me the common courtesies of the day 

— SHE DID!  
•	 “Her sins, which are many, are forgiven. —7:47 

-	 In this statement there is evidence that something had already 
happened in that woman’s life.  

-	 Connecting back to Simon’s conclusion in 7:43, notice 7:47b.  

(7)	 Forgiveness and Salvation 	 —7:48–50 
•	 In 7:48, Jesus concluded by forgiving her sins. 
•	 In 7:50, He proclaimed that she was saved by faith. 

•	 Luke 8:

7.	 The ministry of women with their “substance” 	 —8:1–3
(1) His travels 			   —8:1 

•	 See Matt. 4:23 –They were traveling in Galilee.

(2) With him were certain women 	 —8:2–3 
•	 These had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities (See Matt. 

27:55–56) 
-	 One of them was Mary called Magdalene, 7 devils had been cast 

out of her. 
—	Mt. 27:56, 61; 28:1; Mark 15:40, 47; 16:9; John 19:25; 20:1, 

18. 
-	 Another was Joanna, wife of Chuza, Herod’s steward. 
-	 Another was Susanna. 
-	 There were many others. 

Luke 7:36–50 — This passage deals with our love of 
God compared to our sins being forgiven. 

Based on this are there different levels of sinful-
ness?  No. 

Based on this how is our ability to love God compared 
to our ability to comprehend God’s forgiveness 
of our sins? 

Luke 8:1–3 — What can we learn from the lives 
of those who ministered unto Jesus and His 
disciples?



“Salting the Oats”

©
 Pioneer Educational R

esources
12017 Aragon Ave, St. Louis, M

O
 63138

234
6/15/10

Raising Godly Generations Luke

•	 These women  ministered unto Him of their substance — their gratitude 
—Cf. 7:41–48 
-	 This is how He and the disciples were supported. 

(5)	 Kingdom Parables	   	            —8:4–21 

1.	 The Parable of the Sower 		              —8:4–18

•	 In Luke we saw a change in the locations of Christ’s teaching 
(8:4). We now see Him using the parable. 
-	 First, He was in the synagogues until the crowds forced Him 

outside. 
-	 Then, in Luke 6:17–19, He was in the plain preaching. 

(1)	 The Parable of the Sower 	 —8:4–8, 11–15 
•	 Four kinds of soil: 

-	  See Matt. 13:3–8, 18–23 

-1. “way side” – “trodden down, and the fowls of the air de-
voured it” (“way side” = beside the way or path)
•	 The fowls represent the devil who takes away the Word out of 

their hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. 

-2. “upon a rock” – “as soon as it was sprung up, it withered 
away, because it lacked moisture” —8:6, 12
•	 Matthew says, “upon stony places”  
•	 These receive the Word with joy, they “have no root, which for 

a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away” –8:13 
(Matthew: “And when the sun was up, they were scorched; 
and because they had no root, they withered away” –13:6. 
Also see Matt. 13:21.) 

-3. “among thorns” – “the thorns sprang up with it, and 
choked it”  
•	 “… are choked with cares and riches and pleasures of this life, 

and bring no fruit to perfection” –8:14 

-4. “on good ground” – “sprang up, and bare fruit an hun-
dredfold” 
(Matthew: “and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some 
sixty fold, some thirty fold” –13:8) 
•	 “… in an honest and good heart, having heard the Word, keep 

it, and bring forth fruit with patience” –8:15 
(Matt. 13:23, “he that heareth the Word, and understandeth 
it”) 

(2)	 Why He spoke to them in parables 	 —8:9–10 
•	 He explained that it was given to the disciples to understand 

the mysteries of the Kingdom. Thus, He spoke to them in 
parables. —Luke 8:10 
-	 See Matt. 13:11
-	 In Matt. 13:10–16 He refers to Isaiah 6:9–10. This is also seen 

in John 12:37–41; Acts 28:25–27 and Rom. 10:16; 11:8. THIS IS 
JUDICIAL BLINDNESS! 

-	 Also compare Luke 8:18 with Matt. 13:9, 12. What is it that he 
“hath”? A will to hear and obey! That’s what. See Matt. 11:15 
also. 

Luke 8:4–21 — How do these Parables and Jesus’ 
teaching about true brethren set forth the 
great need for us to properly respond to God’s 
Word?
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(3)	 The Light 				                 —8:16–17 
•	 To help us to understand the parable just given, as well as the state-

ment which follows in 8:18.

-1.	 The parable of the lighted candle  	 —8:16 
•	 Considering that the lighted candle represents the Word, which 

He has been speaking of earlier (that is, His message):
-	 Is its purpose to be hidden? 

-2.	 What is the purpose of a candle? 
•	 He will make known that which is hidden. —8:17

-	 It will be proclaimed! 
-	 Cf. Luke 12:2–3.  
-	 And see Matt. 10:26 and context (Mark 4:21–25).
[Matt. 5:14–16 speaks of the same thing. The light is the 
Word.]

(4) “Take heed … how ye hear” 			   —8:18
•	 Seen above, but more:

Take heed HOW ye hear” —cf. v. 15: “an honest and good heart, 
having heard the Word, keep it”
-	 “honest” —Originally carried the idea of honorable, being of such 

conduct as deserves esteem —honest with God and himself (Acts 
17:11).

- “good” —”that which, being good in its character is beneficial in 
its effect” (Vine)

- “keep it” = they hold it fast (cf. I Cor. 15:2, “keep in memory”) 

2.	 His family 				              —8:19–21 
•	 Matt. 12:46–50; Mark 3:31–35 

(1)	 His mother and his brethren —8:19; 
•	 Who were the brethren? —Matt. 13:55; 28:10; John 2:12; 

20:17 
-1.	 James —See Gal. 1:19; Acts 12:17 

•	 Following the death of the Disciple James (Acts 12:1)  Jesus’ 
brother James became leader of the Jerusalem Church (Acts 
15:13–21; 21:18) He was the writer of the Epistle of James. 

-2.	 Joses
-3.	 Simon
-4.	 Judas (The writer of the Epistle of Jude —see v. 1)

—	Plus sisters —Matt. 13:56

•	 They could not come to Him “for the press,” too many 
people. 
[As the “Press” (media) keeps people away today.]

(2)	 They stood outside, desiring to see Him —8:20
•	 His loved ones were now excluded. 

-	 He was about His heavenly Father’s business. 

•	 The brothers did not believe —John  7:3–10 (v. 5)
-	 But they did later —Matt. 28:10; Acts 1:14

•	 He did that which He asks His followers to do —Matt. 19:27–30 
(v. 29)

(3) Who are His mother and brethren? —8:21
•	 Those who “hear the Word of God and do it”

-	 Cf. 11:27–28 —The woman pronounced a blessing upon Jesus’ 
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mother. But again He affirms this same thing. 

•	 For most believers their brothers and sisters in Christ are 
much closer than their flesh and blood family members. There 
is a spiritual kinship.

(6)	 Four Great Miracles	      	          —8:22–56 

1.	 His power over the storm 		  —8:22–25
(1) His statement: “Let us go over unto the other side of the 

lake” 	 —8:22
•	 That was His purpose.

(2) The storm 	—8:23
•	 It was a trial (a test). 
•	 The storm indicates the fury of Satan in his opposition to the 

Son (Cf. Rev. 12:4). 
•	 What did the storm test?
It tested their faith:	 
1.	 Faith in Who He is	
2.	 Faith in what He said

(3)	Their concern, and His response 	 —8:24
•	 “Master, master, we perish.” —They were afraid they would 

be drowned, and afraid that He would be drowned. 
- 	Many Christians fear that the “boat” is going down, but it cannot 

go down, Christ is on board!
-	 He rebuked the storm and there was calm —He can rebuke the 

storms in our lives and make instant calm. He has power over the 
creation! 

(4) “Where is your faith?” 		  —8:25 
•	 He said, “Let us go over unto the other side of the lake.” 

- 	He did not say, “Let’s try to go over.” 
- 	That was His Word. Did they believe that? 

•	 They had seen His power over devils, diseases, and death. 
- 	What about the wind? 

2.	 His experiences at Gadara 		  —8:26–39
(1)	Power over the demons 		  —8:26–33 

•	 Matt. 8:28–34; Mark 5:1–17 

The country of the Gadarenes “over against” (across from) 
Galilee. The tribe of Gad inherited Gadara, they helped the 
other tribes to take the land, but they returned and settled 
to the east of Jordan. 

-1. The man’s condition 		  —8:27, 29
•	 Note: Matthew speaks of two men. Luke picks out one of 

them. The condition:
-	 He had devils a long time. —8:27 
-	 Wore no clothes —–Nudity, related to demon possession.
-	 He was not in his right mind. —8:27 
-	 He lived among the tombs. —8:27  

—	He lived out of doors among the tombs. The devil is always 
near to death! Demons instigate killing. 

Luke 8:22–56 — What do these four great miracles 
reveal to us about Jesus? How does this revela-
tion relate to our lives?
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-	 He broke his bands — they were strong. —8:29 
-	 He was driven by devils into the wilderness. —8:29  

–2. The man’s cry 			   —8:28 
•	 Notice his confession —He knew who Jesus is. 
•	 “I beseech thee, torment me not.” 

–3. Jesus’ conversation with the devil 	 —8:29–31 
•	 Their name, “Legion” 

-	 A legion was the largest unit of the Roman army, 3,000 to 
6,000 men. 

-	 This reveals that a huge number of demons possessed that man. 
There were about 2,000 pigs (Mark 5:13). 

•	 They did not want to go out into the “deep” 
-	 “deep” speaks of the “bottomless pit.” —Rev. 9:1; 20:1–3 
-	 The devils know their end! 

–4. Jesus cast them out 		  —8:29a, 32–33 
•	 The pigs were all drowned. 

-	 So much for the new “home” of the legion of devils! 
-	 The pigs would rather be dead than to be possessed by dev-

ils!! 

(2)	He was asked to depart from that place  —8:34–37 
•	 What had been done?!! —8:34 
•	 What a transformation! —8:35 

-	 He was sitting at the feet of Jesus 
—	First he began to learn. 

-	 He was clothed 
—	Social action? No, the man was naked because of his depravity 

and the influence of the demons.  
-	 He was in his right mind. 

—	What may we learn from this? —Heb. 7:25, “From the gut-
termost to the uttermost.” 

•	 They knew how the man had been healed —8:36 
-	 Yet, they asked the Lord to leave. The reason is that they would 

rather have pigs than Christ. The pig was an unclean animal. They 
were not to eat the meat of the pig (see Lev. 11:3–8). This event 
surely got some of them off pork for a while! 

•	 There was no place for Christ there. He will not force Himself 
upon people. But He left a shining example.  

(3) He instructed the man to witness 	 —8:38–39 
•	 Witness means to tell what we know. 

•	 He went, and he published. In Decapolis (Mark. 5:20). 

3.	 Two miracles				    —8:40–56 
•	 These were the raising of the daughter of Jairus and healing of the woman 

with the issue. 

(1) Asked to come heal the girl 		 —8:40–42a
• He returned to Capernaum where He was received gladly! 

—8:40
-	 Capernaum was “His own city” —Matt. 9:1
-	 This was upon His return from Gadara where he cast out “Legion.” 

—8:26–39 
—	Cf. Matt. 8:28–34 
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-	 They were all waiting for Him —See Mark 5:21, “much people 
gathered unto Him.” 

-	 Notice His fame: Luke 4:14, 37, 40, 42; 5:15; 6:17; 7:11, 17; 
8:4.

•	 Jairus, “a ruler of the Synagogue” —8:41 
-	 He was in charge of selecting who would read the Scriptures, who 

would pray, and who would preach in the services. 
-	 Remember Christ’s earlier experience in the Synagogue at Caper-

naum: Lk. 7:31–33, and probably 6:6–11 

•	 Jairus had only one daughter —8:42 
-	 She was about 12 years of age 
-	 She lay dying 

(2)	On the way, the healing of the women   —8:42b–48

The woman had the issue for 12 years. The girl was 12 
years of age (8:42). For the woman this was the end of 12 
years of darkness. For the girl, the end of 12 years of life. 
Jesus gave both of them new life.

•	 Notice Luke’s comment, “which had spent her living upon 
physicians, neither could be healed of any.” This is Luke the 
physician writing. 

• There were two kinds of touching the Lord:
-1.	 The throng —8:42b

•		  The pressing and jostling as they moved along the way. 
Just the common thing. There was no faith involved in it. 

-2.	 The touch of faith —8:44
•		  That garment was worn over His shoulders. So the 

border (a tassel) was between the shoulder blades. Thus, 
she would have touched Him there. 

•	 There are only a few people who will reach out to Jesus 
and touch Him in faith.  
-	 Her faith drew healing virtue from Him. —8:44, 46 

—	“virtue” = dunamis, or dynamic power 
-	 She thought her act was done in secret —8:45–46
-	 She trembled when she saw it was not hidden. —8:47 

—	What did she fear? He offers grace.
—	He comforted her. 

•	 “Thy faith hath made thee whole” —8:48 
-	 There was no encounter, no interview, or a session of ques-

tions before this touch. In what was her faith? 
-	 He let her know that it was no magic. 
-	 His omniscience is demonstrated here. She had to know that 

He is God. 

(3)	The raising of the girl 		  —8:49–56
•	 She was dead. 

-	 Hope for healing is gone —8:49
-	 He was “too late,” but Jesus had said that she would be made whole, 

so the procession continued on. —8:50 
-	 As long as the daughter lived there was a possibility she would be 

made well, but now faith could not be in that POSSIBILITY, for 
she was dead. 

• “Fear not, believe only, and she shall be made whole” —8:50. Now 
Jairus had something to believe, a word from the Healer. 
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•	 Who went into the house? Peter, James, and John, the father, 
and the mother. —8:51 
-	 Peter, James, and John 

—	See them at the Transfiguration (Luke 9:28; Matt. 17:1). 
—	They have a special place at Gethsemane (Matt. 26:37).  

•	 To the mourners He said: “Weep not; she is not dead; but 
sleepeth” — “sleepeth” = speaking of natural sleep. 
-	 They laughed Him to scorn. —8:53 

•	 He put them all out. —8:54 
-	 Why not have witnesses? 
-	 He did have some, for soon all would know. 
-	 We don’t know why for certain, but He likely did not want scoffing 

unbelievers in there.  

•	 He took her by the hand: “Maid arise.” —4:55–56 
-	 The spirit came again, indicating that she was dead.
-	 He commanded that she be given food. 

•	 Her parents charged to tell no one —8:56 
-	 Contrast this with 8:39 

This was the second raising of the dead. Others raised: 
-	 The widow’s son —7:11–16 
-	 Here 
-	 Lazarus —John 11:1–44 

•	 Luke 9: 

This chapter presents, Lessons on Dedication, Hardship and 
Suffering. 
-	 What He taught them about suffering: 

(1)	 They, His disciples, would be rejected —9:5 
(2)	 He announced His own rejection, suffering, death and resur-

rection —9:22 
(3)	 He told them about the cost of discipleship —9:23–26  

(7)	 Preaching Ministry of the Twelve 		 —9:1–9
—	His disciples sent forth —9:1–9 

•	 Matt. 10:1–42; Mark 6:–13  

1.	 Disciples commissioned 			   —9:1–6
•	 This marks a new direction in His ministry—now through His 

disciples going forth. 
(1)	 Commissioning His disciples 	 —9:1 

-1.	 He called his twelve disciples together 
-2.	 He gave them power and authority 

•	 Power (dynamic power, Gr., dúnamis) 
•	 Authority (exousía, “the power of rule (the power of him 

whose will and commands must be submitted to by other). 
•	 Power and authority over all devils 
•	 Power and authority to cure diseases. 

(2)	 Sending His disciples 	 —9:2 
-1.	 And he sent them to  do two things: 

Luke 9:1–9 — What stands out about the preaching 
ministry of the twelve? 
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•	 To preach the kingdom of God 
•	 To heal the sick. 

(3)	 Instructing His disciples 	 —9:3–5 
-1.	 He told them what to take with them. 

•	 Take nothing for your journey 
-	 not staves 
-	 nor scrip 
-	 neither bread 
-	 neither money 
-	 neither have two coats apiece 

-2.	 He told them where to stay. 
•	 They were to stay in whatever house they entered into. 
•	 Whoever would not receive them they were to shake off the 

very dust from their feet for a testimony against them. 

(4)	 The departure of His disciples 	 —9:6 
-1.	 They departed, and went through the towns 
-2.	 They went preaching the gospel, and healing every where. 

(5)	 Herod’s alarm 	 —9:7–9 
-1.	 Herod the tetrarch heard of all that was done by Jesus. 

•	 He thought that John had risen from the dead. 
•	 He heard from some who thought that Elias had appeared. 
•	 Others said that one of the old prophets was risen again.

-2.	 Herod’s conscience was bothering him. 
•	 He had beheaded John and wondered, “who is this, of whom I 

hear such things?” 
•	 He desired to see Jesus. 

2.	 Herod’s guilty conscience 			   —9:7–9

(8)	 The Feeding of More Than 5,000 	         —9:10–17
•	 Matt. 14:13–21; Mark. 6:32–44; John 6:5–13 

(1)	 The Apostles returned and reported to Him.	 —9:10a 
(2)	 He took them aside in a desert place. 	 —9:10b 

•	 It was near Bethsaida. 
(3)	 People followed Him. 	 —9:11 

•	 He received them. 
•	 He spoke to them of the kingdom of God. 
•	 He healed them. 

(4)	 Concern for food at the end of the day 	 —9:12–14 
•	 The twelve: Send the multitude away. —9:12 

-	 So they could go to places nearby to “lodge” and get food. 
•	 He told them to give food to the crowd. —9:13 

-	 All the twelve had was five loaves and two fishes. 
•	 The number of the people: “about five thousand men.”  

-	 He was about to do something great so He had the twelve make 
them sit down by fifties in a company. —9:14

(5)	 He fed the multitude. 	 —9:15–17 
-1.	 The disciples obeyed and made them all sit down. 
-2.	 He blessed the food. 

•	 He took the five loaves and the two fishes.
•	 Looking up to heaven, he blessed the food. 
•	 He then broke it, and gave it to the disciples to set before the 

Luke 9:10–17 — What stands out about Jesus in 
Luke’s account of the feeding of the 5,000? 
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multitude. 

Note: Only He can bless the food. We merely ASK Him 
to bless it when we pray before our meals. Only he can 
multiply the loaves and fishes. We cannot, so we ask 
Him to multiply our food, for He will. 

-3.	 They were all filled. 
•	 The more than 5,000 men were filled with so little. 
•	 There were leftovers: Of fragments that remained to them were 

twelve baskets. 

Note: Five loaves and two fishes to feed so many! And 
twelve baskets were left over. That meant one basket for 
each of the twelve disciples. 

(9)	 Peter’s Great Confession 	          —9:18–22 
•	 Matt. 16:13–20; Mark 8:27–30 

1.	 Jesus asked them a question 			   —9:18 
•	 He was praying alone. Though evidently, He alone was pray-

ing.
•	 His disciples were with Him, but evidently not praying. 
•	 He asked “Whom say the people that I am?” 

2.	 Their answer: 				    —9:19 
•	 What was the popular view of Christ? 

-	 Some (including Herod –9:7-8) thought He was John the Baptist. 
-	 Others said He was Elias
-	 Yet others said, that one of the old prophets is risen again. 

3.	 He then asked them a very personal question. 	 —9:20a 
•	 It was, “But whom say ye that I am?” 

4.	 Peter’s answer (confession) 			   —9:20b 
•	 Peter’s answer was, “The Christ of God.” 

-	 “Christ” means “anointed,” “Messiah” (Heb., mashiyach) means 
“anointed.” 

-	 So then, Peter was actually saying? “The Messiah of God.” 
-	 See Isa. 61:1 and compare Luke 4:18–19 and John 3:34. 

•	 From whence came Peter’s answer? —Matt. 16:16–17. 

5.	 His charge and His announcement to them          —9:21–22 
•	 His charge and command to tell no man. —9:21 

-	 To tell no man what? To tell no man that He is the Messiah. 
-	 Why? Because some things had to take place first — see next. 

•	 His announced suffering, death and resurrection —9:22 
•	 First, before men know Who He is: 

[See Matt. 16:21–23; Mark 8:31–33] 
-1.	 He “must suffer many things.” 
-2.	 He must “be rejected of the elders and chief priests and scribes.” 
-3.	 And He must “be slain.” See the following passages: 

•	 I Cor. 15:3 (this passage presents the Gospel), also see Rom. 5:6, 
8. 

