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Psalms

OVERVIEW OF PSALMS

The outline of Psalms corresponds to the Pentateuch

Moses, it can be divided into five smaller books.

There is a doxology at the end of each of the five books:
Psalms 41, 72, 89, 106, and 150 include doxologies for ea

of their respective books.

Psalm 150 is an over-all doxology to the entire book.

While Psalm 1 is a general introduction to the Psalte
Psalms 2, 42, 73, 90, and 107 serve as introductions to thet

respective books.”

OUTLINE

1. Book 1 — Psalms 1 —41
Corresponding with Genesis
» Key thoughts: Psalm 8:4; 10:18

» The failure of man met by the salvation of God.

* Man is in view: His state of blessedness, fall and recov
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(1) Man in a state of blessedness —Psalm 1

¢ Psalm 1:

ery. The failure of man met by the salvation of God. O
the 41 Psalms in this section, 37 are prayers of David

Ends with a doxology of praise in 41:13.

The two namesdro (Jehovah) and God (Elohim) found in this
section, just as in Genesis. Jehovah is used 272 times to
times for Elohim. Genesis contains the whole Bible in embry
Just so it is with Psalms 1 — 41.

-

Our authority for designating this portion of Scripture

“the book of Psalms”— see Acts 1:20 "For it is written in

thebook of Psalnis—They are so called by Peter.

The New Testament authority that Christians have fo

using the Psalms:

Eph. 5:19 —Psalms bless

Col. 3:16 —Psalms teach

James 5:13 —Psalms express joy

Luke 24:27, 44 —Psalms tell of Him

Psalm 1 — How does God contrast His ways wit

« This is the text of the entire book of Psalms. Spurgeon said

the ways of man?

“This Psalm has in it the notification of the contents of the

entire Book. It may be regarded, in some respects, dexhe

upon which the whole of the Psalms make up a divine

sermon.” In almost every Psalm there is a contrast betweeg

>

the godly and the ungodly and the more glorious end of th

4%

godly.
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Psalm 2 — Relate this Psalm of Christ's Lordship f

o

the political needs of today.
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» Two ways, the way of God and the way of man, are
contrasted in Psalm 1.

1. The way of God and the godly man —1:1-3 [1:6a]

(1) His character negatively —1:1
-1. Walk —Cf. Eph. 2:2
* How can a person walk in the counsel of the ungodly?
Cite some of the ways.

-2. Stand —Cf. Prov. 4:14; | Cor. 8:9-13 [esp. v. 13]

« “standeth” — This does not say that geesin the
way, it does not meaparticipation with sinners (it
stops short of that).

- “way” — “road, way, path” (See 1:6).
-3. Seat —Cf. Psa. 26:4-5; Jer. 15:17
e “scornful” — See Prov. 1:22; 3:34; 19:29.
(2) His character positively —1:2
-1. He delights —I Pet. 2:2
e Psa. 40:8; 112:1; 119:35, 47-48, 72, 92.
-2. He meditates —Josh. 1:8
e Psa. 119:15, 97, 99; | Tim. 4:15, “ponder.”
(3) His reward —1:3
« Like a tree planted by thévers of water
-1. Fruitful —Cf. John 15:2; Prov. 11:30
-2. Alive! —Leaves
-3. Prosperity —Cf. Josh. 1:8; Isa. 55:11 (speaking of the
Word prospering)
— The Lorp knoweth his way —1:6a

2. The way of man — the ungodly —1:4-5 [1:6b]
(1) Like the chaff which the wind driveth away —1:4
¢ Chaff — temporary, it comes to no useful end.
(2) Shall not stand in the judgment —1:5a
* “stand” — he will have no defense, he won't endure
(3) Shall not stand in the congregation of the righteous —1:5b
(4) His way shall perish —1:6b

(2) Man fallen from his position of blessing, not at enmity
with God —Psalms 2 —8

¢ Psalm 2:

» God’s King—Prophetic of Christ: He has chosen David’s
greater Son to be King of kings —2:6-8. Cf. Phil. 2:9-11

» This shows the attitude of nations toward God, and
God'’s attitude toward the nations. In this Psalm God
responds to the rebellion of the nations.

—1. This rebellion began at Babel, Gen. 11, and that same
characteristic rebellion, continues to our day.
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—2. They are ruled over by Satan —Luke 4:5-6.
—3. Though, a “people for His Name” is beitaggen ouof the

“Salting the Oats”

nations in this age. —Acts 15:14.

—4. The nations will revolt against Gogenly—Rev. 19:19.

Psalm 1, the Perfect Man (Christ). Psalm 2, the Perfect Ma

im]

rejected, and then established and reigning over the nationg

What part of Psalm 2 has been fulfilled?

Will the rest will be fulfilled?

1. Man'’s rebellion —2:1-3

(1) At Christ’s crucifixion —Acts 4:25-28

(2) The present condition of the nations — they persecute.

See Acts 4:25-29

(3) At Armageddon —Revelation 19:19

2. God’s attitude toward man'’s rebellion —2:4-6
(1) He laughs —2:4
e The Lord = “Adonai,” Master, absolute Sovereign
(2) He speaks to them in His wrath —2:5a
(3) He will vex them in His sore displeasure —2:5b
(4) No change in plans —2:6
e Cf. Il Sam. 7:8-17; Psalm 89:34-37
3. God’s decree —2:7-9
(1) Christ Himself speaks here —2:7

* New Testament quotes in Acts 13:33; Heb. 1:5; 5:5

(2) Begotten,” speaking of His resurrection (Acts 13:32-34).

(3) Christ is told by the Father to ask. —2:8

¢ Is 2:8 a promise to Missionariebbt at all. See 2:9.

(4) This refers to Christ’s judgment upon the nations when He
comes. —2:9

* See Rev. 2:27. Then Rev. 12:5; 19:15.

4. An exhortation and warning to rulers —2:10-12

« Note: Psalms 3—7 describe the suffering people of God.
These Psalms form a bridge between the Messianic Psalms

n

and 8. They are prophetic of Israel’s godly remnant during the

time of the absence of the Messiah from earth and especially
during the end of the age.

¢ Psalm 3:

Psalm 3 — Give all the ways that our confidence i

God's victory in the face of defeat is expresse

[oXl=]

» Troubled by those who have raised up against him, but

in this psalm.

saved and encouraged by therb. When David fled

Absalom —The rejected king.Cf. Il Samuel 15.

— Absalom had the crowd (numbers) but David had God. Ong

with God is always a majority (3:1, 7).
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Psalm 4 — How does understanding God's sover

eign care of us effect us?
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1. Men turned against him —3:1

« MANY were against him. They were increased.

. What the many were saying —3:2

« They thought that God turned against him also.
* Had God turned against Him?

His unshaken confidence —3:3
His proof —3:4
¢ He had proved that theodep hears and answers prayer.
—3:3, 6.
. So he lay down to sleep —3:5

* What did the lorp do for him in his trouble?

His complete confidence —3:6
His prayer for salvation —3:7
His confident praise —3:8

« “Selah” means “think of that,” it means pause, think. We are
to pause and think of the truth just expressed, or of a greater
truth to follow. It occurs 73 times in the Psalms.

If we look we can see some lessons on prayer in Psalns 4
and 5. See what you can learn from each of these Psglms.

e Psalm 4:
Negi'noth:“On stringed instruments”
» Preserved in safety from distress

1. His prayer based upon God’s past favors —4:1

¢ Then see 4:6b-8.

. Absalom’s revolt is the background —4:2

¢ He appeals to those whom Absalom has turned against him.
See Il Sam. 15:6-10.
« “leasing” — “a lie, untruth, falsehood, deceptive thing”

His confidence of answered prayer —4:3
e The basis for answered prayer:

(1) He is set apart by theokp.

(2) He is godly
* The Lorp will hear!

He exhorts to repentance and trust —4:4-5
« “sacrifices,” see Ps. 51:17

. Testimony of praise —4:6-8

« Joy, peace and safety belong to those who know Him as their
righteousness (4:1) —4:7-8

* Sleep again (cf. 3:5)

* Or, it is thought that this is the background to Psalm 4.
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e Psalm 5: .
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* Nehil’loth: “a flute” (Strong’s Concordance) —May re-

fer to a flute accompaniment. Psalm 5 — Relate the request for guidance here

our need for daily guidance.

D

Again he is opposed by enemies but comforted by th

LoRrb.

A Morning Prayer — All of Psalm 5 is a prayer.

1. Aright time to pray —b5:1-6
(1) He calls on the &rp to hear his prayer —5:1-3

* "How to begin the day” When is the best time to come t
the Loro—5:3 “in the morning” —

* Compare Psalm 55:17

(2) He speaks of God’s holiness —b5:4-6

-1. God has no pleasure in wickedness. —5:4

-2. He hates all workers of iniquity. —

* Notice that: He hates the sinner. —5:5

- See Psa. 11:5.

« He will destroy all liars (“leasing”). —5:6

2. He prays against his enemies —b5:7-10

(1) How he comes to God himself —b5:7
 “in the multitude of” God'’s “mercy.”

« He comes confidently (recognizing God’s abundant mercy

in fear (Heb. 4:16; 10:19-22)
- That says nothing of justice or of personal righteous

ness!

(2) Contrast: His way with that of his enemies —b5:8-9

« His appeal to God — because of his enemies —5:8

- He asks to be led in righteousness because of his en-

emies.

- He asks God to make His way straight before him.

¢ He describes the evils of his enemies. —5:9

- “... their throat is an open sepulchre,” quoted in Rom.

3:13 and applied to all mankind.

- All of the 14 indictments of Rom. 3 come from the O.T.

(3) He calls on God to destroy his enemies. —5:10

* They are God’s enemies, —he prays for their destruction.

¢ Let them “fall by their own counsels.”

¢ Cast them out in the multitude of their transgressions.

« They have rebelled against thee.

3. Three reasons for joy: —b5:11-12
« Let all that put their trust in thee rejoice:
(1) The Lorp defends them. —b5:11b
(2) They love His Name. —5:11c
(3) He blesses the righteous and shields them. —b5:12

* He blesses the rightous with favor.

¢ He compasses (surrounds) him “as with a shield.”
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Psalm 6 — Relate this crying for mercy in sorrow

and grief to our own needs.
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¢ Psalm 6:

1.

Negi"noth upon Shem’inithThe eighth,” “probably an

8 stringed lyre” (Strong’s Concordance).

In great sorrow and grief; a cry for mercy —This is a peniten-
tial Psalm [There are 7 penitential Psalms in all. See 32, 38, 51,

102, 130, 143].

Prayer again—6:1-7

Chastisement by his enemies for some sin —6:1-2

(1) He asks the &rp to hold His punishment. —6:1
¢ The sin (6:1) is not known.
* He fears God'’s anger (6:1), and God’s absence (6:4).

(2) He calls on the &ro for mercy. —6:2a
*« Why? He is weak.
(3) He asks the &rp for healing. —6:2b
* Why? His bones are vexed.
Plea for deliverance —6:3-5
(1) His cry, “How long?” —6:3

< His soul is greatly vexed.

* He appeals to thedrp, how long will the vexation be?
(2) He calls for deliverance —6:4

« For the lorp to return and deliver his soul.

« Why the Lorp should save him: For His mercy's sake.
- Mercy: Heb. hesed- God'’s faithful love. This word is rich in
meaning, it is the basis for all of His relationships with them.

It is His faithful love to His unfaithful people.
(3) That includes deliverance from death. —6:5
-1. In death there is no remembrance of ted.

-2. Who can give the &rp thanks in the grave?
« That refers tgublic thanks when he is in the grave
(sheo). In death, David would still be conscious, as
Abraham was in Luke 16.

He laments over his emotional state —6:6-7
(1) He is weary with groaning —6:6a
(2) His weeping has exhausted him. —6:6b—7

* He makes his bed to swim with tears.
« His eye is consumed because of his grief.
¢ This is all because of his enemies.

He warns his enemies to depart —6:8-10

(1) The Lorp has heard his prayers. —6:8-9
« In his confidence of that, he tells them to depart.
- With 6:8, compare. Matthew 7:23

(2) He prays God to let his enemies suffer as he did. —6:10
 Let them be ashamed, and sore vexed.
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» Shiggai’on:Means “crying aloud,” Possibly noting the

volume of their singing.

Psalm 7 — Relate this cry, while being persecute

to the spiritual warfare we face.

» He is persecuted by his enemies

— Spurgeon calls this tH&ong of the Slandered Saint~The

occasion, | Sam. 24:9-11

— Prayer —7:1-8. A prayer for protection against cruel en

emies. —Ps. 7:1-2, 5,

He trusts God for deliverance —7:1-2
(1) He puts his trust in thedrphis God —7:1a
(2) He calls on the Lord to save him —7:1b-2

« Save and deliver him from his persecutors.

« Lest his soul be torn in pieces.

He declares his innocence —7:3-5

(1) If he is not innoceht ... —7:3-4

« If he has done these thngs, if there is iniquity in his hands.

« If he has rewarded evil to his friend ...

- Cf. | Sam. 24:1-8

(2) Then let the enemy persecute him. —7:5
He appeals to thedrp —7:6-10
(1) He calls upon God to intervene —7:6-7
* He asks the &rp to arise in anger, because of the rage of
his enemies.

¢ He asks that He rouse Himself because of the judgment

which He has commanded (upon evildoers).

« The result will be that the congregation will assemble
around Him (the brp).

- So, His return would be for their sakes.

(2) He has assurance that God will intervene —7:8-10

-1. Assurance of judgment —7:8

« The Lorp shall judge the people.

¢ He calls upon the &rp to judge him:

- According to his righteousness ...

- According to his integrity ...

-2. The establishment of justice —7:9

* He asks the &rp to let wickedness come to an end.

* He also asks Him to establish the just.

* Why? Because God is righteous.

-3. His defense is of God. —7:10
. God will judge the wicked —7:11-13
(1) God’s justice —7:11

¢ He judges the righteous and is angry with the wicked.

(2) He is certain God will defend him as righteous. —7:12a

(3) God has prepared His instruments of judgment. —7:13
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Psalm 8 — How is God's glory magnified in all the

earth?
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« |f the wicked does not “turn,” God’s sword is whetted and
His bow and arrows are ready. —7:12b

* He has even prepared the instruments of death. —7:13a
- And His arrows against the persecutors. —7:13b
- God is at work in 7:13.

5. Wickedness works its own punishment —7:14-16

We have often said that the the punishment for sin lies
in the sin itself. Sinful behavior has its consequences.
The next few verses show some of these.

(1) The wicked travails with iniquity. —7:14a
* The wicked is again the subject in 7:14.
(2) The wicked falls into his own traps. —7:14b-15

* What he has done —7:14b
« dug a pit and a ditch and fell into them. —7:15

(3) All of his doings will come back upon him. —7:16
7. David’s song of praise —7:17

Psalms 8 and 9 are joined in some Hebrew maju-
scripts:
» Psalm 8 —National
* Psalm 9 —Personal

¢ Psalm 8:
« Gittith: “A Gittite harp.” AGittite is of Gath.

» A Messianic Psalm — The glory of God and the domin-
ion of man. We don’t know the occasion of this Psalm.

Who is the “son of man” referred to in Psalm 8? Heb
2:5-10; | Cor. 15:27-28.

1. He marvels at God’s majesty —8:1-2
(1) His greatness —8:1
-1. On earth: His Name is excellent @i the earth).
-2. Above the heavens: He has set His glory.
(2) How He uses humble things to glorify Him. —8:2

¢ Psalm 8:2 —See Jesus’ quote and application of this in
Matthew 21:16 (21:15-16). The children were “crying in
the temple, and saying, Hosanna to the Son of David.”
This was after the Triumphal Entry.

2. He marvels at man’s dominion —8:3-8

(1) The greatness of His heavens —8:3

* The heavens were only the work of Hiisgers.And they
are magnificent!
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3. His praise —8:9

(3) That enmity culminating in Antichrist

¢ Psalm 9:

Psalms
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(2) The lowliness of man —8:4-8
< In view of the magnificence of heaven, what is man tha

“Salting the Oats”

He should even give us a moment of thought? —8:4

« Man:

-1. Made a little lower than the angels —8:5a

-2. Crowned with glory and honor —8:5b

-3. Made to have dominion over God’s works —8:6a

-4. All things put under his feet —8:6b—8
Psalm 8:4-6 —See Heb. 2:6-9. The Son of Man regaine

the dominion that Adam lost. The divine design is not
frustrated, for God became man and regained that domir

ion. Yet, it is not all over yet (Heb. 2:8b-9).

¢ His closing note of praise — like the beginning —8:9

—Psalms 9 — 15

Psalms 9 and 10 form a partial acrostic.

Psalm 9 — What instruction does God give us her

» Muth-lab’ben “To die for the son” (Strong), or “death

for enemies?

for (or of) the son,” the meaning of this is unknown.

— Some think this was written by David after he defeated

Goliath (I Sam. 17).

He praises the most High —9:1-10

(1) He praises thedrp with his whole heart. —9:1-2

* He will show forth His marvellous works.

* He will sing praise to His Name.

(2) The Lorp maintains his right and cause. —9:3-4
« His enemies shall fall and perish at God’s presence.

Could this apply in the spiritual as well as the

¢ This is because thedrp has maintained his right. David

physical realm? - Yes

is right.

(3) He punishes the wicked for ever. —9:5-6
« It is a permanent punishment.

(4) The Lorp will judge righteously for ever —9:7-9

-1. He shall live for ever - He has prepared His throne o

judgment. —9:7

-2. He shall judge the world in righteousness. —9:8

-3. He will be a refuge for the oppressed. —9:9

He calls the people to praise Him —9:11-12

(1) They are to sing praises to therb. —9:11

* He dwells in Zion.

(2) He does not forget the cry of the humble. —9:12

¢ That is when he makes inquisition for blood.
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Psalm 10 — In a fallen wicked world we struggle

with the right response to God in it all. How

does this Psalm assist us in this struggle?

48
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3. He prays to God to destroy the wicked —9:13-20
(1) He prays for mercy —9:13-14

¢ That the lorp would consider the trouble he has from
those who hate him. —9:13

« He will then have reason to praise. —9:14

(2) The heathen fall into their own trap —9:15-16
(3) The fate of the wicked —9:17
¢ This is also the fate of the nations that forget God.
(4) The needy and poor shall not be forgotten. —9:18
(5) He calls on the &ro to judge the natons —9:19-20
e “... let not man prevail” -9:19

¢ Putthem in fear. Why? That they may know themselves to
be but men. —9:20

SUMMARY NOTES TO PSALM 9:

« Praise and prayer are key factors to defeat the en-
emy.

* Notice “a perpetual end,” and “for ever” (9:6, 7), and
read 9:7-8, 17. These show the prophetic view of the
Psalm. It speaks of Christ’s victory over the enemy of
our souls and of His second coming and reign over
the whole earth.

« God is sovereign and will vindicate His sovereignty in

¢ Psalm 10:

» The occasion of this Psalm is not given. It is a lament.

1. Acry to the lorp —10:1
» Why does He stand off and hide Himself?
2. A picture of the wicked one —10:2-11

* He is proud and persecutes the poor (10:2)

¢ Heis boastful(10:3)

* Proud andatheistic(10:4)

« Contemptuou$10:5)

Self-confiden{10:6)

¢ Deceitfulandcunning(10:7)

¢ He doesmurders(10:8)

¢ Ensnaresandoppresse$10:9-10),

« Supposing that God forgets and does not see (10:11)

3. He calls on God against the wicked —10:12-15

4. His confidence —10:16-18
* God hears and answers
— “the man of the earth,” or the man of sin, cf. Il Thess. 2:3.
This is a graphic picture of the Antichrist (10:2-11). The
iniquity which will climax at the end of this age is always
at work against God’s people —Il Thess. 2:7-8. God is the
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only one who can lift up His hand against it (10:12). “Salting the Oats”

» Psalm 11: Psalm 11 — This Psalm speaks of trusting God

adversity. Why can we trust God in adversity

» Spurgeon called thisSong of the Steadfast” and at all imes?

» The occasionis not stated. Evidently it was a time when he

was being pursued and had to flee to the mountain (11:1).
—Faith, resources, assurance: Faith will do more than flee.
1. His trust, in the brp, not in the mountain —11:1
2. The threat —11:2-3
(1) Of being shot —11:2
(2) Of destroyed foundations —11:3
« Of what foundations does he speak? See the context.
3. The grounds of David’s confidence —11:4-7
(1) His heavenly habitation —11:4a
* He is the soveriegndrp of all and He is holy.
(2) His watchfulness (omniscience) —11:4b
* He knows all and cares for us.
(3) His Divine justice —11:5
« He tests the righteous.
* He tries the righteous — hates the wicked.
(4) The judgment of the wicked —11:6
(5) The righteous &rp loveth righteousness —11:7
« It is righteous to trust in thedrbp.
—Compare Isaiah 26:3-4. Psalm 12 — In the midst of verbal attack what
response does the Psalmist model for us?
e Psalm 12.

» [litle: See Psalm 6

True today-are:

V.2 -

V.4 -

V.8 —

V. 5 is a promise.

1. Acry for help —12:1

* He sees the problem —12:2—-4

2. The arrogant speech of the sinners —12:2-4

* Vain, irresponsible talk which is empty, flattering, and double

hearted —12:2.

e Their boast —12:4

3. His trust in the righteousness of therkb —12:5-8

* He claims God's promise —12:5

* Notice the Words of thedrp —12:6-7.
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Psalm 13 — How does this Psalm describe ol

feelings and model our response while exper

encing a seemingly endless trial?

Psalm 14 — How does God describe the godless

=

50
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- They are pure words — seven is the number of complete-
ness, they are completely pure. —12:6

- How is silver purified? By fire.
- Notice what he says about the preservation of the Scrip-
tures. How long? —12:7

T W COU O S oS Doy e today s eqd lost

some manuscripts? Did Heerlose any manuscriptsp If
so, then this verse is meaningless.

Note: Some think that the “them” of verse 7 refers to His

people rather than to His Word. The context is talking abput
the Word, not the people. Of course, how else can they defend
their position that God “lost” some manuscripts which wg¢re

Tater touna by 1iscnendor on mount smar or oana m
Vatican library? The Word is our Foundation (See 12:3). We
can count on the fact that we have His Word in its entirety

today.
e Psalm 13:
* The occasion of this Psalm is also unknown. It is in a
setting of endless trial. —13:1, 2
1. He laments, God’s face seems to be hidden —13:1-2
* He feels like God doesn't care. (See | Peter 5:7)
Four times he says “How long™:
1. ... “wilt thou forget me?”
2. ... “wilt thou hide thy face from me?”
3. ... “shall | take counsel in my soul ...?"
4. ... “shall mine enemy be exalted over me?”
2. He prays that thedrp God will hear him  —13:3-4
* To consider and hear him —13:3
“consider” = “to look upon”
3. His song of deliverance —13:5-6
¢ A prayer results in victory —13:5-6
- “Mercy” (13:5) brings salvation and changes “How long?”
into a song.
* How many of David’s Psalms end with a note of victory!
¢ Psalm 14:

» The Fool (nota fool) —This is theconsummatdool.
Who isthefool? He who, against the clearest evidence,
and his own best good, denies the very existence of the
One to Whom he owes all. He is tatheist
- Notice, he says “in his heart.” It is his sincere belief.

- A portrait of the godless. Psalm 53 is an almost exact
repetition of this Psalm.

- Atheism is the greatest imaginable folly. Such wrong think-
ing leads to wrong behavior. It also leads to eternal destruc-
tion.
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Psalm 15— What 11 qualities do we find here of th

. Thefool described —14:1
(1) His belief, “There is no God” —14:1a
¢ Fool, [Heb.Nabal] —14:1
(2) His bahavior —14:1b
* "corrupt”
* "done abominable works”
« "none that doeth good” Rom. 3:10-12
How many are they? —14:2-3
» Part of 14:1-3 is quoted in Rom. 3:10-12 and applied to a
mankind.
* Do any seek God? —Rom. 3:10-12
They hate God'’s people —14:4
(1) Have they no knowledge
(2) What they do
-1 They eat up his people
-2. They “call not upon the arp”
They are fearful (cowards) —14:5
(1) “There were they in great fear” (Where?)
(2) Why? “For God is in the generatio of the righteous.’
Why?
They shame the counsel of the poor —14:6
« Why? “... because thedrb is his refuge.”
The desire of the godly in all ages —14:7
« They desire the coming of Christ and the Millennium which
follows. That will mean the restoration of His people, Israel.
Psalm 15:

» A word picture of a victorious person. Contrast this with
Psalm 14. Psalm 15 speaksldfe Wise mann contrast
to theFool of Psalm 14.

“The fear of the brp is the beginning of wisdom” —Ps.
111:10; Prov. 9:10. Fear has the idea of a reverence and fai

with a deep hatred for sin.

— Question: “lorp, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall
dwell in thy holy hill?” —15:1
« Tabernacleten) —Ps. 27:5-6; 61:4. Notice Joshua in Ex.
33:11 “... but his servant Joshua the son of Nun, a youn
man, departed not out of the tabernacle.”

* Holy hill —Ps. 50:2 “Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty,
God hath shined.”

* Answer:

. He that walketh uprightly —15:2a
« Walking with rectitude, able to look everyone in the eye.

... and worketh righteousness —15:2b
* Note, he does not say, “Doeth works ...” He is busy at thos
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man who dwells in the presence of God an
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what promise is given to him?
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Psalm 16 — This Psalm speaks of the Messia

What are the blessings, stated here, the belie

ers have in Christ?

52

Psalms

works.

3. ... and speaketh truth in his heart —15:2¢

* "in his heart,” contrast 14:1, “hath samhis heart”
¢ There is no deceitful intent —Mark 7:21-23

4. He that backbiteth not with his tongue —15:3a
* Note, “bite” with the tongue. James 3:1-18; Rom. 3:13.
5. nor doeth evil to his neighbor —15:3b

« “Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself”— See Rom. 13:8—
10; Lev. 19:18; Mark 12:29-31; Luke 10:27.

6. nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbor—15:3¢c
e That is, he does natefamehis neighbor. See Ex. 20:16.

7. In whose eyes a vile person is contemned —15:4a
« "Contemn” is related to contempt, and not to condemn. It
means to have a contempt for a vile person. Does not call
good evil and evil good. Rom. 1:32.

8. but he honoreth them that fear therRD —15:4b
e This is a needed attitude today.
* Who are being the most vilified in our society? The Chris-
tians who honor the Lord!

9. He that sweareth to his own hurt and changeth not
—15:4c

¢ He keeps his promises to God —Cf. Judg. 11:35, Jephthah’s
VoW

e Christians are not to swear (Matt. 5:33-37); Jas. 5:12).
However, their word is “yea” and “amen” (Il Cor. 1:17-20).
Christians must keep their commitments to God (Eccl. 5:4—
5 —read 5:1-5), as well as to men.

10. He that putteth not out his money to usury —15:5a
* Notice that Lev. 25:36—37 prohibits an Israelite from charg-
ing interest on money loaned to a fellow Israelite. See Prov.
28:8

11. nor taketh reward against the innocent —15:5b
« "reward,” a bribe. All sorts of evil can come from taking
bribes (gifts). See Ex. 23:8; Deut. 16:19; Isa. 1:23; 5:23;
Deut. 27:25; Prov. 17:23. Compare Ps. 15:5b with Isa.
33:15-16.

—“He that doeth these things shall never be moved.”—
15:5¢

* “never be moved” —A figure of speech referring to great
security. Righteous men are unmoveable and secure, for they
have the Lord as their Rock and Salvation (Ps. 62:2, 6). See
also Ps. 16:8; and 21:7.

(4) Man finally blessed by the gracious work of the “Man
Christ Jesus” —Psalms 16 - 41
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“Salting the Oats”

» A messianic Psalm. A song of trust (16:1).

* Michtam a prayer or meditation

such: Ps. 17, 86, 90, 102, and 142.

He pleads his own righteousness —17:1-4
¢ He asks the &rb to try him.

- To behold “the things that are equa&quitablg —17:2
« We must not regared iniquity in our hearts —Ps.66:18

He prays to God —17:5-14
(1) That He will uphold him —17:5
(2) “Shew thy marvellous lovingkindness” —17:6-7
¢ We must believe God will hear us.
(3) To be kept from the wicked oppressors —17:8-14
e Assurance: “... O thou that saveth ....” —17:7
« The “apple” (pupil) of his eye — people are careful to

53

. He expresses his trust in God —16:1
His delight in the saints —16:2-3
* In accordance with the Messianic character of the Psalm, the
Messiah is speaking, “Thou art my Lord (Adonai —Master):
my goodness extendeth not to thee” (or it is not for the Lord’s
benefit). “But to the saints that are in the earth, and to th
excellent in whom is all my delight.” Christ’s goodness is for
the benefit of the saints.
He will not even mention the idols —16:4
« Certainly there is only one God (I Cor. 8:5-6). Their gods are
but an invention, a figment of their own imagination.
* Cf. Ex. 23:13; Deut. 12:3.
The Lorb is the portion of his inheritance —16:5-6
* He says, “a goodly heritage.”
He blesses and exalts therb —16:7
* He has given counsel.
« His “reins” [kidneys; of seat of emotion and affection (fig.)]
also instruct him.
His confidence —16:8-11
« Confidence in his resurrection and exaltation (prophetic)
This is a great prophecy concerning Christ. Compare Psalm
16:8-11 with Acts 2:25-31.
(1) Position of the Lord —16:8 Psalm 17 — This Psalm is a prayer of David. Ho
(2) Death forseen —16:9 is it a model we can follow in our own prayers?
(3) Then resurrection —16:10
(4) Finally, exaltation —16:11
Psalm 17:
* A Prayer of David—Christ the Intercessor is pictured.
Many of the Psalms are prayers, but only 5 are designated as
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Psalm 18 — Relate this thanksgiving Psalm fo

God's deliverance to the freedom and victor

we have in Christ.

Psalms

protect that part of thei anatomy.

« We must pray for protection from the evil one-Matt.
6:13

* “They are enclosed in their own fat.” — “fat, the choicest,
best part of an animal,” perhaps referring to their own
importance.

3. His confidence for the end —17:15
¢ His satisfaction: “when | awake, with thy likeness.”

e Cf.1John 3:2"“... but we know that, when He shall appear, we
shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is.”

¢ Psalm 18:

* A Messianic Psalm —Called Royal Psalnby some.
Some see a Messianic reference in 18:43-45.

* Notice the superscription:... A Psalm of David the
servant of the @RD ... (The time is given.)

Compare Psalm 18 with Il Sam. 22. The two passages are
virtually the same.

What is the incident in Samuel which precedes the writing of
this Psalm? Notice the words of David’s praise and names for
the LorD in each of the following. A “Rock” song:

(1) 18:1-3
(2) 18:30-31
(3) 18:46

1. What the lorp is to him —18:1-3
« Some comparisons in the chapter:
- Rock, cf. 18:31, 46
Fortress
Deliverer, cf. 18:43
God —Elohim
Strength, in whom | will trust, Cf. 18:32—-34, 39
- Buckler, cf. 18:30
- Horn of my salvation, cf. 18:35, “shield of my salvation”
- High tower

- In Christ this is even a greater truth for us.

2. He describes his deliverance —18:4-19
¢ Deliverance from his enemies —
(1) He was afraid
¢ Sorrows of death —
* Floods of ungodly men —
e Sorrows of hell —
¢ Snares of death —
(2) He called upon thedrp, and to his God ...
* The Lorp heard his voice out of his Temple.
(3) The Lorbintervened mightily. —18:7-15
(4) The Lorp delivered “to a large place.” = —18:16-19

—18:4-5

—18:6

54
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« In Christ our deliverance is even more sure. . . "
Salting the Oats

3. Why God delivered him —18:20-30
« He delivered him because of his uprightness. —18:20-24
¢ The Lorp's righteous recompense of men —18:25-27
« The Lorp gave him strength. —18:28-29

- For “light my candle,” see | Kings 15:4.
e Three things in 18:30:
(1) God’s way is perfect
(2) The Word of the brb is tried (tested and proved)
(3) He is a buckler to all those who trust in Him
(4) In Christ we have Christ's righteousness and not our own.

4. He relates how the victory was achieved —18:31-48
* Notice what the brp is and what he does:

(1) He is God ¢lohim) —18:31a
(2) He is arock (18:2; | Cor. 10:4; Deut. 32:30—31).8:31b
(3) He girded David with strength —18:32
(4) He made him have swift feet. —18:33
(5) He taught him to war —18:34

(6) He protected him with the shield of salvation. —18:35
(7) He made large steps so his feet would not slip.—18:36

(8) The Lord helped him defeat his enemies. —18:37-42
(9) He delivered David from the people. —18:43-48 Psalm 19 — This Psalm declares that God has
revealed Himself to us. Note how He has re
vealed Himself to us and the significance de
scribed in each way.

- He subdued the people under David.
« In Christ God still gives the victory.
5. He ends with praise —18:49-50

« It is because of thedrp's deliverance.
« In Christ we have greater reason to praise.

¢ Psalm 19:

* True Science— The Works of God and the Word of God

According to this Psalm God makes Himself known to His
people in two ways. Compare Ps. 19:1-6 with 19:7-11.

Spurgeon called this Psalrithe World Book and the Word
Book.The Works of God (creation, nature) and the Word of
God (Revelation, Scripture) God’s Two Books

1. The Creation —19:1-6
» Reveals the glory and power of God

- God’s works show His glory —His existence, power, wis-
dom and goodness.

- It speaks in every place. —19:3
- Their “line is gone out through all the earth” (19:4). See the
qguote in Rom. 10:18.
2. The Word —19:7-11
* Reveals the wisdom and righteousness of God
- God’s Word shows His grace —
- The Word is designated by several names:
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Psalm 20 — Note the answers to these three ques-

tions:

Why can we trust in God?

What do we trust God to do?

Psalms

(1) Law perfect converting the soul

(2) testimonies sure making wise the simple
(3) statutes right rejoicing the heart

(4) commandments pure enlightening the eyes
(5) fear of the orp clean enduring for ever

(6) judgements. true and righteous altogether

- We are to desire God's Word for warning and great reward.

3. Man'’s reaction to God’s revelation —19:12-14
« His prayer for preservation from sin —19:12-13
- What is “the great transgression"? —19:13
¢ His praise —19:14

» God also reveals Himself (i.e. the truth from nature, and
His word) through the testimony of His people.

Psalms 20 and 21 speak of the same thing and prefsent
the same picture.

How do we demonstrate our trust in God?

Psalm 21 — How can we relate this Psalm g

triumph to our life as kings and priests?

¢ Psalm 20:

* ARoyal Psalm — Messianic — A Psalm of supplication.

1. The people speak —20:1-5
« They commend the king to the care of therb.
2. The king expresses his own confidence —20:6

« It is his confidence in thedrp for victory.

3. The people speak agashowing confidence—20:7-9
* Appeal in the Name of the God of Jacob —Cf. vv. 7, 9

* Psalm 21:
* ARoyal Psalm — Messianic — A Psalm of thanksgiving

1. Praise to the &rp for what He has done —21:1-6
e There is a Messianic note in 21:3-6. Cf. |l Sam. 7:8-17.
¢ David is a type of the true King. We apply 21:1-6 to Him.
¢ In Christ we have these blessings and more.

2. Praise to the dro for future victories —21:7-12
« In Christ we have even a greater victory to stand in.
3. Praise to Him —21:13

* He is exalted in His own strength and thus worthy of praise.

56

o7

Psalms 22, 23, 24 are called fhleree Shepherd Psalm

« David prophesied of the sufferings of Christ and the glory that shpuld

follow —I Pet. 1:10-11; Luke 24:25-27.
-1. The GOOD SHEPHERD gives His life for the sheep —Psalm]22.

¢ See John 10:11 “I am the Good Shepherd; the Good Shegherd

giveth His life for the sheep.”

« This Psalm gives the most graphic picture of His crucifixior}.

-2. The GREAT SHEPHERD tenderly cares for his sheep —Psalip 23
« See Hebrews 13:20"... brought again from the dead ... that Jreat
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlagting
covenant.”

This is the most often quoted Psalm. It speaks of the Diyine
Shepherd.

-3. The CHIEF SHEPHERD, “the King of Glory” —Psalm 24
* See | Peter 5:4, He judges His Pastors. It specifically picturef the
Lord returning to mount Zion to rule the earth.
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e Psalm 22:
 In this Psalm we see what was passing through the mind

“Salting the Oats”

and heart of our Lord as He hung upon the cross bearing

Psalm 22 — How does Psalm 22 describe Chris

I's

the penalty for our sin. Here we listen to Him as He

work on the cross, His resurrection, and Hi

communicates with His Father.

future kingdom?

“...upon Ai’jeleth Sha har,Lit. upon the hind of the dawn.

1. His Prayer —The Crucifixion —22:1-21

« Description of His sufferings—Study carefully Matt. 27 and

28. Of course, they present but the externals. We must remeimn-

ber that crucifixion was a Roman form of execution. What 3

proof of the inspiration of Scripture.

* He cried out to His Father upon the cross. —22:1

[Compare 22:1 with Matt 27:46]

* The attitude of those who will be aroutkte cross. —22:6-8

[Compare 22:6—8 with Matt. 27:39-43]
« His enemies laughed Him to scorn —22:8

* They (“dogs”) compassed Him, they pierced His hands and
feet. —22:16

[Compare 22:16 with John 20:20, 25 and Luke 24:39]
« They parted His garments among them and cast lots for H

N

vesture. —22:18

[Compare 22:18 with Matt. 27:35 and John 19:23-24]

2. His Praise —His Exaltation —22:22-31

 Tells of His glory —Think of His death between verse 21 and

22. Verse 22 breaks from the crucifixion to the resurrection|

“Brethren,” cf. John 20:17; Heb. 2:9-12.

* \erse 28 speaks of His future kingdom.

- We need to notice: (1) The kingdom is therb's (Jehovah'’s)

—v. 28. (2) The Lord (Adonai) is seen in v. 30. Scofield wrote,

“Adonai is in view as ruling on behalf of Jehovah.” The rest of
his note says, “See Psa. 110., with Mt. 22:42-45. The greate

(o}

and object of the rule of Adonai (Lord) is the restoration of the|

kingdom to Jehovah (@rp). See | Cor. 15.23, 24.” Scofield
Reference Biblel917 edition. Scofield also has a good section

on the names of God in his note under Malachi 3:18.

+
~

» Does Psalm 22 describe a past, a present, or a future wg

of Christ, and how does it describe it?

¢ Psalm 23:

Psalm 23 — As the saint's Shepherd, list the nee

ds

our LORD meets in our life.

» The Shepherd Psalm-A Psalm of David, who was a

faithful and courageous shepherd.

Without Psalm 22 there could be no Psalm 23, for there mus

—

first be the atonement, which is the foundation of all blessings.

1. The Sheep’s Pastor (Shepherd) —23:1
(1) A Personal Shepherd —23:1a
(2) A Providing Shepherd —23:1b

2. The Sheep’s Provision —23:2-5
(1) Rest and refreshment —23:2
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Psalm 24 — What truth do we have here about o

ur

present relationship with theokD as it relates

to our future with Him?

58
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(2) Restoration, Guidance —23:3
« Guidance into the paths of righteousness
(3) No fear of evil ... —23:4

« Through the valley of the shadow of death
* He fears no evil because His Shepherd is with him.
e The Loro’s rod and staff are with him:

— The “rod” — Used for protection against wild beasts

— The “staff” — The staff (or crook) used to control and guide the
sheep

(4) Feasting and blessing [A banquet] —23:5
« A “table” (banquet) in the presence of his enemies
¢ His head anointed with oil — A courtesy shown to guests
at banquets
« A plenteous banquet — His “cup runneth over.”

in the presence of his enemies —ETC.

3. The Sheep’s Prospect [A dwelling] —23:6
(1) For this life —23:6a
(2) For the hereafter —23:6b

* Does Psalm 23 describe a past, a present, or a future work of
Christ, and how does it describe it? See Heb. 13:20-21.

« Is the Lord the Shepherd of all men, believers and unbelievers?
See John 10:26-28.

e Psalm 24:
* The King of Glory - its prophetic significance it speaks of the
Lord returning to Mount Zion to rule the earth in His Kingdom.

1. The Creator and Owner of the whole earth —24:1-2
« “The earth is the brD’s by right of creation” —v. 2
— What belongs to Him —v. 1:

(1) The earth
(2) The fullness thereof
(3) They that dwell therein. This includes us.

2. Who is worthy to come to Him? —24:3-6

* See Psalm 15 here.
— “Who shall ascend into the hill of theoRD?” —24:3—4

(1) He that hath clean hands
(2) and a pure heart
(3) who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity

(4) nor sworn deceitfully
— This can only be completely true in Christ.

— “He shall receive” —24:5

(1) the blessing from thedrD

(2) and righteousness from the God of his salvation
— “This is the generation ...” —24:6
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3. The King of Glory comes to reign —24:7-10
(1) “Lift up your heads, O ye gates ...” —24:7,9
— and the King of Glory shall come in
(2) Who is this King of Glory? “The érp ...” —24:8, 10

(o]
+

* Does Psalm 24 describe a past, a present, or a future work
Christ, and how does it describe it? | Peter 5:4

e Summary of Psalm 22, 23, and 24:

Psalm 22 Psalm 23 Psalm 24

The Saviour The Shepherd The King

The Calvary Hymn The Shepherd Psalm The King of Glory

The Cross The Crook The Crown

Dying Living Reigning

Savior Shepherd Sovereign

Past Present Future

Grace Guidance Glory

GoodShepherd Great Shepherd ChiefShepherd
(John 10:11) (Heb. 13:20) (I Pet. 5:4)

» Psalms 25 — 29 record the experiences of David.

¢ Psalm 25:

Psalm 25 — List the factors of prayer and medita

L

tion given in this Psalm.

B

» A plea for forgiveness — An Acrostic Psalm (each verse

begins with a successive letter of the Hebrew alphabet):

1. Prayer (and exhortations) —25:1-7
« List his requests in Ps. 25:1-7
—“l trust in thee ...” — Therefore: —25:2-3
“let me not” —25:2b
“let not” —25:2c

“... let none that wait on thee be ashamed” —25:3a

— He calls on the &rp to be faithful to those who trust.

“... let them be ashamed which transgress ...” —25:3b
— He calls the brp to shame the transgressor.
— “Shew me thy ways.” —25:4a

See Ps. 103:7, “He made known his ways unto Moses, his acts
unto the children of Israel.” Cf. Exod. 33:13.

—“... teach me thy paths” —25:4b
See Ps. 16:11 and 77:19. We must desire to walk in His paths

—“Lead me in thy truth ...” —25:5a

—“... and teach me” —25:5b

* Why? Two reasons. —25:5¢

“... for thou art the God of my salvation ..Think of that.

“... on thee do | wait all the day.” By “waittb look eagerly for.

— Remember, O &rRD —25:6

“... thy tender mercies” —25:6a

“... thy lovingkindnesses” —25:6b

« Why? “... for they have been ever of old.” —25:6¢
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— Remember not —25:7
“the sins of my youth” —25:7a
“my transgressions” —25:7b
« How and why? According to thy mercy for thy good-
ness’ sake—25:7c

2. Meditation —25:8-15

(1) The Lorp and His way —25:8-9
-1. He will teach sinners his way. —25:8
« Why? Because He is good and upright, therefore He will
teach sinners.
« He will teach them “in the way.”
— He prayed about theokp’s “ways” in 25:4.
-2. He will guide and teach the meek. —25:9

He will guide the meek.

— He deals with sinners (25:8), providing that they are meek.

— The word “meek” means “humble,” “lowly.” The sinner
must humble himself before theoko.

He will guide them in judgment.

— By “judgment” is meant the act of judging or deciding.
One whois guided by thedepin “judgment” will exercise
justice. He will show them discernment and good sense.

He will teach them his way.

— Again, he speaks of thekp's way. And again | refer to the
notes on verse Be sure to check the passages given.

(2) The paths of the drD —25:10-11
« All the paths of the bro are mercy and truth.

-1. They are “mercy and truth.” —25:10a
* “mercy” — This is the Hebrewhesed “kindness,”
“lovingkindness,” “mercy.”His paths are mercy.
¢ “truth” — Heb. emet,which is from the rootaman (from
which we get “amen.”) The Grlaménis translated “verily”
in our King James. Abram “believed in thedp; and he
counted it to him for righteousness.” (Gen. 15:6) The word
“believed” is from the Hebaman. So emetis translated
“truth,” and so it is. The basic root has to do with firmness or
certainty. True faith is based upon a certainty, or truth. God’s
Word is true, we can believe it. It is dependable, just as He
is true.His paths are truth.
-2. This is “unto such as keep ...” —25:10b
* His covenant — The Law.
¢ His testimonies. — This refers to the Laws given with His
divine authority. Used frequently in Ps. 119 of the Word.
« See “covenant” —v. 10, and v. 14.

-3. He asks for pardon of his iniquity —25:11

¢ This pardon, For thy name’s sake...

« In a later Psalm we read, “thou hast magnified thy word
above all thy name.” (Ps. 138:2)

« His Name is highly exalted. In fact, a study of the Names (or
Name) of God yields great rewards. We know Who He is
from His Name. Yet, He has magnified His Word above that
Name.

3. God’s blessing on him “that feareth therRp” —25:12-14
 Five things:
(1) The Lorp will teach him —25:12
(2) His soul shall dwell at ease —25:13a
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(3) His seed shall inherit the earth —25:13b
(4) The “secret of the &rD is with them” —25:14a
e That is, “with them that fear him.”
(5) He will shew them His covenant —25:14b
3. His prayer —25:16-22

¢ Psalm 26:

. What David has done —26:1-8

(1) “I have trusted in thedrD ...” —26:1
(2) “For thy lovingkindness is ...” —26:3a
(3) “I have walked in thy truth” —26:3b
(4) “so will | compass thine altar, OdrD” —26:6
(5) “Lorp, | have loved ...” —26:8
. What he asks thedzp —26:9-12
(1) Gather not my soul ... —26:9-10
(2) “redeem me” —26:11b
(3) “be merciful to me” —26:11c

e Psalm 27:

1. Testimony of God’s goodness —27:1-6

Psalms

Raising Godly Generations

“Salting the Oats”

* He prays for deliverance.

(1) For mercy in his desolation and affliction. —25:16
¢ He said, “Turn thee unto me ....”

(2) That He would bring him out of his distresses.—25:17

(3) To forgive all his sins. —25:18
¢ To look upon his affliction and pain and to forgive.
(4) To deliver him from his enemies —25:19-20

« To consider that his enemies are many. —25:19a
¢ That they hate him with a cruel hatred. —25:19b

To keep his soul and deliver him. —25:20a

¢ That he will not be ashamed (through defeat?) —25:20b

Why? “... for | put my trust in thee.”

(5) “Let integrity and uprightness preserve me.” —25:21

« Why? “... for | wait on thee.”

* He waits, with expectation, on theko.

(6) He prays for the redemption of Israel. —25:22

Psalm 26:1-8 — Why did David give himself to the

LORD as stated here?

* An affirmation of integrity —26:1, 11 —Integrity is
personal righteousness. It is not sinlessniegsgrity = a

serious purpose with single-hearted devotion. (Ryrie)

e This is not a boast of his own merit, but recognition of God’s

mercy and enablement. Answer to his prayer of 25:21.

Psalm 26:9-12 — What further needs does Dav

bring to the lorRD?

¢ His resolve to “bless thedrp” —26:12

A prayer of faith

-
(@

—This great song of praise has been an encouragement

many Christians.

Psalm 27:1-6 — Relate who God is to how H

D

responds to our needs.
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. 1) Statement of confidence — The®kD is: —27:1
“Salting the Oats” @) ®

-1. My Light — Won't fall, won't fear. 27:1a

« The basis of fearlessness — light dispels darkness.

¢ Mic. 7:8 — Won't sit in darkness

¢ | John 1:5, “God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all.

« John 8:12 Jesus said, “| am the Light of the world.”

-2. My Salvation — From sin, from danger —27:1b

« The basis of faith — He is able to save, and he does save.

e Ps. 62:7; 118:14; Ex. 15:2; Ps. 85:9

¢ Matt. 1:21*JESUS, for He shall save His people from their sins”

-3. The Strength of my life —27:1c-3

« The basis of confidence to face the enemy.

« Not armies, horses, chariots (or money, possessions, or abilities)

* Psalm 20:7
(2) His desire and its results —27:4-6
[Cf. Lk. 10:38-42 as an illustration]
-1. To dwell in His house —27:4a
e Ps. 15:1-ff.
« To dwell in God’s house is to dwell in His presence.
-2. To behold His beauty —27:4b
¢ Paul: “That | may know Him ...” —Phil. 3:10
-3. To inquire in His Temple —27:4c
* To know His will —The Word and the Holy Spirit
(3) Results —27:5-6
-1. Hidden in His pavilion in time of trouble —27:5

¢ In the secret of His tabernacle —Cf. 31:20; 17:8

* Set upon a Rock —Cf. 40:2

-2. His head shall be lifted up —27:6a
e Ps. 3:3
-3. He’'ll offer sacrifice of joy —27:6b

¢ Sacrifice: Ps. 107:22; Heb. 13:15
« Singing praises —Cf. Ps. 13:6

Psalm 27:7-14 — In light of our needs relate this 2. Prayer for God’s help and victory —27:7-12

prayer to how we should pray. (1) His call to the brp to hear his cry —27:7

¢ “... have mercy also upon me and answer me”

(2) Notice how promptly he obeyed —27:8

* He sought the &rp's face. See Ps. 24:6.

(3) Prayer that he will not be forsaken. —27:9

« “Hide not thy face far from me.”

« “... put not thy servant away in anger”

“... thou hast been my help”

¢ “... leave me not”
¢ “... neither forsake

(4) The Lorp’s care surpasses that of parents. —27:10

¢ Compare Isa. 49:15-16 and 63:16

(5) He asks the &rp to teach and lead him. —27:11

« “Teach me thy way.” See notes on 25:4, 8 and 12.

¢ “... lead me in a plain path.”
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« Why? Because of his enemies. See Ps. 5:8; 56:5-6; Jer. 27:110; - - -
Dan. 6:4-5; Luke 20:20. Salting the Oats

3. What kept him from fainting? —27:13

¢ “] had fainted, unless | had believed to see...”

— Note:“l had fainted” is in italics, meaning that it was supplied by
the translators because it was necessary in order to complete th
statement. If the sentence were to begin with, “unless,” as in the
Hebrew text, we would ask, “what might happen ‘unless’?” Would
we say, ‘I had rejoiced unless ...?” That would not be logical. Just
what would be the appropriate words to say if it were not written as
it is in the KIJV? The NASV says, “I would have despaired ...."
Another says, “I would have lost heart.” The word “fainted”
covers both of these ideas quite well, for “faint” in the Scriptures
does not mean to swoon, but to lose heart or even to despair.

« Had he not “believed to see” the goodness of theolin the land of
the living (here on this earth)

[¢]

¢ David here speaks of what he haelieved to seéhe Lorp do. The
Lorp's goodness was the reward of his believing.
— “believed” is the Hebrewamanagain. We looked at that in our note
on 25:10a, “truth.”
* We may also infer a challenge concerning what theolcan do for
us (and for others) today. We mimstlieve to seélis goodness.

Psalm 27:14 — Why must we wait on theRD?

4. Exhortation —27:14

¢ This verse should be memorized by every believer.
* “Wait on the loro” —Cf. Isa. 40:30-31; 41:1, 10; 25:9.