•	 II Cor. 5:21 and Gal. 3:13. 
•	 I Pet. 2:24 

-4.	 He must “be raised the third day.” 
•	 See I Cor. 15:4. 

Luke 9:18–22 — How does Peter’s confession of 
Christ and Jesus’ response relate to us today?
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•	 The great subject of the early preachers was His resurrection. 
It is in nearly every message in the book of Acts. 

•	 Before He can be confessed, He must suffer, be crucified, and 
rise again from the grave on the third day. 
-	 See Peter’s message in Acts 2:22–32. Then, before He could be 

exalted at the right hand of the Father (Acts 2:33), he had to rise. 

(10)	 A Call for Sacrifice 	       	          —9:23–27
—	The cost of discipleship —9:23–26 

•	 Matt. 16:22–28; Mark 8:32–38 

•	 He has just mentioned His future suffering. —9:22 

1.	 The demands of discipleship 			   —9:23 
•	 To follow Him a man must: 

(1)	 “deny himself” 
-	 This is not self-denial, but is denying self. There is a difference. 
-	 Compare Matt. 16:24 and Mark 8:34. 

(2)	 “take up his cross daily”  
-	 This was spoken by Jesus before the Cross. 
-	 The cross is an instrument of death. He faced death, as he said (9:22). 

They too would face death continually. 
-	 Paul said, “I die daily.” (See I Cor. 15:30-32) 

(3)	 “follow” Him 

2.	 What denying oneself involves 		         —9:24–26 
(1)	 Our attitude toward our own life 	 —9:24 

-1.	 When we attempt to save our life we lose it. —9:24a 
-2.	 When we lose our life for His sake we shall save it.  —9:24b 

(2)	 Our attitude toward the world 	 —9:25 
•	 There is no advantage if a person gains the whole world and loses 

himself. —9:25 

(3)	 Our attitude toward Jesus and His Words 	 —9:26 
•	 If one is ashamed of Him and of His Words. —9:26 

-	 The Son of man shall be ashamed of him. 
-	 That will be “when he shall come in his own glory, and in his 

Father’s, and of the holy angels.” 

(4)	 The future glory of Christ and His disciples —9:27 
•	 He spoke of something which would take place in just a few days. 

-	 Some of those standing there would still be alive when they saw 
“the kingdom of God.” 

-	 They saw that Kingdom in His transfiguration which took place 
within just a few days. 

(11)	 The Transfiguration 	 	          —9:28–36 
—	His Transfiguration — 

•	 Matt. 17:1–8; Mark 9:2–8 

•	 This is a fulfillment of the promise of 9:27. 

1.	 The mountain of Transfiguration 		  —9:28 
•	 Which disciples accompanied him? 

-	 We see the select three disciples: Peter, John, and James. 
-	 See Luke 8:51 Matt. 26:37-39 Mark 14:33-36 

Luke 9:23–27 — How does Jesus’ call for sacrifice 
apply to us today?

Luke 9:28–36 — What stands out in Jesus’ transfigu-
ration and how does it apply to us today?
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2.	 The glory of His deity 				   —9:29 
•	 His human body veiled his glory. Here that glory shone through 

for a brief moment. 
-	 Cf. Heb. 10:20, the “vail,” and see Phil. 2:7. 

3.	 The appearance of Moses and Elias (Elijah)        —9:30–31 
(1)	 They represent the Law and the Prophets. 

•	 Moses represents Law. 
•	 Elijah represents the Prophets. 

(2)	 They talked about His “decease” 	 —9:31 
•	 Compare Luke 9:22 and Matt. 16:21–23. 

(3)	 Thus He again shows the only way to glory (9:27–28).  
•	 It was through His crucifixion. No suffering, no glory. 

(4)	 Peter’s misguided prattle 	      —9:32–33 
-1.	 The disciples had slept through it all. —9:32a 

•	 How could they have slept through such a wonder? 
•	 This indicates that His conversation with Moses and Elijah may 

have lasted for a while. Yet, how could they sleep through such 
a momentous discussion? 

-2.	 When they awakened they saw His glory. —9:32b 
-3.	 Peter’s impulsive comment —9:33 

•	 It was as Moses and Elijah left. 
•	 Peter: “Master, it is good for us to be here.” 
•	 He called for three tabernacles to be built. 

-	 One for each of the three: Moses, Elijah, and Christ. 
-	 This placed Christ on a par with Moses and Elijah. 

(5)	 The voice of God interrupted Peter 	 —9:34–35 
-1.	 They were overshadowed by a glorious cloud. —9:34a 

•	 They entered the cloud 
-2.	 They feared (were awed). —9:34b  
-3.	 The voice of the Father came from the cloud. —9:35 

•	 Notice the Father’s message: “This is my beloved Son: hear 
him.” 
-	 The emphasis was, “… hear HIM.” 
-	 I believe that this is the basic theme of the book of Hebrews. 

See Heb. 1:1-3, “… Hath in these last days spoken unto us 
by his Son,” he then presents the superiority of the Son as he 
goes through the Epistle. 

-	 The Divine approval upon Christ and His teaching is seen here: 
“Hear Him!” 

•	 Certainly, the Old Testament words of the Law and the Prophets 
are equally inspired along with the words of the New Testament. 
However, for us, there must be a special emphasis on the Words 
of Christ. 

•	 The voice from the cloud of glory rebuked Peter. 

(6)	 Following the cloud and the voice 	 —9:36 
-1.	 Jesus was found alone. 
-2.	 The disciples did not talk about what they had seen. 

•	 Notice Peter’s words about this experience which are recorded in 
II Peter. 1:16–18. But he went on to speak of “a more sure word of 
prophecy,” and that is the Scriptures (I Pet. 1:19-21). The experi-
ence of the Transfiguration and the Words spoken by the Father 
were awe inspiring. However, there is something which is much 
more sure, and that is the Bible. We must never give experience 
priority over the Words of the Bible. 
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•	 Five areas of failure by His disciples are seen in Luke  
9:37–56. 

(12)	 The Healing of the Boy Possessed of a Devil (de-
mon) 	 	 	 	          —9:37–42 

—	Spiritual powerlessness of the disciples —9:37–42 

1.	 Coming down from the mountain of glory        —9:37–39 
(1)	 They came down from the hill the next day. 	 —9:37a 

•	 They stayed on the mountain all night. 
(2)	 They were met by many people. 	 —9:37b 
(3)	 There was a possessed boy. 	 —9:38–39 

•	 The father of the boy cried out for his son. —9:38 
•	 He described the hopeless condition of his boy. —9:39 

2.	 The powerless disciples rebuked	          —9:40–41 
(1)	 He told Jesus he had turned to the disciples. 	 —9:40 

•	 They could not cast out the devil. 
-	 Jesus had just given them power and authority over devils and 

diseases (Luke 9:1).  
•	 Why were they powerless?  

-	 That power had a cost. See Matt. 17:19–21 and Mark 9:29. 
• They needed spiritual power. 

(2)	 Jesus rebuked the disciples. 	 —9:41 
•	 He called them “faithless” and “perverse.” 

-	 They had no faith. 
-	 They were perverse, meaning they had turned aside from the right 

path, they had corrupted. 
•	 They had been with Him a long time.  

-	 They had gained nothing, not faith, and not even the authority and 
power which He had given so freely (9:1). 

3.	 Jesus rebuked and cast out the devil 		  —9:42
(1)	 The last effort of the devil to destroy the boy 	 —9:42a 

•	 He threw the boy down and “tare” (to tear violently, to convulse 
completely) him. 

(2)	 Jesus rebuked the devil and healed the child. 	 —9:42b 
•	 The cost of spiritual power to cast out this devil: 

-	 Matthew 17:19–21 [by prayer and fasting] 
-	 Mark 9:28–29 [by prayer and fasting] 

(13)	 Renewed Prediction of His Death	         —9:43–45 

1.	 They were amazed at His mighty power		  —9:43 

2.	 They were blind concerning His death. 	          —9:44–45 
(1)	 He told them they must grasp this … 	 —9:44 

•	 What were they to grasp (let sink down into their ears)? 
-	 It was that He would be delivered into the hands of men. 

•	 Note, this all follows the demonstration of His power over the “unclean 
spirit” (9:42), and while they were still amazed, He made this state-
ment. How could the One who had such power over the evil spirits 
be held by the “hands of men”?  

(2)	 They did not understand 	 —9:45 
•	 The disciples needed spiritual understanding. 

-	 That truth was “hid from them.” Why? 

Luke 9:37–42 — How does the healing of the demon 
possessed boy apply to us today?

Luke 9:43–50 — Here Jesus again foretells His death. 
What further instruction does Jesus give in this 
context and how does it apply to us today? 
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•	 Did Peter know what he was saying in his confession (9:20)? 

(14)	 Misunderstandings of His Ministry         —9:46–50 

1.	 Pride — ambition 			   —9:46–48
•	 Ambition (pride) is seen.
•	 Their need: HUMILITY

2.	 Sectarianism 				    —9:49–50 
•	 Their attitude toward another who was casting out devils in Jesus’ 

Name! 
-	 That person did not follow with them. He was not a part of the group 

of disciples. 	
-	 Jesus responded, “… he that is not against us is for us.”

Notice: Mark 9:38–41. Mark 9:40 does not contradict the 
teaching of Matt. 12:30, it supplements and explains it. The 
man of John’s concern was doing miracles in Jesus’ Name. 
He was not opposing Jesus. [See Num. 11:24–29] 

4.	Christ’s Ministry in Judea     —9:51 — 19:27

(1)	 Journey Toward Jerusalem	       —9:51–62 

1.	 Vindictiveness of James and John 	         —9:51–56 
•	 Rejection by the Samaritans —9:51–53
•	 The spirit of vindictiveness —9:54–56

-	 Their desire that He command fire to come down on the Samaritan 
village. Contr. John 4:39–42 and Acts 8:5-25. 

-	 That is what Elijah did! —II Kings 1:9–12 

•	 John, the Apostle of Love, was not always so. —See 9:55. 
-	 John had been ambitious, sectarian, and vindictive. (See Matt. 20:20–28 

and Mark 10:35–45 for his ambition.)   
-	 Look at Mark 10:45 and I John 4:9–10. John must have seen the great 

truth of loving service! 
-	 The Lord can take the most unfit vessel and make it fit for His own use. 

He did this with the Apostle John. 

2.	 His test of purpose 			            —9:57–62 
(1) Tested as to home 			   —9:57–58 

•	 Cf. Lk. 14:28–33 
•	 The rash disciple: “I will follow thee …” 

-	 The disciple must, count the cost! 

(2) Tested as to home obligations 		  —9:59–60 
•	 Cf. 14:26 
•	 The procrastinator —

-	 His father was not dead yet, so he would procrastinate until his 
father died. 

-	 Jesus said, “Let the dead bury their dead: but go thou and preach 
…” 

(3) Tested as to home attachments 		  —9:61–62 
•	 Cf. 14:27 
•	 The wavering disciple —

-	 Oriental farewells sometimes lasted for days on end. 

Luke 9:51–62 — Jesus journeys toward Jerusalem 
to die for our sins. What significant instruction 
do we receive from Jesus within this context, 
and how can we apply it to our lives?
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-	 This man would, as 9:62 indicates, look back as he worked. 
-	 One who looks back cannot be successful in the Lord’s service.

•	 Luke 10:

(2)	 Sending forth of the 70	       	          —10:1–24 

1. The 70 sent forth to every city and place where Jesus would 
come 				               —10:1–11 
(1) He had sent the 12 earlier 		  —9:1–6 

•	 See Matt. 10:1–42 for another account of this sending.   

(2)	 He appointed seventy others 		  —10:1 
•	 He sent these two by two “before His face” 
•	 They were his forerunners. 

-	 He would visit those places after thy did.  

(3) How they should pray 		  —10:2 
• Cf. Matt. 9:37 and John 4:35 

(4) How they should go 			   —10:3–11 
-1. Their gentleness —10:3 
-2. Their provision —10:4–7 

-3. What they should do when received —10:8–9 
•	 Having to do with the reception of the message —10:6–7 

-4. What they should do when rejected —10:10–11 
•	 Manifested in the reception of the messengers —10:10–12 

(below) 

2.	 Judgment pronounced upon rejectors   	         —10:12–16 
[Matt. 11:20–24] 

•	 Judged would be those cities which refused the Seventy.  

—	 Judgment would be according to light. 
•	 Galilee and Judah were more responsible because they had 

more light. There was for them a greater manifestation of God 
in His Son, and thus, a far greater opportunity. 

•	 Sodom, Tyre and Sidon had not been given light such as 
this.  

•	Notice the names of the cities: 
(1) Chorazin —10:13 (at the north of Galilee) 
(2)	 Bethsaida —10:13 (a short distance north of Galilee also) 
(3) Capernaum —10:15 (on the north shore of Galilee)  

•	 Whom would they be refusing? 	 —10:16. 
-	 Cf. John 15:18–25.

3.	 The return of the 70 			           —10:17–20 
(1)	 Evil powers defeated by the All-powerful Son: 

•	 Their return and testimonies —10:17 
•	 Satan’s power was broken —10:18 
• The disciples were given power —10:19 

Luke 10:1–24 — How does Jesus’ commission-
ing of the 70 and their ministry apply to our 
ministry today? 
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(2) The believer’s privilege —Our salvation —10:20
•	 Their ministry of casting out demons was not the ultimate 

deed. 
•	 The casting out of Satan from his position on high was. 

-	 In His death Christ conquered Satan, the “prince of the power of 
the air, the god of this world” —See Heb. 2:14. 

•	 Satan fell under the conquering foot of the Son of God. 
-	 Our names can be written in heaven, in the Lamb’s book of life.

4.	 Jesus’ rejoicing and prayer 		           —10:21–22
(1) The believer’s privilege —Our illumination	 —10:21

•	 He reveals His truth — but not to the great and mighty, or to 
the wise, but to babes. That is why many more of the simple 
and backward will find themselves in heaven while the mighty, 
wise and powerful will not be there. See I Cor. 1:26–29. 

•	 What is the reason for His joy here? Unbelief grieves Him 
(9:41), while faith makes Him glad (Heb. 11:6). Here, faith 
is based upon a revelation. In this instance God has revealed. 
Cf. I Cor. 1:26–31.

(2)	 The believer’s privilege —	 —10:22 
•	 Vision of the Son 
•	 Notice His unique relationship to the Father. 
•	 Cf. 10:17, “through thy Name” – They witnessed the power 

of His Name as God proved it —Cf. Acts 2:22. 
-	 His name has power (Acts 4:12). 

5.	 His blessing upon the disciples 		          —10:23–24
•	 He calls attention to their privilege in seeing these things. 
•	 The Old Testament prophets desired to see, but were not able to 

do so (Matt. 13:17 and I Pet. 1:10–11). 

(3)	 Discourses on Various Themes 	 —10:25 – 15:32

1.	 The lawyer tested Jesus 		           —10:25–28 
[Matt. 22:34–40; Mark 12:28–34] 	

—	Two words which show that the lawyer was not sincere:
(1) “tempted” (proved, tested) 	 —10:25 

• “What is written in the Law? how readest thou?” –v. 26
-1. Love the Lord thy God — 

-	 This is the subject of the first 4 commandments. See Deut. 6:5. 

-2.	 Love thy neighbor as thyself — 
-	 The subject of the final 6 commandments. See Lev. 19:18 
-	 This does not teach self love. In fact, the Bible teaches entirely 

the opposite to self love.  

(2) “justify himself” 			   —10:29 (next) 

2.	 The lawyer’s self-justifying reaction   	          —10:29–37 
•	 His question and the story of the Good Samaritan 
(1) He wanted to limit who was his neighbor —10:29 

•	 Based on Christ’s answer — 

Luke 10:25–28 — What truths does the lawyer state 
to be essential to inherit eternal life?
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(2) Christ expanded who his neighbor was —10:30–37 
• The man (a Jew) who was robbed on the road to Jericho: 

-	 A priest came by, but would not help the man (v. 31), He was one 
who should have helped. 

-	 A Levite came by, but also would not help (v. 32). He was another 
who should have helped the man. 

-	 A Samaritan came by, and he helped (vv. 33–35). 
—	The Samaritans were hated by the Jews (see John 4:9). 

• The lawyer drew his own conclusion —10:36–37 
•	 We can see how Christ showed who can be a real neighbor, 
He changed “Who is my neighbor?” into “Who is the man 
that shows such love?” It was a humbling admission.

3.	 Mary and Martha 			            —10:38–42 
—	The two contrasted: 

•	 Martha — busy, hospitable 
•	 Mary — sitting at Jesus’ feet, learning 

(1)	 Martha  				    —10:40–41 
•	 He said, “… thou art careful and troubled about many things” 

—	Many things! = “… much serving” –v. 40.
-1. She was making too careful and elaborate preparation. 
-2. She was preparing many things = many dishes.  
—	She wanted to have plenty, and she was probably preparing 

a very delicious meal. 

(2)	 “But one thing is needful”  		  —10:42 
— not “many things”

(3)	 “Mary hath chosen that good part” 	 —10:39 
— She sat at His feet and heard His Word. That would not be 

taken from her 

•	 Luke 11: 

4.	 Teachings about prayer 		             —11:1–13 
(1)	 He teaches them how to pray 		  —11:1–4 

•	 The request in verse 1 is, “Teach us to pray ….” 
•	 Jesus first taught how to pray. 
•	 Compare this with Matt. 6:9–13. 

(2)	 The persistent friend 			  —11:5–8 
•	 Jesus grants their request. We learn to pray when we see our need as 

this man saw his need for bread. 
•	 Have we not sometimes found ourselves in such a situation? Someone 

comes to us and we know we should help them, but how when we 
are unable? This teaches that we must come to the Lord persistently. 
It is the need that drives us to prayer. It should not be that way, for 
we are commanded to pray. 

•	 Persistence (importunity) in prayer is illustrated in 11:5–8. 

(3) The need of persistence and its reward 	 —11:9–10 
•	 Again, persistence is emphasized: We must persistently knock, knock, 

and seek, seek. 

(4) God’s willingness is illustrated 		  —11:11–13 
•	 If the lazy, self-indulgent who is deaf to the cries of both necessity and 

Luke 10:29–37 — How does the lawyer seek to shift 
the focus to justify himself, and how does Jesus 
bring the focus back to love?

Luke 10:38–42 — How does this contrast of Mary 
and Martha relate to us today? 

Luke 11:1–13 — Relate Jesus’ teachings about prayer 
to your own prayer life.
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friendship can be moved by shameless persistence, then how much 
more can the God who is “rich unto all that call upon Him” (Rom. 
10:12). 

•	 All are sinners, even parents. If parents, being evil, know how to give 
good gifts unto their children, “how much more shall your heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?” —v. 13 
-	 Cf. Matt. 7:11. 

5.	 Accusations concerning His power 	          —11:14–23 
(1)	 Their accusation of Jesus 	 —11:14–16  

-1.	 He cast out a devil —11:14 
•	 The devil caused the man to be dumb. 
•	 When the devil was gone the man began to speak. 

-2.	 Their accusation concerned His power to cast out demons. 
—11:15 
•	 The accusation of v. 15 should be contrasted with the words of 

the 70 in 10:17, and His testimony concerning them in 10:20. 
•	 Take another careful look at their insinuation 11:15, and His 

words in 11:19–20 compared with 10:17–18. 
-3.	 Others asked Him for a sign. —11:16 

(2)	 His answer 	 —11:17–20 
-1.	 A house divided against itself falleth —

•	 “If Satan also be divided against himself, how shall his kingdom 
stand?” 

-2. By whom do your sons cast them out? 
•	 Their exorcisms were imperfect (weak, impotent), He was (and 

is) all-powerful.
-3. “But if I with the finger of God cast out devils, no doubt the 

Kingdom of God is come upon you.” 
•	 A stronger man has come, overcomes Satan, takes away his 

armor, and divides the spoils

6.	 What happens in the empty soul? 	          —11:24–26 
[Matt. 12:43–45] 

•	 This is the state of one from whom an unclean spirit goes out IF 
Christ does not fill the void left by that expelled spirit. 

(1)	 After a devil is cast out … 	 —11:24–25  
•	 The evil spirit is cast out and the “house” is all cleaned out. 
•	 Someone must fill the void left by that expelled spirit. 

(2)	 He brings on a worse condition 	 —11:26 
•	 No one has taken the devil’s place, and he finds his old place all 

cleaned out, so he brings in even more. 
•	 If Jesus fills our lives, there will be no room for the devil. 

7.	 Jesus’ answer to the lady who blessed Mary        —11:27–28 
(1)	 She blessed Mary 	 —11:27 

•	 It appears that she thought she was blessing Him. 
•	 She is a forerunner of the Romanist attitude toward Mary. 

-	 She lost sight of Christ. 

(2)	 His answer to her 	 —11:28 
•	 Rather, more blessed are those who listen to His Word and obey. 

Luke 11:14–23 — Jesus again demonstrates His 
power over Satan by casting out a demon (v.14). 
How does Jesus’ answer concerning the source 
of His power relate to us today (vv.15–23)? 

Luke 11:24–26 — How does Jesus’ answer concern-
ing the need for Himself to fill the void left by 
the demon relate to us today? 

Luke 11:27–28 — How does Jesus’ answer con-
cerning the basis for true blessing relate to us 
today? 
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•	 Notice how many times He refers to obedience through the verses 
of this chapter. 

8.	 The Sign of Jonah 			            —11:29–30
•	 Their request for a sign. This was a constant question. 
•	 The sign of Jonah: 

-	 As Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites — a sign of miraculous preserva-
tion through judgment (of death and life). 

-1.	 The “sign of the prophet Jonah” 	 —11:29 
•	 “For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale’s belly; 

so …” —Matt. 12:40 
•	 See I Cor. 15:4, “… he rose again the third day according to the 

scriptures” 
-2.	 The Ninevites shall rise up in judgment (Matt. 12:31). 

•	 That was because they repented at the preaching of Jonah — and 
Jesus is greater than Jonah:  
(1)	 In His obedience, and … 
(2)	 In His resurrection from the dead —11:32 

•	 The Ninevites would have regarded Jonah as one who had in ef-
fect risen from the dead, and they repented at his preaching. How 
would the generation to which Jesus preached stand in comparison 
to Nineveh on the judgment day? 

9.	 He reveals the sign of His greatness 	          —11:31–32 
•	 He is greater than Solomon (wisdom). 

-	 The queen of the south — I Kings 10:1–13 
•	 He is greater than Jonah (preaching repentance). [See above] 
•	 Contrast these verses with 10:23–24.

10.	 Warnings concerning the light 		           —11:33–36 
[Matt. 5:15–16; Mark 4:21–22; cf. Luke 8:16] 

(1)	 The need for a clear, healthy eye 	 —11:33–34  
•	 The purpose of a candle — light —11:33 

-	 Always placed where it can provide light  
•	 Be sure that your eye be clear, healthy, sound. 	 —11:34a 

-	 The eye is the light of the body. 
—	“light,” Gr. lúchnos, “a hand-lamp” (Vine). Thayer: “a lamp, 

candle, that is placed on a stand or candlestick.” 
—	“single,” Gr. haplous. “simple.” “Luke 11:34, said of the eye, 

‘singleness’ of purpose keeps us from the snare of having a double 
treasure and consequently a divided heart” (from Vine). 

-	 The blindness of the unbelieving religious leaders (11:33–36) is in 
contrast with the illumination of the 70 (10:21–22). 

•	 Pay attention that your eye not be full of darkness. 	
—11:34b–35a 
-	 The eye is full of darkness when it is evil. 
-	 We must be sure, then, that our light is not darkness (evil). 

(2)	 How the body can be full of light 	 —11:36 

•	 The problem of the Jewish leaders: The light shone, but they did not see. 
See Psalm 119:130: “The entrance of thy Word giveth light.” [Concerning 
light, see Matt. 5:15–16; Mark 4:21–22; Luke 8:16…]

•	 Luke 11:36 describes the man who is wholly open to the light, and being 
transformed by it, has become full of light —Cf. II Cor. 3:18. 

•	 See II Cor. 4:3–4 —”the god of this world” blinds!

Luke 11:29–32 — Compare their understanding of 
Jesus’ sign and greatness with our understand-
ing today.

Luke 11:33–36 — How does Jesus’ warning con-
cerning the light of the truth of Himself relate 
to us today?
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11.	 Dining with a Pharisee 		           —11:37–44 
(1)	 The concern of the Pharisee 	 —11:37–38 

-1.	 Jesus went in and sat down to eat. 
-2.	 The Pharisee marveled that Jesus had not washed first. 
 —Forms don’t do it! 

(2)	 The Lord’s response to the Pharisee 	 —11:39–40 
-1.	 The Pharisees washed themselves ceremonially. 

•	 This was a religious exercise, a futile attempt to cleanse themselves 
spiritually. 

•	 However, their uncleanness was within. 

-2.	 He called them fools because they did not understand. 
•	 They washed the outside of the cup and platter (11:39). 

-	 The cup and platter symbolizing themselves. 
•	 Their inside was full of “ravening and wickedness.” 

-	 “ravening,” Gr. harpagé, “the act of plundering, robbery.” 
-	 “wickedness,” referring to wicked acts that flow forth. 

•	 The one who made the outside made the inside as well. 
-	 This applies to the maker of the cup and platter. 
-	 It also applies to the Lord making the human. 

(3)	 They tithed of every little thing. 	 —11:42 
-1.	 He told them to give alms of what they have. 

•	 He declared that all things are clean to them. 
-	 That is, they don’t need to be cleansed ceremonially. 

-2.	 They tithed “of mint and rue.” 
-3.	 They forgot justice, the more important matters of life. 
-4.	 They should have done all of those things. 

(4)	 They wanted honor before men.  	 —11:43-44 
•	 What about honor before God? 

12.	 His warnings 				            —11:45–52
(1)	 The response of the lawyer to the Lord. 	 —11:45–46 

-1.	 He rightfully concluded that the Lord was reproaching him 
also. —11:45 
•	 They were the whitewashed graves He spoke of. —11:45 

-	 In light of v. 44, we see His implication that the Pharisees tended 
to defile all who came into contact with them. How true this 
is with those who trust in themselves that they are righteous 
and who have but lowered the high and holy standards of God 
until they themselves can have a clear conscience. 

-2.	 He pronounced His first “woe” on the lawyers. —11:46 
•	 They lade men with grievous burdens, but they won’t lift their 

finger to help them with those burdens. 

(2)	 Their rejection of prophets 		  —11:47–51 
-1.	 Concerning the past  —11:47–48 

•	 His second “woe,” still on the lawyers
•	 They built the sepulchres of the prophets. —11:47a 
•	 Their fathers killed those prophets. —11:47b 
•	 In building those sepulchres they endorse the deeds of their 

fathers. —11:48 
-	 The lawyers built tombs for the prophets whom their forefathers 

killed as if they disapproved what those forefathers did. But 

Luke 11:37–54 — What condemnation have the 
Pharisees and lawyers brought upon them-
selves? 
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they still reject what the prophets of that day taught, just as their 
fathers did. So they are “witnesses” against themselves. 

-	 See Matt. 23:31. 
-2.	 The prediction —11:49 

•	 This is a warning statement to his apostles. 
-	 Those same lawyers will slay and persecute prophets whom 

God would send them in the future. 
-	 The disciples needed to realize that their lives would also be 

in jeopardy as those who went before them. 
-3.	 The accountability —11:50–51 

•	 The result — all of the persecutors of all time will be held 
accountable for the blood of those prophets whom they kill. 
—11:50–51  
-	 Notice the extent of this: It starts with Abel.  

(3)	 His second “woe” on the lawyers 		  —11:52 
•	 They took away the “key of knowledge.” 

-	 They did not enter into knowledge themselves. 
-	 They hindered those who wanted to enter knowledge. 

•	 Who does this today? 

13.	 The Scribes and Pharisees try to trap Him        —11:53–54
• They urged Him vehemently and provoked Him to speak of many 

things, laying in wait to find something that they could accuse 
Him about. 

•	 Luke 12: 
—	Subject of Luke 12: The things of this world in light of the coming 

of Christ and the judgment. 

14.	 Warning about the hypocrisy of the Pharisees 	  –12:1–3
[Matt. 8:14–21] 

•	 The warning of this verse is His answer to the schemes of the Pharisees. 
—11:53–54 
-	 What had these men been doing (11:53–54)? 

(1)	 An innumerable multitude were gathered 		 —12:1a 
(2)	 He warned of the leaven of the Pharisees. 	 —12:1b 

•	 This leaven was hypocrisy. 
-	 They feigned righteousness, showing that they were hypocrites.  
-	 They were all show. 
-	 Yet they were capable of killing prophets. 

(3)	 Every secret will be made known 		  —12:2–3 
•	 The hypocrisy of the Pharisees — 
•	 The things that they, the Disciples say — 

-	 He was addressing them. 
-	 This also refers to what we say. 

15.	 Encouragements about God’s care 	              —12:4–7 
(1) Whom to fear and not to fear 			   —12:4–5 

•	 We are not to fear the ones who can kill the body. —12:4 
•	 Fear God, Who can cast the soul into Hell. —12:5 

Luke 12:1–12 — Jesus discusses different subjects 
in this passage. What are they and how do 
they amplify His warning against hypocrisy 
in v.1? 
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(2)	 The value of the disciples [OR the believers] 	 —12:6–7 
•	 The value of a person before God  

-	 God’s attention is on the little things. 

16.	 Warnings about confessing or denying Him         —12:8–9 
•	 Those who confess Him will be confessed (owned) before the 

angels of God, while those who deny Him will be denied (dis-
owned) before the angels of God. 
-	 These are the angels of God — in heaven, in God’s presence. 

•	 Also see Matt. 10:32–33 and Rev. 3:5.

17.	 Blaspheming against the Holy Spirit 		   —12:10 
[Matt. 12:31–32; Mark 3:28–30] 

•	 Blasphemy = “speak a word against”  
-	 Does this mean that unbelief is the unpardonable sin? No! In Matt. 

12:24–32, the Pharisees had attributed Christ’s work to Satan. This can 
also be true of the attributing the work of the Holy Spirit to Satan.

•	 Literally, blasphemy means injurious or abusive speech. Against 
God, it is a violation of His Person, power and majesty. 
-1. Against the Son — “… it shall be forgiven”
-2.	 Against the Holy Ghost — “… it shall not be forgiven” 

18.	 Holy Spirit’s Enablement for persecution         —12:11–12
—This is another confidence giver:

(1)	 Notice the conditions. 	 —12:11 
•	 “… when they bring you unto the synagogues, and unto magistrates, 

and powers.” 
•	 There is a threat. 
•	 This is not a preaching engagement, it is a trial. 

-	 For preaching we prepare —II Tim. 2:15. 
-	 We must have teaching, training, and we must prepare our messages 

when we preach. 
-	 See Titus 1:9, “… as he hath been taught ….” 
-	 Also see Col. 2:7, “… as ye have been taught.”  

(2)	 What will the Holy Ghost do? 	 —12:12 
•	 He “shall teach you in the same hour what ye ought to say.”

19.	 Lessons concerning covetousness 	          —12:13–21
—	TWO errors of the rich fool: 
(1)	 He evidently considered material possessions to be the apex of 

human fulfillment. 			   —12:13 
•	 His motives were wrong. 

(2)	 He evidently thought himself to have (at least) a longer lease 
on life [pride of life]. 			  —12:13 
•	 He thought of life as being permanent. He did not consider the pos-

sibility of death and eternity. 

(3)	 Jesus’ question — why did you ask ME? 	—12:14 
(4)	 Jesus’ warning against covetousness 	 —12:15 

•	 He said, “Take heed and beware ….” 
•	 Beware of covetousness. Why? 

-	 A man’s life does not consist in his possessions. 

Luke 12:13–34 — In this passage Jesus warns us 
about covetousness. What is the warning and 
how does He turn our focus to Himself and 
eternal values? 
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•	 Of what does a man’s life consist? —12:15 
-	 Cf. John 17:3. And then compare I Tim. 6:7–11. 

(5)	 The parable of the rich fool 		              —12:16–20 
•	 It was God who blessed his ground. —12:16 
•	 His thoughts revealed his priorities. —12:17–19 
•	 “But God …” —12:20 

-	 Why was he a fool? Because he was living for time and not for 
eternity. 

•	 How much did the man leave? EVERYTHING! 

(6)	 Notice the conclusion that He presents. 		  —12:21 
•	 He laid up treasure for himself. 
•	 He was not rich toward God. 
•	 Therefore, his treasure was lost to him — he left it all. 

20.	 God’s care for His own 		           —12:22–34 
[Matt. 6:25–33] 

•	 The Christian need not be anxious, because life is more than meat 
and the body more than clothing —12:22–23 
-	 Cf. Rom. 14:17 

•	 Also, because God takes care of our needs —12:24–26 
•	 He watches over the little things of this world, will He not care 

for us? —12:27–28 
•	 The primary focus of life must be “the Kingdom of God” 

—12:29–32 
•	 Careful stewardship of the real treasure —12:33–34 

-	 We must get rid of what has hold of us. 
-	 Where is your (my) treasure? —12:33–34 

—	See John 14:1–3; Col. 3:1–3; Matt. 6:19–21 and compare 12:21 (For 
whom do we lay up treasure?) 

21.	 Attitudes in light of the Lord’s return	          —12:35–48 
(1)	Readiness (or preparedness) 	          —12:35–38 

•	 He speaks of those waiting to serve their lord when He returns from 
the wedding. 

•	 “The Oriental groom, after a supper with his friends, went to the 
house of the bride to claim her. Since the return procession took place 
late at night, the groom expected his servants to be dressed for work 
and to have their lamps lighted. The traditional wedding preparation 
was a symbol of readiness for his return.” —Merrill C. Tenny in The 
Wycliffe Commentary, Moody Press, Chicago 1962. [Note: I have 
mixed reactions to Tenny’s writings.] 

(2)	Alertness — prepared for a thief 	          —12:39–40 
•	 See I Thess. 5:2.
•	 Readiness as for a thief (prepared for an unexpected arrival). 

(3)	Faithfulness 			            —12:42–48 
•	 Servant = slave (Grk.) — As stewards whose master is on a long 

journey. 
-	 He asked, “Who then is that faithful and wise steward …? 

•	 Reward for faithfulness —12:43–44 
•	 Stripes and loss for unfaithfulness —12:45–47 
•	 They will be judged in proportion to their prior knowledge. 

—12:48 

Luke 12:35–48 — Here Jesus sets forth the proper 
attitudes for us to be ready for His return. What 
are they and how can we develop them? 
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22.	Jesus came to send a fire upon the earth 	          —12:49–53 
(1)	 “Fire” = judgment 				    —12:49 

•	 He came to judge 
-	 The prince of this world (Cf. John 12:31; 16:11) at His crucifix-

ion. 
-	 The nation was judged and dispersed in 70 A.D. 
-	 Our sins were judged on the cross. 

•	 Read Isa. 61:1–2 relating to His first coming (Lk. 4:18–19). 
-	 Judgment will come later. 

(2)	 His baptism = His death 			   —12:50 
•	 Judgment will follow (v. 49), but “first,” His baptism. 

-	 He had to die on the Cross first. 
-	 Judgment will come later. 

(3)	 He did not come to bring peace 	           —12:51–53 
•	 The question of the Apostles and Christ’s answer —Acts 1:6–8 
•	 The conditions that He brought: 

-	 division (v. 51) 
-	 five in one house, divided two against three, etc. (v. 52)
-	 relatives against each other (v. 53) 

•	 The Gospel divides.

23.	 They cannot discern the age 		           —12:54–57 
(1)	 They could discern the weather 	          —12:54–55 

•	 Matt. 16:1–4

(2)	 They could not discern that time 	          —12:56–57 
•	 Luke 11:52 
•	 Luke 24:25 

24.	 Agree with your adversary by the way 	          —12:58–59 
•	 The meaning of this, according to the context, is: “Be reconciled 

to God before the day of judgment.” 
-	 This passage is similar to Matt. 5:25–26. 

•	 Luke 13: 
—	This gives His emphasis: Repentance and readiness. 

25.	His message on repentance — warnings 	             —13:1–5 
(1)	 The question of the people  		  —13:1–3 

-1.	 The question concerning a tragic event —13:1 
•	 Pilate’s cruelty, an act of man. 
•	 One would suppose that, since they were killed while sacrificing, 

Jesus would condemn it. 
-	 Note: As far back as Isaiah, they were sacrificing hypocritically, 

and God judged them for it. 
•	 Pilate was ruler of the Romans by whom God was judging Israel. 

This was the act of a ruler to whom God had sold them because 
of their sin.
-	 He called on them to repent. 

-2.	 Jesus’s warning —13:2-3  
•	 His question: Were they greater sinners because they suffered 

this? 
-	 He does not tell them whether they were or not. 
-	 He called their attention to their need to repent. 

Luke 12:49–59 — Here Christ issues some warn-
ings. What are they and how do they relate to 
our lives? 

Luke 13 — In this passage what does Jesus teach 
us about repentance and surrender to His 
Lordship?
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(2)	 The question of Jesus 		  —13:4–5 
-1.	 The tower of Siloam falling was an act of God. —13:4 
-2.	 Were those greater sinners above all in Jerusalem? 

•	 No, again He calls on them to repent. 

(3)	 See the connection of thought between 13:1–5,  and 6–9: 
•	 Compare 13:3, 5 with 13:9. He looked for repentance in His 

people, Israel (the fig tree). 

26.	 Parable of the unfruitful fig tree 	              —13:6–9 
• A parable: 

(1) Certain man = God
(2)	 Fig tree = Israel — See Hoses 9:10. 

•	 A. T. Robertson wrote that the imperfect active tense of “had” means 
that “he had a fig tree, one already planted in his vineyard.” 

(3)	 The vineyard = Israel (Isa. 5:1–7). The fig tree is also con-
nected with the nation Israel. 

(4)	 The dresser = the Lord Jesus 
•	 Some think that this passage indicates the Lord’s ministry to have 

been 4 years instead of the 3 or 31/2 years which has been embraced 
traditionally. The four year duration definitely makes sense and it 
does clear up some problems in harmonizing the Gospels. 
[See a very interesting harmony of the Gospels called, The Life of 
Christ in Stereo, by Cheney and Ellisen, Appendix V, for a good 
presentation of this. This book was originally published by the 
Western Baptist Seminary Press, Portland, OR, 1969] 

•	 The point: Israel was unrepentant and fruitless. It speaks of judg-
ment delayed (See Matt. 21:18–21; Mark 11:12–14, 20–26] 
-	 Note: When they cried Hosanna (“save now,” taken from Psalm 

118:25–27 —Matt. 21:9), they were not speaking of their salvation 
from sin, which Christ offered, but they wanted salvation from 
Roman oppression. Israel sought freedom without the repentance 
which Christ called for. 

27.	 Healing of the woman on the Sabbath 	          —13:10–17 
(1)	 Where this took place 	 —13:10  

•	 It was in one of the Synagogues (of Galilee). 
•	 It was on the Sabbath. 

(2)	 The woman 	 —13:11 
•	 Notice the severity of her sickness —13:11 

(3)	 The healing of the woman 	 —13:12–13 
•	 He called her to him. —13:12a 
•	 He pronounced her loosed from her infirmities. —13:12b 
•	 He then laid His hands on her and she was healed. —13:13 
•	 He was pretty obvious about the healing. 

(4)	 The rebuke of the ruler of the Synagogue 	 —13:14 
•	 He rebuked Jesus. 

-	 Because He had healed on the Sabbath day. 
•	 It seems that the Ruler was also rebuking HER! 

-	 His question: Why did she come to the Synagogue with the idea 
of being healed? 

-	 She was there, no doubt a very devout woman. 
-	 Jesus saw her, and He had compassion on her. 

•	 His problem was with working on the Sabbath. “Come and be healed 
on one of the other 6 days,” he said. 
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(5)	 Jesus shamed the ruler 	 —13:15–17 
•	 He showed up the ruler’s hypocrisy in these verses: 

-	 The ruler of the Synagogue was really more interested in the 
formalities of religion than in mercy toward human need. 

•	 His adversaries were ashamed. —13:17 
-	 The people rejoiced. Why? 

28.	 Parables concerning the Kingdom of God        —13:18–21 
(1)	The parable of the mustard seed 	 —13:18–19 

[Matt. 13:31–32; Mark 4:30–32] 

•	 The typology of this is seen in Matt. 13:31–32. 
-	 See my notes on that passage. 