* Psalm 28: Psalm 28 — How can we relate this Psalm to times
« A prayer for deliverance —A lament psalm. when we are in great need for help?
1. Prayer to be delivered —28:1-5
(1) He cries to the “bro my Rock.” —28:1a
(2) His requests for himself —28:1b

-1. “[B]e not silent to me.” —28:1b

« “Be notsilent: lest, if thou be silentto me, | become like them
that go down into the pit.”

* He thus prays for deliverance from the fate of the wicked.

-2. Hear the voice of my supplications ....” —28:2
* When he cries to thedro ...
« When he lifts up his hands to the “holy oracle”

— The “Rock” fans lift their hands to the “performers.” The
Godly lift “holy hands” to the Lord (I Tim. 2:8).

(3) His petition concerning the wicked —28:3-5
-1. He has prayed for deliverance from the fate of the wicked in
28:1.
-2. Draw me not away with the wicked ...” —28:3

* They are “the workers of iniquity.”
* They are treacherous to their neighbors.

-3. Give them according to their deeds —28:4-5
¢ This is imprecation (to pray for judgment upon someone).
According to the wickedness of their endeavors ... —28:4
After the work of their hands ...
Render to them their desert ...
Why will He destroy them? —28:5
— Because they regard not the works of thed....
— They regard not the operation of His hands.
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Psalm 29 — This Psalm praises the powerful voig

of God. How does this relate to us today?

e
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2. Praise for answered prayer —28:6-8
(1) He blesses thedrp —28:6
*« Why? Because He has heard him.
(2) What the lorp is to him —28:7

« As, “my strength and my shield”
— “strength” — The bro is his might. See v. 8. Cf. Phil. 4:13.
— “shield” — See Gen. 15:1, after Abram rescued Lot. Who was
his Shieldfrom retaliation? See Ps. 5:12.

¢ His heart: Trusting in Him, and he was helped.
« His heart: Greatly rejoicing.
— He will praise the brp with his song. This was David, “the
sweet psalmist of Israel” (Il Sam. 23:1).
(3) The Lorb is Strength: —28:8
« For others: He is their strength ...
¢ For His Anointed: He “is the saving strength.”

Prayer for God’s people —28:9

(1) They are called:

-1. Thy people
-2. Thine inheritance —Cf. Ps. 33:12; Deut. 9:29; 32:9

(2) He calls on the &ro to:
-1. Save
-2. Bless
-3. Feed
-4. Lift them up for ever

* Psalm 29:
» The Voice of the brp, His power in the storm —

1. An appeal to accord Him His due —29:1-2

(1) Give (or ascribe) Him:
-1. Glory and strength —
-2. The glory due His Name —
(2) Worship Him:
-1. Worship: To bow down or prostrate oneself in worship
-2. How? “in the beauty of holiness”

. Why do these things?

(1) The Voice of the bro is upon the waters —29:3
(2) The Voice of the bro is powerful —29:4a
(3) The Voice of the bro is full of majesty —29:4b
(4) The Voice of the brp breaketh the cedars —29:5-6
* He breaks the cedars of Lebanon. —29:5
* He makes the cedars to skip like a calf .... —29:6a

* He makes “Sirion” like a young unicorn. —29:6b
- Sirion: Sirion = “breastplate” — one of the names of Mount
Hermon, used by the Sidonians. See Deut. 3:9.

(5) The Voice of the bro divideth flames of fire = —29:7

(6) The Voice of the brp shaketh the wilderness —29:8
« Wilderness of Kadesh

(7) The Voice of the bro makeththe hinds tacalve —29:9a
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(8) The Voice of the brp discovereth (Lit., “strips off”)
the forests. —29:9b
« “and in His Temple doth every one speak of His glen29:9c

“Salting the Oats”

3. Words of praise —29:10-11
(1) He sits upon the flood (of Noah) —29:10a

« The Hebrew word for “flood” habb0) used here appears else-
where only in Gen. 6-11 dealing with Noah'’s flood.

(2) He sits “King for ever.” —29:10b
e See Ps. 10:16; 145:13; 146:10; Jer. 10:10; Dan. 4:34; 6:26; and
| Tim. 6:15-16.
(3) A twofold promise to his people: —29:11
-1. Strength
-2. Peace

Notice the “geography” of this Psalm:
-1. Upon the waters —29:3

-2. Cedars — Lebanon, Sirion (Hermon) —29:5-6
-3. Wilderness — Kadesh —29:8

-4. Forests (“discovereth,” = strips off) —29:9

Psalm 30 — This is a Psalm giving praise for great
deliverance. Relate the truth of the praise fqr

« “A Psalm and Song at the dedication of the house of this deliverance to the situations in our lives.
David” — this is the superscription of the Psalm.
— Although nothing is said in this Psalm about his house.

— Ifthe occasion was in fact the dedication of David’s house, se
Il Sam. 5:10-12. Or some think that it also might refer to the
dedication of God’s altar on the site where the Temple late
stood. See | Chron. 21, and note especially 21:18-19, 25-26.
This latter idea is doubtful, because no house was built.

— Notice that it is a Psalm of praise for deliverance. Sorrow,

¢ Psalm 30:

(D

=

sickness (30:2) lasts just a short while. There is joy when it is
over (30:5).
1. Praise for deliverance from sickness —30:1-5
(1) He praises God —30:1-3

* He will “extol” (exalt) the lorp. —30:1a
*« Why? Two reasons:
-1. The Llorp has lifted him up. —30:1b
— Is this victory?
-2. The Lorp did not make his foes rejoice over him. —30:1¢c
* He cried to the brp and the lorp healed him. —30:2
— Or was it healing from physical malady? Cf. Ps. 6:2-5.
(2) He invites others to join him —30:4-5
« Notice that he calls only upon the saints in this —30:4.
— He calls on them to sing unto therbp.
— He calls on them to give thanks at the remembrance of His
holiness.
« Another comforting verse to memorize —Psalm 30:5
— This teaches a very practical and comforting truth.
* The comfort of this verse:
-1. His anger endureth but a moment.
§ Anger — opposite ofavor
-2. In his favour is life.
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Psalm 31 — From this Psalm of protection note how

God describes Himself making His protection

possible.

Psalm 31 — Note also the different ways we mus

respond to actually live in God's protection.

D
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-3. Weeping may endure for a night, but
§ Weeping — opposite gby
-4. Joy cometh in the morning.

2. His sin, its punishment, and his petition = —30:6-10
(1) His sin of self-sufficiency —30:6
e Cf. | Chron. 21:1-2
(2) Because of God'’s favor —30:7a

¢ God had made David’s kingdom strong.
¢ But David had presumed self-sufficiency (30:6).

(3) Then God’s chastisement —30:7b
¢ This was because of his presumption of self-sufficiency.
e Cf. | Chron. 21:7-17

(4) His repentant cry —30:8-10
He cried to the bro and made supplication. —30:8

He can praise thedrp better alive than dead. —30:9

— He can declare God's Truth if he is alive.

— He will give thanks to God for ever. —30:12b

He calls upon the drp for mercy and to be his helper. —30:10

3. His praise and glory to theokp —30:11-12
(1) God’s deliverance —30:11
* The Lorp has turned for him as he spoke in 30:5.
(2) His praise and thanksgiving —30:12
« Because the dro turned for him, now he can praise Him, “and
not be silent.”

¢ How long will he give thanks unto theokp.
— Again, compare what he says in verse 9.

¢ Psalm 31:

» A plea for protection — A lament Psalm. On the Cross

Christ quoted 31:5. A Messianic Psalm.

— Occasion: A time of trouble and grief (31:9); of iniquity and
consequent weakness (31:10); of reproach (31:11); of loneli-
ness (31:12); of slander and fear (31:13). Would this speak of
the experience spoken of in | Sam. 23:1-15? Or would it refer
to the experiences surrounding his flight from Absalom?

— Notice the different names of thekb:

-1. Strong rock —31:2,3
-2. House of defence, fortress —31:2, 3
-3. Strength —31:4
-4. Lorp God of truth —31:5
1. A confident plea —31:1-8
(1) He calls upon thedro for deliverance. —31:1-3

« He asks the &rp to never let him be ashamed. —31:1b

« Because He puts his trust in the Lord. —31:1a

* He appeals to the Lord’s righteousness. —31:1c

He calls on the &ro to bow down His ear to him and to deliver
him. —31:2a

What he asks thedrp to be:

-1. To be his strong rock —31:2b
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3. His appeal for deliverance —31:14-18
(1) His trust was in the &rD —31:14-15
¢ He trusted and said, “Thou at my God.” —31:14
« He asks for deliverance ... —31:15b
(2) He asks for salvation and victory —31:16-18

Psalms
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« He appeals to the Lord’s righteousness. —31:1c
* He calls on the &rp to bow down His ear to him and to

“Salting the Oats”

deliver him speedily. —31:2a

¢« What he asks thedro to be:

-1. To be his strong rock —31:2b

-2. To be “an house of defence to save” him. —31:2c

(2) Confidence based upon Who the Lord is —31:3-4

« What the Lord is (some repetition) ...

-1. His “rock” —31:3

-2. His “fortress” —31:3

-3. His “strength” —31:4

¢ He asks Him, for His namesake, to ... —31:3
-1. Lead him

-2. Guide him

¢ His request that he would be pulled out of the net laid by his

enemies. —31:4

(3) He entrusted himself to theokp. —31:5

¢ Ps. 31:5ais a prophetic passage which was quoted in Luke 23:46.

Compare | Pet. 2:23.

¢ The Lorp God of Truth had redeemed him. —31:5b

His appeal for mercy in his distress —31:9-13

(1) His call for mercy because he is in trouble —31:9-12

* Notice the mention of mercy in this Psalm: 31:7, 9, 16.

* His eye (soul and belly) are consumed with grief. —31:9
* Notice his plight and its cause —31:10-12

(2) The opposition of his enemies —31:13

¢ He heard the slander of many.

« Fear was on every side.
« They took counsel together against him, and “devised” to take

away his life.

« “Make thy face to shine upon thy servant.” —31:16a

« Save me “for thy mercies’ sake.” (salvation) —31:16b

¢ “Let me not be ashamed ...” —31:17a

— Defeat by his enemies would shame him.
— Why? He has called upon thesdp. —31:17b

« “... let the wicked be ashamed and silent in the gravkéat(

means they would be deag-31:17¢c

That the lying lips be put to silence (by therb). —31:18

— They speak grievous words

His assurance and praise —31:19-22

(1) His expression of confidence —31:19-20
¢ With 31:19, compare Matt. 10:32-33; Rom. 10:9-10.

(2) The Lorp’'s answer despite his doubt —31:21-22

* Notice his hasty saying —31:22. God graciously answered de-

spite the doubt expressed here.

— Many saints have probably thought and said such a thing in
time of suffering, but none has ever been “cut off from before”

the eyes of the d&rp.
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Psalm 32 — What essential factors for forgiveness

and victory are given in this Psalm?

Psalm 33 — List the reasons given here why we cz

praise the bro.

AN
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5. His call to the saints —31:23-24
(1) First call: “O love the Lord ...” —31:23
« Why must they love Him? [From the verse.]
(2) Second call: “Be of good courage ...” —31:24

« What will He do and to whom? [From this verse.]

¢ Psalm 32:

* One of the 7 Penitential Psalms — Thanks for forgiveness
— A Psalm of instructionvaschil There are 13 of these in
all, and this is the first of them. Read this Psalm in light
of 1 John 1:9 (cf. 32:5). “Selah,” “think of that!”

 David, like Paul, knew the truth ohputedrighteousness.
See 32:1-2, 5 and compare with Rom. 4:5-8.

1. The blessing of forgiveness —32:1-5
¢ The blessed person—sin forgiven —32:1-2
* The burden of unconfessed sin —32:3-4
* The blessing of confession and forgiveness —32:5

2. His sense of security —32:6-7
« The godly should pray to be preserved from evil

3. God will instruct and guide —32:8-9
¢ He will instruct and guide —32:8

— Some say thatitis David speaking here. It may be so, but | sincerely
doubt it.
— David spoke in the verse just before, and addresseddthe He
certainly is not going to instruct theokp or guide Him withhis
eye.
« He does not guide us as men guide horses and mules. —32:9

— What is the difference? —
— But don’t be a stupid animal (horse, or mule) which have no
understanding and who must be guided with a bit.

4. He warns sinners and exhorts those who trust
—32:10-11

¢ Psalm 33:

» A Psalm of praise to thedro — Apparently written to
continue the thought of Psalm 32 and to give more reasons
why the righteous should rejoice. Compare 32:11 with
33:1.

1. The call to praise —33:1-3
(1) The glory of praise —33:1
(2) Instruments used in praise —33:2

« What instruments are use&2search and describe each.
(3) The voice used in praise —33:3

« The voice is accompanied by skilful playing (instruments again).
« How? “... with a loud noise.No soft and meek music here.
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The Lorp is praised as Righteous —33:4-5
(1) Two demonstrations of His righteousness —33:4

“Salting the Oats”

« His Word is right.

* His works are done in truth.

(2) His goodness is in the earth —33:5

¢ His nature:

— He loves righteousness

— He loves judgment (that igyst judgment)

* How he demonstrates that nature:

— The earth is full of His Goodness.

— Contrast the fact that the earth is full of the wickedness of man:

In his goodness He does not indulge man, but he deals justly i

B

every way. We may not recognize His goodness because (¢

=

what we see on every hand, but it is here nonetheless.

— The earth, so full of His goodness, so empty of man’s praise

The Lorp is praised as Creator —33:6-9

(1) How He created the heavens —33:6
* The heavens made by the Word of therb (Jehovah).

— See Gen. 1:14-18 (sun, moon, stars); Ps. 148:1-5 (5); He

11:3

« The host of the heavens made “by the breath of His mouth.”

— Ps. 104:30 and Job 26:13.

(2) What He did with the waters —33:7
¢ He gathered them up “as an heap.”
— Heap: “... always has reference to restrained or dammed u

waters.” (Theol. Wordbook)Qf course, Waltke, being some-
what liberal, follows by implying a naturalistic explanation of

the miraculous damming of the River Jordan by the Lord (Josh|

3:13, 16)] They also refer to Exod. 15:8 (“heap”) and refer to

Exod. 14:22.

o

— Ps. 33:7, refers to the creation (see Gen. 1:9-10). See J
26:10; 38:8-11; Prov. 8:29 and Jer. 5:22.

— Exod. 15:8 and Josh. 3:13, 16 refer tolrapingup the water,

first of the Red Sea, and then of the River Jordan on behalf g

His people, Israel.

(3) Why should we stand in awe of Him? —33:8-9

¢ He calls on all... —33:8

— “... all the earth to fear” Him — “fear” o fear, be afraid,
stand in awe of, be awed by, to reverence, honor, respect.

— “... all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him” —

“awe” — "This root means to be intimidated before a stronger|

or superior being or thing.” (Theol. Wordbook)
¢ Why be in awe? —33:9

— He “spake and it was done.” (v. 6)

— He “commanded and it stood fast.” “commandedisz TwoT

The Lorp is praised as Sovereign —33:10-11
« He is sovereign in His purpose (His counsel).
(1) He destroys the counsel of the heathen. —33:10

¢ He brings the counsel of the nations to nought.

— See their counsel in Psalm 2:1-3.

* He makes their devices of none effect.

— Parallel thoughts: “heathen” and “the people.” It refers to
humanity without God.

(2) His counsel stands for ever. —33:11
¢ The counsel (advice, purpose) of therb is for ever.
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Psalm 34:1-10 — What examples of God's delive

r-

ance are given here?
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« The thoughts of thedrp’'s heart stand to all generations.
Translated from the same Hebrew word are: (1) “devices” (v.
10), and (2) “thoughts” (v. 11) — Meaning “device, or
thought,” in the sense gflan, purpose, invention.
* See Prov. 19:19:21 and Psalm 92:5.

5. The Lorp is praised for His Providence —33:12-15

« He is provident to ALL men — all of the inhabitants of the earth.

(1) The blessed nation —33:12
¢ The nation whose God(ohim) is the Lorp (Jehoval is Israel.

— See Exodus 6:3 [6:1-4].

—“In Ex. 6:3 the lorp explains to Moses that by His name
JEHOVAH he had not been ‘known’to the patriarchs, meaning
‘know’ (seeyadd) in its fullest sense: the name (Jehovah) was
in use (Gen. 12:8; 15:2, 7, 8) but was appreciatedin the
redemption significance that it acquired under Moses ...
[from my answers iMhe Doctrine of Gogd

— See Gen. 9:26-27: Elohim enlarges Japheth, but twe L
(Jehovah) is the God of Shemp#wp is especially used in
references to the God of Israel.

— Itis a blessed nation.

« The “people whom he hath chosen for is own inheritance” — does

this refer believers? See | Pet. 2:9.

— We are chosen “in him” (in Christ) and “accepted in the
beloved” (Eph. 1:4, 6). It does not say, “choseiein Him.”

(2) The omniscience of thedep —33:13-14
* He beholdsll the sons of men from heaven. —33:13
¢ He looks upon all the inhabitants of the earth. —33:14
(3) He fashioned the hearts of all men alike. —33:15

« He fashioned their hearts — He created their hearts.
* He considers their works — He understands their works.

6. The Lorp is praised for His Strength —33:16-22

(1) No king can be saved by arms and armies. —33:16-17
« He is not saved by a great army or by much strength. —33:16
¢ A horse is a vain thing for safety. —33:17
— This is also true of tanks, airplanes, ships or missiles. All are
empty hopes for victory.
(2) Loro delivers them. —33:18-19
* The eye of the tro is upon those who hope in His mercy
« He will deliver their soul from death and to keep them alive in

”

famine.
(3) They wait upon the drp —33:20-21
¢ He is “our help and ... shield” — Their soul waited for the
Lorp.—33:20

« Their heart will rejoice in Him because they trusted in His holy
Name. —33:21

(4) Their request for mercy —33:22
* They request mercy “according” to their hope in Him.

¢ Psalm 34:

» Another acrostic (alphabetic) Psalm — A Psalm of deliv-
erance — A Messianic Psalm — 34:20, which was fulfilled
in John 19:36.

— See the introduction —I Sam. 21:10-15. David feigned-mad
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ness then fled to the cave of Adullam —I Sam. 22:1.

— \Verses 4, 6, 17 contain the theme of Psalm 34:
(1) Sought, cried, cry, etc. —wv. 4, 5, 6, 17
(2) Heard, etc. —vv. 4, 6, 15, 17
(3) Delivered, saved, etc. —vv. 4, 6, 17, 18, 19, 22

His testimony of the &rp’s deliverance  —34:1-10
(1) His testimony —34:1-7
¢ He blesses and praises therb. —34:1-2
¢ He calls on others the magnify thedo with him. —34:3
* How the Lorp responded to him and others. —34:4-6
* A great promise to be memorized —34:7

(2) His appeal to the people to “taste.” —34:8-10
¢ Another verse to memorize —34:8
* Notice the request and the promise of this verse.
¢ What is His reward to those who fear Him? —34:9
« What about those who seek therb? —34:10

(3) The lessons:
« If we seek, He will deliver —v. 4;
« if we look, He will lighten —v. 5;
« if we cry, He will save —v. 6;
« if we fear, He will surround —v.7.
— These are some big “if's.”

Raising Godly Generations
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Psalm 34:11-14 — How does God teach us the fe

ar

of the LORD?

He teaches the people —34:11-14
(1) Invitation to “school” —34:11
(2) The course of study —34:12-14
« How to receive long life —24:12-13
— "Keep thy tongue from evil ...” —34:13. See Ps. 106:33; Job

38:1-2; Matt. 16:23

¢ He instructs —24:14

— Depart from evil and do goodgdod]

— Seek peace and pursue fefcéd

Psalm 34:15-22 — What examples of deliverang

does God give us here?

Encouragement —34:15-22

« It is encouragement concerning deliverance of the righteous.

(1) The Lorp’s watchfulness is emphasized —34:15-16
¢ "The eyes ...” —34:15. See 33:18 and | Pet. 3:12

(2) He hears the cry of the righteous —35:17

(3) The Lorp is near the humble —35:18

(4) His salvation is sure —34:19-22

¢ 34:20 is the prophetic verse, speaking of Christ. Cf. John 19:36.

« There is an exhortation to righteousness in 34:11-18.

Psalm 35 — In view of wrongs from other people

D

¢ Psalm 35:

against us personally, how does our concept

and relationship to God fitin our response to th

)

 Thisis animprecatory Psalm. ACry for Justice and Divine

conflict?

Help.

— TheimprecatoryPsalms, which invoke judgment upon ones

enemies, are prayers for the destruction of the wicked, whos

cup is full and whose judgment is executed. They must b

Why is this so important?
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“Salti h N understood as the prayers of the godly in a day of terrible
Salting the Oats apostasy and violence. To see a conflict here with Christ’s

teachings concerning love and forgiveness is to misunder-

stand God’s holiness when His grace in Christ has been

rejected. These Psalms demonstrate God’s righteousness in
judgment (58:11), show His authority over the wicked, draw

the wicked to seek Him (83:16), and cause the righteous to

praise (7:17).

« In each of the divisions David prays for the defeat of his
enemies, asserts his own innocence, and closes with promises of

praise to God.

1. —35:1-10

(1) His prayer against his enemies —35:1-6, 8

(2) His innocence affirmed —36:7

(3) His promise of praise —35:9-10

2. —35:11-18

(1) His prayer against his enemies —35:11-12, 15-17

(2) His innocence affirmed —35:13-14

(3) His promise of praise —35:18

3. —35:19-28

(1) He prays against his enemies —35:19-26 (parts)

(2) He affirms his own innocence —35:19, 23-24, 27 (parts)

(3) His promise of praise —35:28

Psalm 36:1-4 — How are the wicked described in

these verses? » Psalm 36:

» The Wicked is Contrasted with God's Righteous At-

tributes —A psalm of contrasts. “A Psalm to David the

servant of the brp” —Cf. Il Sam. 3:18; 7:5, 8.

1. The Wicked —36:1-4

« Testifies by his transgressions that he does not fear God —36:1

[See Matt. 7:20; Eph. 2:10; Il Cor. 5:17]

« Flatters himself in his own eyes —36:2

— How long? Until his iniquity be found to be hateful.

¢ His words are iniquity and deceit —36:3

— And what has he left off to be and do?

* He schemes (deviseth) —36:4a

— Where does he do this?

¢ He sets himself in a way that is not good —36:4b

* He does not abhor evil —36:4c

Psalm 36:5-9 — In contrast to this description of th

ES o))

wicked, what attributes of God are given herep 2+ God —36:5-9

¢ His mercy, faithfulness, righteousness, judgments, preservation,

lovingkindness, His abundance (fatness), life, and light are seen in
these verses\otice how he describes the greatness of these things.

3. Petition —36:10-11

72
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¢ To continue His loving protection —36:10-11

4. The end of the wicked —36:12

¢ Psalm 37:

» Based upon the argument of Psalm 37, why is it better t
be righteous than wicked? See 37:2, 9, 10, 13, 15, 17, 2

28, 34-36, 38; Psalm 73:18; Eccl. 8:11-13

— Written in David’s old age —37:25. It is a series of
proverbial expressions, impossible to outline.

* Injunctions in this Psalm:

1. Fret not ... —37:1a
2. Be not envious ... —37:1b
3. Trust in the oRD ... —37:3
4. Delight thyself in the ©RD ... —37:4

« A great promise: He shall give the desires of thine heart.

5. Commit thy way unto thedrbp ... —37:5a
6. Trust in Him ... —37:5b
7. Restin the brD ... —37:7a
8. Wait patiently for Him ... —37:7b
¢ Cf.vv. 9-11
9. Cease from anger ... —37:8a
10. Forsake wrath ... —37:8b
11. Various sayings of great wisdom and value:
e v. 11 —cf. Matt. 5:5
¢ v. 16 —cf. Prov. 15:16; 16:8; | Tim. 6:6
e v. 21
e V. 23-24
e v. 25
*«v.30
12.The righteous —37:30-31
13. The practical lesson —37:35-37

Raising Godly Generations
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Psalm 36:10-12 — What response to God is appro-

priate when we see the contrast between the

wickedness of man and the attributes of God?

o

—

Psalm 37 — In this Psalm, how does God instru¢

us to walk with Him and not be anxious?

* Many other comparisons can be made other than those shov
above.

¢ Psalm 38:

A penitential Psalm speaking of sorrow and suffering fo
sin, orThe Supplications of a Suffering Saint.

— Each of the sections begins with a petition directed to God

1. The sufferings from sin —38:1-8

73
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Psalm 38:1-8 — How are the effects of sin de

scribed here?
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* The effects of sin on the life of a believer:

(1) Judgment (sickness —v. 7) —38:3a
(2) No rest —39:3b
(3) Burden —38:4
(4) Repulsive wounds (sickness —v. 7) —38:5
« “wounds”i.e.,stripes a poetic description of God'’s scourging
for his sin.
(5) Depression (troubled, bowed, mourning) —38:6, 8
Psalm 38:9-14 — How are we to respond to others 2. His silence when he was reviled —38:9-14
when they revile us? « The Lord kept His silence also, see | Pet. 2:21-23 and Matt. 27:39-
44,
3. Confession and petition —38:15-22

Psalm 38:15-22 — How are we to deal with our sin

Psalm 39:1-6 — Since life is vain and brief, what

factors must we keep in mind?

Psalm 39:7-13 — What response is properaswe ¢

outto God concerning life's brevity and vanity?

-~

74

* The hope of the Psalmist —38:15
¢ His confession —38:18 —Cf. | John 1:9

¢ Psalm 39:

“Jedu’thun,” “a choir of praise” —There were three chief
musicians, A’saph, Heman, and Jedu thun (I Chron. 25:1—
6). These were of the Levites whose duties had been that
of carrying the Tabernacle and its furniture during the
wilderness wanderings (see Num. 3:17—4:49). Jedu’thun
was a descendant of Merari. Of Jedu"thun were Gedaliah,
Zeri, Jeshai"ah, Hashabi’ah, and Mattithi"ah. They were
“under the hands of their father Jeduthun, who prophesied
with a harp, to give thanks and to praise th&l.” See
also | Chron. 16:38-42; Il Chron. 5:12; 29:14; 35:15;
Neh. 11:17. See also Psalm 62 and 77 titles.

1. Musings and prayer —39:1-6
« Musings and prayer concerning the brevity of life:
(1) The sins of the tongue are great sins —39:1

« He would not muse about the brevity of life before the wicked, so
he kept silence.

(2) His heart was hot within him as he prayed —39:2-4

« Though he was dumb with silence, his heart was hot within him
as he asked thedrp to show him the brevity of life

(3) Life is brief and vain —39:5-6
2. Prayer —39:7-13

« Prayer for God’s deliverance and compassion:

(1) His hope is in the &rD —39:7

(2) Prayer —39:8-10

« Prayer for deliverance from chastisement for his sin

¢ David’s fall was used by thedrp to open his eyes to many
things. The sin of David was contrary to God’s will— as sin
always is, when we look at this even in David’s life, we should
be overwhelmed by God’s grace —His overriding, surpassing
grace!

(3) The thoroughness of chastisement —39:11
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(4) Prayer —39:12-13
* He asks to be spared in view of the brevity of life

¢ Psalm 40:

» A Messianic Psalm —The Song of the Redeemed — Thi

Raising Godly Generations
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S
o

has a triple application: (1) to the Psalmist, (2) to the

Messiah, and (3) tdlE! David speaks as a prophet. We heat

the words of Christ in this Psalm, as we did in Psalm 22.

Praise —40:1-10
(1) Praise for past deliverance —40:1-5
* The resurrection song of the Redeemer —40:3

* Where is our “Resurrection song”? Rom. 6 says we are raise
together with Him to newness of life. He puts “a new song” in our|
mouth.

(2) Dedication to obedience of God’s will —40:6-10

* Prophetic verses dealing with the Messiah —40:6—-8. See He
brews 10:5-7 for the New Testament quotation.

Psalm 40:1-10 — This is a song of the redeeme

For what does the redeemed offer praise?

¢ “... mine ears hast thou opened” —See Exod. 21:6; Deut. 15:1
18 (a sign of voluntary perpetual service).

Petition for deliverance —40:11-17

(1) Prayer for deliverance —40:11-12

(2) See Psalm 70 which is almost identical to this
40:13-17

Psalm 41 ends the Genesis Section of the Psalms.

¢ Psalm 41:

» AMessianic Psalm, this ilBhe Betrayal Psalm- A Psalm
of Blessing — Another “Psalm of David.” The occasion
was probably David’s experience in Il Sam. 15:12; 16:2
— 17:4.

Blessing on the merciful —41:1-3

Psalm 40:11-17 — For what does the redeem

pray?

Psalm 41 — How do blessing and trouble inte

change in this Psalm?

e This is the third Psalm opening with a benediction —See
Psalm 1 and Psalm 32.

¢ This is an amplification of, “Blessed are the merciful: for they shall
obtain mercy” —Mt. 5:7.

(1) The blessed man considers the poor. —4:la

(2) How the Lorp will show him mercy:
-1. He will deliver him in time of trouble. —41:1b
-2. He will preserve him and keep him alive. —41:2a
-3. He shall be blessed upon the earth. —41:2b
-4. He will not deliver him to the will of his enemies. —41:2c
-5. He will strengthen him upon the bed of languishing. —41:3
¢ The “bed of languishing” is a bed of sickness.

. The accusations of the wicked —41:4-8

(1) He calls on the &rp to be merciful to him. —41:4
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-1. He asks for healing of soul.
-2. Why? Because he has sinned against troL

(2) His enemies show him no mercy. —41:5-8
-1. His enemies speak evil of him, wishing for his death. —41:5
-2. They are hypocritical toward him —41:6
-3. Those who hate him conspire against him. —41:7

-4. They believe that he has an evil and fatal disease. —41:8
¢ In fact, this is wishful thinking on their part.

3. The betrayal by his friend —41:9
* Prophecy of the betrayal of Judas —41:9
— Cf. John 13:18-19
* Notice the nature of that betrayal:
— He is a “familiar friend.”

— He trusted this friend.
— This friend ate of his bread.

4. Praise to God for His mercy —41:10-12
(1) He calls on the Lord to raise him up. —41:10a
(2) Why raise him up? So he can requite them. —41:10b

(3) How he knows the &rp favors him. —41:11-12
* Because his enemies won't triumph over him. —41:11
¢ That the lorp upholds him in his integrity, and sets him before

His face for ever. —41:12
5. Praise to the @rRD God of Israel —41:13
* Blessed be thedrp from everlasting to everlasting.

e This is the closing doxology of the first book of the Psalms.

2. Book 2 — Psalms 42 — 72
Corresponding with Exodus

* Redemption through the bloed

» Redemption is in view: Israel's Ruin (42—-49), the Re-
deemer (50-60), Redemption (61-72).

» Ends with a doxology of praise in Psalm 72:18-19.

—Or, we may say that Israel is specifically in view. In this group,
19 Psalms are of David. As Israel suffered and was redeemed,
so the godly suffer and are delivered.

» Exodus describes how God’s people suffered, were re-
deemed, made into a nation, and led forth toward the land
of promise. As to the name of God: Jehovah is used 164
times to 30 times for Elohim.

1. Israel's Ruin —Psalms 42 — 49
* “A cry” from the depths of oppression.
* The persecution of Israel will be fulfilled in its completeness

during the Great Tribulation period. The following summary of
possible typesnay help:
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Psalms 42 — 44 Israel in Affliction —TRIBULATION

Psalm 45 The King —ADVENT (Second coming)
Psalms 46 — 48 Kingdom Established — MILLENNIUM
* Psalm 46 The end, after Armageddon
A River (v. 4)
Peace (v. 9)
e Psalm 47 The King reigning over the nations
e Psalm 48 Mount Zion

e Psalms 42 (and 43):

* Note: To Korah—Psalms 42-49, 84—-85, 87—88. See Num.

16:1-3 and Il Chron. 20:19.

— Israel had been in affliction in Egypt [Exodus], and there ig
coming a great and terrible time of suffering for them [Dan.

12:1; Matt. 24:3-31]. It is clear that Psalms 42 and 43 ar
connected in thought, since Ps. 43 seems to be a continuati
of Ps. 42. Note the similarity of the statements in 42:5, 11, an

Raising Godly Generations
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Psalm 42:1-5 — How is our longing after God

described in these verses?

4%

[=}

43:5. Write out the differences between the three statements:

“countenance” (6440)—(42:5, 11; 43:5) théace.[1782a]face —

“... identifies the person and reflects the attitude and sentiments @

the person. As suclpanimcan be a substitute for the self or the

feelings of the self.” The “help of His countenance” would refer to the|
help of His favor. In contrast, to turn away the face means to rejec

(Ps. 132:10).

“help” (42:5)—(3444), “health” (42:11; 43:5)—(3444) something
saved i.e. (abstr.)deliverance henceaid, victory, prosperity: —

+

by

[929b] yeshu’a, salvation. This word is translated “Jesus” in the New
Testament.

Take note of the question seen in 42:9 and 43:2 (see below

=

Longing for God in deep distress He was sorrowful
because he had been barred from worship in “the house
God” —42:2, 4. His soul cries for communion with God
—42:1-2.

— Taunts about His God —42:3, 10

Longing ... —42:1-5
* Note: “panteth” —v. 1, “thirsteth” —v. 2
Turning toward God ... —42:6-11

« Note: “cast down” (v. 6), and consider his confidence (v. 8)
and his prayer (v. 9). This expresses how he felt.

¢ Psalm 43:

3.

A Prayer of HopdContinuing the outline from Psalm 42):

Confident appeal ... —43:1-5

« Note: “Judge me,” “plead my cause” —43:1; “Then will | go
unto the altar of God,” “upon the harp will | praise thee” —
43:4.

¢ Psalm 44:

Israel’s prayer for deliverance in Psalm 44 is answered i

Psalm 45. Note what is said about the King in Pss. 44 and

77

Psalm 42:6—-11 — How is our turning from despai

=

to hope described in these verses?

Psalm 43— How s our hope in God described in th

7]

Psalm?

Psalm 44 — When under attack of our enemy w

n

must pray. What factors for effective spiritual

warfare are given in this Psalm?
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Psalm 45 — Relate this Psalm of praise to our prai

5€

of God today.
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45, —44:4-5; 45:1, 11, 13
— Sheep are mentioned in Ps. 44:11, 22.
1. God alone delivered and will deliver —44:1-3

2 Numbers from Strong’s Concordance are in parenthesis (-).
Numbers in brackets, [-], indicate the Theological Wordbook of the
Old Testament, Harris, Archer, and Waltke, Moody press.
« Speaking of past victories which they heard of from their
fathers —44:1-3. We, too, must remember and tell others of
past victories.

2. A Petition for deliverance —44:4-8
« Not by military or personal strength, but God alone —44:3,
6-7.
3. Judgment, Cast off by God —44:9-16

« A time of serious distress for the nation —44:9-14

* Notice 44:12 and 44:13-14. Relate these to the dispersion and
the Great Tribulation. Today we see clear attack from the
enemy, but we, too, must simply trust God.

4. Confidence through suffering —44:17-22
e The distress in the previous verses is turned to trust.
« Compare 44:22 with Rom. 8:36.

5. Call to God for deliverance —44:23-26
e This trust is turned to prayer.

» Psalms 45 — 48: He becomes their King and their refuge,
He subdues the nations, and chooses their inheritance for
them in Zion, His dwelling place.

¢ Psalm 45:

* Remember, their prayer for deliverance (Ps. 44:4, 23-26)
is answered in Ps. 45. See Matt. 24:29-30; Mark 13:12—
27; Luke 21:25-28.

— Concerning the King, the Messiah and His Advent (com-
ing) in Glory. A Messianic Psalm, compare 45:6—7 with
Heb. 1:8-9

1. Preface ... —45:1
¢ His heart overflows (“inditing”), thus his tongue can tell it.
2. The King ... —45:2-8
(1) His Beauty —A45:2
(2) His Majesty —45:3-5

¢ 45:4, “truth and meekness and righteousness,” these are the
principles of His kingdom. —Isa. 9:6-7

(3) His Messianic Reign —45:6-8
* Speaking of His government and His glory —the heart of this
psalm is in these verses.

3. The King’s Bride ... —45:9-15
* The “queen” is the Church in type and figure. This speaks of
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the Marriage of the Lamb —45:9

¢ The Bride is described —45:13-15 Salting the Oats

4. The King’s Everlasting Fame ... —45:16-17

» Psalms 46 — 48: The kingdom established.

— Still looking at the Psalms as presenting a propheti

picture.

. Psalm 46 Psalm 46 — What three factors are given in th

Psalm which are essential for God being glor

» Psalm 46 speaks of the end, after Armageddon. We se¢a fied in and through our trials?

“river” (46:4) and peace (46:9). This is a Millennial

Psalm, and Messianic.

— The kingdom is established (Ps. 45). Psalm 46 shows what

will be the attitude of the people toward God.

— There are three divisions to this Psalm, each ending with

“Selah,” “Think of that!” (46:3, 7, 11)

1. Knowing Who God is —46:1-3
« “Refuge,” “Strength,” “present help” —46:1
* No matter what, we will not fear —46:2-3
2. Knowing His Presence and Power —46:4-7
e The river —46:4
— See Ezek. 47:1-12; Zech. 14:8-9.
e The “Lorp of hosts” —46:5-7

— This pictures the military aspect of God, those hosts are His angel

O

armies (see | Kings 22:19 and cf. Il Kings 6:17). They always win!

He commands the angelic armies of heaven. This term first occu

0

in | Sam. 1:3, where Israel is under the domination of the superiof
Philistines. They needed deliverance, and God is about to provid

[+

deliverance through Samuel, the man of prayer. See Ps. 24:10.

3. Resting in His Great Works —46:8-11
* Peace —46:9
— See Isa. 2:4
« “Be still and know ...” —46:10a

— Be still from warfare (v. 9), and be still in general — contemplate
Who He is and what He can and will do.

— We also need to be still and know that He is God. Let’s cease from

our struggles and trust Him for peace and victory.

He will be exalted. —46:10b

— Among the heathen — in the earth. This will most certainly be true
during the Millennium.

He is with us. —46:11a

— Again looking at the evident Millennial aspect of this Psalm, He

will be personally present on earth as “thesb of hosts.”

=

* He is our refuge. —46:11b
e Psalm 47: Psalm 47 — How does this Psalm set forth ol
« This Psalm pictures the King reigning over the nations of proper response to the sovereigikb?

the earth —47:2, 7, 9.

[

— Three things seen together here which are keys in Old Test
ment prophecy, or Three Threads:
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Psalm 48 — What factors of God's character a

given in this psalm to be included in our wor-

ship of God?

80
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— Introduction —A47:1

« Does this verse refer to applause?

— Translated “blow” (of trumpets) in Num. 10:3. In Jer. 6:1 where
“trumpet” is specified. Also see Josh. 6:20 where the trunipats
the cry of the people. Another appears in Nahum 3:19, “thy wound
is grievous: all that hear the bruit of thee shall clap the hands over
thee.” Also see Job 17:3, “put me in a surety with thee; iwthe@
that will strike hands with me?” (Prov. 6:1; 17:18; 22:26)

— The meaning seems to carry the idea of “to sound, to alert.”

— Here “hands” is specified, so it means to strike the hands. Does it
refer to applause as we know it? Is it “giving God a hand,” as | once
heard? That is gross irreverence! Let's consider.

(1) God has told us how we are to honor Him. It is not with
applause, but with obedience (showing love), with our praise
(showing adoration), and glorifying Him in all that we do.

(2) Asformen, applause is not due them either, for all have sinned,
and they continue to come short of God’s glory. Do we dare to
applaud someone who is singing for the glory of the Lord
rather than for applause? Hardly. These days we so often hear
applause in response to something said in a message, while
back in the days when men revered God, they would say,
“Amen!” How about a few hearty “amens”?

1. Messiah —The King ... —A47:2, 67
« What does each passage say about the king?
1) —47:2
(2) —A47:6
3) —47:7

2. Israel — Rejoicing, reigning ... —47:1,3-4,9
« What does each passage say about Israel?
(1) —47:1
2 —47:3-4
3) —47:9

3. Nations — Subdued ... —47:3, 8-9
« What does each passage say about the nations?
1) —47:3
2) —47:8-9

* Psalm 48:

* Mount Zion is seen here (Cf. Isa. 2:1-5) —This is Jerusa-
lem, “the city of the great King” —48:2.

¢ The Song of Zion:

1. Jerusalem’s glory is God’s presence —48:1-3
« There is a song written to the first two verses of this Psalm.
(1) What do these verses say about God?

(2) What do they say about Jerusalem?
« For “the sides of the north” see Isa. 14:13-14
— Some think this refers to its having been built on the north size
of Mount Zion. Or that it was on the northern extremity of Judah.
— Another: “... in heathen lore, the abode of the gods ... thus, this
is the claim that Jerusalem is the place where the true God
reigns.” —Charles RyrieRyrie Study BibleMoody Press.

2. Jerusalem’s enemies Defeated —A48:4-7
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¢ Psalm 49:
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“Salting the Oats”

(1) The attitude of the enemy kings —A48:4—-6
(2) How God defeated His adversaries —A48:7
Reflection and praise —48:8-13
(1) What is said about Jerusalem? —48:8
(2) Their mediation in the Temple —48:9-10
¢ In the Temple they meditated upon His lovingkindness —See
Psalm 73:17.

¢ His praise is according to His Name. And how far is it? —48:10

— His Name reveals His character.

(3) In appreciation of Mount Zion —48:11-13

(4) God is eternal —48:14

¢ Think, not that everyone can say, “this God is our God for eve
and ever: He will be our guide even unto death.”

¢ This can only be true for the believer.

Psalm 49 — How does God compare tempor

* To the “low and high, rich and poor”

riches with the riches of His redemption?

— Three things in which mankind trusts:

-1. Trusting inwealth—49:6-9, 16-ff.

-2. Trusting inwisdom—49:10

-3. Trusting inpermanence—49:11-12

The call to hear ... —49:1-4

(1) He calls —49:1-2

¢ He calls them to hear.

* Whom he calls —
(2) What he will speak and how —49:3-4

* He will speak “of wisdom” and “understanding.”
— The meditation of his heart “shall be of understanding.”

* He will listen to a parable. —49:4

— And he is indicating that he will tell it.

— A parable: An illustration using a comparison.

— A “dark saying” would be a riddle, which, of course, also
needed explanation.

What riches cannot do ... —49:5-14

(1) The futility of trusting in riches —49:5-9

¢ He does not fear in the dark days —49:5.

¢ Compare 49:6-9 with | Peter 1:18-19

— Cf. Psalm 49:15.

(2) Their wealth of wise men —49:10-11
¢ Wise men die and leave their wealth to others. —49:10

— They die just as the fool, the “brutish.”

— They cannot take their wealth with them.

« The inward thought of the wealthy and wise —49:11

— That their houses will continue for ever.

— They even call their lands after their own names.
(3) Honorable men also die. —49:12-14

* He is like the beasts that perish. —49:12
— That does not mean there is no life after death.

Their way (thinking as in v. 11) is their folly. —49:13

— Yet, their posterity “approves” (accepts) their sayirfsthe

cycle of folly continues.
The upright will ultimately triumph over the wicked. —49:14

— They are laid in the grave like sheep.
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— Their beauty shall consume in the grave.

“Salting the Oats” — The upright will have dominion over them “in the morning.”
3. What God can do... —49:15
¢ This verse speaks of the resurrection, for He has paid the ransom.
— Seev. 8.

¢ See | Cor. 15:55-57 and Hosea 13:14. Also Ps. 16:10 and 56:13.

4. Concluding admonition —49:16-20

(1) Don't be afraid when one is made rich. —49:16-17
¢ The trust of the rich —Cf. vv. 6, 10 —49:16a

« His idea of the glory of his house (v. 11) —49:16b

« Compare 49:16-17 with | Tim. 6:9, 17-19.

* Wealth gives power and pleasure in this life only. —49:17

— He takes nothing with him; not wealth, not glory.

(2) The situation of the rich —49:18-20

« While he lives —49:18

— He blessed his soul.

— Men praise him when he does well for himself.
¢ When he dies —49:19

— He goes to the generation of his fathers and never see light.

— He should understand what that means.

¢ Concluding thought —49:20

— Of whom does he speak? “Man that is in honour” who does not
understand.

— He is like the beasts that perish. (v. 12)

(2) Israel's Redeemer —Psalms 50 — 60

Psalm 50 — How does this Psalm about sacrifice )
— - . ¢ Psalm 50:
offering, judgement, and praise relate to our life

today? » A God of judgment is presented, a prophetic vision of the

judgment. God is seen as both the plaintiff and the judge.

— What is said about sacrifice and offering in Psalm 50?

1. Court is opened, the Judge comes —50:1-6
(1) All creation is called by thedrp —50:1
(2) The Judge —b50:2-3

He is “the perfection of beauty,” He shines out of Zion. —50:2

He will come with fire and tempestuousness. —50:3
— He won't keep silence — He will speak.

— It will not be a pleasant situation.

Cf. Il Thess. 1:7-8.

(3) He summons his creatures to judgment —50:4

¢ He will call from heaven above — the dead.

* He will call from earth beneath — the living.

— See Acts 10:42, “And he commanded us to preach unto the

people, and to testify that it is he which was ordained of God

to bethe Judge of quick and dead.”

(4) Who are the real saints? —50:5

« They are those who have made a covenant by a sacrifice to him.
« This refers to His people Israel (Exod. 24:7)

(5) God is Judge —50:6
« The heavens shall declare His righteousness.

* He then accuses these saints —50:7
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2. Why animal sacrifices alone will not do  —50:7-21 . - N
. i i Salting the Oats
(1) He will testify against them —50:7
¢ To whom He speaks: “... my people” — meaning Israel.

« What He will do: “I will testify against thee ....”

*« Who He is: “I am God, even thy God.”

(2) What was wrong with their sacrifices? —50:8-13

* He will not reprove them foproper sacrifices. —50:8

¢ The wrong for which he reproved them:

— Was in believing that Godeededheir offerings. —50:9-13

§ It was in thinking that He wadependentipon them.

§ Every beast in the world is His. —50:10-11

§ He would not go to them if He were hungry. —50:12
§ Do the sacrifices feed Him? —50:13

(3) The acceptable sacrifices —50:14-15

¢ Thanksgiving and paying vows (honoring Him) —50:14
¢ Calling upon Him in time of trouble (dependence) —50:15

— This gives Him the opportunity to deliver them.
— They will glorify Him for that deliverance.

(4) The wicked will also be judged —b50:16-21

« They only gave lip service to His statutes. —50:16-17

— This while hating instruction and breaking those statutes

¢ They did wickedly. —50:18-20

— They consented with thieves. —50:18a

— They were partakers with adulterers. —50:18b

— They gave their mouths to evil. —50:19a

— They used their tongues in deceit. —50:19b

— They slandered their own brothers. —50:20

* The Lorp kept silence, showing His longsuffering. —50:21

— Because that they thought Him to be as they were.

3. How to escape God’s judgment —50:22-23

(1) Consider —50:22

* Inview of what He has just said to them, they must consider their

sin and His certain judgment.

(2) Offer praise, thus glorifying Him. —50:23a

(2) Order the conversation aright. —b50:23b

« Conversation — referring to one’s behavior, including talk.
* The reward, “the salvation of God.” He will deliver.

Psalm 51 — This is the classic Psalm of repentang

* Psalm 51 Give the steps David follows in this prayer of

» Psalm 51, David's Psalm of Penitence, the chief of the repentance.

Psalms of penitence.

— David did not dodge the issue, he saidave sinned against

the Lorp. See |l Samuel 12:13. The Occasion, Il Sam. 12:1+

13, when Nathan delivered God’s messagbduid showing

the greatness of his sin. Read Il Sam. 11 — 12 for the complete

account.

1. Repentance ... —51:1-6

« He prayed for mercy, not justice!
* Conviction and confession of sin — He makes the sin his own,

notice the word “my” in these verses.

« Though he sinned against mais sins were against God —51:4
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Psalm 52 — How does God contrast the righteous

with the deceitful in Psalm 527

84
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2. Remission ... —51:7-12

* He is defiled and needs to be purged (v. 7).

— Hyssop was used to apply the blood of the Lamb to the doorposts
at the Passover in Egypt (Ex. 12:22). See Lev. 14:1-7, in the law of
the cleansing of the leper (leprosy, a type of sin).

¢ He needed a clean heart and a right spirit —51:10
3. Restoration ... —51:13-15

« He is seeking to be a testimony to others of sin’s destruction,
of true repentance and of God’s cleansing.

4. Reparation ... —b51:16-19
* He sought God'’s repair of that which is broken by sin.

¢ David’s prayer:

-1. For forgiveness and cleansing —51:7-10
-2. For God'’s presence (the Holy Spirit) —51:11
-3. For restoration, “then will | teach” —51:12-13
-4. For deliverance from bloodguiltiness  —51:14-15

— He will then praise.

» Psalms 52 — 55 andaschil (instruction) Psalms which
give the experiences of David himself in his affliction.
Many also consider them to be prophetic of Israel’s
Tribulation troubles at the hand of the Antichrist. These
are Psalms of David.

¢ Psalm 52:

» A picture of the Antichrist —The Man of Sin.The
occasion for this Psalm is given in the title (I Sam. 22:1—
18). The primary reference is probably to Doeg the
Edomite. Prophetically it is to the Antichrist, “mighty
man.” Read Il Sam. 21 — 22.

1. Description and judgment of the man of sin —52:1-5

* God’s goodness endures continually. —b52:1
— Even though he boasts himself in mischief.
— He is addressed as “O mighty man.”

« His vicious tongue reflects what is in his heart —52:2—-4
— The nature of man —52:3

« His power will not last —4 descriptive figures showing what
God will do:
-1. “destroy thee”
-2. “take thee away”
-3. “pluck thee out of thy dwelling place”
-4. “root thee out of the land of the living”

2. Description of the righteous —b52:6-9
¢ The righteous shall outlive him. —b52:6-7

— See his destruction, and write his epitaph
¢ In what does David trust? —52:8

— Contrast v. 7.
 His praise —52:9
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¢ Psalm 53:
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* A denial of God— The Antichrist. This is the “second

Psalm 53 — What truth does God give here abo

edition” of Psalm 14 with only a few changes, especially se
vv. 5-6. It use&lohimrather thardehovah

the Godless?

— Comparison of Psalm 53 with Psalm 14:

— 14:1 “works” — 53:1 “iniquity”
— 14:2 “The lorD — 53:2 “God”
— 14:3 “aside” — 53:3 “back”
— 14:4 “all —53:4 “all” omitted

— 14:4 “and call not” — 53:4 “they have not”

— 14:5 (compare) — 53:5-6

The denial of God —b53:1a

(1) Can we say that this refers prophetically to the last day?

« Perhaps so, since this section of the Psalms atdeast$o have
a prophetic pattern, as has been shown. It is true of any age.

(2) The denier is classifieby Godas a fool.

(3) He has said this in his heart.
¢ This is his innermost thought.

The depravity that results —b53:1b-3
* The source of all wickedness is the denial of God.
(1) They are corrupt —b53:1b

(2) They have done abominable iniquity

(3) There is none that doeth good

¢ See Rom. 3:10

(4) What God looked down from heaven and sought —53:2

¢ He looks from heaven: Ps. 11:4; 33:13-14; 102:19; Jer. 16:17;

23:24.