(2)	The parable of the leaven 		  —13:20–21 
[Matt. 13:33]  

•	 The typology of leaven is seen in Matt. 13:33. 
-	 See my notes on that passage also. 

•	 Leaven in the Scriptures always refers to sin. So this does not indicate 
that the Kingdom of God will grow and fill the earth, but that sin will 
fill the Kingdom. So it is! 

29.	 He travels toward Jerusalem preaching 		  —13:22
•	 Compare 9:51 and 10:1. Notice the solemn character of Jesus’ 

teaching in these chapters.

30.	 Few are saved (the narrow gate) 	          —13:23–30
•	 This portion is illustrated in 14:16–24.
•	 The Kingdom represented as a palace to which admission may 

be gained by entering through a narrow gate. —13:24 
-	 What is meant by this narrow gate? 

—	See John 10:9 and Matt. 7:13–14. 
•	 Jesus’ answer to the question of v. 23:

-	 See v. 24, “many” and v. 29 [Does the man intend to ask if Israel as a 
nation is of the few that will be saved? Or is he asking a question, the 
truth of which we all know—that, of any nation, there are but few that 
will be saved. ]
BUT (v. 30) “there are last which shall be first, and there are first which 
shall be last.” Israel had first chance, for He was with them (v. 26), but 
they missed it because they rejected Him. Gentiles were last, but shall 
be first. Of course, many Jews have been saved and many Gentiles lost. 
He is speaking to them of that day. 

The Ox – a mere animal	 The woman – created in 		
the image of God, a sub-		  ject of the mercy of God. 
1.	 Bound by the owner 	 1.	 Bound of Satan 
2.	 Bound in a stable 	 2.	 Bound with sickness 
3.	 For less than 24 hours 	 3.	 For 18 years 
4.	 Loosed for water 	 4.	 Loosed from her 	

		  bonds 
5.	 Problem — thirst 	 5.	 Problem — sickness 
If an animal deserved humane treatment, did not this woman 
— A DAUGHTER OF ABRAHAM? 
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Of course, even a very few of the great earthly multitude of nations 
shall be saved. 

•	 With 13:25 (and 13:26–28) compare II Cor. 6:2b. 
-	 The door is shut! 

31.	 Warning of the Pharisees  		           —13:31–35 
(1)	 The warning concerned Herod 	 —13:31 

•	 Their fear was that Herod would kill Jesus. 
•	 Were they really worried about Him? 

-	 Or did they want Him to flee? 

(2)	 Jesus’ answer to that warning 	 —13:32–33 
•	 He sent a message to Herod —11:32 

-	 He called Herod a “fox.” 
-	 He told Herod what he was doing. —13:32 
-	 He said, “on the third day I shall be perfected.” That refers to His 

resurrection. 
•	 Herod could not stop him from completing his mission. 

-	 “I must walk to day, and to morrow, and the day following.” 
-	 “(I)t cannot be that a prophet perish out of Jerusalem.” [Then He 

laments over Jerusalem.] 

(3)	 Jesus’ lament over Jerusalem 	 —13:34–35 
[Matt. 23:37–39; Luke 19:41–44; Ps. 118:26; Jer. 22:5] 

•	 Jerusalem was the “slaughterhouse of the prophets” —13:34. 
-	 Matt. 23:37-39

•	 The three days, i.e., “today, and tomorrow, and the day following” 
cannot here be taken as three literal days. 

•	 In verse 34 is a window which gives an insight into the heart of the 
Lord Jesus. We see His yearning and love for Jerusalem. He would 
gather them as a hen gathers her brood under her wings. 

•	 Luke 14: 

32.	 He eats bread in the home of a Pharisee 	—14:1–6 
•	 Healing of the man with dropsy on the Sabbath. See Matt. 12:9–13 which 

refers to a different but similar event, with a similar answer.  

(1)	 Situation 	 —14:1 
•	 The house of one of the chief Pharisees 
•	 He went to eat. 
•	 It was on the Sabbath day. 
•	 He was not invited because they were merely extending hospitality 

to Him. 
-	 They watched Him [spying on Him] — Why are they watching 

Him? 

(2)	 The opportunity 	 —14:2 
•	 Dropsy — meaning that the body was retaining water and was swelled 

up (many heart patients have this problem today). 
•	 Was this a trap that they had laid for Him?  

(3)	 The problem — Sabbath observance 	 —14:3–4 
-1.	 The question 	 —14:3–4a 

•	 Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath? 
•	 This is what the lawyers and Pharisees asked. 
•	 He asked the question first. They held their peace. —14:4a  

-	 They did not answer Him.  

Luke 14:1–24 — What lessons does Jesus give here 
to the Pharisees and lawyers? How do they 
relate to us today? 
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-2.	 The healing 	 —14:4b 
•	 He healed the man and let him go. 

(4)	 The question that could not be answered 	 —14:5–6 
•	 He challenged them about the Sabbath
•	 What is lawful on the Sabbath day? [Cf. 13:14; Matt. 12:2] 
•	 What about the ass or the ox? Cf. 13:15–17 
•	 See David’s deed. —Matt. 12:3–8 
•	 He silenced them: (1) They cared for their animals on the Sabbath 

[Self interest], and (2) They did not have compassion on a man who 
was seriously ill. 
-	 They cared more for animals than for men, especially since the 

animal meant something to them monetarily. 

33.	 A parable on self-exaltation 		             —14:7–11
(1)	 The problem: Their self interest 	 —14:7

•	 Someone has said, “A man is usually as old as he thinks he is, but 
not as important.” 

(2)	 The parable 			   —14:8–11 
•	 He did not appeal to their sense of humility, but to their sense of 

shame. 
•	 It is not natural for men to love their neighbors  

-	 Self seeking springs more readily from the carnal nature. 
•	 Also, the host will honor whom he will honor. 
•	 The lesson — humility and exaltation —14:11 

-	 Matt. 11:29, “Jesus was meek.”  
-	 Also see Luke 22:25–27; Phil. 2:7; I Pet. 5:5 and James 4:6. 

—	 God will humble the proud and exalt the humble! 
•	 Before honor is humility — Prov. 15:33 

34.	 On inviting the needy to a dinner 	          —14:12–14 
•	 The lesson: The greater blessing belongs to those who give to 

people who cannot repay. 

(1)	 Don’t invite those who can recompense 	 —14:12 

(2)	 Invite those who cannot recompense 	           —14:13–14 
•	 Whom and when we invite guests depends upon the motive behind the 

invitation. It could be fellowship. It can be for service. 

35.	 The parable of the great supper and excuses       —14:15–24 
[Cf. Matt. 22:1–14] 

(1)	 The pious statement by the man 	 —14:15
•	 It is doubtful that the man really knew what he was talking about.

(2)	 His response 	 —14:16–20 
•	 The parable … this is what really happens when men are invited to 

His “dinner” — excuses:  
-	 I have bought a piece of ground —14:18 

—	What a fool to buy land without seeing it first! 
—	Some people let possessions stand in their way.

-	 I have bought five yoke of oxen —14:19 
—	What a fool to buy oxen without first proving them! 
—	Who plows at night?
—	 Some let business keep them from God’s things. 
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-	 I have married a wife —14:20 
—	He could be excused from war (Deut. 24:5), but could have 

brought his wife to the supper. 
—	Some let family keep them from the things of God

(3)	The feast shall not want for guests 	        —14:21–24 
•	 The dignitary who was at the house of one of the chief Pharisees 

thought he would be feasting in the “kingdom of God” (14:15), but 
it will be those in the streets, the poor, the maimed,  the halt and the 
blind (14:21), along with those in the highways and hedges who are 
compelled to come in (14:23). 

•	 Those who are bidden will be rejected. —14:24 
-	 Those who reject God’s invitation will be rejected. 
-	 Who finally participated? —Cf. 13:18–30; Acts 28:25–28; Rom. 

11:11. 

36.	 Counting the price of following Him 	          —14:25–33 
• Salvation is free. It does not cost us, it cost Him. It is by grace 

through faith. 
-	 However, this speaks of discipleship, and that particularly in 

view of His times. 
-	 The question here is not of salvation but of devotion to 

Christ. 

—	Where may the path of discipleship lead us? Three “cannots”:
•1.	 Hate not … —14:26 
•2.	 Doth not bear his cross —14:27 
•3.	 Does not count the cost and forsake —14:33 

(1)	 Consider the price in view of 14:16–24 which precede this. 
(2)	 Consider the price in view of His great popularity (14:25)

•	 He was accompanied by an unthinking multitude. 
•	 He knew He was on His way to the Cross, but they may have 

thought that He was on His way to His Kingdom. 
•	 A disciple: (1) A learner, (2) a follower. To follow Him then 

meant great cost, for He was on His way to rejection. (Cf. 
John 15:18–27). 
-	 To be a disciple today is (1) to be a believer, (2) to learn 

of Him and to follow Him wherever He leads — that too 
involves a great cost. 

Every believer is a disciple who must be taught (Matt. 
28:19–20). To “disciple,” then, means to lead to Christ, 
rather than to establish in the faith. The word “disciple” is 
not a verb in the Scriptures. 

•	 “Hate” —Consider in light of Mal. 1:2–3; Rom. 9:13 
-	 Yet, what did God in fact give Esau? It was not nothing. “Hate” is 

a relative thing in the Scriptures. —14:26 
•	 Hate father and mother (Cf. Matt. 10:37) 
•	 Hate his wife (Contr. Eph. 5:25) 
•	 Hate his children 
•	 Hate his brothers and sisters 
•	 Hate his own life (Cf. Matt. 10:39) 

•	 Cross — The man bearing his cross was on his way to execu-
tion.  (Cf. Matt. 10:38) —14:27 

Luke 14:25–35 — In these verses Jesus sets forth 
the price for following Him. What is it and how 
does it relate to us today? 
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(3)	 Unfinished business —  counting the cost               (14:28–33) 
•	 The tower — a building, lacking the funds —14:28–30
•	 The battle — lacking the strength —14:31–32
•	 To be a disciple: Forsake all —14:33

-	 Paul did —Phil. 3:7
-	 This does not mean that we give our home away, that we throw away 

the money that God has put in our hands as a stewardship, that we 
reject our friends —David Livingstone wrote: “I am determined 
not to look upon anything that I possess except as in relation to the 
kingdom of God.” 

•	 This speaks of quitting the ministry, or the Mission field 
because one did not truly count the cost …! 

37.	 Salt with savor is good 		           —14:34–35 
•	 If salt has lost its savor it is no good. See Matt. 5:13. 
•	 Salt is used for two purposes: 

(1)	 To preserve 
(2)	 To give flavor 

•	 Luke 15: 
—	Here are three lessons before the Pharisees and Scribes, who 

murmured because of the Publicans (tax collectors) and sinners 
who gathered to hear Him (15:1–2). 

38.	What occasioned these parables? 	              —15:1–2 
(1)	 Publicans and sinners came to Him 		  —15:1 

•	 Publicans = These were the collectors of the Roman tax. They were 
regarded as traitors by the Jews. Luke 3:12–13, they overcharged. 
They made false accusations to collect more taxes (19:8). Zacchaeus 
was “a chief among the Publicans.” 

•	 Sinners = (1) A woman who was a sinner (Luke 7:34, 36–39). (2) 
He had been before accused (Luke 5:29–32). (3) And, later we’ll see 
Zacchaeus (19:1–10 [v. 7]).

•	 They drew near to hear Him. 

(2)	 The Pharisees and Scribes criticized Him 		 —15:2 
•	 Pharisees = Strictly interpreted the Mosaic Law, though they em-

phasized the externals. They knew the Scriptures, they tithed, they 
fasted and prayed, but they were also hypocritical (Mt. 23:15), and 
self-righteous. They were the foremost persecutors of Christ. They 
were the most influential sect during that time.  

•	 Scribes = These men made copies of the O.T. Scriptures and taught 
the precepts of the oral law. They added many things to the Scriptures, 
and made mystical interpretations of the Scriptures. They used the al-
legorical method rather than the normal and grammatical method.

•	 “This man receiveth sinners” — “receiveth” meaning He welcomed 
them to Himself. This word has another sense: To await, as someone 
awaits God’s Kingdom (Mark. 15:43; Lk. 2:38), the resurrection 
(Acts 24:15), or the appearing of Christ (Tit. 2:13, “Looking”). HE 
WELCOMED THEM — He expected them to come. 

•	 “… and eateth with them.” — Cf. Acts 11:3 (and context — The 
Apostles had not learned!). Matt. 9:9–13 (v. 11). 

•	 Instead of rejoicing that these were coming, these men were jealous. 
They thought they had a title deed to God’s favor — they considered 
themselves righteous and worthy before a holy God. They thought 
they alone had the key! 

Luke 15 — What three lessons does Jesus give to 
the Pharisees and Scribes, and how do they 
apply to us today? 
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39.	The following parables show how He regarded these Publicans 
and sinners:				               —15:3–32
(1)	 The parable of the lost sheep 		  —15:3–7

•	 The Shepherd = The SON
•	 The sheep wandered of itself — it strayed through ignorance 

and folly  —15:4a
•	 He could have said, “Well 99 out of 100 is not bad!”
•	 The one lost sheep was important and he searched until he 

found the lost sheep —15:4b.
-	 He cares for all His sheep, but the ONE LOST becomes the object 

of His special attention as He leaves the 99 to search.
-	 The 99 are typical of the righteous, which the Pharisees and Scribes 

believed themselves to be. 

•	 He bore it upon his shoulders —15:5
•	 He called for a celebration —15:6

-	 “I have found my sheep which was lost.” Emphasis: The distress 
of the sheep.

•	 JOY! The joy in heaven is not for those who were never 
lost, but for the lost who are found, for the “one sinner that 
repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just persons, which 
need no repentance” —15:7
-	 Now those Pharisees and Scribes had not the inkling of an idea that 

they needed to repent [18:9–14].

(2)	 The parable of the lost coin 		  —15:8–10
•	 The early church “fathers” thought that the woman here repre-

sented GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT, as the Shepherd represented 
the Son, and the father represented God the Father.

•	 The coin was lost by the woman — it was inanimate and could 
not help being lost —15:8a

•	 The coin was her lost property. She valued the one coin and 
searched her house until she found it —15:8b. 

•	 JOY again! “I have found the piece which I had lost.” Em-
phasis: The distress of the woman. 

•	 Moral to the Pharisees and Scribes (in effect): “You turn away 
from these lost ones, and because I do not do the same, you 
murmur about me.”
-	 Question: Which is of the most value, a drachma, worth 15¢ to 

17¢, or a human soul?

(3)	 The lost son 			   —15:11–32
(Or sons) … The parable of the two sons (both lost) 
•	 The father = The HEAVENLY FATHER

-1.	 The Wayward son 	 —15:11–24
•	 Speaking of (Publicans and sinners) 
A.	 He went to a far country. —15:13 

•	 He went outside of Israel. 
•	 He went away from the God and His Law. 
•	 He deliberately went astray — it was a willful choice, 

because he desired to: 
-	 Get away from restraints 
-	 Be independent 
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-	 “Sow his wild oats” 

B.	 Waste  —15:13b–14a 

C.	 Famine —15:14b 

D.	 Swine —15:15–16 
•	 No self-respecting Jew would feed swine. They would not 

even call a pig by name, but called it “the other thing.” 
•	 His desire was to eat of hog food —15:16 

E.	 Repentance —15:17–19 
•	 But, “he came to himself” [He repented ] —15:17–19 

-	 He never did finish his confession. (15:21–22) 

F.	 Return —15:20–21 
•	 The waiting father 

G.	 Rejoicing and restoration —15:22–24 
•	 JOY — 15:22–24 
•	 Note, there was no more inheritance for him, he had 

wasted that. However, he was restored to fellowship with 
his father. That is the most important (15:31b) 

-2.	 The perverse son 		              —15:25–30 
•	 He represents the Pharisees and Scribes. 
•	 The Pharisees and Scribes, were like the “son at home” 

but were still prodigal. 
-	 They resented the joyous reconciliation between the Father 

and the sinner. Cf. 15:2 

•	 He was angry — quite similar to that of the Pharisees 
and Scribes seen earlier —15:25–28a 
-	 He would not go in — “I won’t associate with those people!” 

He regarded his wayward brother as a sinner. 

•	 The father pled with him —15:28b 
•	 His words showed self-righteousness —15:29–30 

-	 The typical attitude of these is seen in the Pharisee’s “prayer” 
of 18:11–12. 

•	 He had served the father —15:29 
-	 Did he serve the father because he loved him? Was it but a 

duty? 
-	 Also, “neither transgressed I at any time thy commandments” 

—The Pharisees and Scribes thought they too had obeyed 
the Laws of the Father. 

•	 As soon as this thy son is come —15:30 

-3.	 The father’s reason 		              —15:31–32 
•	 Thou art ever with me 
•	 All that I have is thine 
•	 It was meet that we should make merry and be glad.  

-	 This thy brother was dead and is alive again 
-	 … was lost and is found 
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(4)	 Instruction on Various Subjects 	   —16:1 – 18:34

•	 Luke 16: 
—	This was spoken to the disciples — though the audience mentioned 
in Luke 15 was still there. Notice that this chapter begins with “And 
He said also unto His disciples” —16:1. 
•		  This must be viewed in light of the context (chapter 15 and 

before) and then we must apply it. 

1.	 The parable of the unjust steward 	            —16:1–8
(1)	 A certain rich man had a steward 	      —16:1a 

•	 It was “a certain rich man” (a true story) —  
•	 A steward — See Luke 12:42.  

-	 A steward was a household or business manager. He was entrusted 
with the possessions of the owner. He could buy, sell, and negotiate. 
He was to get gain for the owner. 

-	 The steward in Luke 12:42–48 is considered in light of his master’s 
return.

-	 The steward here is considered in light of his faithfulness with his 
master’s money, and in his shrewdness. The master was present to 
witness his stewardship. 

(2)	 The steward was accused of unfaithfulness        —16:1b–2 
•	 This fellow was accused of wasting the master’s goods. 

(3)	 He called him to “give account of thy stewardship” 			
—16:2b
•	 He will give account, just as all stewards give account. See 

Rom. 14:12; I Cor. 5:10; I Pet. 4:5; Eccl. 11:9. His day of 
reckoning has come!

(4)	 The musings  of the steward 		           —16:3–4 
•	 He cannot dig (do physical work) —Maybe he is not well or 

maybe not strong. Maybe he does not know how to dig. 
•	 He is ashamed to beg (after all, he has been the steward of a 

rich man). 
•	 His purpose (v. 4): “… they may receive me into their 

houses” 
-	 PLEASE KEEP THIS PURPOSE IN MIND AS YOU 

CONTINUE WITH THIS CHAPTER.
(5)	 The method of the steward 		           —16:5–7 

•	 Remember, he was the manager and had a right to do what 
he did here. Though, it was not just. 

•	 The first debtor, 100 measures of oil changed to 50. [One 
measure = about 9 gallons.] —16:5b–6

•	 The second debtor, 100 measures of wheat changed to 80 
[One measure of wheat = about 10.8 gallons] 

(6)	 The commendation of the steward 	          —16:8 
•	 Who commended the “unjust steward”? Not the Lord Jesus 

Christ, but his lord. 
•	 Why did he commend him? For doing justly? No, for doing 

wisely. 

Luke 16:1–18 — Jesus now gives us the story of 
the Unjust Steward. What does it mean? What 
applications does Jesus give and how do they 
relate to our life? 
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•	 The “unjust steward” was not faithful, as we are to be. He 
was just “sharp.” (Verse 9 gives the moral of the story.)

•	 However, the unjust steward looked into the future, something 
that Christians often fail to do —16:8b 

2.	 A lesson on stewardship 		           —16:9–12 
—	The visible heavenly reward for using our money to win the lost. 

•	 The moral of the story of 16:1–8: “… that, when ye fail, they may 
receive you into everlasting habitations.” —16:9 
-	 This speaks of “heaven’s welcoming committee.” We “make 

friends” with the mammon of unrighteousness. It will be a very 
special reunion. 

•	 Christians should not hang on to their money until they are dead. 
They must invest it for eternity in reaching the lost. Make friends 
by means of it, then when it fails, and it will surely fail, the friends 
that you made will greet you in the everlasting habitations—heaven. 
What a welcome that will be!!! 
[How will that welcoming committee know? We will let God take care of 
that!] [Do your givin’ while you’re livin’, then you’ll be knowin’ where 
it’s a goin’.” ]

(1) Consider what we do in missions (There will be those in 
heaven to “receive” us!) 