* He looked to see if anyone understands. (Rom. 3:11a)

e ... if there were any who sought God. (Rom. 3:11b)
(5) What God found —53:3

¢ Compare Rom. 3:12 which quotes this verse.

« “Every one of them is gone back”

« “... they are altogether become filthy”

« “there is none that doeth good, no, not one”

« This speaks the depravity of mankind as a whole, but it will be see

in its fullness in the Antichrist during the Tribulation.

Persecution prophesied —b53:4
« Do the workers of iniquity have no knowledge? Answer: “No.”

« They eat up God’s people.

« They have not called upon God. They are atheists.

Judgment is then executed —b53:5

« There were in great fear without reason.

* Why? God has scattered the bones of him who attacks God’s peop

¢ He put them to shame.

¢ God has despised them. He rejects and refuses such people.

Prayer for salvation out of Zion —53:6

* The salvation of Israel would be the Messiah, they are praying for th

coming of the Messiah.

¢ This will be when God brings back His people (Israel) from His

captivity.
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Psalm 54 — When it seems all has failed, even God,

in this Psalm how does God teach me to re

spond?

Psalm 55 — Betrayal and deceit are emotionally

devastating. How does God instruct us to re-

spond to them here in this psalm?

Psalm 56 — Fear is one of the most disabling

emotions we experience. Note how God in-

structs us to transform this emotion in the mids

of trials.

—
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¢ This will be when Jacob rejoices and Israel is glad.

¢ Again, notice the prophetic timing of this Psalm. It is when Israel is
calling for their Messiah. They need His salvation.

* Psalm 54:

» Another Psalm of instruction (Maschilfhe background
has to do with the treachery of the Ziphites who reported to
Saul that David was hiding among them —I Sam. 23:19-29.
—Neginoth =stringed instruments. Also see | Sam. 26:1.

1. Acry for deliverance —54:1-3

« “by thy Name,” consider the Name of God which is the sum of His
attributes —54:1

¢ This prayer is considered by many to be a prophetic parallel to the prayer
of the Jewish people prior to the coming of their Messiah.

2. His confident praise for God'’s deliverance —b4:4-7
« Compare 54:6 with 50:14.
« His sacrifice, cf. Ps. 50:7-14.

* Psalm 55:
» Another instruction for stringed instruments (see title). Writ-

ten because of the treachery of an intimate friend (vv. 12—13).

This was probably Ahithophel who joined with Absalom in
his rebellion —II Sam. 15-18.

1. Distress —thinking of himself —b55:1-8
¢ This is his complainto God. (He does not complain about God.)

* He wanted to fly away and be at rest —55:6
[I don’t think, though that the dove here represents the Holy Spirit.]

2. Indignation —thinking of his enemies —b55:9-15
« Jerusalem had become a city of violence. —55:9-11
* Never is a hurt worse than when it is the pain of being betrayed by a

friend.
— Consider Judas —John 13:21; Luke 22:48.
3. Trust —thinking of his God —b55:16-23
- The solution:
(1) Prayer —b55:16-17
(2) Casting it upon the @rD —b55:22
e The assurance of God’s judgment —b5:23

» Psalms 56 through 60 amdichtam Psalms.Michtam
means “engraven”

¢ Psalm 56:

* A Psalm of lament —See the title for the occasion —I
Sam. 21:10-15. There isar when the Psalmist looks at
his enemies anthith when he looks to his God.

— The superscription reads, “... when the Philistines took him
(David) in Gath.” Read also the accounts given in | Sam. 27:4
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. A demonstration of confidence in God —56:7-11

. Acryto God —57:1-5
(1) His refuge —b57:1
(2) His cry to God and his confidence —57:2-3

Psalms
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and 29:2-11.
— Michtam from a verb meaning “engravenUpon Jo nath-e’-

“Salting the Oats”

recho”him ="to the tune of the silent dove in far-off lands.”

. A cry for help —b56:1-6
(1) Fear ... —56:1-2

* The number and persistence of his enemies caused fear.

(2) Faith ... —b56:3-4

* Notice the statement of v. 3 (Also see Isa. 12:2 and 26:3).

¢ His faith banishes fear —56:3—4. Compare 56:4 and 11.

(3) Fear ... —56:5-6

« His enemies are the threat. They are treacherous.

(1) A confident plea for vengeance —56:7-9

* He calls on God to cast them down in His anger. —56:7

¢ God is knows everything in his life —56:8

— “tellest” = “to count” — He keeps track of the Psalmist’s tears
*« When he cries to God his enemies are turned back. —56:9

(2) A confident promise to praise —b56:10-13
¢ He will praise God’s Word. —56:10

* He won't be afraid what man can do to him, because he puts h

n

trust in God. —56:11

* He has vowed to God, therefore he will render praise to Him

—b56:12
— This is another statement of confidence.

* He who has delivered our soul from death will also deliver our|

feet from falling —56:13

e Summary thoughts:

— He prayed —56:1, 7.
— He praised —56:4, 10.

— The best lesson of the Psalm is in v. 3.

e Psalm 57:

Psalm 57:1-11 — How do we demonstrate our tru

in God in the midst of troubles?

» The occasion is again given in the title. Though, the

identity of the cave is not known. Thus, the backgroun

Scripture could be found in | Sam. 22 or 24-tas’chith

= “destroy not.” See Psalms 57 — 59 for this in the title

— The Psalm is in two sections, and the same statement end

each of the sections —57:5, 11.

Psalm 57:1-5 — What reasons for needing to tru

God are given here?

e ““will cry” —57:2

¢ “He shall send” —57:3

(3) His danger —57:4

(4) The refrain (chorus) —57:5

¢ Identical to verse 11.

Psalm 57:6-11 — What reasons for being able

Praise to God —57:6-11

trust God are given here?

« Speaking of the triumph which followed his prayer.
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(1) His condition and his confidence —57:6—7

Saltmg the Oats ¢ Caught in their own net —57:6

« His heart is “fixed” (firmly established), therefore he will sing

and give praise (confidence again). —57:7

(2) He awake®arly with music — joy —57:8-10
¢ The night of sin and suffering is around him as he awak#sjoy

through music—singing! —57:8

— “... awake psaltery and harp” — then praise ...

« He will praise the Lord (Adonai) among the people. —57:9

It is because the Lord’s mercy and truth is great. —57:10

(3) The refrain (chorus) —57:11

* Summary thoughts:

— God is referred to 21 times in this Psalm by name or by pronoun.

God fills his vision.
— Where He looks for his help —57:2, 3, 5, 10 and 11.

— Our calamities are a matter of time (v. 1), but our safety is a matter

of eternity (vv. 7, 1a).

¢ Psalm 58:

» AnotherAl-tas”chith(see Ps. 57Mich’tamof David. The

occasion is unknown. Itis an imprecatory Psalm. It speaks of

the unjust judgeandthe supreme Judge-58:1, 11.

Psalm 58:1-5 — Why are the unjust judges being 1 Unjust judges indicted _58:1-5
indicted? .
(1) How they judged —58:1
(2) The wicked —b58:2-5
¢ Their judgment was governed by what their hearts devised (v. 2).
— Cf. Prov. 23:7.
-1. Bornin sin, as are all men —58:3
e Liars from the womb
-2. They are treacherous like adders —58:4-5

« Poisonous, thus dangerous —v. 4a

¢ Unheeding the charmer —vv. 4b-5

— For charming of adders see Eccl. 10:11; Jer. 8:17

— They refuse to listen to the Divine admonitions.
— They are hardened — uncontrolled by the Holy Spirit.

Psalm 58:6-9 — What judgement is called out for 2. He calls for vengeance upon them —58:6-9
vengeance upon these judges? « There are six similitudes (metaphors) in these verses:
(1) Teeth of lions —b58:6
(2) Stream of waters —b58:7a
(3) Arrows (“cut in pieces” = split) —b58:7b
(4) Snail which melteth —b58:8a
(5) A miscarriage —58:8b
(6) Thorns (as firewood) —58:9

« Scattered by the wrath of God — speaking of a useless life

Psalm 58:10-11 — What response from the righ

1
w

The righteous will rejoice #@hat vengeance —58:10-11

teous is appropriate for this judgement?

(1) The righteous rejoices in God’s vengeance —58:10

« The righteous will nobring aboutthe judgment of God. He will
see it and rejoice to see justice triumph.

« See Ps. 68:18-23, and compare 68:18 with Eph. 4:8.

88

T0..S as ‘AuD pidey ‘ozee xod ‘€ 1
S82IN0SaY [euoiedINp3 laauold @



© Pioneer Educational Resources
Rt. 3, Box 2320, Rapid City, SD 57701

Psalms Raising Godly Generations

« He is “the God of salvation” who “shall wound the head of his

enemies ...” and bring His people (Israel) home and give then “Salting the Oats”
victory. —Ps. 68:20-23
(2) Why he rejoices in God’s vengeance —58:11

« It is so he can say, “Verily there is a reward for the righteous
verily he is a God that judgeth in the earth.”

¢ It is not because he is vindictive. See Prov. 24:17-18.

¢ Psalm 59:

» The occasion is seen in the title —I Sam. 19:11-12:
AnotherAl-tas’chith.Prophetically, this Psalm describes
the suffering remnant of Israel during the Tribulation
surrounded by enemies.

J

1. Surrounded by enemies —59:1-7 Psalm 59:1-7 — How does God describe the attack
of the enemy in spiritual warfare?

(1) His petition for deliverance from his enemies —59:1-2

(2) His enemies lie in wait for his soul. —59:3-4

¢ They lie in wait for his soul, and that not because of any sin he ha
committed.

¢ He calls on God, “awake to help me, and behold.”
(3) He asks God to not be merciful to his enemies. —59:5
* He calls, “be not merciful to any wicked transgressors. Selah.’

"

(4) How his enemies were behaving toward him. —59:6-7
» Notice how he describes their actions.

_59:8-15 Psalm 59:8-17 — How does the Psalmist’s example

2. Anticipation of their judgment : _
instruct us to respond to this attack?

¢ Psalm 59:8 speaks of a certain day. If we do not understand these
versesdispensationallywe are at a complete loss to explain them.
Compare Psalm 2. Some attack the Psalm as being uninspired be-
cause they do not look at these verdispensationallyor propheti-
cally.

« This section contains imprecation (praying against one’s enemies

Notice (and perhaps list) the various things he asks Godagaiost

his enemies.
¢ Is he vindictive? Compare 59:10 with 59:13. Why he prays this way,
3. He praises God —59:16-17

« List the answers to each of the following:
« What he will sing of.
« How he will sing.
¢ When he will sing.
* What has God been to him?

e Summary thoughts:
— Parallels of thought —vv. 6 and 14. [Gentile “dogs”??]
— Comparisons: vv. 9-10 with v. 17 [Especially v. 9 and v. 17]
— Conclusions: Ps. 58:11 and 59:17

Psalm 60 — How has God designed for us to

e Psalm 60: : -
respond to national and personal emergencies?

* Upon Shu’shan-e"dutk “the lily of the testimony,”
evidently speaking of the tune to which it was to be sung.
The background is again given in the title. For the Scrip
ture see Il Sam. 8:3-14 and | Chron. 18:1-17. There had
been a battle lost to Edom during this period of warfare
(see vv. 1, 3, 10). He is contemplating another offensive

89




Raising Godly Generations

“Salting the Oats”

Psalm 61 — When | have the sense of being ove

whelmed what response will God enable me t

make? (See especially the 4 "l wills".)

r-
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. Their predicament — defeated

Psalms

(v. 9). Despite the lament in 60:1-9 (probably in this time
of lost battle), what are the promises concerning Edom
and Moab? See also Il Sam. 8:3-14.

—60:1-4

(1) What God has done against them —60:1-3
-1. Hast cast us off

-2. Hast scattered us

-3. Hast been displeased

-4. Hast made the earth to tremble

-5. Hast broken it (the earth)

-6. Hast shewed thy people hard things

-7. Hast made us to drink the wine of astonishment

-8. Hast given a banner to them that fear thee ...

(2) What He did for those who feared Him and why?—60:4
¢ The banner to them that fear Him —Cf. Isa. 11:10, “ensign”

. The petition to save —60:5
« “That thy beloved may be delivered ...."
God’s promise —60:6-8
¢ What God said he would do:
1. Rejoice — Spoken in his holiness —60:6a
2. Divide She’chem —60:6b
3. Mete (or measure) out the valley of Succoth —60:6¢

¢ Judah, Lawgiver —Cf. Gen. 49:10. —60:7

« Notice his statement about Moab, Edom, and Philistia, the na-
tions that were causing the trouble (Ps. 108:9) —60:8
— Look again at Il Sam. 8 and | Chron. 18.

—60:9-12
—60:9

David’s petition
(1) His prayer before going into battle

¢ He asks who will bring him into the strong city?
* Who will lead him?

(2) His confidence: God will. —60:10
¢ Godhad cast them off —cf. v. 10 and compare v. 1.
(3) His call and confidence —60:11-12

« Give us help — “for vain is the help of man.” —60:11
— Only the Lord God can deliveide wins all battles.
¢ Confidence in God for victory. —60:12

(3) Israel's Redemption —Psalms 61 — 72
Psalm 72:8He shall have dominion also from sea to sea,
and from the river unto the ends of the earth.Key verse
for this section.

e Psalm 61:

* A Psalm of David —apon Negi'nah= “On a stringed
instrument.” Very difficult to outline. This is the first of a
group of 8 prophetic Psalms speaking of Israel’s suffering

T0..S as ‘AuD pidey ‘ozee xod ‘€ 1

$82IN0SaYy |euonednp3 Isauold Q)



© Pioneer Educational Resources
Rt. 3, Box 2320, Rapid City, SD 57701

Psalms

and final Kingdom blessing.

— One outline of this Psalm is as follows:

(1) Prayer and praise and vows —61:1-5
(2) Praise and prayer and vows —61:6-8

» Another outline:

1. Tribulation draws us to God
(1) The prayer of the overwhelmed

(2) What the Psalmist will do

¢ His cry to God to hear his prayer. —61:1
¢ He will cry when his heart is overwhelmed. —61:2a
— He will cry from the end of the earth.

—61:1-4
—61:1-

2

* He asks to be led to the Rock that is higher than he. —61:2b

— That is to Christ — See | Cor. 10:4 and many other passage

where the Rock is shown to be Christ.

¢« What God has been for him... —61:3
-1. God has been a shelter for him. —61:3a
— Arefuge from storm or danger.

—61:3-4

-2. God has been a strong tower from the enemy. —61:3b
— A fortress with the advantage of height. See Ps. 18:2

¢ What he will then do... —61:4

-1. “I will abide in thy tabernacle for ever.” —61:4a
— See Ps. 15:1; Ps. 27:4; 91:1; 92:13. Also see 23:6.

-2. “I will trust in the covert of thy wings.”

— See Ps. 17:8; 57:1; 62:7; 63:7; 91:4 and Matt. 23:37.

¢ “Selah” — Think of that!!

2. His confidence in God -what God willdo —61:5-7

3. His praises ...

God had heard his vows —61:5
— See 56:12.
He will give him the heritage of those who fear Him. —61:6

To fear Him is not “to be scared of Him.” We must fear his
anger and judgment, but this fear means much more than
that,. It is to have an awe of Him. Isaiah experienced this
(Isa. 6:5-7), Daniel experienced it (Dan. 7:28; 8:17, 27),
Ezekiel also experienced this same kind of "fear* (Ezek.
1:28; 3:23). There were no “Jesus cheers” from these men.
As for the significant of the fear of the Lorp, see Prov. 1:7;
9:10; Job 28:28 and especially Ps. 111:10, “The fear of the
Lorp is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding
have all they that do his commandments: his praise en-
dureth for ever.”

God will prolong the king’s life. —61:7
— This looks beyond to David's great son. —Cf. Lk. 1:32-33.

He will sing praises unto His Name for ever.
Why? That he may daily perform his vows.

— Note: According to this verse, the singing of praises relates to ou

obedience in keeping our vows (promises) to Him.

The “I wills” of Psalm 61:
=1. I will cry —v.2

—2. | will abide—v. 4

=3. | will trust—v. 4

—4. 1 will sing praise—v. 8

—61:8
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Psalm 62 — Why can we wait upon God? Find &

many reasons as you can.

(2]
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* Psalm 62:
» Jedu’thun see on Psalm 39. This is another Psalm of

David. The subject of this PsalWaiting upon God.This
is a “Rock” song, sung about the Rock, Christ Jesus.

Salvation is from Him —62:1-4

(1) His soul waits upon God —61:1a

e See Ps. 27:14.
¢ Wait on the bro” —Cf. Isa. 40:30-31; 41:1, 10; 25:9.

(2) Why does his soul wait on God? —61:1b-2
¢ “... from him cometh my salvation.” —61:1b
« “He only is my rock and my salvation” —61:2a
* “He is my defence.” —61:2b
* He shall not bgreatlymoved —61:2c
— Cf. 62:6.

Expectation is from Him —62:5-8
(1) His call, “My soul, with thou only upon God.” —62:5a

(2) Why wait upon Him? —62:5b—7
« “... for my expectation is from him” —62:5b
« “He only is my rock and my salvation” —62:6a
— Cf. 62:2
* “He is my defence” —62:6b
— Cf. 62:2
« He shall not be moveat all —62:6¢
- Cf.v. 2.
¢ What is “In God” —62:7
— My salvation — It isin Him.
— My glory — This isin Him.
— The rock of my strength — Alsia Him.
— My refuge — It isin Him.
— Think of how many times the New Testament Epistles speak of
what we have “in” Christ. Ephesians has a lot to say about this.

(3) He calls on the people to trust in Him at all times. —62:8

* He tells them, “pour out your heart before Him.
— Take note of this as a description of prayer.

« Why? “God is a refuge for us.” — “SelahThink of that!
Trusting God above all else —62:9-12
(1) Trust God above — —62:9-10

-1. Above men —62:9
-2. Above illegal gain —62:10a
-3. Above riches —62:10b
(2) God has spoken —62:11
-1. He has spoken once.
-2. The psalmist has heard Him twice.
-3. He said that power belongs unto him.
(3) Also unto Him belongs mercy and justice. —62:12
-1. Mercy — which is connected to his justice, “for ...”
-2. He renders to every man according to his work — He is just.

« What God is, see Ps. 62:2, 6-7.

¢ Psalm 63:

* The occasion was when David was in the wilderness of
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Judah. The background is the event recorded in | Sar.

“Salting the Oats”

22:5; 23:14-16. Others give the occasion as during the

time of Absalom’s rebellion, Il Sam. 15:23-28. ¥émnot

Psalm 63 — How does this Psalm describe o

be certain just when this was.

“thirst” for God?

— Someone says this Psalm spealsarfging(v. 1) andRejoic-

ing (v. 11). It is a very beautiful and moving poem. He

fellowships with God while he is away from the sanctuary in

Jerusalem.

His thirst for satisfying fellowship —63:1-4

Psalm 63 — How does this Psalm describe o

(1) Calls on God —63:1

satisfaction in God?

-1. “O God, thou art my God.” — Think about that.

-2. He will seek God early (in the morning, in life, in trouble ...).

-3. He craves God:

¢ His flesh longs for God.
¢ This is in a dry and thirstiand where there is no water.

(2) What David desired to see —63:2

-1. To see God’s power and glory ...
-2. As he had seen Him in the sanctuary

¢ He was in the wilderness of Judah, away from the sanctuar

=R

when he wrote this. Sanctuary refers to the tabernacle, na

the Temple.

(3) The use David made of his lips —63:3—4

-1. His lips shall praise. —63:3

¢ His lips shall praise thee (God -63:1)

It is because God’s lovingkindness is better than life.
-2. He will bless. —63:4

* He will bless God while he lives.

« His blessing is accompanied by lifted hands in God’s Name

- Lifting hands accompanied his blessing. He stood or knelt

with his hands uplifted toward heaven and God.

¢ Contrast the use his enemies made of their mouths. —63:11

His soul shall be satisfied and praise —63:5-8

« He continues his praise of verses 3-4

(1) His mouth shall praise with joyful lips. —63:5

-1. Satisfied as with “marrow and fatness” = health and plenty.

-2. 1t will be joyful praise: “with joyful lips.”

« It will be with a ringing cry of joy.

(2) Why does he want to praise God? —63:6

-1. He remembered God when he was on his bed.

¢ This means that healled to mindhe thought about God.

-2. He meditated on God in the night watches.

* He mused about God in the night. The word basically carries

the idea of murmuring, perhaps he meditated aloud.

(3) How he shows his confidence in God —63:7-8

-1. He will rejoice in the shadow of His wings. —63:7

« Since God has been his help, he can trustin the shadow of Hfs
wings.

-2. His soul follows hard after God. —63:8
« It is because God's right hand upholds him.

God will defeat hignemies and give him joy—63:9-11

¢ Four things which “shall” come upon his enemies:

93
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Psalm 64:1-6 — How does God describe the attack

of the enemy as through other people?

Psalm 64:7-10 — How does God describe His

protection and our response to it?
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(1) They “shall go into the lower parts of the earth” —63:9

-1. These are they who seek his soul (life) to destroy it.

-2. Their certain doom is the place of the dead, the grave (v. 10).

(2) They “shall fall by the sword”
« That means they will die (cf. v. 9).

(3) They “shall be a portion for foxes”
* They won't be buried, but foxes shall eat their bodies.

(4) Their mouths shall be stopped.

-1.

In what shall the king rejoice?
* Not in the fall of his enemies, but in God.

—63:10a

—63:10b

—63:11

-2. Who shall glory? Those who swear by God.

-3. What will happen to the liars? Their mouth shall be stopped.”

¢ Psalm 64:

» The wicked will be judged. A Psalm of David.
- The occasion was at some time when his enemies were plotting
against him. This took place many times in his life.

1. The plot of his enemies
(1) He calls on God to hear and preserve.

-1.

He asks God to hear his prayer.

—64:1-6
—64:1

-2. He asks to be preserved from the fear of the enemy.

(2) The bold works and plans of his enemies. —64:2—-6

* How the enemy was attacking, from which he asks for protection.
-1.

From their secret counsel —64:2a

-2. From the insurrection of the workers of iniquity. —64:2b

-3.

-4.
. They plot (“commune”) to lay snares secretly. —64:5b

« Insurrection would be the uprising of the

throng.

From their tongue (words) as weapons —64:3-4

¢ Their tongue is likened to a whetted swo
« Their words are likened to a poisoned ar

rd. —64:3a
row. —64:3b

« They shoot in secret at the perfect. —64:4a

- Notice, David calls himself “perfect” (upright).
¢ They shoot suddenly and without fear. —64:4b
They encourage themselves in an evil matter. —64:5a

They search out (devise) iniquities (injustices). —64:6

* They either search for injustices to do against him, or they seek fo
injustices which he has committed to slander him. According to%

Zxog ‘€ 1o

4

the context it could be either. Their attack is with words. God 2

answers with words (vv. 7-8)
« They make a diligent search.

¢ Their inward thoughts and their hearts are "deep.”

2. The punishment of his enemies
(1) What God will do to them.

-1.

-2.

God will shoot at them with an arrow sudd
« They shall be wounded.

What is God’s arrow? —64:8a

« It is their own tongue.

(2) How this will glorify God.

-1.

All that see them shall flee away. —64:8b
« They will be discredited before others.

—64:7-10
—64:7-8a
enly. —64:7

—64:8b-10
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-2. All men shall fear and declare the work of God. —64:9
« Why? “For they shall wisely consider of his doing.”
-3. What the righteous will do —64:10
« They shall be glad in thedrp.
¢ They shall trust in Him.
« All the upright in heart shall glory.

¢ Psalm 65:

» A restoration Psalm.
- To the chief Musician. A Psaliand Song of David.
- It speaks of praise for His:

1. Grace —65:1-4

(1) It is wrong to keep silence when praise is due. —65:1-2
-1. Praise waits for Him in Zion (Sion — Jerusalem). —65:1a
-2. The vow must be performed to Him. —65:1b
-3. He is the One who hears prayer. —65:2
« All flesh must come to Him.

(2) God’s favor is shown —65:3—4
* Speaking of God’s favor to him —His favor is shown in 2 ways:
-1. By purging transgressions —65:3
« Iniquities prevail against him.

- “iniquities” —Heb. @abar,word, andawon,iniquity). From the

context, iniquity against the Word of God.
* He purges transgressions.

- “transgressions” —Helpesha,rebellion. The rebellion would

be against God and His expressed will.
—2. By allowing one to draw near to Him —65:4
¢ The blessed man is the one whom God chooses.

- This is a careful and well thought out choice. Whom does He

choose? It will be one who meets certain qualifications.
—See Psl15; 63:2; 27:4; 4:3; 78:70-71; 106:4-5; 135:4.
- He is the man whom God causes to approach Him, ...

- That he may dwell in His courts.
— See Psl15; 23:6.

¢ David identifies himself with this chosen man.

- He shall be satisfied with the goodness of God’s house, eve

God’s holy Temple.
— See Ps. 36:8; 84:4.

2. Greatness —65:5-8

(1) How He will answer —65:5
-1. By terrible things in righteousness. —65:5a

¢ These are the kinds of things that only a holy God can do. The

inspire a humble fear (a sense of holy awe) before Him.
-2. Who He is. —65:5b
* He is the “God of our salvation.”
* He is “the confidence of ...
- “... all the ends of the earth, and .O1j earth
- “of them that are afar off upon the seali fhe se&

(2) The “terrible things” —65:6-7
-1. Setteth fast the mountains, being girded with power —65:6
-2. He stills

¢ The noise of the seas —65:7a
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For what are we to praise God as instructe
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here?
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Psalm 66:1-12— According to these verses, fq

what are we to give God praise?

r
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¢ The noise of their waves —65:7b
¢ The tumult of the people —65:7¢
-3. His “tokens” (miracles) create fear (awe). 65:8a
¢ To those who dwell in the uttermost parts (cf. v. 5b)
-4. Makes to rejoice the dawn and sunset of the days —65:8b

3. Goodness —65:9-13
(1) Rain —65:9-10
-1. He visits the earth and waters it. —65:9
-2. He enriches the earth with the river of God (is full of water).
-3. He prepares corn.
-4. He waters the ridges abundantly. —65:10
-5. He settles the furrows.
-6. He makes it soft with showers.
-7. He blesses “the springing thereof.”