(2)	 Consider the one who supports a Church or an evange-
list. 

•	 Further applications of the story of the unjust steward. 
—	Speaking of being rewarded for faithfulness — 
(1)	 Faithful in little — faithful in much 	 —16:10 
(2)	 Faithful in unrighteous money — in the “true riches” 	

—16:11 
-	 See I Cor. 4:1–2, faithful in “the mysteries of God” 

(3)	 Faithful in that which is another’s — you may receive that 
which is your own 	—16:12 

—	Good stewardship is a matter of character more than anything 
else. 

3.	 “Ye cannot serve God and mammon” 		  —16:13 
•	 Another application of the story of 16:1–8 

-	 The steward was a slave. A slave belonged to his master. He 
had no spare time for a second job. Notice, it says, “No servant 
(oiketes — household slave) can serve two masters (kuriois — a 
lord or master)” [See Matt. 6:24 for the same saying.] 

-	 One cannot be a household servant, a steward, of two owners. 
Christ is our Lord and Master. We can only serve Him. We can-
not serve mammon (money) and Christ! 

•	 We cannot serve God and mammon, but we can serve God with 
Mammon. —16:9 
-	 It is the love of money which is the root of all evil (I Tim. 6:10). 

Money in itself is not evil. But we may use it for evil purposes 
—AND we may use it for good. 
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4.	 His answer to the derision of the covetous Pharisees 		
					             —16:14–18
•	 Their character: They were covetous. 
•	 They derided Him (or they sneered). 

-	 His 3 parables of Luke 15 brought only derision from them. 

•	 Their mental and spiritual condition: 
-	 They believed that their riches were evidence of God’s approval. 
-	 They thought that they were serving God. 
-	 However, they were serving mammon. And He told them that they could 

not serve God AND mammon. 

•	 His response to their derision (16:15): 
-	 They cleverly concealed their greed (covetousness) before men. 
-	 But God looks at the heart (Prov. 21:2). 
-	 Their self-righteousness was an abomination to God.

•	 And — The Law and the Prophets and the Kingdom (16:16):
-	 The Law and the Prophets (Old Testament) were until John (the Baptist) 

—See Matt. 11:12 
-	 Since that time the Kingdom is preached —Matt.  4:23 and  Every man 

presseth into it. (See Luke 15:1) —3:1–2 
[This is that to which the Pharisees were objecting —15:2.] 

•	 The permanence of the Law —16:17–18
-	 Not one “tittle” will fail (16:17). Notice Matt. 5:18. 

[The tittle is a very small extension or protrusion on several of the He-
brew letters to distinguish these letters from others which are similar. 
The Point is, every little part of the Word of God is forever settled in 
heaven (Ps. 119:89), and preserved on earth.]

-	 Now, a specific example of the Law which the Pharisees were 
disobeying. —16:18 
—	It was the law of divorce. See Mt. 5:31–32; 19:3–12. 
[There were at least 3 different interpretations concerning divorce held 
by the Pharisees of that day. (1) The school of Rabbi Shammai said that 
adultery alone was grounds for divorce, while (2) the school of Hillel 
said that if she spoiled a dish of food, spun in the street, talked to a 
strange man, or spoke disrespectfully of her husband’s relatives in his 
hearing, and yet another (3) Rabbi Akiba said that a man could divorce 
his wife if he found a women who was fairer than she. Things were bad 
for marriage in Jesus’ day, for they followed the idea of Hillel.] 

•	 How does one serve God rather than money? He has a high regard 
for God’s eternal Word —16:16–18 

5.	 The story of Lazarus and the rich man              —16:19–31
•	 This story illustrates what the Lord said in 16:9. The rich man 

might have had Lazarus to welcome him in heaven, but he loved 
his money and high living. 

(1)	 The Rich man 			   —16:19 
•	 He was well clothed —In purple and fine linen. 
•	 He “fared sumptuously every day” —He lived “high on the 

hog”! 

Luke 16:19–31 — How does the story of Lazarus 
and the rich man further illustrate the point of 
the Unjust Steward (16:9)? 
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(2)	 Lazarus —the beggar 		  —16:20–21 
•	 Laid at the rich man’s gate —giving him opportunity to 

show mercy to Lazarus —16:20a 
•	 He was full of sores —showing he had a great need 

—16:20b 
•	 Lazarus desired to be fed “with the crumbs” from the rich 

man’s table —16:21a 
•	 The dogs licked his sores —only the animals showed him 

mercy —16:21b 
(3)	 Death 				    —16:22–23 

•	 Lazarus was carried by the angels into Abraham’s bosom 
—16:22a 
-	 Notice, it does not say that he was buried —no funeral. He was 

probably carried out to the Valley of Gehenna where the trash 
was thrown and burned. 

-	 Why did he go to Abraham’s bosom? Because he was a child of 
Abraham by faith. He had been justified. 
—	Rom. 3:24—4:3, 9–12, 16 
—	See Luke 19:9. 

-	 Abraham welcomed Lazarus. Lazarus had nothing: Nothing to 
live and nothing to give. He could not make friends, as seen in 
16:9. 

•	 The Rich man died “and was buried” —They had a funeral 
for him —v. 22b 

•	 “And in hell ….” 
-	 Hell has two “compartments” or phases: 

-1.	 Hades — This is the place of the unsaved between death 
and the lake of fire. There is also fire in Hades. 

-2.	 The Lake of fire (Rev. 20:10–15) 
-	 He went to hell! [This is “Hades.”] 
-	 Why did he go to hell? Was it because he was rich? Was it 

because he did not show mercy? HE WAS NOT A CHILD OF 
ABRAHAM BY FAITH. HE WAS NOT SAVED! 

-	 The rich man had not one friend to welcome him. 
•	 He had failed to use his money properly. 
•	 He served money rather than God —16:19. 

-	 He could see Paradise where Lazarus was. 
—	Paradise has been emptied (Eph. 4:8–10). 
—	But Hades will not be emptied until the Great White Throne 

Judgment (Rev. 20:13–14). 

(4)	 A cry for mercy 			   —16:24–26 
•	 He was in real torment —16:24 

-	 There is conscious existence in hell. 
•	 Call for Lazarus to serve him … —16:24 

-	 The rich man was the beggar, and Lazarus was the rich man 
now! 

•	 He had been comforted in life (Luke 6:24), while Lazarus 
did not even have comfort from him —16:25

•	 Now Lazarus is comforted. 
•	 There is no second chance. 

-	 Man cannot alter his eternal destiny after this life ends: “between 
us and you there is a great gulf fixed” —It cannot be crossed! 
—16:26 
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(5)	A preacher in hell 		  —16:27–31 
•	 Great concern for his brothers —16:27–28 

-	 If men could come back from hell they would preach the Gospel 
to mankind. 

•	 The witness that God has given them —16:29–31
-	 They have Moses and the Prophets —16:29 
-	 “if one went to them from the dead,” he said. 

—	One has come back from the dead —That One was the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Men don’t believe Him! 

-	 If people won’t listen to the Word of God, they will not be per-
suaded by someone from the dead! 

•	 Luke 17: 
—	This is also addressed to the disciples, and notice that it directly 
follows his story of the rich man and Lazarus: “Then” —v. 1. 
—	 Take note: Four subjects are spoken of in 17:1–10, and four distinct 

personal characteristics are required of the believer: 
(1)	 Offending children —17:1–2 
(2)	 Forgiving —17:3–4 
(3)	 Increase of faith —17:5–6 
(4)	 The unprofitable servants —17:7–10  

6.	 Instructions 				             —17:1–10 

(1)	On offending 			   —17:1–2 
•	 Required is care and consideration lest we offend. 
•	 To offend is to cause one to stumble. 

-	 Offenses are inevitable —17:1a
-	 Woe unto him through whom they come —17:1b
-	 Don’t lay snares for others to trap them into sin. 

A man once told me, “It takes a lot of Christians to make up for 
a man like that.” He was referring to a man who had come into 
our community to start some sort of a ministry, but who had been 
dishonest and generally offensive and difficult. 

-	 See Rom. 12:17; 14:15, 19; I Cor. 8:13; I Thess. 5:22. 
•	 Causing a little one to stumble —17:2

-	 What would be better for him? 
-	 Consider the influence adults have on little children. 

(2)	 On forgiveness 			   —17:3–4 
•	 Required is a forgiving spirit, or a readiness to forgive. 
•	 With 17:3, compare Lev. 19:17–18. 
•	 Notice, “Take heed to yourselves” —17:3a–4 

-	 We are to watch ourselves. In what way (or when)? 
•	 Concerning our spirit of forgiveness? 
•	 When we rebuke? 
•	 When one sins repeatedly (7 times)? —17:4 

•	 Steps: 
-1.	 First, “rebuke him” —17:3 

-The Greek word for “rebuke” means “to award honor or blame.” 
Here it is in the bad sense (“to award blame”). 

Luke 17:1–19 — Following His teaching on eternal 
values Jesus gives us four required personal 
characteristics and a powerful illustration. What 
are they and how do they relate to our lives?
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-	 This is to be done in a spirit of forgiveness. Also, we are to go 
to the offender, not another to discuss his offense! 

-	 A quote from H. A. Ironside: 
If you are wise you’ll advertise,

And here are the points essential:
First tell your business to a friend,

Then say, “It’s strictly confidential!” 
-	 This little rhyme shows how word gets around if we go to the 

wrong person when we are offended. 

-2.	 If he repents, “forgive him” —17:3 
-	 Cf. Eph. 4:32. 
-	 Notice, there is a condition here: “If he repents.” A good ex-

ample is Joseph. He did not reconcile with his brothers until 
he had tested them and seen whether or not there was a spirit 
of repentance in them. See Gen. 43–45. 
—	 Joseph is a good illustration of seeking signs of repentance 

(Gen. 43 – 45). Notice the various tests he imposed upon 
his brothers and determine his purpose in each test.  

-	 If he repents 7 times in a day, forgive him. This is an impossible 
figure, or at least very unlikely. 
—	 This means that we must be quick to forgive! 
—	 It requires grace to forgive in this manner. God’s grace is 

equal to our sin (Rom. 5:20).  
—	 Restoration must always be the goal —cf. Gal. 6:1.  

‘Tis not enough to say,  
“I’m sorry and repent.”  

And then go on from day to day  
Just as we always went.  

Repentance is to leave  
The sins we loved before, 

And show that we in earnest grieve 
By doing them no more. 

(3)	 On faith 				    —17:5–6  
•	 Required: Faith. 
•	 “If ye …”  —17:6a 

-	 Greek, condition of the first class; assumed to be true. 
—	 “The condition determined as fulfilled.” 

-	 Speaking of faith that grows like a mustard seed (v. 6). Emphasis is 
on the vitality of faith rather than on its quantity. Faith is more like 
a living seed than it is like a measurable item. We do not measure 
it in pounds or bushels. Faith grows! It is alive! 

•	 What may result? —17:6 
•	 See Matt. 17:20–21 for a similar quote. And notice the occa-

sion. 
-	 Mark 9:23 which speaks of the same occasion. 
-	 Also see Matt. 21:21–22. 

(4)	 On duty and beyond duty 		  —17:7–10 
•	 This deals with doing our duty and more (or “going be-

yond”). 
•	 This speaks about being a servant (bondslave). 

-	 A faithful bondslave puts his master’s needs above his own.  
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•	 Required: A willing spirit — willing to do more than one’s 
duty. Also required is submission in humbleness. 

•	 We can never put God in our debt. When we have done our 
best we have only done our duty. 

•	 Our duty is to obey His orders! —17:10 
-	 What orders has He given? —17:1–6 (and more) 
Do we OBEY?? 
-	 It may be possible to satisfy the claims of law, of obligation, but 

every one who loves knows that it is not possible to satisfy the 
claims of love! 

7.	 The ten lepers healed 			          —17:11–19 
-	 Compare Lev. 13:45–46 with Luke 17:12. 
-	 Compare Lev. 14:2 with Luke 17:14. 

•	 This incident is found only in Luke. 
-	 There were evidently 9 Jews and a Samaritan. This shows in part the 

ungratefulness of His people Israel. 

•	 He was on his way to Jerusalem — This was His final trip to the 
Passover, and His crucifixion —17:11 
-	 He passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee: 

—	Galilee was His home. 
—	Samaria was between Judæa and Galilee. Jews did not pass that way 

(See John 4:9). 

•	 The ten lepers —17:12–13 
-	 They stood afar off —17:12 
-	 They cried: “Master” —17:13 

—	Master = Grk. epistes — denotes a chief, a commander, overseer, 
master. It is used by the disciples in addressing the Lord, in recog-
nition of His authority rather than His instruction. Occurs only in 
Luke (5:5; 8:24, 45; 9:33, 49; 17:13). 

-	 “have mercy on us” — They wanted His mercy. 

•	 “Go shew yourselves unto the Priests” —17:14 
-	 They were to show themselves to the Priests —Cf. Lev. 14:2–57. 

—	See Matt. 8:4. It was to be a testimony to the Priest. In another heal-
ing of a leper, recorded in Mark 1:44–45, the one leper disobeyed 
and began to spread the news abroad. As a result the Priests did not 
receive the intended testimony, but instead, Jesus was so thronged 
that He could not openly enter the city but went to the desert. 

-	 They were cleansed as they went — in obeying they received the heal-
ing. He has mentioned obeying in 17:10. This illustrates it further. 

•	 One thankful man returned —17:15–16 
-	 He glorified God —17:15 
-	 He fell down at Jesus feet and gave Him thanks —17:16 

—	HE WAS A SAMARITAN —The 9 Jewish men evidently went to 
show themselves to the priests. The other man there, the thankful 
one, was a Samaritan. As such, he could not go to the Priest. 
[Misery breaks down the walls between people (as with tragedies, 
where all sorts of people get involved and help)] 
In Lk. 10:33 the Samaritan is seen to be merciful (above the Priests 
and Levites). Here another Samaritan is seen to be thankful above 
the other lepers (presumably the rest were Jews, for he is called “this 
stranger” or “alien” —17:18). 

•	 Where are the nine —17:17–19 
-	 They all came with the same earnestness. Jesus responded to the cry of 

all of them. 
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-	 None of the others gave glory to God —17:18 
-	 “thy faith hath made thee whole” —17:19 

—	“whole,” Gr. sózo, “to save, keep safe and sound, to rescue from 
danger or destruction.” It is used for spiritual and eternal salvation, 
the salvation of one’s soul. 

—	He is completely whole. The first touch was physical. Now he is 
entirely whole! That one man was saved by faith. 

8.	 The Kingdom of God and the revelation of the Son of Man 	
					           —17:20–37 
(1)	The demand of the Pharisees 	 —17:20–21 

•	 When the Kingdom of God should come …
-	 The Jews (Pharisees) knew that God had promised to restore 

the kingdom to Israel. II Sam. 7:10–16 records that promise 
made to David (see also I Chron. 17:4–15). 

-	 The same promise is seen in Isa. 11:1–10; Jer. 23:3–8; 
33:15–16; Ezek. 37:24–25; and Zech. 14:9. 

-	 It was promised by the Angel Gabriel in Luke 1:32–33. And 
in Acts 1:6 the disciples inquired about it. 

-	 The problem lay in their concept of the Kingdom. They 
looked for the earthly reign of their Messiah. They thought 
He would come with the armies of heaven and destroy the 
power of Rome. The Messiah will reign on the earth, but 
something has to take place first. His plan is far greater than 
they could conceive: 
•1.	 Israel had failed a number of times. To bring in another 

kingdom with a human, earthly government such as He 
had done previously would only court more failure. 

•2.	 Roman power over them was another phase in God’s 
judgment. God established Roman power over Israel, 
as he established that of Babylon, Media-Persia, and 
Greece. 

•3.	 His program did not only consist of the redemption 
of Israel from Roman dominion, it is to redeem ALL 
mankind from the power of sin. 

•4.	 The program of God is found in Acts 15:14–18. Cf. Acts 
1:6–8 also. 

•	 Christ’s answer (twofold) —17:20–21 
-1.	 It does not come with “observation” —17:20 

•	 That is, there will be no outward show that men can see.  
•	 Cf. John 18:36 — His Kingdom is of God, and is not earthly. 

Man cannot gain it by fighting for it. 

-2.	 It is “within” (Gr. entos, “in the midst”) … 
•	 No one could say, “Lo here! Or, lo there,” for it is within you. 

[Certainly it was not within the unbelieving Pharisees who 
were making such a demand.] 

•	  The Kingdom was “within” them as a group in the Person of 
the King. 
-	 Matt. 16:28 and 17:1–8 —17:1 begins with “And,” showing 

it to be in the same physical context. 
-	 The King was standing in their midst at that moment, but 

they were not ready to accept Him. 
-	 John 3:3, 5 — how one enters the Kingdom of God. 

Luke 17:20–37 — What details of the Kingdom of 
God are given here and how must we be ready 
for its coming? 
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(2)	 He speaks to His disciples about the external manifestation of 
His Kingdom 			   —17:22–37 

-1.	 The program for the Son of Man (Christ) —17:22–25 
•	 They will desire (as we do) to see His coming —17:22–

23
-	 Don’t follow every rumor (cf. Matt. 24:23–26) —17:23 

•	 His return shall be speedy and worldwide —17:24 
-	 See Matt. 24:27  

•	 But first, the King will be rejected —17:25 
-	 This statement fixes the time of this future event. 

-2.	 It will be when men least suspect it 	 —17:26–32 
•	 The days of Noah —17:26–27 

-	 Cf. Matt. 24:37–39. 
-	 It is not wrong to eat, to drink, and to marry. [It is doubtful 
that drunkenness was a factor until after the flood (see Gen. 
9:20–24). It is probable that following the flood the wine be-
gan to ferment much more rapidly, and that Noah was taken 
completely by surprise.] 

-	 Their problem: They were carrying on life as usual, though 
they had Noah as a preacher to warn them, and the flood took 
them by surprise. They did not believe that “fanatical” Noah 
anyway! 

-	 The lesson: His coming will be sudden and unexpected. 
•	 The days of Lot —17:28–29 

-	 The people carried on as usual: eating, drinking, buying, sell-
ing, planting, and building —none of these things are wrong 
in themselves —17:28 

-	 Their problem: Ignoring God. Carrying on in their sin (though 
their sin is not specifically mentioned here). [Remember, the 
angels only warned Lot, not the citizens of Sodom.] —17:29 

-	 The lesson: His coming will be sudden, unexpected, and 
final. 

•	 So shall it be when the Son of Man is revealed —17:30–
31 
-	 So shall it be (sudden and unexpected) —17:30 
-	 Be prepared for it! —17:31 

—	Don’t come down (to get the things that you value) to take 
it away. 

-	 Cf. Matt. 24:17–18 
•	 Warning against looking back: “Remember Lot’s wife” 

—17:32 
-	 Cf. Gen. 19:26 (She looked back longingly.) 
-	 Love not the world (I John 2:15–16). 

-3.	 Saving one’s life by losing it 	 —17:33 
•	 Consider this in light of Lot’s wife (17:32).

•1.	 She looked back, evidently it was difficult for her to 
leave that world of Sodom and its pleasures. 

•2.	 Halfhearted Christians do not realize that their treasure 
is in heaven — this earth holds nothing.
-	 Matt. 16:24–26; Mark 8:34–38; Luke 9:23–26  
-	 Mark 10:28–31 
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-4.	 God’s separation in His coming 	 —17:34–36 
•	 Cf. Matt. 24:40–41, and the conclusion is given in Matt. 

24:42–44 (“Watch, therefore …”) 
•	 Two men in one bed —17:34 

-	 Speaks of sleeping (night) – one is taken 
•	 Two women grinding together —17:35 

-	 Speaks of working (day) – one is taken 
•	 Two men in the field —17:36 

-	 Speaks of working (day) – one is taken 

-5.	 When there is moral corruption there must be divine judg-
ment 	 —17:37 
•	 Cf. Matt. 24:28 —
•	 Some say this refers to Armageddon (Cf. Rev. 19:17–18, 

21).  

•	 Luke 18: 

9.	 Parable of the persistent widow 		           —18:1–8 
—	“faint,” Gr. ekkakéo, “to be utterly spiritless, to be wearied out, ex-

hausted.” 