(2) The crown of goodness —65:11-13

« This speaks of the harvest, and may prophetically refer to the millen-
nium. See Rom. 8:19-23 and Acts 3:21.

-1. He crowns the year with goodness — the harvest. —6:11a
« Considered to be theowningof the year

-2. His paths drop fatness. —6:11b

-3. They (raindrops?) drop upon the pastures. —6:12a

-4. The wilderness and little hills rejoice on every side. —6:12b
* By “rejoice” does He refer to the fruitfulness.

-5. The pastures are clothed with flocks. —6:13a

-6. The valleys are covered over with corn. —6:13b

-7. They shout for joy and also sing. —6:13c
¢ The natural phenomena joyfully shout His glory.
« Abundant fruit is the song of the earth, God'’s creation.

» Psalms 66 — 67 are two of a group of 8 Psalms, starting with
Psalm 61, which tell of Israel passing through suffering into
Kingdom blessing. Again, the Bible scholar who will not
accept a prophetic or dispensational view is hard pressed to
explain these Psalms.

¢ Psalm 66:

 Singing! As in Psalm 65, so in this Psalm, EVERYTHING
SINGS! This is the outburst of a redeemed Israel.

1. Praise to God for what? —66:8-12

(1) Praise God for His power —66:1-7

-1. The whole earth is invited to join —66:1-4

« There will be a chorus of praise.
-2. Invitation to see the works of God (history). —66:5-6

« It refers to the parting of the Red sea (Ex. 14:21)

« It also refers to the dividing of the Jordan (Josh. 3:13-17).
-3. How extensive is His power? —66:7

¢ He rules by his power for ever.

« His eyes behold the nations.

- Cf. Ps. 11:4; 33:13; Il Chron. 16:9
« The rebellious should be warned by this.

T0..S as ‘AuD pidey ‘ozee xod ‘€ 1

$82IN0SaYy |euonednp3 Isauold Q)



© Pioneer Educational Resources
Rt. 3, Box 2320, Rapid City, SD 57701

Psalms Raising Godly Generations

(2) Praise God for His protection —66:8—-12
-1. Praise for protection —66:8—9
-2. After testing them He blessed them. —66:10-12
« He brought them out into a wealthy place.

“Salting the Oats”

Psalm 66:13—-20 - How are we to give God praise?

2. How is He praised? —66:13-20 _
How does this apply to us today?

(1) He is praised with offerings —66:13-15
-1. He will go to His house with burnt offerings —66:13a
-2. Vows —66:13b-14
« Which his lips have uttered.
« Which his mouth spoke when he was in trouble.
-3. Burnt sacrifices —66:15
« Of fatlings
« With the incense of rams
« He will offer bullocks with goats.
(2) He is praised with testimony —66:16-20
-1. He will declare what God has done for his soul. —66:16-17
* He cried to Him and exalted Him with his tongue.
-2. God has heard his prayer. —66:18-20
* Notice the hindrance to prayer: Iniquity! —66:18
« But God did hear and attend to his prayer. —66:19
-3. He blesses God. —66:20
« He blesses Him for hearing his prayer.
¢ He blesses Him for not turning His mercy from him.

« Notice the 4 invitations:
-1. “... all ye lands” (v. 1),Sing Forth—v. 2
-2. “All ye lands” (v. 1),Come and see-v. 5

-3. “Ye people,”Bless our God ... make the voice of His praise to be hear
—v. 8

-4. “All ye that fear God,"Come and hear—v. 16

* Summarizing the above:
-1. Universalpraise —"all ye lands,” “all the earth” —vv. 5-12
—2. National praise —"we,” that is, Israel —vv. 5-12
—-3. Individual praise —"I" —vv. 13-20

Psalm 67 — How does God describe man’s re-
sponse to His ruling as King?

¢ Psalm 67:

» The nations of the earth will know joy and blessing through
restored Israel.
- Notice 67:1-20n Neginoth= stringed instruments. Israel’s pre-
dicted mission to the world is to be the Messianic nation through
which the King and the Kingdom is to come.

1. What He will do:

(1) Notice what David asks him to do —67:1-2
-1. Be merciful to them (Israel) —67:1a
-2. Bless them (Israel) —67:1b
-3. Make His face to shine upon them (Israel) —67:1c
-4. That His way may be known upon the earth —67:2a
-5. That His saving health may be known among all nations. —67:2b

(2) He will judge and govern. —67:4
-1. He shall judge the people righteously.
-2. He shall govern the nations on earth.
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Psalm 68 — God daily loads us with benefits (v.19).

List the benefits given in this Psalm.
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(3) God shall bless ... —67:6—-7
-1. The earth shall yield her increase —67:6a
-2. God shall bless them (Israel). —67:6b

* Note the word “us” inverses 1, 6, 7. It refers to Israel. God blesses

Israel, and in so doing, He blesses the nations of the earth.

2. Notice who must praise Him:

(1) The people ... —67:3
(2) The nations ... —67:4

« Let them be glad and sing for joy.
(3) All the ends of the earth shall fear Him. —67:6

¢ This is when all of the earth shall yield her increase.
¢ It is when God blesses Israel.

¢ Psalm 68:

* This is the last of the 8 Psalms telling how Israel will pass

through suffering into Kingdom blessing.

- This Psalm was probably sung when the Ark was moved from the

house of Obed-edom to Jerusal@tion) —II Sam. 6:12-15. Com-
pare v. 1 with Numbers 10:35 (see Num. 10:33-Bis speaks of the
rising of the Shekinah Glory.

- It is a Messianic Psalm. It has a double application, (1) in the
history of Israel as their King ascended to Mount Zion, and (2) in

the ascension of Christ to Heaven (68:18).

Notice the names of God used in this Psalm:
(1) Elohim,God —v. 1

(2) JAH (Shortened form afehoval-v. 4

(3) Shaddaithe Almighty —v. 14

(4) Jehovahlorp —v. 16

(5) Yah Elohimor Jehovah Elohin{Lorp God) —v. 18
(6) Adonai,Lord, master (see below) —v. 19

(7) Jehovah AdonaiGob the Lord —v. 20

The outline which follows is so inadequate!

- Consider the procession of Israel as she goes to Zion in thg
Millennium. Consider the fearsomeness, the blessings, the cor?
ve)

quest.

1. Song of God's greatness —68:1-6

¢ Sung as the Ark is lifted and the procession starts —68:1
- Also see Num. 10:35 and its context.

« Contrast the wicked and the righteous. —68:2-3
- The wicked scattered: as smoke is dispersed, as wax melts —68:2
- The rejoicing of the righteous. —68:3

* His name JAH, cf. Exod. 6:3, the covenant name. —68:4

* What He is and does for the unfortunate. —68:5-6

2. God’s march before His people —68:7-14
¢ See Ex. 13:20-22 (wilderness) and Judg. 5:4-5 (song of Deborah).
« History again: God’s greatness in the wilderness journey. —68:7-9a
- The earth shook at Sinai.
- Plentiful rain (manna, quail, water from the rock, etc.)
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¢ Psalm 69:
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¢ Their inheritance (the land) was confirmed. —68:9b-10
- They dwelt in it. —68:10a

“Salting the Oats”

- He prepared His goodness for the poor. —68:10b

« The Lord (Adonai) gave the Word (Deut. 33:2-4).

- Adonai,master, “implies that God is the Owner of the members of the

Y

human race, therefore, He demands the unqualified obedience of all m

en

(Mal. 1:6).” [Christian Theologyby P. B. Fitzwater, Eerdmans, 1948]
- Consider Christian history in light of v. 11. How true!

* He scattered the kings and they divided the spoil. —68:12-14

The glory and conquest of His land —68:15-18

¢ Zion comes into sight —vv. 15-18

- They ascended on High (to Jerusalem) they took captives. —68:18

¢ Study v. 18 in light of Eph. 4:7-8 and context. In Ephesians it refers to th
Church. He ascended on high to heaven where He now sits on the righth

5 D
[oR

of the Father (Heb. 1:3). This passage refers to the Millennium. “Le

d

captivity captive,” see the song of Deborah in Judg. 5:12, and compare Is

14:2 and Heb. 2:15.

* Note, “... that the bro God might dwell among them.”

- When Zion was conquered there was there found a resting place for t
Ark of God. The Temple was built there.

=]

His blessing in the land —68:19-31

He daily loadeth with benefits. —68:19

He gave them victory in the land. —68:20-23

The procession continues in the land. —68:24-25

The arrangement of the tribes. —68:26-27
— Little Benjamin — From which king Saul came (South)

— The princes of Judah -From which David and Christ came (South).

— The princes of Zebulun — (North)

— The princes of Naphtali — (North)

As the Temple was once built in Jerusalem, so there will be a Millenni
Temple in that city. —68:28-29

Every nation shall submit themselves to the King. —68:30

Call to the nations to praise Him —68:32-35

« The nations are called upon to praise Him.

¢ This speaks of his millennial power and reign.

* Note: We are in the Exodus section of the Psalms.

Psalms 69 — 72 are four Psalms which speak of Christin H

[7)]

rejection and exaltation.

Psalm 69 — We also go through times of great nee

Note the sequence of response given in th

A Messianic Psalm —We see in this Psalm the great prophet

ic

prayer for God's help.

theme of the Psalms (See Luke 24:44). Notice the followin

comparisons:

(1) Ps. 69:4 (cf. 35:19; Isa. 53:3) — John 15:25
(2) Ps. 69:8 —John 7:3-5; Matt. 12:46-50

(3) Ps. 69:9 —John 2:17; Rom. 15:3

(4) Ps. 69:21 —Matt. 27:34, 48; Mark 15:23, 36; John 19:29-30; Luke

23:36

(5) Ps. 69:22-23 —Rom. 11:9-10

(6) Ps. 69:25 —Acts 1:20 (speaking of Judas)

* Not all of the verses refer to Christ (e.g., v. 5). But many of then
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. do. The New Testament gives the key.
“Salting the Oats” g y

 QOutline:
1. Hated without a cause —69:1-6
* We should meditate on 69:4.
2. Bearing reproach —69:7-12
3. Praying —69:13-21

¢ Ps. 69:14-20 speak of Gethsemane and/or Calvary,
« While Ps. 69:21 refers definitely to Calvary

4. Retribution upon His enemies —69:22-28
* The imprecatory section of this Psalm.

5. Exalted and victorious —69:29-33

6. Praise —69:34-36

* These are Millennial conditions.

Psalm 70 — Again a great need is present. What * Psalm 70:

special request for God’s help is found in this  The last five verses of Psalm 40 are almost identical to this

Psalm? Psalm. The title say#\ Psalm of David, to bring to remem-

brance.Thus we can say that it is a Psalm of remembrance.

This is an imprecatory Psalm.

- Notice that three times God is called upon to “make haste” —v. 1,

twice, and v. 5, once. Theninv. 5 he says, “make no tarrying.” God

is never to early or to late but is always right on time. We can trust

Him in this.

1. Prayer against his enemies — for deliverance —70:1-3

2. Prayer for the righteous —70:4-5
(1) Concerning their relationship with God —70:4

(2) Concerning their need for help and deliverance —70:5

Psalm 71 — What special promises and instructign

are given for the different times of our life? * Psalm 71:

» A Psalm of DavidThis has been called the Psalm for old age®

(vv. 9, 17-18). It is Israel’'s song of hope. There is a threefol@‘; 0

application —see 71:6b-7:

(1) Application to the Psalmist

(2) Application to Israel as a nation

 Israel was a miracle of birth. Sarah’s womb was dead. Go

intervened. Sarah is probably the one represented here.

*« The same was true also of Rebekah.

10225 as ‘Audpidey ‘0zez xo
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(3) Application to the Messiah

* The Messiah was virgin born, “a wonder unto many.”

* Notice the following features:

1. “Thou art,” five times

(1) “my rock and my fortress” —71:3

(2) “my hope” —71:5a

(3) “my trust from my youth” —71:5b
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e Psalm 72:

Psalms
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(4) “He that took me out of my mother’s bowels” —71:6
(5) “my strong refuge” —71:7

“Salting the Oats”

Notice the petitions throughout this Psalm.
(1) Mainly petition mingled with some praise —71:1-13

(2) Mainly praisemingled with some petition —71:14-24

He resolves (resolutions)

(1) The first series is seen in 71:14-18

e 71:16 — Two areas:

-1. Righteousness —Jer. 23:6

-2. Salvation —See Zech. 9:9; Rom. 3:26

(2) The second series is seen in 71:22-24

A multigenerational need is seen:

(1) The Lorp his hope from youth to old age. —71:5-6, 9

(2) The Lorp taught him from youth to old age. —71:17-18

The wickedness of his enemies —71:4, 10-11.

(1) He asks for deliverance from the wicked. —71:4

(2) He describes what his enemies are saying. —71:10-11

Psalm 72— How does this psalm describe the tru

th

of Christ ruling as King of Kings?

A Messianic Psalm — This is the concluding Psalm in the

1%

second or Exodus section.

- Notice the inscription:A Psalm for SolomanA greater than

Solomon is seen here as the King. The reign of the Messiah will i

(1) Righteous and peace ... —72:1-7
(2) Power (Dominion) ... —72:8-11
(3) Compassion for the poor and needy —72:12-15
(4) Fruitful ... —72:16
(5) Permanence ... —72:17

- Then comes —
(6) Doxology ... —72:18-19
(7) Postscript ... —72:20

- All of David’s prayers find their fulfillment in the King and His kingdom

here on the earth. This is the end of his prayers. There is no more for which

he can pray.

Notice the following:

This is the end of the Exodus section.

« Exodus ended with the completion and setting up of the Tabernacle and t

Glory of God entering, filling, and dwelling there in the midst of the

congregation. The Exodus section of the Psalms ends with this great

Kingdom Psalm which depicts the Lord’s Millennial Kingdom and its

glory. He will dwell here amidst His people.

Two outstanding personal characteristics of the Messiah:
(1) Righteousness — justice —72:1-2

(2) Mercy — compassion —72:12-14

« Righteousness and peace are mentioned here. He is the true Melchized
the King—priest, the King of Righteousness, the King of Peace —See He
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“Salting the Oats”

Psalm 73 — According to this Psalm how can we

understand the prosperity of the wicked and th

affliction of the righteous?

How does this understanding effect us?

Psalms

7:1-3; Isa. 32:17; Rom. 5:1.

3. The results of His rule:

(1) Righteousness and peace shall flourish —72:3-7
(2) Compassion and deliverance for the needy —72:12-14
(3) Plenty —72:16

(4) All nations shall call Him blessed —72:17

* Notice how many things there are that the King will do —-v. 2, 4, 8, 12, 13,
14, etc.

4. The extent of His rule is seen in 72:8-11

3. Book 3

e
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Psalms 73 — 89
Corresponds with Leviticus

* Access to God

» Subject:The Sanctuary. Tabernacle, Temple, House, Assembly
and Congregatiorpgear in almost every Psalm in this section.
It speaks oAccess to Gadrhe sanctuary is seen from its ruin
to its restoration in the fullness of blessing.

Leviticus has as its thenm®liness unto thedrp. He is the Judge, the
Victor, and the “Shepherd of Israel,” though they have sinned so
grievously. There is more.

» See Psalm 84:"How amiable are thy tabernacles, @®kp of
hosts!”

« Ends with a doxology of praise in Psalm 89:52.

« The first eleven of these Psalms are of Asapte saw him in Psalm
50. See | Chron. 15:19 and 16:5. #Was one who was appointed to be
asingerinthe Templand his descendants were appointed to succeed
him. See Ezra 2:41.

e Psalm 73:

* A Psalm of Asaph
- Notice the perplexity of Asaph when he saw the prosperity of th
wicked (73:2-12) and the affliction of the righteous (73:13-14). Ho
or wheredid he solve this? —73:17-ff.

Prosperity and Perplexity —73:1-17
(1) The wicked described —73:1-12

-1. His conclusion about God'’s goodness —73:1-2

-2. His envy at the prosperity of the wicked —73:3, 5, 7

« The doubt of many of God’s children seen in 73:3.

-3. What prosperity does to the wicked: 73:6, 8, 9, 11, 12
(2) David’s attitude about this prosperity —73:13-17

-1. He had cleansed his heart in vain. —73:13-15

-2. He learned their end in the sanctuary —73:16-17

£
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Discovery and Discernment —73:18-23

(1) The end of the wicked —73:18-20
* When he saw theiiuture, he understood

(2) His personal reaction —73:21-22

-1. His soul was grieved and he was pricked in his soul (reins) —73:21



© Pioneer Educational Resources
Rt. 3, Box 2320, Rapid City, SD 57701

Psalms Raising Godly Generations

-2. He realized his foolishness. —73:22 - - N
-3. He is certain of God’s providential care. —73:23 Saltmg the Oats

3. Reception and Reward —73:24-28
* 3 steps —73:28:
(1) Draw nigh (Seek)
(2) Put my trust in the Lord & (Believe)
(3) Declare all His works (Witness)

Psalm 74 — How should we respond to God whe
« Psalm 74: it seems the enemy has already defeated us

» Maschil, instruction, if songs teach, and they do teach, ho
inconsistent many Christians are, for they permit songs to be
used which are not doctrinally sound.

<

~J

This Psalm is a plea. Notice how the Psalmist pleads in prayer

before God giving the reasons why God should answer. In 586 B.

D

the nation was carried into Babylonian captivity and the Temple

was destroyed. This Psalmis their cry for helpw long?—74:9—

10.

The action of the invaders is an insult to God. The Psalmist is more

concerned about the reproach against God than he is about the devas-

tation done to the people and the land.

1. Their cry to God —74:1-11
¢ They do not deny their problems.
(1) Why they cry? —74:1-2

+ Rememberrote the basis of their appgal-74:2
— Thy congregation, which thou hast purchaste jurchased.

— Mount Zion, wherein thou hast dwei€ dwelt therg.

(2) Look at the devastation — hear what they say —74:3-11

-1. The actions of the enemy74:3—-7

¢ They do wickedly in the sanctuary. —73:3

They roar in the midst of the congregation. —73:4

— That is, as assembled in the place of assembly.

Their changed idea of what constitutes fame. —73:5—-7

— What once constituted greatness —73:5
— Now destruction is their claim to fame. —73:6-7

Notice: “... the dwelling place of thy name” (v. 7)

-2. The synagogues burned —74:8

* By synagogue is meant meeting place: the Temple. The syna

gogue system was instituted much later.

-3. They wonder how long —74:9-11
« They have no prophet to tell them how long —74:9

« They ask how long the enemy will keep on —74:10

¢ Why? —74:11

2. Their confidence in God’s ability —74:12-23

(1) The mighty works of God in the past —74:12-17
-1. “dragons” —74:13

« tanniyn,“dragon, serpent, sea monster; dragon or dinosaur” [O. L

Bible]. This word is translated, “whales” in Gen. 1:21;in Ps. 148:7

it is “dragons.” The same word is translated as “serpent” in Ex

7:9. Isa. 27:1 speaks of, “tlizagonthatis in the sea,” which is

parallel to thisThis probably refers to a sea-dwelling dinosaur.
-2. “leviathan” —74:14

« livyathan,“leviathan, sea monster, dragon; large aquatic animal

perhaps the extinct dinosaur, plesiosaurus, exact meaning un-

known.”
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“Salting the Oats”

Psalm 75— How does the sovereignty of God effe¢

our life?

OR

In what areas of our life does this Psalm show the

effect of Gods sovereignty?

t

Psalms

“Some think this to be a crocodile but from the description in Job

41 this is patently absurd. It appears to be a large fire breathing
animal of some sort. Just as the bombardier beetle has an explo-
sion producing mechanism, so the great sea dragon may have an

explosive producing mechanism to enable it to be a real fire
breathing dragon.” [All from the O. L. Bible].

-3. Notice what God has done. —74:15-17

(2) He calls on God —74:18-19
-1. Remember what the enemy has done. —74:18
-2. Don't deliver to the wicked multitude. —74:19
« “turtledove” — Probably referring to Israel, defenseless against
the multitude of the wicked.
(3) He calls again to God —74:20
* He asks God to have respect unto the covenant.
— Which covenant? See Psalm 106:45
— With Abraham: Gen. 17:7; 22:15-18; Ps. 105:8-9; Lev. 26:42
— With Isaac: Gen. 26:2-5
— With Jacob: Gen. 28:13-15; 35:9-12

(4) More verbs: —74:21-23
¢ “O let not” — “let” —74:21
* “Arise” — “plead” — “remember” —74:22
* “Forget not” —74:23

¢ Psalm 75:

« Al-taschith Lit., do not destroy, maybe indicating the tune.

- Notice that this Psalm begins with “we give thanks” (75:1), and

ends with “I will sing praises” (75:9).

1. Collective thanksgiving to God —75:1
» Notice that His wondrous works declare that His Name is near.
2. The proclamation of God —75:2-5
* God is sovereign and powerful:
(1) He will judge uprightly —75:2
(2) The earth and its inhabitants are “dissolved.” —75:3
 “dissolved” — “to melt away” — They will tremble.
* He bears up the pillars of the earth, sustaining it.
(3) He warns the fool, the wicked and the proud —75:4-5
3. The proclamation of the Psalmist —75:6-8
« God is sovereign in the affairs of men:
(1) He sets up and removes rulers —75:6-7
« Cf. Dan. 2:21; 4:17, 25, 32, 35; John 19:10-11; Rom. 13:1.
* Also, see Jer. 27:5-8; Dan. 5:18-23.
(2) He is a God of wrath —75:8
« What the wicked will have — the dregs.
- Compare Isa. 51:17, 22-23.
- “Dregs” are the settlings of wine.
- Of what does “dregs” speak in this Psalm?
4. The praise of the Psalmist —75:9
5. The proclamation of God —75:10

104

« What He will do with the horns (power) of the wicked and of the
righteous!
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. The distressed man cries for help

Psalms

* Psalm 76:
* Thisis a prophetic Psalm. The Messiah is seen upon the thron

and the temple is open for worship.

- This is “A Psalm or Song of Asaph,” not of David. It was “on
Neginoth,” meaning stringed instruments.

- There are four sections of 3 verses each in this Psalm:

His glories among His people —76:1-3
(1) God’s greatness —76:1
¢ In Judah —God is known.
¢ In Israel —His Name is great.
(2) God dwells among His people —76:2
¢ Salem —where His tabernacle is
¢ Zion —where His dwelling place is
(3) His victory was in Zion —76:3
« He destroyed all weapons. —Seldtink of that)
His glory —76:4-6
(1) Comparisons of His glory —76:4
(2) The victory of God —76:5-6
* Was this the victory over Sennacherib’s army? —II Ki. 19:35; Isa.
37:36
His anger (and salvation) —76:7-9
(1) The fearsomeness of God —76:7
(2) His judgment was terrible — Selah —76:8-9
« It was to save the meek of the earth.
His worthiness —76:10-12
 Praise to Him:
(1) Man’s wrath shall praise Him —76:10

« The wrath of the enemy praises God.

¢ He restrains the remainder of wrath, i.e., that which does not brin

praise to Him. He sets limits to the wrath of man.

(2) Correct response: Vow, pay, bring presents —76:11

(3) He is terrible to the rulers of the earth —76:12

« In the preceding Psalm we see that He sets up rulers and puts the

down (75:6-8). He is a terror to the kings of earth.

¢ Psalm 77:

» To Jedu’thunwho was one of the choir directors who had bee
appointed by David. We saw him in Psalm 39.

- This is another Psalm of Asaph. This is a lament Psalm, and i

speaks ofThe Distressed Saint Comforted
—77:1-9
(1) What to do in time of distress —77:1-6
* Notice, a night of trouble —vv. 1-5
¢ But a song —v. 6
(2) Six questions —77:7-9
-1. “Will the Lord cast off forever?”
-2. “will He be favourable no more?”

—77:7a
—77:7b

Raising Godly Generations

“Salting the Oats”

Psalm 76 — How is God’s rule described here ar

how should we respond to it?

em

Psalm 77 — How can we follow the Psalmist’s

example here when we are distressed and ov

whelmed?
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“Salting the Oats”

Psalm 78 — How did God demonstrate His merc

and His grace even when lIsrael disobeyed i

unbelief?

How does God demonstrate His mercy and grace eV

in the midst of our disobedience in unbelief?

y .

>S5

en

106
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Psalms

-3. “Is His mercy clean gone for ever?” —77:8a
-4. “doth His promise fail for evermore?” —77:8b
-5. “Hath God forgotten to be gracious?” —77:9a

« In “the years of ancient times” (77:5), hath He “forgotten to be
gracious?” (77:9). See the grace shown to Noah in Gen. 6:8. Then
note 77:19b, “great waters,” the flood?

-6. “hath He in anger shut His tender mercies?” —77:9b

¢ Selah —Think of that!

The distressed man is comforted —77:10-20
¢ In 77:5-9 he recalled the past, and questioned concerning the mercy and
goodness of God. Now we will see the answer.
(1) The answer —77:10-13
-1. Remember the years of the right hand of God. —77:10
-2. Remember God’s works in the past. —77:11
-3. Meditate of his work. —77:12a
-4. Talk of all His doings. —77:12b
-5. His way is in the sanctuary. —77:13
« Sanctuary — A holy (separated) place. It may refer to the Temple,
but it most likely refers to heaven. God is holy.
(2) God’s demonstration of grace and strength —77:14-20
« History tells it. Notice the incidents of the past:
-1. He does wonders — He has declared His strength. —77:14
-2. He redeemed His people with His arm. —77:15
« From Egyptian bondage.
-3. The waters saw Him and were afraid. —77:16
« Probably the crossing of the Red sea and of Jordan.
-4. Storms came because of Him. —77:17-18
« In Egypt, for one. Also in the conquest of the land.
-5. His ways cannot be fathomed. —77:19
¢ His way is in the sea and
« His path in the great wateralso in the flood of Noah?

« His footsteps are not known. Who will go down there and check
them out? Who can?

-6. He led his people by the hand of Moses and Aaron —77:20

Psalm 78:

» Psalm 78: A parable (78:2). It covers the period of Israel’s
history from the exodus to David the king. Give the subjectirg
2 or 3 words.

- Note: mention of Ephraim in vv. 9 and 67. Cf. 80:2
Question: —Where does v. 9 fit into the exodus chronology? [Noﬁ
the book of Exodus, but the actugding-out(exodus)] This may
not refer to a specific occasion, but to a general cowardicey
Ephraim was a prominent tribe in Israel from the choosing ofg
Joshua to the anointing of Saul, of Benjamin, to be king. Se&
Judges 3:27; 7:24; 8:1-2; 10:9; 12:1-6, and more. They failed i
faith and courage and were defeated in battle. Ephraim was prom#
nent in the 10 northern tribes (called Israel and Samaria following\a'
the division). They were first to break the covenant of God and go
into captivity in Assyria. See Il Kings 17 and its larger context.

xog ‘e
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Introduction —78:1-11
(1) Call to the people —78:1-2
(2) Purpose for the Testimony (Law) —78:3-8

« Compare these verses with Deut. 6:6—-12.
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2. Parable of Israel's provocation in the exodus

» Psalms 79 and 80 are two more Psalms of Asaph. There a

¢ Psalm 79:

* This is another imprecatory Psalm. There is a threefold appli

. The condition of Israel described

Psalms

Raising Godly Generations

(3) Failure of Ephraim —78:9-11
« Compare 78:67 and see introduction to this Psalm.

“Salting the Oats”

—78:12-55

(1) In Egypt and through the sea —78:12-13
¢ Zoan, Tanis, a capital city in the northeastern part of the Nile delta,

(2) His leading and provision in the wilderness —78:14-41
-1. His leading by the Cloud —78:14

-2. Providing water from the rocks —78:15-16

-3. His provision of food and His anger —78:17-31

They provoked Him by asking for food. —78:17-20

His anger against them —78:21-22

He gave them “angels’ food” — manna. —78:21-25
He gave them quail to eat. —78:26-29

He then judged them. —78:30-31

They “limited” God —78:41

— How did they limit Him? Through their unbelief. Cf. Matt.

13:58; Mark 6:5.

(3) His miracles in Egypt before the exodus —78:42-53
(4) The conquest of the land —78:54-55
Israel’'s provocation in the land —78:56-72
(1) Their provocation —78:56-58

« Testing, provoking, disobeying God —78:56

¢ They dealt “unfaithfully.” —78:57
(2) God’s judgment —78:59-65

« The capture of the Ark —58:60-61

* General defeats and chaos —58:62-64

(3) The Lord awoke and judged their enemies —78:65—-66

(4) His choice of Judah and David —78:67-72

¢ This speaks prophetically of Christ.

— Joseph (Ephraim) rejected (cf. v. 9) —78:67
— Judah chosen along with Mount Zion —78:68

— David, taken from the sheepfolds —78:70-72

¢ Compare this with 79:13 and 80:1.

=

e

more following these.

Psalm 79 — The enemy has attacked. Great destr

LIC-

tion is done. How do we respond to God?

cation:

(1) To the time when it was written

(2) To the Tribulation period

(3) To times of judgement and attack in each generation.

—79:1-4

=]

« This no doubt speaks of the destruction of Jerusalem by Babyl
in 586 B.C.

(1) Invasion —79:1a
¢ It wasGod’sinheritance the heathen had entered.
(2) Defilement —79:1b
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“Salting the Oats”

Psalm 80 — In the midst of judgment how do we cr

out for God's mercy?

y

Psalms

¢ It wasGod’s holy Temple that they had defiled

(3) Destruction —79:1c
« It wasGod'scity that they had destroyed.
(4) Death —79:2-4

« It wasGod’'sservants they had killed.
¢ The Israelites had become a reproach to their neighbors —79:4, and
compare 79:12.

2. The Supplication —tdestroy God’s enemies79:5-13

(1) “How long, LORD?” —79:5

(2) Pour out thy wrath ... for ... —79:6-7

(3) An appeal:

-1. For mercy: “Oremember not against us former iniquities79:8
-2. For His glory —79:9-10
» Notice the motive behind their supplication —79:9, 10, 12. It was
for the glory of His Name. He was the One being reproached (v.
12). He will be vindicated (v. 10).
(4) Their commitment to praise and thank Him —79:13
¢ Compare 79:13 with 78:70-71.
¢ Psalm 80:

» Shoshann’im-E duthve saw this in the introduction to Psalm
45, Shoshann’inmeans “lilies,” E'duth “a testimony.” A
prayer for restoration —80:3, 7, 19.

— Occasion is probably the Assyrian captivity —see 80:1-2:
“Joseph,” “Ephraim,” “Benjamin,” “Man-asseh.” Joseph and
Benjamin were of Rachel. Ephraim and Manasseh were of
Joseph. The shock of this event in Jerusalem (where the Asaph
singers lived) is seen in this Psalm.

Note: Though Benjamin remained with Judah at the time the kingdom
divided —I Kings 12:21.
« Notice the closing verse of 3 of the sections (80:3, 7, 19).
1. Appeal to the Shepherd of Israel —80:1-3

« The Shepherd of Israel; see Gen. 49:24, and Psalm 23. Also note 78:70 and
79:13. This appeal is based on God'’s strength. P

¢ Their call: “Turn us again, O God” (see v. 7).—80:3 w
— The desired result: “... we shall be saved.” 1

x

2. Lamentation —80:4-7 3
¢ “O Lorpo of hosts, how long ...?" —80:4 ‘;

— This cry for mercy is based on true grief and godly sorrow over sin (i.e§
repentance). g

¢ They are fed “the bread of tears.” —80:5a g
— This instead of being fed manna, as in Ps. 78:25. @

« They are given tears to drink in great measure. —80:5b %
— Rather than having water from the rock, as in Ps. 78:16. S

* He calls on the “God of hosts” to turn them. —80:7 .
— The “God of hosts” is the God of armies.

— The desired result: “... we shall be saved.” (cf. vv. 3, 19)
3. Appeal to the Husbandman of the vine —80:8-16

108

* The likeness of Israel, the vine —80:8-16
— See Isa. 5:1-7; Jer. 2:21; Ezek. 17:6 (5-24); 19:10-14; Luke 20:9--16
(note especially v. 16).
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— This appeal is based on God'’s purposes for His people.
* As avine:

(1) Planted —80:8

(2) Growth —80:9-11

(3) Hedged broken —80:12-13
« Cf. Isa. 5:5

(4) Devastation —80:14-16

« What happened to the vine, Israel —Ezek. 19:10-14

— See Ezek. 15:1-8, the vine is for fruit, but not good for fuel, but

God gave Israel to be fuel.

4. Closing appeal —80:17-19
¢ Who is “... man of thy right hand ..."? —80:17.
— See Heb. 1:1-3, 13.
¢ Again they lift up their cry to the drp God of hosts. —80:19
— Notice the desired result: “... we shall be saved.” (cf. vv. 3, 7)
* Psalm 81:

Another Psalm of AsapiJpon Gittith “A Gittite harp.” A
Gittite is of Gath. A call to worship probably connected with

Raising Godly Generations

“Salting the Oats”

Psalm 81 — What reasons for worshipping an

obeying God are given in this Psalm?

the Feasts of the seventh month [See Lev. 23:23-44] Psalm

81:3, “Blow the trumpet in the new moon.”

— These feasts: (1) Trumpets (7th. Mo., 1st day), Day of Atoneme
(7/10), and Tabernacles (7/15-21).

— Prophetically, a call to worship for a regathered Israel.

nt

This Psalm is very difficult to outline. It presents a narrative

of reasons for them to praise. Let's see some highlights of the

Psalm:
Call to worship —81:1-3
(1) The call to worship —81:1-2
« This worship is in view of their deliverance from the burden of
Egypt (v. 6).
(2) Call to blow the trumpets —81:3
The ordinance for Joseph —81:4-6

(1) This blowing of trumpets was a statute in Israel. —81:4

¢ It became a part of the Law of Moses which was given to them durin
the exodus as they are delivered from slavery.

(2) “Joseph” —81:5

« In Egypt, Israel was Joseph’s family, because of Joseph’s deliveranc

through the famine, and the resulting invitation by Pharaoh to bring th

g

D

rest of the family down.

(3) He ordained this in the deliverance of Israel. —81:5-6

« The language they did not know: The voice of thed.as He called
them out. —81:5

¢ He (the lorp) removed them from the burden. —81:6

God'’s deliverance and promise of blessing —81:7-9

(1) He heard them when they called —81:7
¢ This took place while they were in Egyptian bondage.
* See Exod. 2:23-25; 6:5-9; 17:6—7; Num. 20:13, 24; Deut. 33:8.

(2) “hear,” “hearken” —81:8
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Psalm 82 — Why does God rebuke the unjust judges

spoken of in this psalm?

Psalms

¢ He heard them, now He calls on them to hear Him.
« If they hear Him, He will testify unto them.

(3) No idolatry —81:9
« They called and He heard. He calls on them to hearken to Him, and H
will testify to (or warn) them, and the first word to them has to do with
the prohibition of idolatry.

¢ See Exod. 20:3, the first Commandment.

e

4. Why lIsrael was dispersed —81:10-12
(1) His invitation to them —81:10
« Invitation: “open thy mouth wide.”
« Promise: “I will fill it.”
(2) Their response to his invitation —81:11-12
« See their reaction to His invitation and promise.
« What they refused to do? (1 word) (81:8, 11, 13)
5. What would have happened —81:13-16
(1) If they would have “hearkened” —81:13
(2) He would have give them victory. —81:14-15
* He would have subdued their enemies. —81:14
* The Lorp's enemies would have submitted themselves to Him. —
81:15
« Principles: When God’s people obey Him, He gives victory. No war
can be won without the intervention of the God. Also, His enemies
submit to Him when God’s people hearken to Him.
(3) He would have fed them abundantly. —81:16
* Psalm 82:
» To whom is God speaking in Psa. 82? To the unjust judges
whom He will judge.
1. They stand before God’s judgment seat —82:1
—God will judge. They are called “gods.”
« "mighty” —EI = god, GodStrength as an adj.mighty.
"gods” — elohim= God, gods, judges, angels —It is a uniplural noun -
referring to one God in a plurality of persons. ;’
This word refers to judges in various places [Ex. 21:6; 22:28 (“gods”)].
« Whoreally fulfills the office of judge (82:1-8)? V. 6, cf. John 10:34— %
36. W
N
« Notice their position before God —II Chron. 19:6; Eccl. 5:8. In their £
position of authority they were His representatives. They had the Wor%J
of God. They were to judge according to that Word. g
o]
T . <
2. They show partiality —82:2 2
— They were judging unjustly. “How long?” a
— They were accepting the persons of the wicked. “How long?” §
3. God’s appeal to them —82:3-4
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— “Defend the poor” —82:3a

— “do justice to the afflicted and needy” —82:3b
— “Deliver the poor and needy” —82:4a

— “rid them out of the hand of the wicked” —82:4b

$82IN0SaYy |euonednp3 Isauold Q)



© Pioneer Educational Resources
Rt. 3, Box 2320, Rapid City, SD 57701

Psalms Raising Godly Generations

4. Their ignorance —82:5

— Who is meant by “They”? The judges? Or those whom they
unjustly judge?

“Salting the Oats”

« | say this refers to the judges, fall'the foundations of the earth are

out of course.” The judges represent some of those “foundations.”

5. Though privileged, they are accountable —82:6-7

(1) “I have said Ye are gods” —82:6

« He says, “all of you are children of the most High” —"This was their

ex-officio character, not their moral and spiritual relationship.” —
Spurgeon.

=

¢ The Lord quoted this passage in John 10:34-35 and explains that|i
refers to those to whom the Word of God came.

(2) “But ye shall die like men” —82:7

6. The call to God to arise and judge —82:8
— He will judge the earth — ALL the earth.
— This is because He shall inherit all nations.

« Psalm 83 Psalm 83 — This Psalm is a plea for God to destrg
Israel's enemies. How can we apply this t
* Thisis the final Asaph Psalm. Itis a prayer against the nations spiritual warfare today?
who have conspired against Israel.
— What s the situation of Ps. 83? See v. 4 (vv. 3-12). Il Chron. 20:1
30. Consider the confederacy in our day? (The nations)

1. Their cry to God —83:1-4
(1) The enemies and their plot.
(2) The enemies of God’s people —83:2, 3, 5.

* These are the enemies of God.
¢ What do these “enemies” of God say? See v. 4.
(3) “thy hidden ones” —83:3
« “Hidden ones”: God hides His people in His presence in times of trials
and plots of men.

— In HisTreasury of DavidSpurgeon quotes a William Jay: “We often
hide only to preserve.” Then upon referring to Matt. 13:44, where
the man hid the treasure which he found, he said, “His aim is not |
conceal but to secure ...." He refers to Noah who was hidden in th
Ark so “the waters that drowned the world could fied him.” This
is a good thought. Jay gives some other reasons along with this on
See Psalm 27:5 and 31:20 where David refers to being hidden i
God’s “pavilion.” That is protection and preservation.

* They are hidden for the definite purpose of protection, to give them
shelter and protection. Thus, they are plistected ones
¢ Who are these “hidden ones”?

(1) From poetic parallel: “thy people” —v. 3

(2) Refers to Israel (v. 4): “nation,” “Israel”

(]

[

5 (D

— Then what? —v. 5 (next point):
2. The identity of the enemies —83:5-8
— Confederacy —v. 5 (Cf. Psalm 2)

— Who are they?
¢« Edom — Descendants of Esau. The old enmity continued.
¢ Ishmael— Gen. 16:15-16 and 21:9-21.

*« Moab — Descendant of Lot by his older daughter Gen. 19:36-37.
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- - - Hagarenes — Generally thought that they were descendants of Hagar.
Salting the Oats Distinguished from the Ishmaelites in this passage.

Gebal — Northeast Edom, known also as Teman.

Ammon — Descendant of Lot by his younger daughter —Gen. 19:38.
Today it is Amman in Jordan (the same place).

Amalek — Son of Eliphaz, son of Esau, See Gen. 36:12.

Philistines — Old enemies of Israel

Tyre — A very powerful Phoenician city located along the Mediterra-

nean

Assur (Asshur, Assyria) — A powerful enemy of Israel. They carried
the 10 northern tribes into captivity.

All of these same nations today oppose Israel. History has changed

nothing.This is primarily an end-time prediction.

3. The prayer for retribution —83:9-17

— What God has done in the past, God can do even yet!

« Historical example —83:9-12

« Example from nature —83:13-15

¢ Prayer for God to confound —83:16-17

4. The glory of JEHOVAH —83:18

* The last 6 Psalms of the Leviticus section are a seriesuré-

lookingPsalms. They present a prophetic look into the future.

Psalm 84 — Use the analogies in this Psalm whigh * Psalm 84:

describe the joy of dwelling with God to de- * Delight in and desire for the House of therb. See Psalm

scribe your relationship and walk with God. 84:1"How amiable are thy tabernacles, Qokp of hosts!”

“Gittith,” see introduction to Psalm 81 for an explanation of
this. Notice the different titles for God in this Psalmot of

hosts” (vv. 1, 3, 8, 12), and various others.

— Note who are said to be “blessed” in this Psalm.

1. His longing for God’s house —84:1-4

« “How amiable are thy tabernacles, @rb of hosts.” —84:1

¢ For what was the Psalmist longing? —84:2

¢ Why was he longing? —84:10-12

¢ “Selah” —v. 4 [Think of that!]

2. His pilgrimage to God’s house —84:5-8

« “Baca” means “weeping.” Thus, “the valley of Baca” is the “valley of
weeping.” This speaks of turning weeping into blessings. —84:6

'AuD pidey ‘ozez x0g ‘€ 1

« There are 2 applications in verses 5-6:

(1) To Christ — He had His strength in God, being God; in His heart Werég

the ways of passing through the valley of weeping and making there g,

well of water —see John 4:13-14; 7:38-39.
(2) To the Christian —has his strength in God; through suffering, the=

0LL

Christian brings the Well of salvation last souls. —See Il Tim. 3:12.

3. His joy of worship in God’s house —84:9-12

¢ V. 10 — Joy of His House

¢ V. 11 — What He is and what He will do

¢ V.12 — Who is blessed?

112
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¢ Psalm 85:

* The Psalm of restoration. This is another one of the 6 futur

¢ Psalm 86:

» A Prayer of DavidThis is another prophetic Psalm. See v. 9

* The occasion, a time of poverty, need, trouble and persecution

Psalms

Raising Godly Generations

“Salting the Oats”

Psalm 85 — Relate this psalm to how we can pra

vy

looking Psalms. It speaks of Israel’s future prayer upon the

-~

for revival.

return to the land following their exile. Of what does Psalm 85

speak? (85:1-2)

Past deliverances remembered —85:1-3

— Note, six times, “thou hast” —vv. 1-3:

« “been favourable unto thy land”

« “brought back the captivity of Jacob”
« “forgiven the iniquity of thy people”

« “covered all their sin. Selah.”

« “taken away all thy wrath”

« “turned thyself from the fierceness of thine anger.”

Prayer in the present distress —85:4-7

— Five petitions:

e “Turn us” —85:4a

« “cause thine anger toward us to cease ...” —85:4b-5

« “revive us again ...” —85:6

¢ “Shew us thy mercy” —85:7a

— "Shew us thy mercy ... —v. 7a. Cf. verse 10.

« “grant us thy salvation” —85:7b

Reassurance of future deliverance —85:8-13

— Notice the words, “mercy” and “truth” —vv. 7, 10, 11.

¢ See thisin Psalm 25:10; 40:11; 57:3; 61:7; 89:14; 98:3; 115:1; 138:2.

God’s mercy is in harmony with His Truthlis mercy is everlasting,

and His Truth endureth to all generatio®salm 100:5).

— Also notice “righteousness” and “peace” —v. 10.

¢ These are words which characterize the Millennium and the reign g
the Messiah King.

=

¢ See these words in Isaiah 32:17; and Rom. 14:17. They are al

mentioned together in Psalms 4:1-8; 35:14-28; 37:6-11, 37; 72:1-+7

and here.

What time is referred to in 86:9? This is the only Psalm o
David in Book 3 (the Leviticus section).
— Will the United Nations bring this about? It does not sRgdple(or mern)

>0

Psalm 86 — What truth about God does this Psal

of request for God's intervention and guidanc|

[¢)

reveal?

OR

What truth about God does this Psalm reveal?

from all nations whom thou hast made shall come.” That would be true i
a spiritual sense today, because believers come as individuals from eve

=]

nation, but this is not what the verse says.

Adonai is used as the name of God 7 times in this Psalm. This is the plu
form of Adon, which means Master or Lord. In the plural form it meang

“my Lord.” This implies that God is the Owner and Master of the Psalmist|

He demands unqualified obedience (Malachi 1:6).

86:1, 7, 14. Although we divide it into two sections, the divisions are

NVl
vy

=

not readily apparent, for the Psalmist mingles prayer and praise

throughout.
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Psalm 87 — How does God express His joy and loy

of Jerusalem in this Psalm?

Psalms

1. Prayer ... —86:1-9

— Notice the requests (verbs):
* “Bow down” —v. la
¢ “hear me” —v. 1b
* “Preserve” —v. 2a
* “save” —v. 2b
* “Be merciful” —v. 3
* “Rejoice the soul ..." —v. 4
* “Give ear” —v. 6a
« “attend” —v. 6b

— Notice what the Psalmist will do in verses 7, 11, 12.
— Notice what the brD is in verses 5, 8-10, 13, 15.

2. Praise ... —86:10-17
— The emphasis is the glorification of His Name.
e vv. 11-12

e v. 17 — “"token” = sign.”
— This is some indication that God is with him.

€ .« Psalm 87:

» This is a song of Zion (Jerusalem). It is another prophetic
Psalm looking toward the Kingdom.
— Notice the prophetic message of this Psalm. Such things as it
speaks of would be as impossible in our day as is was in the day of
the Psalmist.

1. Zion's glories as the dwelling place of God —87:1-3

(1) He founded Zion in the holy mountain. —87:1
¢ This word, “foundation,” refers to the founding of a city.

(2) He loves Zion more than all the cities of Jacob. —87:2

(3) “Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God. Selah.” —v.
3

-1. Past glories:
* Solomon’s temple (architecture and wealth)
« David’s reign
¢ God's choice of the city
-2. Future glories:
¢ The Millennial Temple and Throne of Christ
« The Kingdom of God on earth centers in Jerusalem, vv. 1-3. Cf
Isa. 2:1-4; Zeph. 3:14-17.

2. Zion, the desire of the nations —87:4-6

(1) Two great enemy nations mentioned —87:4a
-1. Egypt —He will mention it to them who know Him.
¢ Rahab = Egypt (See Isa. 51:9)

— This word is translated from a different Hebrew word than the
Rahab of Joshua 2 and 6. It me&osister

-2. Babylon —He will also mention Babylon to them.

T0..S as ‘AuD pidey ‘ozee xod ‘€ 1

(2) People of all nations will be citizens of Zion. —87:4b

« These are enemy nations. Butthie Millennium, all will be citizens
(born) of Zion. None of those nations would claim such a relationship today!
Notice these nations:
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¢ Psalm 88:

* This is the gloomiest Psalm found in the PsakkeGong or

Raising Godly Generations
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Psalms
-1. Philistia
-2. Tyre
-3. Ethiopia
(3) The exaltation of Zion as the birthplace of all. —8:5-6

¢ Of Zion: “this and that man was born in her. —8:5a

¢ The Highest (God) Himself shall establish Zion. —8:5b
¢ The Lorp shall count all people as born in Zion. —8:6

— Thus, He will reckon it so.

Zion, the place of joyful song —87:7

¢ The will be there, as will be the instrumentalists.

« Ithas been a city of great sorrow for centuries, but in that day God’s sprin
will be in Zion. It will be a source of joy and rejoicing.

JS

Psalm 88 — How does God describe the depths

despair in this Psalm?

Psalm for the sons of Korah ... Mahalath “sickness,”

possibly the first word of the tune to which the Psalm wa

sung.Leannoth= “to humble or afflict."Maschil(instruction)

of Heman the Ezrahitédeman was a leader of the Korahite

group of singers (I Chron. 6:33-37).

— This is alament midst darkness and despair. “The gloom increas

[

as the song proceeds, and its last word is ‘darkness.” (It i
anonymous. But see the experiences of the psalmistin verses 6 g

nd

18.)

He describes his calamities —88:1-9
(1) He addresses “Odrp God of my salvation” —88:1a
(2) He characterizes his prayer. —=88:1b
¢ Itis a “cry,” or “outcry.” He is in dire straits and needs help.
(3) He requests to be heard. —88:2

« That the lorp would allow his prayer to come before Him.

¢ That the lorp would incline His ear to him — to listen to him.

(4) He describes his condition. —88:3-8

¢ His lament reminds us somewhat of that of Job.

-1. His soul is full of trouble. —88:3a

-2. His life draws nigh to death. —88:3b

-3. He is counted with them who go down to the pit (hell?) —88:4a
-4. He is as a man with no strength. —88:4b
-5. He is “free” among the dead (set free from a master). —88:5
* He is like the slain in the grave, remembered no more.
« As such, he is remembered no more, and ...
« He is cut off from God’s hand — thus “free.”
-6. The Lorp has laid him in the lowest pit. —88:6
¢ He is in darkness in the deeps.
-7. The Lorp's wrath lies hard upon him. —88:7a
-8. The Lorp has afflicted him with all His waves. —88:7b
-9. The Lord has alienated him from his acquaintances. —88:8
* He has made him an abomination to them.
¢ He is shut up and cannot come forth.

* Notice the terms he uses through the Psalm which refer to death:

“grave” —v. 3, 5; “pit” -vv. 4, 6; “slain” -v. 5; “the dead” -vv. 5, 10;
“darkness” -v. 6; “deeps” -v. 6; “destruction” -v. 11; “the dark” -v.
12; “the land of forgetfulness” - v. 12.
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Psalm 89 — Psalm 89 gives us insight into God’s

covenant with David. What significant truths

about God and His care of man do we se

affirmed in this Psalm?

116
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(5) He speaks of his anguished appeal. —88:9

¢ First is the anguished eye because of that affliction.
— This no doubt refers to his weeping.

¢ Then the appeal:
— He called on the &rp daily.
— He stretched out his hands to therb.

What about the dead? —88:10-13

(1) His question concerning the dead —88:10
« The answer from Scriptures: Job 19:25-27; Hos. 13:14; | Cor. 15:51—
57; John 5:28-29
(2) What can one do in the grave?
¢ Compare Psalm 6:4-5 for a similar statement.
« One cannot publicly praise God in the grave.

—88:11-13

—88:14-18
—88:14

His lament about his condition

(1) Why had the bro forsaken him?
¢ The questions:
— Why does the &ro cast off his soul?
— Why does the &ro hide his face from him?

(2) The Lorp was afflicting him. —88:15-18
* His hopeless condition —88:15

— He is afflicted and ready to die.

— He is distracted as he suffers terrors.
¢ He blames the drp. —88:16-17

— The Lorp's wrath goes over him.

— The Lorp's terrors have cut him off.

— They came round about him daily.