(1)	 This parable illustrates the need for persistent, unwavering 
continuance in prayer. 
•	 We must contrast the widow with the “elect” and the unjust 

judge with the just God.
(2)	 When she says “avenge me,” she is speaking of legal protection, 

of justice. 
(3) We do not see that there will be improved conditions on the earth 

at His coming —18:8

10.	 The prayers of the Pharisee and the Publican  —18:9–14
—	The Pharisee lived before men, showing through outward acts his religion, 

but he had nothing inside. See I Sam. 16:7. 

(1) “God be merciful to me” 
•	 He asked that God have mercy toward him — mercy as shown 

in the Seat of Propitiation in the Tabernacle (the Mercy Seat). 
This is a recognition of the substitutionary sacrifice.

(2)	 “a sinner” — 
•	 He recognized what he was. 
•	 The Pharisee did not (Rom. 3:10–18, 23] See Luke 5:32

(3)	 “justified” (v. 14a) — 
•	 This means declared righteous, not made righteous. 

11.	 Jesus and children 			         —18:15–17
(1) To what characteristics of the child does He refer? 

•	 To their simple, childlike FAITH.
(2)	 Instead of children becoming like the adults who would forbid 

them to come, these forbidding adults must come as children.

Luke 18 — In this chapter Jesus gives us lessons 
on faith. What are they and how do they apply 
to our lives today? 
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12.	 The rich young ruler 			         —18:18–27 
(1) “What must I do to inherit eternal life?”	 —18:18–19

•	 Notice Christ’s response —18:19 
-	 What Jesus said called for a confession that He is God? 
-	 The statement should have aroused the young man to consider the 

Savior’s moral character and confess Him. 

(2)	 He quoted some of the commandments. 	 —18:20 
•	 He presented precepts dealing with man’s relationships to 

others. 
-	 This is the “love thy neighbor as thyself” side of the Decalogue. 
-	 It includes 7th, 6th, 8th, 9th, 5th commandments in Jesus’ order 

here. 
•	 Then, instead of asking the young man about his love for 

God. 
-	 The “thou shalt love thy God” part of the Decalogue. 

•	 Jesus tested his love and also uncovered the young man’s idol, 
which was mammon (money). 

(3)	 What did the young ruler lack? 		 —18:21–22 
•	 He could not serve God and money – his heart was truly taken 

with his treasure, not with God. 
-	 See 12:33–34; and Matt. 6:33. 

•	 Luke 14:33 —He was not willing to forsake all he had to 
become Christ’s disciple. 

(4)	 His sorrow at Jesus’ words showed his spiritual condition 		
					     —18:23 
•	 In coming to Christ, one must see his sin as an offense against 

God and man and then he must see who Christ is.

(5)	 The camel and the needle’s eye 		 —18:24–27 
•	 “hardly,” meaning “with difficulty” —18:24 

-	 Jesus had seen that the man was very sorrowful. Why? Because he 
was taken by his treasure. 

•	 He meant that it is humanly impossible. 
•	 But, all things are possible with God. 

-	 We saw the rich man’s problem above. 
-	 He must turn to God from idols to serve the living and true God (I 

Thess. 1:9).  

13.	 Peter’s confession of self-denial 	       —18:28–30 
•	 This continues the thought of 18:18–27.  
(1)	 “We have left all, and followed thee” 	 —18:28 

•	 Think of this first in view of 18:24–25. 
•	 “What shall we have therefore?” —Matt. 19:27 
-	 Read. 19:27–30, and 20:10, 16. Cf. Mark 10:28–31 also. 

(2)	 Such sacrifice is not ignored by the Lord	 —18:29–30 
•	 He shall receive manifold more in this present time. 

-	 Matt. 19:29, “… shall receive an hundredfold ….” 
•	 He shall receive life everlasting in the world to come. 

-	 Salvation by works? No! Compare 18:24–25. 
-	 The fact that they left all is an example of their faith. 
-	 The young man of 18:18–27 did not repent and believe. 
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14.	 He tells His disciples of His coming death     —18:31–34 
•	 He had announced His death earlier: 
(1) Luke 9:22 (cf. Mt. 16:21); 
(2) Luke 9:43–45 (Mt. 17:22–23). 

•	 Each time He mentioned his death He became more explicit 
about it. He is quite clear in this passage. He was speaking to His 
disciples: 

(1)	 It will be a fulfillment of “all things that are written by the 
prophets” concerning Him 		  —18:31 
•	 He was living in accordance with the O.T. predictions. 
•	 He will fulfill them all [Cf. Matt. 5:17–18]. 

(2)	 He tells clearly what will take place 	 —18:32–34  
•	 He would be delivered unto the Gentiles —18:32a 

-	 The Romans: Pilate (Luke 23:1; Matt. 27:1–2), and Herod (Luke 
23:6–12). 

•	 They will mock Him, spitefully treat, and spit upon Him. 
—18:32b 
-	 Luke 23:11; Matt. 27:27–29 

•	 They will scourge Him —18:33a 
-	 Luke 23:16; Matt. 27:26 

•	 They will put Him to death —18:33b 
-	 Luke 23:26–46 

•	 He will rise on the third day —18:33c 
-	 See Luke 24:6–7, where they recall the words of Luke 18:31–34. 

(3)	They did not understand him, even though He had been 
clear. 				    —18:34 
[Matthew and Mark do not include this.] 

•	 The disciples understood none of those things —18:34a 
•	 The saying was hid from them —18:34b 

•	 They did not know the things which were spoken —18:34c 

(5)	 Visit at Jericho	   	              —18:35 – 19:27

1.	 Healing of the blind man near Jericho 	 —18:35–43 
(1)	A contradiction is supposed (Refer to notes in Matthew 20:29-34 

for explanation of this "contradiction."): 
•	 Luke speaks of one blind man —18:35 

-	 This was “as He was come nigh unto Jericho” 

•	 Matthew speaks of two blind men —Mt. 20:29–34 
-	 This was “as they departed from Jericho” —20:29 

•	 Mark speaks of one, blind Bartimaeus —Mark. 10:46–52 
-	 This is “as he went out of Jericho” —10:46 
-	 Mark probably gives the same account as Matthew. He names the 

man. Notice that a similar difference in details can be seen with 
regard to the devil possessed man in Gadara. 

(2)	 He was a blind beggar 		  —18:36–37 
•	 He could hear the procession, but could not see it 
•	 He inquired what it meant — Lit., “what might be this?” 
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•	 They said, “Jesus of Nazareth passeth by.” —18:37 
-	 We have not seen the term “Jesus of Nazareth” since 4:34 (that is 

how He was confessed by devils), and we will not see the term 
again until 24:19. 

(3)	 His confession: “Jesus, thou son of David” —18:38–39 
•	 This recognizes His Messiahship – He is King!  

-	 Matthew emphasizes Him as the King, see Mt. 1:1. 
•	 He evidently believed that Christ could heal him (see 

18:41). 
•	 He persisted, despite the rebukes of the crowd (that is, “Those 

who went before.”) 
(4)	 Jesus commanded to bring the man and He healed him 		

					     —18:40–42 
•	 Though the people rebuked, Jesus showed mercy. 
•	 Christ asked, “What wilt thou that I shall do unto thee?” 
•	 “Lord, that I may receive my sight.” —He had faith that Christ 

could heal him. 
•	 “Receive thy sight” —18:42a 
•	 “Thy faith hath saved thee” —18:42b 

-	 He came to seek and to save that which was lost, see 19:10  

(5)	 The man glorified God 		  —18:43 
•	 He followed Jesus, glorifying God. 
•	 This caused all the people to give praise to God also. 

•	 Luke 19: 

2.	 Zacchaeus 				               —19:1–10 
(1)	 Jesus entered and passed through Jericho 	 —19:1 

(2)	 Zacchaeus —19:2–4 
•	 The chief among the Publicans —19:2a 
•	 He was rich —19:2b 
•	 He sought to see Jesus but could not —19:3 
•	 He ran before Jesus and climbed a Sycamore tree —19:4 

(3)	 Salvation 	 —19:5–9 
•	 He was called by Jesus —19:5 
•	 He received Jesus joyfully —19:6 
•	 They all murmured —19:7 
•	 Evidence of repentance —19:8 
•	 Salvation came to that house —19:9 

-	 How was he saved? (See v. 6)  
-	 Did his restitution do the job? No! 
-	 His confession: “Lord” —19:8 [Contrast 19:39] 
-	 His faith —19:9 

—	Rom. 4:12, “And the father of circumcision to them who are 
not of the circumcision only, but who also walk in the steps 
of that faith of our father Abraham, which he had being yet 
uncircumcised.” 
Gal. 3:7, “Know ye therefore that they which are of faith, the 
same are the children of Abraham.” 

Luke 19:1–10 — How does Jesus demonstrate 
the truth of verse 10 in His dealing with Zac-
chaeus?
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-	 Key verse: Luke 19:10 
—	Romans 5:8, “But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, 

while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” [Only sinners 
qualify for His salvation. The problem that the Pharisees had was 
that they were self-righteous and did not recognize themselves 
to be sinners, and as a result, they did not receive Jesus.] 

3.	 Parable of the Nobleman, his stewards and his rebellious 
subjects 	 —19:11–27 
•	 Why did He speak a Parable at this time? —19:11 

(1)	 Because He was nearing Jerusalem 	 —19:11b 
(2)	 Because they thought that the kingdom of God should imme-

diately appear 			   —19:11c 
•	 They needed to know that He was not going to Jerusalem to 

set up His kingdom, He was going to die. 
•	 They needed to understand all of that prior to His Triumphal 

entry (See 19:28–48).
-	 He would be proclaimed Messiah for a time, then during the week 

to follow would be rejected and crucified. 

•	 The parable of the nobleman pictures what will really take place 
—19:12 
-	 This is probably based upon the true story of Herod Archelaus. Herod 

the Great had arranged for his son Archelaus to succeed him. The Jews 
hated Archelaus and sent a delegation to Rome to complain to Caesar 
about him. 

(1)	 The nobleman went away to receive for himself a kingdom and 
to return 				    —19:12 
•	 The nobleman represents the Lord Jesus Christ. 
•	 He will receive a Kingdom from His Father (not from His 

subjects). 
•	 He will come again and assume the Throne of that King-

dom. 
(2)	 He entrusted his wealth into the hands of his 10 servants 		

					     —19:13 
•	 The nobleman gave each servant 1 pound (19:13, 16). 
•	 Christ has entrusted His own with many things: 

-	 The “mysteries of God” —I Cor. 4:1 
-	 Our abilities. 
-	 Our opportunities. 
-	 The money that he gives us. 
-	 He said, “Occupy till I come” — They are to do business with this 

money until he returns. 

(3)	 His citizens rejected him 		  —19:14 
•	 These are called his “enemies” in v. 27. 
•	 “We will not have this man to reign over us.” 
•	 The men of this world are that way with Christ (cf. Ps. 2:1–3; 

Acts 4:25–29). 
(4)	 When he returned he first called his servants to give account of 

their stewardship 			            —19:15–26 
•	 He had given each 1 pound: 

-	 The first man gained 10 pounds —19:16–17 

Luke 19:11–27 — What truth about our present 
responsibility is given and illustrated in this 
parable? 
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—	He was made ruler over 10 cities. 
-	 The second man gained 5 pounds —19:18–19 

—	He was made ruler over 5 cities. 
-	 The third man gained nothing —19:20–26 

—	Why? He feared the nobleman. And he confessed to knowing 
how the nobleman gained —19:21 

—	The nobleman rebuked him —19:22–23 
—	He lost what he had and it was given to the one who gained 10 

pounds. —19:24 
—	The principle: “… unto every one which hath shall be given” 

[Hath what? Money? No! He has faithfulness! And what shall 
he be given? Here they received cities.] 

-	 The one that has not faithfulness loses what he has. 

(5)	 He then judged those who rejected him 	 —19:27 
•	 At His return, Christ’s enemies will be destroyed. 

•	Note again how this relates to the statement in v. 11. 
-	 He would not be a King who immediately established His 

Kingdom, but would be as this nobleman going on his 
journey. 

-	 That journey would take place before the establishment of 
the Kingdom. 

-	 He will judge all when He returns. [He came the first time 
to save (19:10). He will come again to judge and rule.] 

5.	 Christ’s Ministry in Jerusalem	 —19:28 – 24:53 

(1)	 Triumphal Entry 		 	        —19:28–48

1.	 His Entry into Jerusalem 		  —19:28–40 
•	 The real Triumphal entry is yet to come, for this one led Him to 

the Cross. The next one will be when He comes to assume His 
rightful throne. Cf. Heb. 9:28 

•	 This begins the last week of His ministry, for this event took place 
on Sunday. 
-	 It fulfilled the prophecy of Zechariah 9:9 [See Mt. 21:4–5].  
-	 From near Beth´phage and Bethany He sent His disciples —19:29 
-	 It is not necessary to see a miracle here, as He may well have made 

arrangements ahead of time —19:30–34 
-	 How they received Him is seen in —19:35–38 

•	 The animal —a donkey. Kings did not then ride on horses, but 
on donkeys. Clearly He was presenting Himself to them as their 
King. 

•	 The saddle —the garments of His disciples —19:35 
•	 The way —covered by the people’s garments —19:36 

—	This was an honor done only to a king. 
•	 The multitude of the disciples rejoiced and praised God for the 
mighty works that they had seen —19:37 

•	 “Blessed be the King who cometh in the name of the Lord; peace 
in heaven, and glory in the highest.” (Psalm 118:26) —19:38 

-	 The Pharisees: “Master, rebuke thy disciples.” —19:39 
—	If they ceased the stones would immediately cry out —19:40 
—	Soon a multitude would be crying, “Crucify Him, crucify Him!” 

They did not truly receive Him as their King that day. 

Luke 19:28–48 — What does this passage teach 
us about making Christ King (i.e. Lord) of 
our life?
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•	 They soon would be saying, “We will not have this man to reign 
over us” (cf. 19:14). But He will return, assume His throne and 
judge mankind. 

2.	 Jesus wept over Jerusalem 		  —19:41–44 
•	 The Lament over Jerusalem: 

-	 Why would He weep over a city which had just welcomed Him in such 
a manner? Because they did not really want Him. —19:41 

-	The things which belong to thy peace —19:42 
—	Their peace lay in receiving their King. But they would soon reject 

Him. 
—	Men think their peace lies in armed might or in agreements. But, 

for the Jews at that time it was in receiving their King. 
Impending destruction —19:43–44a 

•	 The destruction of Jerusalem took place in A.D. 70 
-	 That was when the Romans under Titus destroyed the city. 

•	 What did He envisioned that caused Him to weep? 
-	 Reason for destruction —19:44b 

•	 They did not know the day of their visitation. 
-	 Their King visited them on that day. 

•	 They rejected their King, Jesus.  

3.	 Jesus purged the profiteers from the Temple —19:45–48 
(1)	 The second cleansing of the Temple 	 —19:45–46 

•	 The first is recorded in John 2:13–17, “Take these things hence; 
make not my Father’s house an house of merchandise” (John 
2:16). 
-	 Cf. John. 2:17 and Ps. 69:9 

•	 This time: “My house is the house of prayer: but ye have made 
it a den of thieves.” —19:46 
-	 See Isa. 56:7 and Jer. 7:11 

(2)	 Teaching in the Temple 		  —19:47–48 
•	 He taught daily in the Temple —19:47a 
•	 The leaders sought to destroy Him —19:47b 

-	 Their disputes and His answers are recorded in Matt. 21:23 — 
23:36. 

•	 The leaders could do nothing, for people listened to Him 
—19:48 
-	 Cf. Lk. 20:19 and 22:2 — They feared the people! 

(2)	 A day of Controversy	 	     —20:1 – 21:4 

•	 Luke 20: 

1.	 The Chief Priests and Scribes questioned His authority 		
					           —20:1–8 
•	 Authority Challenged: 

-	 By what authority did He cast the men out of the Temple? 
—20:2 
They no doubt considered this to be their own sphere of authority. Also 
(19:47–20:1 —He taught in the Temple daily. They also considered 
that to be their realm.) 

Luke 20 — How does Jesus set forth His true author-
ity with the different religious leaders? 
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-	 His question of 20:4 would have put them on the spot. 
If they admitted that John’s baptism was upon heavenly authority, they 
would necessarily have to allow the same for Jesus’ authority. So, if 
they believed John, they should consequently believe Jesus as a natural 
result, for John spoke of Jesus. 

-	 He refused to answer their question. —20:8 

2.	 The parable of the vineyard and the unfaithful husbandmen 	
					            —20:9–18 
•	 The parable: 

-	 A certain man = God 
-	 vineyard = The people of Israel (Isa. 5:1–7) 
-	 husbandmen = The religious leaders of the nation 
-	 servants = the prophets 
-	 the son = Jesus 
-	 to others (20:16) = To Christian leaders (believers, Jew and Gentile 

alike) 

•	 They understood the parable, and their reaction was “God forbid”! 
—20:16 
-	 That reaction was an admission that they understood. 

—	Thus, they knew Whom they were crucifying. 
—	This parable should have shocked them into thinking and exercising 

care. It didn’t. 
-	 See another instance of their understanding in Matt. 21:45. 

•	 He is the Stone mentioned in Psalm 118:22–23 —20:17–18
•	 Compare 20:18 with 19:10. 

-	 Fall on the Stone and be broken (humbled) —20:18a 
-	 Or let it fall on you (speaking of judgment) and it will grind you to 

powder. —20:18b 
-	 But, the Son of man did not come to judge, but to “ seek and to save 

that which was lost.” —Luke 19:10 

3.	 The attack by Chief Priests and Scribes  	     —20:19–26 
•	 They tried to lay hands on Him. —20:19 

-	 They were stopped by their fear of the people. 
•	 They sent spies to lay hold on His words. —20:20 

-	 The question about tribute money —20:21–26 

(1)	 The effort to lay hands on Him 	 —20:19 
•	 This was because they perceived He had spoken the parable 

of 20:9-18 against them. 
•	 They then began to seek to entrap Him in His words 

—20:20 
(2)	 Their question of the tribute money 	 —20:21–26

•	 The question was asked by the Herodians. They tried to create 
a dilemma for Him. 

•	 Consider the following two facts which follow: 
-1.	 The Jews hated Rome. 

•	 There was a constant state of turmoil and rebellion against 
Roman authority. To have advocated taxes to Caesar would 
have made Him an outcast by the Jews, like the Publicans 
who collected taxes for the Romans, or as the Herodians who 
favored the Herods. 
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-2.	 Though the Jews hated Rome, they hated Christ even 
more. 
•	 They would not have been above reporting His statement to 

the Roman authorities if He had told them to  not pay taxes. 

Note: The fact that the Jews used the Roman coin 
showed that they acknowledged the rule of Rome, for 
a king’s dominion was considered to extend as far as 
his coins were accepted. Another paradox was in the 
fact that they hated the Gentiles, but they still used 
Rome’s coinage  

4.	 Then the Sadduccees questioned Him. 	     —20:27–38 
•	 Their question concerned the resurrection.  

-	 The Sadduccees denied the resurrection —20:27 
-	 Also, history tells us, the Sadduccees only recognized the Pentateuch 

(the books of Moses). 

(1)	 Their question 	 —20:28–33 
•	 “Master, Moses wrote unto us …”  

-	 Their question was from the Pentateuch (Deut. 25:5–10), concerning 
the “law of the levirate”  
—	Their question especially dealt with “levirate” marriage. “Le-

virate” is from the Latin, meaning “husband’s brother.” 
-	 It had to do with marriage and divorce. They presented Him with 

a very complicated scenario. 
-	 As we shall see next, His answer was also from the Pentateuch. 

(2)	 His answer 	 —20:34–38 
-1.	 They did not understand concerning marriage in heaven 		

	 —20:34–36 
•	 The resurrected do not marry. 
•	 Why do the angels not marry? —20:36 

-	 Cf. Mt. 22:30 
-	 Is it because they are sexless? 

Note: Angels are always presented as being males throughout 
the Scriptures. 

•	 Then, notice how Jesus answered the Sadduccees by 
using the Pentateuch. 

-2.	 “He is the God  of the living” 	 —20:37–38 
•	 Moses wrote of the Lord the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 

Jacob. —20:37 
-	 He quoted from Exod. 3:2–6. 
-	 “And when the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God 

called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and said, Moses, 
Moses. And he said, Here am I. And he said, Draw not nigh 
hither: put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon 
thou standest is holy ground. Moreover he said, I am the God 
of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 
God of Jacob. …” (Exodus 3:4–6) 

-	 In this way Jesus showed them how the Pentateuch reveals  
the resurrection —20:37–38 

•	 He is not the God of the dead but of the living —20:38 
-	 He was still “… the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 

God of Jacob,” even though those men had died many years 
before Moses. 
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5.	 They could not question Him further 	    —20:39–40 
•	 Certain Scribes commended Him for His answer —20:39 

-	 Of course, they believed in the resurrection. No doubt He gave them 
some “ammunition” for their further disputes with the Sadduccees. 

•	 They did not dare ask Him any more questions. —20:40 
-	 Cf. Mt. 22:46. 

6.	 He then questioned them 		     —20:41–44 
•	 How can Christ (Messiah) be both David’s Son and David’s Lord? 

—20:44 
-1.	 They were looking for the Messiah. But they did not recognize 

Him. Jesus asked them this question evidently to awaken them 
to the fact of Who He was. 
-	 No doubt they were looking for David’s natural Son, Christ is 

David’s supernatural Son. 

-2.	 They say Christ is David’s Son. Why does David call Him 
Lord in Psalm 110:1. —20:41–43 
-	 Also note this quote in Acts 2:34. 
-	 Rom. 1:3–4: “Concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, which was 

made of the seed of David according to the flesh; And declared to 
be the Son of God with power, according to the Spirit of Holiness, 
by the resurrection from the dead.” 

-3.	 The answer to His question (20:44) lies only in an acceptance 
of the fact of the INCARNATION. 

7.	 He warned His disciples about the Scribes  —20:45–47 
•	 It was in the audience of the people —20:45 
•	 He warned His disciples 20:45 

-	 The warning: Beware of the Scribes —Cf. Matt. 23:1–7 
-	 They skillfully manufactured a religious reputation. 

(1)	 They desire to walk in long robes 	 —20:46 
•	 I don’t know where in the Law long robes might have come 

from. Maybe from the same place as the following: 
•	 “enlarge the borders of their garments” —Matt. 23:5 

-	 Borders —See Num. 15:38–39 and Deut. 22:12. 

(2)	 They love greetings in the markets —
•	 Attention! 

-	 No doubt these were elaborate greetings which called attention to 
their high position. 

(3)	 They love the highest seats in the synagogue  —
•	 Position

(4)	 They love the chief rooms at feasts — 
•	 Position (status)  

(5)	 They devour widow’s houses 
•	 They would take advantage of helpless widows. 

(6)	For a show they make long prayers — 
•	 Show of piety 

-	 They shall receive greater damnation. 
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“damnation” = Gr. krima, judgment — It is the sentence pro-
nounced, a verdict, a condemnation, the decision resulting from 
an investigation. 

•	 Luke 21:  

8.	 The widow’s offering 			          —21:1–4 
•	 See Mark 12:41–44. 
•	 How God regards the gifts of His own. 

-	 Our giving is a stewardship of what we have, and what matters most is 
how much we have left over after we give in “deep poverty” —II Cor. 
8:2  

-	 She gave according to what she had (II Cor. 8:12). Not wealth but 
poverty. Not a part but the whole. 

-	 Here Christ says that she gave more than all of them together. 
—	It does not say that she cast in more than any, but more than all of 

them together! 

(3)	 The Olivet Discourse	        	          —21:5–38

1.	 The destruction of the Temple foretold 	       —21:5–6 
•	 See Matt. 24:1–2; Mark 13. 

•	 The disciples admire the Temple —21:5 
-	 It was adorned with “goodly stones and gifts.” 

—	“goodly” = Serviceable, having to do with size, durability, strength, 
beauty … 

— The word “gifts” refers to dedicated things. 
-	 See John 2:20 

•	 Christ’s announcement —21:6 
-	 It will be cast down (cf. 19:44) 

—	This was performed by the Romans under Titus in A.D. 70. Not one 
stone was left upon another (Matt. 24:2). 

—	The Romans pried them apart for the gold. Thus, their greed fulfilled 
His prediction. They had set the Temple afire, and the gold melted 
and ran into the cracks between the stones. 

2.	 Signs of these times 			         —21:7–24 
•	 Two questions by the disciples —21:7 
(1)	 WHEN? “When shall these things be?” 	 —21:7a 

•	 Luke emphasizes the time, “When …?” 
-	 There is a twofold idea in Christ’s answer here: (1) Refers to the 

destruction of the Temple which took place in 70 A.D., and (2) 
Refers to the Great Tribulation, and the time just prior to His second 
coming in Glory. Notice the following: 

•	 Jesus answers their question in 21:20–24. 
(2)	 WHAT? “What sign will there be when these things shall come 

to pass?” 				    —21:7b 
-1.	 The tribulation just before the siege of Jerusalem —21:8–19 
—	 Then 21:20–24 can be applied to either event, the destruc-

tion of Jerusalem, or the days in the Great Tribulation just 
prior to His coming in Glory. 

Luke 21:1–4 — How does God measure our giv-
ing? 

Luke 21:5–38 — What does Jesus teach us here 
about the end times before the setting up of 
His kingdom? 
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-2.	 The Tribulation days just prior to His second coming 
—21:25–28 
-	 The Budding of the Fig Tree —21:29–32 

•	 Note: Matthew records all 3 questions (24:3). Luke lumps the last 2 
questions into one.  
The questions in Matthew: 
(1)	 When shall these things be? 
(2)	 What shall be the sign of thy coming? 
(3)	 What shall be the sign of the end of the world (in the age 

sense)? 

•	Warnings: 
(1)	 Against deception 	 —21:8 

•	 There were false Messiah’s following His crucifixion, as there 
have been since that time. 

•	 There will be false Messiah’s during the Tribulation. 
(2)	 About wars and commotions 	 —21:9–10 

•	 Wars — Nation shall rise against nation. 
•	 The term, “commotions” refers to instability, a state of disorder 

and confusion. 
•	 But “the end is not by and by,” meaning not immediately.  

(3)	 About distressful things 	 —21:11 
•	 Great earthquakes — Historians Josephus (Jewish) and Taci-

tus (Roman) both report that following the crucifixion were 
earthquakes, crime, and wars. 
“It was a time rich in disasters, horrible with battles, torn with sedi-
tions, savage even in peace itself” (Tacitus). 

•	  These signs have tended to multiply as the centuries have 
gone by. 
There were more earthquakes in the first 30 years of the 20th. Century 
than in all of the 19th. Century, and they are increasing. Maybe it is 
because there are better methods of detection today. 

•	 Famines and pestilences 
•	 Fearful sights and great signs from heaven. 

(4)	 About persecution 	 —21:12–19 
•	 Official persecution for His name’s sake —21:12–15 

-	 Jewish persecution — delivering to the Synagogues
-	 Political persecution — delivering to kings and rulers
-	 It will result in their being a testimony —21:13 
-	 Therefore, He will give them words (“a mouth”) and wisdom to 

speak —21:14–15 
•	 Treachery by family members and friends —21:16 

-	 Parents — brothers — relatives — friends 
-	 They shall cause some to be put to death. 
-	 Communism specializes in this sort of treachery. 

•	 They shall be hated of all men for His sake —21:17 
•	 Not a hair of their head would perish (though some would die 

—21:16), referring to their souls (21:19)  —21:18-19
•	No doubt this has a double reference: To the time prior to the 

destruction of Jerusalem, and to the end times, during the Tribu-
lation when the 144,000 are preaching. 



“Salting the Oats”

©
 P

io
ne

er
 E

du
ca

tio
na

l R
es

ou
rc

es
12

01
7 

Ar
ag

on
 A

ve
, S

t. 
Lo

ui
s,

 M
O

 6
31

38

285
6/15/10

Raising Godly GenerationsLuke

(5)	 About a siege against Jerusalem 	 —21:20–24 
•	 The Romans besieged Jerusalem in 70 A.D. (See Luke 

19:43). 
-	 Cf. Matt. 24:15–28; Mark 13:14–16 
-	 Jerusalem shall be surrounded again (See Zech. 14:2–4; Rev. 

19:11–21). 
•	 The “days of vengeance” —21:22 

-	 It is “the Time of Jacob’s trouble —Jer. 30:7 — 
-	 It is also a time of the judgment of the nations —Zech. 14:3; Rev. 

19:17–21. 
•	 Israel led away captive —21:24 

-	 This took place in A.D. 70. Titus put the Jews in slavery. They 
built the great Colosseum in Rome. They remained scattered for 
centuries. 

-	 The Jews have never been able to get the Gentiles out of Jerusalem. 
But soon this will take place, and THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES 
will come to an end. 

•	 THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES —21:24 
[Notice the State of Jerusalem during the Times of the Gentiles 
—21:24] 

3.	 The Coming of the Son of Man with power —21:25–33 
(1)	 Signs leading up to His Coming in Glory	 —21:25–28 

•	 No doubt this does not refer to 70 A.D., it refers to the end 
times. [Cf. Matt. 24:29] 

•	 For more on these signs, look through the book of the Revela-
tion. —21:25–26 
-	 Signs in the sun, moon and stars (heavenly bodies). —21:25a 
-	 Distress of nations with perplexity —21:25b 
-	 The sea and the waves roaring [hurricanes?]. —21:25c 
-	 What we see today is nothing compared to what will be in that 

day. 
•	 With 21:27 compare Matt. 24:30. 
•	 Jesus Christ is their Redemption, just as He is our Redemption 

(cf. v. 31) —21:28 

(2)	 The BUDDING OF THE FIG TREE 	 —21:29–33 
•	 The Fig Tree represents Israel — 

Note the references to the Fig Tree in the book of Luke: 
-	 Luke 3:9 – “And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees. 

Every tree, therefore, which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn 
down, and cast into the fire.” However, this passage does not 
specify a fig tree. It is assumed to be a fig tree, based upon other 
passages, see my notes on Matt. 3:10-12. Also, see Matt. 7:19 and 
context — it speaks of grapes and figs. 
[In the message by John the Baptist, as he confronted the multitude 
which came to be baptized. Their claim: “We have Abraham as our 
father” (Lk. 3:8)]. 

-	 Luke 13:6–9 —The Parable of the Fig Tree — Judgment against 
Israel delayed. 

•	 The nation did not bear fruit and was cut down in judgment. 
But the Fig Tree will bud, and we believe that it did bud in 
1948 when Israel became a nation again for the first time 
since Nebuchadnezzar carried Zedekiah captive in 586 B.C. 
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The Temple was destroyed at that time. It has not yet been 
built. 

•	 The certainty of His Words —21:33 
-	 This refers to the divine preservation of all Scripture. 
-	 Cf. II Pet. 3:3–9. 

4.	 Warnings to watchfulness 		        —21:34–36 
•	 “Take heed to yourselves” —21:34a 

-	 Always look in the mirror of the Word of God to see ourselves as 
reflected by that Word! This is self examination. 

•	 He charges to readiness for “that day” —21:34b–36 
-	 It shall come as a “snare” (a trap) —21:35 
-	 How may one be counted worthy to escape these things? —21:36 

—	Watch and pray. 
—	Actually, it is only through Jesus Christ (I Cor. 1:30). 

5.	 His teaching in the Temple by day 	      —21:37–38 
•	 He taught in the Temple by day, and abode in the Mount of Olives 

by night. —21:37 
-	 He had no place to lay His head (Matt. 8:20; Luke 9:58). 
-	 The Mount of Olives: For its significance, see Matt. 26:30; Luke 22:39; 

and Zech. 14:4. 

•	 The people came early to hear Him —21:38 

•	 Luke 22:  

(4)	 The Last Supper		 	          —22:1–38

1.	 Chief Priests and Scribes seek to kill Him       —22:1–2 
•	 Unleavened Bread (Passover) drew near —22:1 
•	 They feared the people —22:2 

[Mark 14:1–2 — They did not want an uproar!] 

-	 The people were flocking to Him (see 21:38 and compare 20:19). 
This made the leaders the more cautious. 

-	 It was the leaders who rejected Him. 		  This is true 
today. The denominational leaders do not want the Bible and the Jesus 
of the Bible. They want a twisted Bible and a Jesus who is the figment 
of their twisted imagination. 

2.	 Judas agreed to betray Him 		        —22:3–6 
[Matt. 26:14–15; Mark 14:10–11] 

•	 Satan entered into Judas. Thus Judas was under Satanic influ-
ence. 
-	 Notice Satan’s growing influence over Judas: John 6:70–71; 13:2, 

26–27. 

•	 How many times does Satan appear in Luke? 
(1)	 At the temptation of Jesus in the wilderness (Luke 4). This was a very 

important event, Satan did not dispatch his demons, he took care of 
it personally. The Lord was victorious. 

(2)	 As Satan entered into Judas (22:3). This was also very important, and 
Satan was there personally. It was the betrayal to death. Here again 
the Lord was victorious. 

Luke 22:1–38 — What does Jesus teach us here 
about Himself, ourselves, and how we are to 
minister and serve Him?
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See I Cor. 2:8: Had the political and religious leaders of that 
day known the wisdom of God they would not have crucified 
the Lord of glory. Also had Satan himself known the wisdom of 
God, he would not have incited the leaders to crucify the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Satan is not one of the princes of this world, but his 
minions work to influence the princes of this world. 

(3)	 As Satan would “sift” Peter (22:31). In light of Peter’s position (Mt. 
16:19), his 3 most significant acts following Pentecost [Acts 2:14–40 
(Jew); 8:14–25 (Samaritan); 10:9-48 (Gentile)], this was also a very 
important matter. The Lord did not cast Peter aside, as Satan perhaps 
thought that He might. However, the sifting separated the chaff from 
the wheat in Peter’s life. 

-	 By the way, Satan is not omnipresent. He comes around whenever 
something big is about to take place. 

•	 Judas covenanted with them for money —22:5 
-	 In John 12:4-6 we see his love of money. He was a thief! Cf. I Tim. 

6:10 

3.	 Peter and John make ready the Passover 	      —22:7–13 
•	 Peter and John were sent by the Lord. 

-	 See our notes on Matt. 26:17–19; Mark 14:12–16 for comments about 
this event. 

•	 For an earlier miraculous and/or prearranged errand for His dis-
ciples, see Luke 19:28–34. 
-	 It was probably prearrangement AND omniscience. The timing of the 

man with the pitcher attests to His omniscience. 
-	 Also Matt. 21:1–7; Mark 11:1–7 

4.	 The Passover and the Lord’s Supper 	     —22:14–20 
[Matt. 26:20–30; Mark 14:17–25] 

•	 The Lord’s Supper: 
(1)	 Connected with the Passover 		  —22:14–18 

•	 “And when the hour was come …” —22:14 
-	 The time of the Passover had arrived. But another “hour” had also 

come, an “hour” which would change the course of history. For 
“The Hour” see John 2:4; 7:30; 8:20; 12:23, 27; 13:1; 16:32; and 
17:1. 
[Also, see my course, The Analysis of John.] 

•	 The Passover was a picture of redemption which had been 
familiar to the Jews for centuries. 

•	 It looked back to deliverance from Egypt and forward to Christ 
our Passover (I Cor. 5:7). 

•	 The Lord’s supper looks back to His death (I Cor. 11:26) and 
forward to the Kingdom (Lk. 22:16, 18). 

•	 “With desire I have desired to eat this passover with you before 
I suffer” —22:15 
-	 “desire” — “longing,” He had set His heart upon this. 

•	 He gave them the cup and told them to divide it among them-
selves. —22:17 

•	 When He would next partake with them. —22:18 
-	 See Matt. 26:29 and Mark 14:25. 

(2)	Connected with the New Covenant 	 —22:20 
•	 The New Covenant is the New Testament. 
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•	 See Jeremiah 31:31–34 
•	 See Hebrews 7:19, 22; 8:6, 7–13; 9:1–22 

5.	 He foretold His betrayal 		      —22:21–23 
[Matt. 26:21–25; Mark 14:18–21; John 13:18–30] 

•	 The betrayer is identified  	 —22:21 
-	 He is one of the disciples

•	 Each one of the disciples realized that he had the potential to be 
that betrayer. —22:23 
-	 “Lord, is it I?” (Mt. 26:22)

Note: I once preached a message on this text: “HOW LOW CAN HU-
MAN NATURE STOOP?” In it were presented 2 possible thoughts on 
part of the disciples: (1) They each feared that they could betray Him 
inadvertently (by accident), (2) Each knew his own heart and what 
he would be capable of doing. I considered the 12 Disciples one by 
one, making a biographical study of each.  That is a very revealing 
study. What about your heart? What about mine? 

6.	 The disciples strive over greatness 	     —22:24–30 
•	 This was a constant problem among the disciples. 

-	 See Matt. 20:20–24; Mark 10:35–41, where it was James and John who 
had the great ambition for greatness. 

-	 It started early in His ministry with them (Lk. 9:46). 

•	 Greatness lies in servanthood —22:25–27 
[Matt. 20:25–28; Mark 10:42–45] 
-	 He is the example. —22:27 

See how He served them at that time. —John 13:4–16 

•	 He tells their place in His Kingdom —22:28–30 
-	 Compare Matt. 19:27–30 

7.	 He told Peter of his coming denial 	    —22:31–34 
[Matt. 26:33–35; Mark 14:29–31] 

•	 Satan’s desire to “sift” Peter “as wheat” —22:31 
-	 When wheat is sifted, the chaff is separated from the grain. 
-	 No doubt Peter had a lot of chaff to be taken away. 
-	 Satan’s sifting removed that chaff. 
-	 Satan sifted Job. Job 1:6 and 2:1. 

—	And see Amos 9:9 for another aspect of sifting. 

•	 The Lord was praying for Peter —22:32a 
-	 See John 17:9. 
-	 “… I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not” 

“fail” = Lit., “to leave out,” to cease or fail. Luke 16:9, “when ye 
fail,” speaking of death. Peter stumbled and failed, but his faith 
did not leave him. 

•	 Peter’s mission —22:32b 
-	 “converted” — to turn  towards (Gr. epistrepho—epi , towards, and 

strepho, to turn). 
-	 “strengthen” — to establish, fix, strengthen. See Rom. 1:11; 16:25; 

I Thess. 3:2, 13. 

•	 Peter’s self confidence —22:33 
-	 We saw Peter’s self assurance in Matt. 26:33–35; Mark 14:29–31; and 

we shall see it in John 13:37–38. 
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-	 We also saw Peter’s confession in Luke 9:18–20. 

•	 The denial is predicted —22:34 
-	 Matt. 26:33–35; Mark 14:29–31; John 13:36–38 

8.	 He warned them of coming difficulties 	    —22:35–38 
•	 He sent them —22:35–36: 

(1)	 How He sent them before —22:35 
-	 Cf. 10:4; Matt. 10:9–14; Mark 6:8–9 

(2)	 How He sends them (and us) now —22:36 
-	 The way He sent His disciples the first time is not our example for 

today. 
-	 If we are going out to serve the Lord now we must be prepared 

with purse, scrip, sword (not for aggression, but protection). 

•	 He must go to the Cross —22:37 
-	 This fulfills Isa. 53:12. 
-	 See Mark 15:28 also. 

•	 We must not overdo our preparations for personal protection. 
We are not going out to wage warfare, but to preach the Gospel 
—22:38 

(5)	 The Agony in Gethsemane	        —22:39–46

—	He went to the Mount of Olives to pray.  
•	 This is Gethsemane (Matt. 26:36–46; Mark 14:32–42; John 

18:1).  
•	 His disciples went with Him. Only 3 of 11 were permitted to 

follow Him. 
—	Eleven were selected from the hundreds which followed Him. 
—	Three of these (Peter, James, and John) had unique privileges — Here, 

they accompanied Him (Mt. 26:36–37).  
—	But none of them could go through that agony in the garden with 

Him! He did that alone! 

•	 Two kinds of disciples: 
(1)	Those with special needs. 

Those who, though blood-bought saints, are still babes in Christ. They 
are carnal, and “dull of hearing” (See I Cor. 3:1–4; Heb. 5:11–14). 
James and John had demonstrated their ambitious carnality (Mark. 
10:35–45). Even though, Jesus often took them with Him. 

(2)	Those who could have the privilege of going on. 
These are they who are grace-taught saints, who have been much 
alone with their Redeemer. They have enjoyed His Transfiguration 
and they hear Him (9:35). 

—	Can we be certain that Peter, James, and John were not among 
those having special needs? Even they slept. 

—	However, they slept “for sorrow” —22:45 
This is not mentioned in any of the other Gospels. 
Contrast 22:46: “Why sleep ye? rise and pray, lest ye enter into 
temptation.” [Cf. 22:40] Sorrow or not, they had to be prepared! 

•	 An angel appeared and strengthened Him —22:43 
-	 Cf. Matt. 4:11; Mark 1:12–13 

Luke 22:39–53 — Again, what does Jesus teach us 
here about Himself, ourselves, and how we are 
to minister and serve Him?
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(6)	 The Betrayal and Arrest 	 	        —22:47–53 

1.	 The arrival of Judas with the multitude 	 —22:47–49 
•	 See our notes on Matt. 26:47–50  and Mark 14:43–46 for a discus-

sion on this betrayal. 
•	 Judas betrayed Him with a kiss —22:47b–48 

2.	 Peter’s retaliation with a sword 		 —22:50–51 
•	 He cut the ear off the High Priest’s servant. 

-	 No doubt Peter misunderstood the reason for the swords 
(22:38). 
[See our comments on Matt. 26:51–54 and Mark 14:47.] 

•	 Jesus healed the man’s ear —22:51 
-	 This was His last earthly act of healing. 

3.	 Jesus challenges their methods 		  —22:52–53 
•	 They were devious and underhanded. 
•	 The “power of darkness” —22:53 

-	 Satan entering Judas (22:3) 
-	 John 1:4–5; 3:19 
-	 Eph. 6:12 [See Eph. 5:8–11.] 

(7)	 Christ on Trial 	 	 	 —22:54 – 23:25

–1.	 Before the High Priest	        —22:54–71

1.	 Peter denied Him 			   —22:54–62 
•	 They took Him to the High Priest —22:54  
•	 Peter followed afar off —22:54b 
•	 The stages of Peter’s downfall: 

(1) Overconfidence —22:33 
(2)	 Overcome (by sorrow) and falling asleep —22:45 
(3)	 Overbearing (in retaliation) —22:50 
(4)	 Overly fearful (following afar off) —22:54 
(5)	 Overly familiar (with the world — at the fire) —22:55 
(6)	 Overcome (the denial) —22:56–60 

2.	 Their abuse of Jesus 			   —22:63–65 
•	 What they did to Him: 

—	They mocked Him. —22:63a 
—	They smote Him. —22:63b 
—	They blindfolded Him and struck Him on the face and then 

mockingly challenged Him to tell who it was who struck Him. 
—22:64 
-	 This mocked His omniscience.

—	They spoke against Him blasphemously. —22:65 

Luke 22:54–62 — What steps to denying our Lord 
do we see in Peter’s life? How can we avoid 
them? 

Luke 22:63–71 — How was the deity of Jesus Christ 
mocked in this part of His trial?
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3.	 He was taken to the Council of Elders 	 —22:66–71 
•	 When it was day [See on Mark 15:1: The Sanhedrin could not 

legally meet at night. They made their verdict official as soon as 
it was day. (See Matt. 26–57–58; Luke 22:66).] —22:66  

•	 Is He the Christ? The leaders asked Him this. —22:67–68 
(1)	 If He told them they would not believe. —22:67 
(2)	 If He asked them they would not answer Him or let Him go. 

—22:68 
•	 His future power [Matt. 26:64; Mark 14:62] —22:69 
•	 Is He the Son of God? The leaders asked Him. —22:69–70 

(1)	 His response: “Ye say that I am,” meaning yes. —22:70 
(2)	 They then accuse Him of blasphemy [Matt. 26:64–65; Mark 

14:62–64] —22:71  

•	 Luke 23: 

–2.	 Before the Roman Authorities         —23:1–25 
•	 He is here tried by Rome (representing the Gentiles). 

1.	 His appearance before Pilate 		  —23:1–5 
•	 Who was Pilate? 

-	 Pontius Pilate was the governor of Judæa. He had been appointed to this 
position by Tiberius in A.D. 26. His relationships with the Jews were 
marked by foolish acts and cruelty. He was not a popular man with the 
Jews. Though, he seems to have had a certain respect for justice. 

•	 Their accusations: 
(1)	 Jesus had been “perverting the nation, and forbidding to give 

tribute to Cæsar.” —23:2a 
(2)	 He said that He is “Christ a King.” —23:2b 
-	 A charge of blasphemy would mean nothing to the Roman 

authorities. Insurrection against Rome would mean a great deal 
to Pilate. 

•	 Pilate’s question and conclusion: 
(1)	 “Art thou the King of the Jews?” —23:3a 
(3)	 Jesus answered, “Yes.” —23:3b 

-	 “Thou sayest it” meant “yes.” 
(3)	 Pilate concludes: “I find no fault in this man.” —23:4 

•	 Their insistence and further accusations —23:5 
-	 They emphasized the extent of His teaching: From Galilee to Jerusa-

lem. 

2.	 Before Herod 				   —23:6–12 
•	 Luke is the only one who mentions the trial before Herod. It 

resulted in Pilate and Herod being made friends (23:12). 
•	 This was Herod Antipas, Tetrarch of Galilee. Pilate wanted to get 

off the hook —23:6–7 
-	 Pilate learned that Jesus was of Galilee (23:5–7). 

•	 Herod was glad to see Jesus —23:8 
-	 He had hoped to see a miracle done by Jesus. 
-	 Remember Herod’s guilty conscience? See Luke 9:7–9 

Luke 23:1–25 — Jesus is in the hands of the Jewish 
leaders who before feared the people. How are 
they now working to destroy Jesus? 
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•	 Jesus did not answer Herod —23:9–10 
•	 Herod mocked Him and sent Him back to Pilate —23:11–12

-	 He dressed Him in a gorgeous robe. 
-	 To Herod it must have been but a joke. 
-	 Herod’s “men of war” joined him in mocking. 
-	 An incident of note: Pilate and Herod were made friends, where they 

had been enemies. —23:12 

3.	 Before Pilate again 			   —23:13–25 
•	 In this paragraph we see: 

(1)	 Pilate’s declaration of Jesus’ innocence 	—23:13–15 
-	 Herod concurred with him. —23:15 

(2)	 His desire to release Jesus 		  —23:16, 20, 22 
(3)	 The insistence of the Jewish leaders 	 —23:18, 21, 23 

-	 Their insistance was that Jesus be crucified.  
-	 They would accept no verdict of innocence. 
-	 They desired Barabbas, who was guilty of sedition and murder. 

(4)	 Pilate’s submission to the leaders 	 —23:24–25 
(5)	 Simon the Cyrenian 		  —23:26a 

-	 Cyrene, the capital of Cyrenaica in North Africa. 
-	 His name, Simon, indicated that he was a Jew. Many Jews lived in 

Cyrene. 
-	 Simon bore the Cross for the Lord. 

(8)	 Crucifixion and Burial 	 	        —23:27–56 

1.	 Crucifixion 				    —23:27–49 
(1)	The procession to Calvary 		  —23:27–32 

•	 Notice the procession. —23:27 

•	 Jesus warned of an event to come. —27:28–31 
-	 That event was the destruction of Jerusalem which took place in 

70 A.D. 
-	 See His prior warnings in Luke 13:34–35; 19:41–44; 21:6.  
-	 His warning to the “daughters of Jerusalem” was in view of that 

coming destruction —23:28–30 
-	 If the Romans thus treat one whom they admit to be innocent, what 

will they do to this city when it rises in rebellion against them? 
That is the idea of 23:31. 

(2)	 The crucifixion 			   —23:32–33 
•	 Two malefactors were led with Him to also be put to death 

by crucifixion. —23:32 
•	 A place called Calvary. [Calvary = The Greek translation of 

the Hebrew Golgotha. Greek kranion, the skull. See Matt. 
27:33.] 

(3)	 The events surrounding the Cross 	 —23:34–43 
•	 Jesus calls to the Father to forgive them —23:34 

-	 They “know not what they do.” See I Cor. 2:7–8. 

•	 Notice the various attitudes around the Cross. 
-	 The various groups represented there reveal to us what the 

world really is. Consider each of the following:  

Luke 23:26–56 — Note how different people re-
sponded to Jesus’ crucifixion and burial.
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-1.	 The soldiers, parting His garments, represent callous 
indifference. This was but a routine execution and these 
men were hardened to executions —23:34b 

-2.	 The people, standing and looking, represent curiosity. 
Many merely look on, are not involved, and are not re-
ally sympathetic. This man who had healed and forgiven 
multitudes is now dying. The ungrateful multitude is 
looking on as mere spectators —22:35a 

-3.	 The rulers, deriding Him, show again their chief objection 
to His claim of being the Christ, the Son of God. The world 
rulers of today would have no more of Christ than these. 
The religious leaders would have any Christ but a Divine 
Christ. Let Him be good, let Him be a kind healer, let Him 
be a social revolutionary, let Him be a mere martyr, but 
away with the God incarnate! —23:35b 

-4.	 The soldiers, mocking, represent cold, heartless man. 
They were playing with Him as a cat would play with a 
mouse. They were calling on Him to save Himself if He 
be King of the Jews. —23:36–37 

-5.	 Pilate, with his inscription (see John 19:19), indicating, 
perhaps what he truly believed. —23:38 
•	 The full inscription: “This is [Mt., Lk.] Jesus [Mt., Jn.] of 

Nazareth [Jn.] the King of the Jews [All].” —Scofield Refer-
ence Bible.  

-6.	 The two malefactors, guilty men, one railing, the other 
confessing, believing, and destined for paradise. —23:39–
43 

(4)	 His suffering and death 		  —23:44–46 
•	 Sixth to ninth hour — darkness —23:44–45a 
•	 The veil of the Temple was rent in the midst —23:45b 
•	 He cried: “Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit,” and 

He gave up the ghost. —23:46 
-	 No man took His life from Him, even on the Cross. See John 

10:17–18. 

(5)	 Reaction to His death 		  —23:47–49 
•	 The Centurion (a Roman soldier) – Confession —23:47 

-	 See more of this man’s confession in Matt. 27:54 and Mark 
15:39 

•	 The people – Smote their breasts —23:48 
•	 His acquaintances – Stood afar off —23:49 

2.	 Burial 				    —23:50–56 
[Matt. 27:57–61; Mark 15:42–47; John 19:38–42] 

(1)	 Joseph of Arimathea 			  —23:50–51 
-1.	 An honorable “counsellor,” a member of the Sanhedrin. 

•	 But He had not agreed with them in this deed. 
-2.	 He was a good man. 
-3.	 He was just — meaning that he was justified, by faith! 
-4.	 He waited for the kingdom of God. 

•	 He begged the body of Jesus. —23:52 
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(2)	 He requested the Body of Jesus of Pilate 	—23:52 
•	 Pilate marveled that Jesus had died so soon (Mark 15:44). 
•	 It often took days of suffering on a cross before a man would die. 

Jesus gave Himself. He was our Passover (I Cor. 5:7).  The Passover 
Lamb was killed on that day. 

(3)	 They buried the body of Jesus 		  —23:53–56 
•	 He was wrapped in linen and laid in a new sepulchre which was not 

His own. 
•	 When? It was the “preparation, and the sabbath drew on.” 

-	 Which sabbath was it? It was “Unleavened Bread,” Lev. 23:8, “But 
ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the Lord seven days: 
in the seventh day is an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile 
work therein.” This was that seventh day. 

•	 The women who came with Him —23:55-56 
-	 They “beheld the sepulchre,” and they saw how His body was laid.” 

—23:55 
-	 They returned home and prepared spices, then they rested on that 

sabbath day. —23:56 
—	We shall see that they would soon return with those spices. 

•	 Luke 24: 

•	 Resurrection! How were they convinced of the reality of it? 
-1.	 The empty tomb with the evidences —24:2–3, 12
-2.	 The message of the two men in shining garments —24:4–7 
-3.	 His exposition concerning Himself —24:25–27 
-4.	 When He took the position of host in breaking the bread with 

them —24:30 
-5.	 When their eyes were opened —24:31 
-6.	 His appearance to the disciples assembled and His proof that 

He was not a ghost —24:36–43 
-7.	 His reminder of the Words He spoke while He was with them 

—24:44 
-8.	 His opening of their minds enabling them to understand the 

Scriptures —24:45 

(9)	 Open Tomb 	 	 	          —24:1–12 

•	 The first day of the week they found the sepulchre empty. 

1.	 The women go to His grave 		  —24:1 
•	 The women had prepared the spices. —24:1 
•	 These women were Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother 

of James, and Salome. 
-	 See Matt. 28:1 (2 women mentioned), Mark 16:1 (the same 3 women 

as mentioned by Luke in 24:10). 

2.	 The stone rolled away 			  —24:2 
•	 Luke does not give many details about this. 

-	 It had been sealed and a watch of Roman soldiers had been set up. See 
Matthew and Mark for these. 

-	 The stone was not removed to let Him out, but to let them  in. 

Luke 24:1–12 — What does the disciple's response to 
Jesus' resurrection teach us about our faith? 
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3.	 The Body gone 			   —24:3 
•	 Again, Luke does not give as many details here. 

4.	 The appearance of the two men and their message 		
					     —24:4–8 
•	 There is no question that these were angels.  

-	 They were in “shining garments” —23:4 

•	 “Why seek ye the living among the dead?” — Christ had told 
them that He would arise. —24:5–8 
-	 See Luke 18:31–34. 
-	 They had not understood (18:34), nor had they believed, so they were 

seeking the dead among the dead. He was not dead! 
—	But He was the living and could not be found among the dead. 

5.	 They returned, telling what they saw 	 —24:9–11 
•	 The women told the eleven disciples. —24:9 
•	 Notice who the women were. Others are added —24:10 
•	 The eleven did not believe the women —24:11 

-	 The words of those women seemed to them as idle tales. Remember, 
those eleven men had been with Him from the beginning. They had heard 
Him teach,  and seen His miracles. They had even confessed Him to be 
“the Christ, the Son of the living God” (Matt. 16:16; Luke 9:20). He 
had given them details as to His death and resurrection (18:32–33). 
Yet they did not believe!  

6.	 Peter goes to see and returns wondering 	—24:12 
•	 Remember, Peter is the one who confessed Him to be “the Christ, 

the Son of the living God.” 
-	 Remember, Peter also rebuked Him for telling them what would take 

place (Matt. 16:21–22). And at this time that very thing is indeed taking 
place. 

(10)	The Walk to Emmaus	 	        —24:13–35 

•	 His appearing to two disciples on the road to Emmaus. 
-	 Who were these disciples? One was Cleopas (24:18). 

1.	 Two disciples walking to Emmaus 	 —24:13–14 
•	 Emmaus, to the west and slightly north of Jerusalem, about 60 

furlongs (A furlong = about 600 feet — Thus, it would be around 
36,000 feet, or 6.8 miles distant.) —24:13 

•	 They were discussing the things that had happened. —24:14 
-	 They later discussed those things with Him, see 24:18–24. 

2.	 They were joined by Jesus 		  —24:15–24 
(1)	 He went with them (accompanying them) 	 —24:15 
(2)	 They did not know Him 			   —24:16 

•	 Their eyes “were holden” (being held or restrained). 

(3)	 He asks them about their conversation 		  —24:17 
•	 This was regarding the conversation of 24:14. 

(4)	 Their story 				             —24:18–24 
•	 It concerned Jesus of Nazareth —24:18–19 

Luke 24:13–35 — How did Jesus make Himself 
known to the two disciples on the road to Em-
maus?
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•	 “… which was a prophet” (past tense) —24:19 
•	 Delivered and crucified —24:20 
•	 Their shattered hopes —24:21 

-	 They had not understood, but see Acts 1:6. 
•	 His Body was not found —24:22–24 

-	 They were puzzled over this. 

3.	 His answer to their despair and confusion —24:25–27 
•	 He rebuked them and referred them to the Old Testament prophets 

—24:25 
•	 He gives them an answer to their despair —24:26–27 
(1)	 He is the Central Message of all the Scriptures. 

•	 There is unity to the Scriptures. 
-	 They are unified around Him. 

•	 He expounded the things concerning Himself from Moses (the Law) 
and the Prophets. 

•	 Our desire should be like that of Paul: “That I may know Him”! (Phil. 
3:10). Do you search the Scriptures to know Him? Become a Faithful 
Bible Investigator (FBI). 

(2)	 He turned to the Old Testament (two divisions): 
•	 Law of Moses, and the Prophets. The inspiration of these cannot 

be questioned, because they foretell His coming, describing 
it in minute detail. 

(3)	 This was assurance to the two disciples: 
•	 This was not a sudden tragedy, not the end of their hopes, 

but it was in the plan of God and was foretold centuries in 
advance. It was really the beginning of their hopes. 

(4)	 He later turned to the Scriptures 	 —24:44–45 
•	 He refers to Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms. 

4.	 Their eyes were opened 		  —24:28–31 
•	 He stayed with them in that village —24:28–29 
•	 When they sat to eat, “He took the bread, and blessed it, and 

brake, and gave to them,” as He had done so many times before. 
—24:30 

•	 Their eyes were opened. —24:31a 
•	 He immediately vanished. —24:31b 

5.	 They return to Jerusalem with great news —24:32–35 
•	 Their hearts had burned within them as He spoke to them in the 

way. —24:32 
•	 They returned to Jerusalem at once and found the eleven gathered. 

—24:33 
•	 The eleven announced: “The Lord is risen indeed, and hath ap-

peared to Simon.” —24:34 
-	 Why Simon (Peter)? Remember 22:31–32? Satan desired to sift Peter. 

Jesus prayed for him. When he was converted he was to strengthen his 
brothers. 

-	 See I Cor. 15:5a. Compare I Peter 1:3–ff. 

•	 The two disciples reported what had taken place in the way and 
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in the house. —24:35  

(11)	The Appearance to Disciples in Jerusalem	 	
	 	 	 	 	        —24:36–49 

1.	 He appeared to His disciples together 	 —24:36–48 
—	He showed Himself to them. —24:36–40 
(1)	 They were terrified, thinking Him  a spirit	—24:36–37 

•	 He said, “Peace be unto you.” 
-	 This was spoken first, and it did not help. 

(2)	 He invited them to see and handle Him	 —24:38–40 
•	 He had “flesh and bones” [not flesh and blood, His blood had 

been shed]. He was real! —24:39 
•	 The life of the flesh is in the blood (Lev. 17:11, 14). He has 

life apart from blood today (John 5:26). He is Life. 
•	 He showed them His hands and feet which had been pierced 

—24:40  
—	He ate with them. —24:41–43 
(1)	 He asked for food and ate it before them. See Acts 10:41. 
(2)	 Ghosts do not eat! 
—	He opened their understanding —24:44–48 
(1)	 He referred again to Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms 		

				    —24:44 
•	 He had taught them these things while He was with them. 

They had no excuse. 
(2)	 He opened their eyes 		 —24:45 
(3)	 He gave them a Commission 	 —24:46–48 

•	 It is a Commission to them and to us. 
•	 The Gospel is: His suffering and death, and His resurrection 

on the third day. —24:46 
•	 The Gospel involves repentance and remission of sins. 

—24:47 
-	 This was to be preached in His Name. 
-	 It was to be preached among all nations. 
-	 And this was to begin at Jerusalem.   
-	 By “remission” is meant “dismissal, release, forgiveness” [Lit., “to 

send away]. (1) The penalty of sin is removed; (2) The cause of the 
offense is removed. 

•	 Those disciples were witnesses of these things —24:48 
-	 A witness tells what he knows. 

2.	 He commanded them to remain in Jerusalem —24:49 
•	 They were to remain in Jerusalem. 

-	 This was until they were endued with power. 
-	 This was the promise of the Father. See Acts 2:33. 
-	 Also see Acts 1:4, “And, being assembled together with them, com-

manded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for 
the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me.” 

Luke 24:36–43 — What proof does Jesus offer here  
of His resurrection? 

Luke 24:44–48 — What clear message does Jesus 
command to be given in this record of the Great 
Commission? 

Luke 24:49 — For what must the disciples tarry in 
Jerusalem? 

Ephesians 1:19 (15–21) — How are we endued with 
His power today?
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(12)	The Ascension	 	 	        —24:50–53

1.	 The ascension took place at Bethany 	 —24:50 
•	 Bethany was to the east of Jerusalem on the Mount of Olives. 

2.	 The last they saw of Him He was blessing them.			 
					     —24:51 

3.	 Luke’s story continues in Acts 1. 
•	 What do we see the disciples doing when Luke’s Gospel ends? 
•	 We shall see what they were doing when Acts begins. 

END OF LUKE 

Luke 24:50–53 — How did the disciples respond 
to Jesus’ ascension? 