— They compassed him.

« The Lord has alienated his friends. —88:18

¢ Psalm 89:

* A Messianic Psalm. This is the last Psalm of book Ill, the
Leviticus section of the Psalms. It isaschil (instruction)of
Ethan the Ezrahite
— This Psalm has to do with the Davidic covenant —8943,37.

See the covenant in Il Sam. 7:8-16; | Chron. 17:7-15; Psal
132:11.

* As you read, notice “mercy” and “faithfulness” throughout the
Psalm. You may wish to underline these words.

Root (mercy) and Foundation (faithfulness) —89:1-4

« Note his song (v. 1) and what he is determined to do. What he believ
concerning God’s faithfulness (v. 2) to His covenant with David (vv. 3—4).<

Mercy and faithfulness exalted —89:5-18

¢ This expands 89:1-2.
* Notice the different attributes of God in these verses.

The promised covenant expanded —89:19-37
¢ This expands 89:3-4.

* These verses describe the Davidic covenant at length.

¢ Who is mentioned in 89:27? —See Isa. 9:6-7; | Tim. 6:15-16.

¢ Who is referred to in 89:36? —See Luke 1:32; Acts 2:28-29; 13:34; Gal.
3:16.

« Notice verses 33 and 49.

/(uggp!dea ‘0zez xog ‘€3
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4. The plea of the remnant —89:38-45 “Salting the Oats’

5. The Questions —89:46-51

¢ There are 7 questions in 89:46—49:

(1) How long, lLorp? —Hos. 3:4-5; Deut. 30:1-3

(2) Wilt thou hide thyself forever2-Isa. 26:21; Rev. 19:11-16

(3) Shall thy wrath burn like fire? —Isa. 30:27-30; Rev. 6:16-17
(4) Remember how short my time is: wherefore hast thou made all men

B

vain? —Isa. 44:8; Eph. 2:7

(5) What man is he that liveth, and shall not see death? —Rom. 5:12; Heb.

9:27
(6) Shall he deliver his soul from the hand of the grave? —Isa. 28:15-18;

Hos. 13:14-15

(7) Lord, where are thy former lovingkindnesses, which thou swarest unto

David in thy truth? —Luke 1:31-33; Acfis:14-15.

6. The praise of the Psalmist —89:52

¢ This Psalm ends with a doxology of praise in 89:52. This doxology ends

this third book of the Psalms.

4. Book 4 — Psalms 90 — 106

Corresponds with Numbers

» Qualifications for service

—Subject: The Earth. It speaks of Pilgrims, their Perils, and

their heavenly Protection. Our earthly life is a Pilgrimage, a

2]

was that of Israel. It is full of perils, but we have heavenl

protection.

—Jehovah (bRrD), the covenant Name of God prevails in this
section of the Psalms.

¢ This section ends with a doxology of praise in Psalm 106:48.

(1) Blessing for the earth is needed —Psa. 90 — 94
» Psalm 90 was written by Moses during the wilderness wan

derings when he witnessed that generation dying off because
of their unbelief. Had men organized the Psalms, the 90th

Psalm would be first.

]

» Read the opening verses of Psalms 90 and 91 together. Whe

the devil attacked the Lord he quoted from Psalm 91:11-1
But Christ was victorious because He lived “in the secr

o\ )

place of the Most High” (91:1).

Psalm 90:1-11 — In these verses how is God

* Psalm 90: eternity contrasted with man’s frailty?

» A Prayer of Moses the man of Gddhis is no doubt the oldest

of the Psalms. In it we see death and darkness. The Eternal God
is contrasted with mortal man.

¢ Psalms 90 and 91 are a contrast:

Psalm 90 Psalm 91

A Psalm of Death A Psalm of Life

A Psalm of Darkness A Psalm of Light

We see life swept away Life is sustained and preserved
Psalm of the first man Adam Psalm of the Second Man
(Inheritance of death in Adam) (Inheritance of life in Christ)
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Psalm 90:12-17 — The truth of vv.1-11 prompts a

n

very significant prayer. What are the request

in this prayer?

Psalm 91:1-8 — What is the basis of our security in

God according to Psalm 917

Psalms

1. A statement of FACT —90:1-11
« God’s eternity and man'’s frailty
(1) The fact: God is eternal —90:1-2

¢ A dwelling place in ALL GENERATIONS —90:1 —Cf. Deut.
33:27; Ps. 91:1; 71:3.

« God was when nothing else was (90:2). Guarantee of an ETERNAL
dwelling place —What this means to Christians —John 14:1-3;
17:24 (Cf. Heb. 7:25; 13:8).

(2) The fact: Life is short —90:3-6
¢ Manis of dust, and to dust (“destruction”) he will return —Gen. 2:7;
3:19

¢ Heis like grass —Cf. | Pet. 1:24; Isa. 40:6-8; James 1:11 —Cf. Ps.
102:11; 103:15-16

(3) Man is sinful, cause of his frailty —90:7-8

(4) God’s anger is real —90:9-11
¢ The brief lifespan of man —90:10
Compare verse 4 with verse 10.

2. Aprayer —90:12-17

(1) For learning: The lesson of life —90:12
« What our knowledge of the brevity of life should do to us —Cf. Ps.
39:4; | Pet. 4:7; John 4:35-38
(2) For God’s mercy —90:13-17
¢ The results of God’s mercy —90:14-17
« The work of our hands: See Deut. 2:7; 14:29; 16:15; 24:19. How is
it established? By following His commands as seen in Deuteronomy
and other places.

¢ Psalm 91:

 This is a Messianic Psalm. It speaks of a place of security and
is a Psalm of refuge and life.

— The wonderful promises of this Psalm are only for certain ones;
those who live in close fellowship with Him. Only Chnsrfectly
fulfilled the conditions of vv. 1-2. Thus, He alone dalty claim
the blessings of the rest of the Psalm. But, those of us who put our
trust in Him can also claim those wonderful promises of security

and protection. B
w

1. The ground of his security —91:1-8 g
(1) The place of refuge —91:1-2 g
* 4 names of God: o

— “most High” 8

— “Almighty” 2

— “LoRrD" g

- “God” @

(2) The provisions of protection —91:3-4 g
o

=

(3) The assurance of the refugee —91:5-8

Psalm 91:9-16 — What are the benefits of oyr 2. The benefits of his security —91:9-16

security in God according to Psalm 917

(1) “Because” of your trust, He will protect —91:9-13

* The devil quoted Psalm 91:11-12 at the time of the temptation of Jesus
(Matt. 4:6; Luke 4:10-11). He applied these verses to Christ.

(2) “Because” of His love, He will exalt. —91:14-16

* The Lorp is speaking here.
118
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¢ Psalm 92:

“Salting the Oats”

* This is the third Psalm of Book IV, Numbe#fsPsalm or Song
for the sabbath dayt is a Psalm opraisefor the sabbath day.

Psalm 92— Since it is good to praise the Lord, fa

what is it good to praise Him according to

Prophetically: The Millennium will be a perpetwsabbath of
rest.

Psalm 927

1. Thanks to God for His great works —92:1-5

« We must learn to show forth His lovingkindness in the morning, and His

faithfulness at nighfmorning—night)

2. The wicked are ignorant and are judged —92:6-9
¢ God’'s works and thoughts —92:5-6

— His works are great. His thoughts are very deep. —92:5

— The brutish and the fool does not understand. —92:6

¢ Compare v. 7 with Ps. 90:5; Isa. 40:6-8; James 1:11; etc.

3. The righteous shall flourish —92:10-15

« A picture of the godly is given in 92:12-14. Notice what the promise o
92:13-14 is. Compare this with Psalm 1.

¢ What the lorp is —92:15

» We now begin a series of Kingdom Psalms which speak of the

reign of the Messiah (Psalm 93 — 100).

Psalm 93— Truly the &rp does reign. For what

¢ Psalm 93:

should we praise Him as He is Lord of all?

» A song of praise because therb is reigning. It speaks of the

Millennial reign of Christ. The &ro reigns, He is clothed with

majesty (v. 1).

—Notice the descriptive wordsnajesty, strength, of old, everlast-

ing, might (mightier), sureholiness

1. His majesty and strength —93:1

* He is clothed with these things.

* He has girded Himself.

2. His throne is eternal —93:2
« It is “established of old,” He is “from everlasting,” an eternal God.
3. The steadfastness of His throne —93:3-4

* Men have raged against Him like “the mighty waves of the sea,” but His

throne is sure.

4. His testimonies are very sure —93:5a

« Thank God for HisureWord. We can depend on it. See Ps. 19:7-11; 119

138:2b. Histeachingsare unchangeable.

5. His holiness becomes His house —93:5b

¢ His character(holiness) is unchangeable.

Psalm 94 — What pattern can we follow, from thi

¢ Psalm 94:

Psalm, to avoid revenge when an injustice ha

S

been committed against us?

A call to a righteous God to execute vengeance against the

wicked. The second in the series of Kingdom Psalms. This

Psalm speaks of retribution (94:1-2, 21, 23).

— There is a great difference betweenengeandvengeanceRe-

vengeis an act of passion, of anger, whilengeancas justice

administered. 119
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“Salting the Oats”

Psalm 95:1-7a — God's revelation of Himself is

worthy of praise. What does God call Himself

either directly or by analogy in this Psalm?

D

¢ Psalm 95:

120

Psalms

Appeal to God —94:1-7

(1) Vengeance belongs to God alone. —94:1-2
* Note the difference betweeavengeandvengeanceabove.
« He calls upon God for vengeance. Notice the ways.

(2) That age-old question is back —94:3-4
¢ That is, Why do the wicked prosper? 94:3—4.

(3) What the wicked do —94:5-6
-1. They break in pieces God’s (“thy”) people. —94:5a
-2. They afflict the lorp's heritage. —94:5b
-3. They slay the widow and the stranger. —94:6a
-4. They murder the fatherless. —94:6b

(4) What the wicked say —95:7
¢ They think that the Lord cannot see them.

Appeal to the wicked —94:8-11

* This is a correction of the false idea of 95:7.
(1) A call to the “brutish” and “fools” to understand. —94:8

(2) Man must recognize the omniscience of God —94:9-11
« God is not oblivious to what man is doing? —94:9-11
« What are the thoughts of man? —94:11

Assurance of the righteous —94:12-19

(1) God’s school —94:12-13

* There is “The Master, the Book, the Rod, the blessed Scholar, and the
result of his education.” -Spurgeon

¢ The blessed man is the whom God chastens. —94:12
— See Prov. 3:11-12 and Heb. 12:5-6.
— The purpose of chastening —94:13a

« But thepit of the wicked is beingigged—94:13b

(2) What the lorp seeks —94:14-15
* He seeks not to cast them off. —94:14
¢ His judgment returns unto righteousness. —94:15

(3) The Lorp sustained him against the wicked.—94:16-19
Assurance of vengeance upon the wicked —94:20-23
* The seed of the judgment is in their sin —94:23

(2) Blessing for the earth is anticipated
— Psalm 95 — 100

‘A0 pidey ‘ozeez x0g ‘€ 1
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» A song of praise because the King is reigning, speaking of th

Millennial Kingdom.

— Compare Psalm 95:7-11 with Heb. 3:7-11; 4:3. From these pa$-
sages we can see that David wrote this Psalm. This speaks of the
unbelief of Israel when the spies went in to spy out the land.
Because of their unbelief God sentenced them to 40 years of
wandering.

— He should be praised as Saviour, v. 1; God, v. 3; King, v. 3; Creator,
vv. 4-6; and Shepherd, v. 7.
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1. A call to praise —95:1-7a
(1) The call to praise Him —95:1-2

* Notice the words: “singing,” “joyful noise,” “thanksgiving,” “make a
joyful noise unto him with psalms.”

(2) His supremacy above all —95:3-5
-1. His greatness and supremacy. —95:3
-2. His sovereign control over all things. —95:4
-3. He created and owns the sea and dry land. —95:5
(3) His position above us as His creation —95:6-7a
-1. This is a call to worship. —95:6
-2. Why worship? —95:7a
¢ For “he is our God” élohim).
« “... we are the sheep of his pasture.”

2. A warning against unbelief
¢ Harden not our heart vs.8-10; and obey to find rest —v.11.
¢ This is quoted in Heb. 3:7-11. It is a warning against unbelief for the

Christian —He has a rest for the believer (Heb. 4:9-11).
« If we will worship God as set forth in 95:1-7a WE will be able to hear God
v.7b.

“Salting the Oats”

—957b—11 Psalm ?f%_ll — How can we enter into God|s
rest?

Psalm 96 — This Psalm is a call to praise and glority
God. What reasons are given here for praising
and glorifying God?

¢ Psalm 96:

D

» David delivered | Chron. 16:8-36 into the hand of Asaph at th
time when they installed the Ark of God in the tent that David
had made. It has sections which are very similar to Psalms
105:1-15 (I Chron. 16:8-22); 96 (I Chron. 16:23-33); 106:1,
47-48 (I Chron. 16:34-36). Psalm 96 is similar to | Chron,
16:23-33. The Septuagint identifies this Psalm with the time
“when the house was being built after the captivity.”

— The LorD “cometh” —96:13. He comes to judge in righteousness

1. Israel’'s mission of Praise —96:1-3
« Threefold exhortation to sing —96:1-2

2. God’s glorious nature —He is great (v.4). —96:4-6
Mankind’s duty of praise —96:7-9
« Threefold exhortation to give —96:7-8

4. God’s righteous rule —96:10-13

« What happens when the King reigns? Society is completely safe.
* He judges righteously (v.10) and He comes to judge the earth.

Psalm 97 — How does God's reign affect nature and

e Psalm 97: :
all mankind?

1. An awesome picture of theoRD —97:1-6

« Itisrighteous and just, powerful, glorious, and it will be universal. Noticeg
the manifestations of His mighty power.

2. The effect of this on mankind —97:7-12

(1) The Idolater (confounded) —97:7
(2) Zion (rejoicing) —97:8-12

¢ Psalm 98:

» A Psalmis the only title. It speaks of being “a new song.” It is
a song of victory (v. 1) which anticipates His coming (v. 9).
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“Salting the Oats”

Psalm 98 — What does this Psalm instruct us t

include in our new song of praise to God?

Psalm 99 — List the qualities of God in this Psalmthg

cause us to give Him praise.

o

at

122
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1. Praise to the Victor —98:1-3

(1) Call to sing a new song. —98:1
¢« WHY? —98:1
— Because He hath done marvellous things.
— His right hand and holy arm has given Him the victory.
(2) More reasons to praise Him —98:2-3
* He has made known His salvation. —98:2a

* He has openly showed His righteousness in the sight of the heathen. —
98:2b
— See v. 2 in Christ. And compare | Tim. 3:16.

« He has not forgotten His people. —98:3
— He has remembered his mercy and his truth toward the house of
Israel.
— All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.

Praise to the King with music —98:4-6

(1) Call to all the earth to make vocal noise to Him. —98:4
« Make a joyful noise unto thedrpo.
* Make a loud noise.
* Rejoice and sing praise.

(2) Call to “sing” with musical instruments. —98:5-6
« With the harp and the voice of a psalm. —98:5
¢ With trumpet and sound of cornet. —98:6
« Call to “make a joyful noise before theko the King.”

The creation to praise the Judge —98:7-9
* Let the sea roar. —98:7a
— Also, “and the fulness thereof.”
« The world and its inhabitants (praising) ... —98:7b
« Let the floods clap their hands. —98:8a
¢ Let the hills be joyful together. —98:8b
— We saw this in Psalm 65:12.
* They are to rejoice before thekp. —98:9
— He will judge with righteousness and equity in that day.

¢ Psalm 99:

* Reverence toward a Holy God — It too is prophetic of the
Millennium when Christ reigns.
His “Name” is Holy —99:1:3
* He is holy in His terrible greatness. Though His greatness causes terr
there still should be praise.
(1) He reigns —99:1a
¢ Let the people tremble
(2) He sitteth between the cherubims —99:1b
 Let the earth be moved
(3) He is great in Zion —99:2
« And He is high above the people.
(4) His great and terrible Name is holy —99:3
¢ This means that it is separate from all things, above all.
“He” is Holy —99:4-5
¢ Heisholyin Hisrighteousness. His strength “loveth judgment” —strength
and justice are combined.
(1) He is just and righteous —99:4
* Notice the termsjudgment, equity, righteousness.

<]
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(2) Exalt the lorp our God, worship at His footstool —99:5 “Salting the Oats”

¢ He is holy.
3. The Lorp our God is Holy —99:6-9
« He is holy in His faithfulness to forgive.
(1) They called upon His Name. —99:6

*« He answered them.

* Moses and Aaron “among His priests” —God answered.

* Samuel “among them that call upon His Name” — He was a mighty man

of prayer —God answered him.

&N

(2) He spoke from the cloudy pillar —99:7
« They obeyed.
(3) He forgave. —99:8
» Though He took vengeance of their “inventions” (evil deeds)
(4) Exalt, worship at His holy hill (Jerusalem?) —99:9
Psalm 100 — According to Psalm 100 why shoul
» Psalm 100: we praise and worship God?

* A Psalm of praise“The Old Hundredth.” A joyful Psalm.

Some of these attitudes should characterize us as believers:

This Psalm fittingly closes the series of Millennial Psalms

which begins with Psalm 93.

1. Praise and worship theokp —100:1-3

¢ He is God.

* Notice, Lorp (Jehovah):

— “Make a joyful noise unto thedro” —100:1
— “Serve the brp with gladness: come ...” —100:2

—“... the LorDp He is God:

— it is He that hath made us, ...

— we are His people,

— and the sheep of His pasture.” —100:3

2. Praise and worship theokp —100:4-5

* He is good.

« “Enter into His gates with thanksgiving,

— and into His courts with praise:
— Be thankful unto Him,

— and bless His Name.”

« “For the Lorp is good;

— His mercy is everlasting;

— and His truth endureth to all generations.” —100:5

« Notice the termsjoyful, gladness, singing, thanksgiving, praise,

bless.

(3) Blessing for the earth is enjoyed

— Psalms 101 — 106

We are still in the Numbers Section (Book 1V). The first

Psalm in this section (90) was written by Moses during the

wilderness wanderings. Numbers is the book of the wilder

ness, or earth, so the earth is central in this fourth section.

See further in these last 6 Psalms of the section.
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Ul

Psalm 101 — What principles are set forth in thi

psalm that are necessary to live a godly life?

Psalm 102:1-11 — Note the description of being

overwhelmed. Do you ever feel this way?

Psalm 102:12—-28 — Note the comfort God gives.

How do you receive this comfort?

Psalm 103 — This is a psalm of instruction to bless

[i.e. praise, worship] the@rD. How and for

what are we to bless theRD?

Psalms

¢ Psalm 101:

» A Psalm of DavidA Royal Code of Ethics of King David for
himself.

1. Personal principles —101:1-4

¢ Sing —101:1
* Behave —101:2a
* Walk —101:2b
¢ Set before eyes —101:3
No wicked thing set before his eyes.
* No froward heart — 101:4a
« “| will not know a wicked person —101:4b

2. Official principles —101:5-8

* No Slander —101:5a

* No High look —101:5b

* No Proud heart —101:5c

« Faithful —101:6a

* Walk in a perfect way —101:6b

* No working deceit —101:7a

* No telling lies —101:7b

* No wicked (they will be cut off) —101:8
— Whom would he choose? —101:6

— Whom did he outlaw? —101:4-5, 7-8

¢ Psalm 102:

» A Prayer of the afflicted when he is overwhelmed, and poureth

out his complaint before theokp. He is lonely and afflicted.
A Messianic Psalm. It is a prophecy in which Christ speaks.
We'll see.

1. Sorrow (Crying) —102:1-11
* He prays to God in His distress. This is the complaint of the Man of
Sorrows.
» Notice the description of His sorrows.
2. Sunlight (Comfort) —102:12-28 ® 5
(1) His confidence in God —102:12-22 $ 2
* Notice “Zion” in these verses —102:12-21 >:<J §
¢ With v. 19 compare Heb. 8:1-5; 9:1-3. ! m
¢ Consider 102:21-22 in light of the Millennium. -; =3
» God is eternal. Man is subject to the frailties of this world. B8
(2) His prayer concerning the brevity of his life -102:23-24 5 §
» Is this the Messiah praying? See the answer below. 2
(3) The unchangeableness of God —102:25-28 g §
+ Verses 25-27 are quoted in Heb. 1:10-12 with reference to Christy §
What about the brevity of life (vv. 23-24)? § @
e Psalm 103:

124

» A Psalm of Davidlf you really want to praise thedrp for His
greatness, goodness and mercy, quote Psalm 103. It lifts the
soul to God. It is a Psalm of praise for lovingkindness and
tender mercies.
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— This Psalm shows God’s relation to history. Psalm 104 emphasizgs

His relationship to creation. Here we see His wisdom and mercy t
men. Psalm 104 show His wisdom and mercy in the creation.

* He blesses thedro:
1. Purpose of soul to bless Him

adoration Let's see how in the following verses:

2. For personal blessings

crowneth, satisfieth.

3. For blessings on others
(1) He executes righteousness and judgment
« By “judgment” is meant “justice.”
« He does this for the oppressed.

(2) An important note of history with a personal application for us

today:
+ He made known His ways unto Moses.

— Exod. 33:12-17
(1) Israel had sinned with the golden calf

—103:1-2

« “Bless,” Heb., “kneel in adoration” —His soul kneels before thed.in

—103:3-5

« Take note of the verbs in these versisgiveth, healeth, redeemeth,

—103:6-7
— 103:6

o

“Salting the Oats”

(2) Moses was told that theokp would no go up in their midst (v.
3

(3) Moses pitched the tent without (outside) the camp (v. 7)
(4) Now Moses is inquiring (33:12-17)

— Notice the meekness in his prayer: “... show me now thy way

.7 (v. 13). “Way” = acourseof life or modeof action.

— Psalm 25:8-9 — to know His way ...
(1) Know you are a sinner (v. 8) see v. 7

(2) Be meek (v. 9) [“meek” = abased, lowly, humble. Not weak!]
— Num. 12:3 speaks of Moses’ meekness, “... above all the men who

were upon the face of the earth.

* The Lorp showed Moses the “ways” of His dealings with Israel.

Moses recorded that.
¢ All that Israel saw was His outwagtts

— He made known His acts unto the children of Israel
¢ See Psalm 95:10
¢ Deut. 11:3-8 — They saw His acts:
(1) In Egypt —v. 3
(2) toward Pharaoh —v. 3
(3) to Pharaoh’s land —v. 3
(4) to Pharaoh’s army —v. 4
(5) in the wilderness —v. 5
(6) to Dathan and Abiram —v. 6
—v. 7, Cf. Ps. 78:11.

— Ps.106:2 —There is much reason to praise Him for His works — His

ACTS!

— Ps. 105:1 —(“deeds”) As Israel was to make them so must we. (Cf.

Ps. 145:5, 6, 12)

* There are very few Christians who “see” more than the acts
(deeds) of GodBut there are reasons behind His acts — there

are “ways.”

— God’s ways in our lives today:
* Rom. 8:28-29
| Pet. 4:12-14
o | Pet. 1:3-7 (espec. v. 7)
« Heb. 12:5-15 (“chastening” = “child training”)
eIl Cor. 12:7-9
* Eph. 3:10
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— Moses: Ex. 24:2—4; Num. 12:6-8; Deut. 34:10; see John 5:45-47

“Salting the Oats” (Moses wrote of Christ); Acts 7:44 and Heb. 8:5 (Mosaw the
“plan”). Remember Ps. 25:9.
4. For His mercy —103:8-12

« Verses 10-14 give a series of metaphors. Two very important ones:
— How great His mercy, how high? —v. 11

—How far our sins removed? —v. 12. (Who can measure from east to west?

We can measure north to south.)

5. For His pity upon frail man —103:13-18
* A comparison of His mercies with our brief life —vv. 15-17.
6. A call to all to praise Him —103:19-22

(1) His throne is in the heavens, He rules over all —103:19
« When will this be fully realized, along with the full blessings of the

entire Psalm?

(2) His angels to praise Him —103:20

* They excel in strength.

¢ They do His commandments.

(3) His hosts to praise Him —103:21

¢ These hosts are “ministers.”

¢ They do His pleasure.

(4) His works (creation) to praise Him —103:22

— You may have noticed that there is not one petition in this Psalm. It is all

praise. Oh! That we would learn to praise in this way. Not that there is

anything wrong with asking God for things. We honor Him when we do. But
we must learn to spend special times with Him when we do nothing but

praise Him.

Psalm 104 — How does God show His wisdom, |, oo 104

NJ

mercy, and majesty (i.e. His deity) in this psalm

 This is a hymn of praise to God with the emphasis on His great

creation. Here we see His wisdom and mercy in the creation.

See v. 24.

1. Blessing to the Creator —104:1-4

« Begin with the greatness of the creator. He is “very great.” Men begin and

end with the creation and become idolators —Cf. Rom. 1:25. See Rom.
1:18-20 and Ps. 19:1-6.

« Verse 4 is quoted in Heb. 1:7. It speaks of the work of His angels.

2. His creation —104:5-26

(1) The earth’s foundations —104:5

* See Job 38:4

(2) The waters (“deep”) —104:6-13
* See Gen. 1:2, 6 —"deep” — Also Ps. 33:7

¢ The “bound” —See Job 38:8-11

¢ Why the springs? —104:11-12

(3) Flora —104:14-17

T0..S as ‘AuD pidey ‘ozee xod ‘€ 1

* Notice the purpose for each plant.

(4) Hills —104:18

* He even has a purpose for the high hills and the rocks.

(5) Moon and sun —104:19-23

« Again, there is a purpose for these heavenly bodies.
¢ The key verse —104:24

¢ The wisdom of His creation — The earth is full of His riches.

(6) The sea —104:25-26
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3. He watches over His creation —104:27-32
4. The psalmist’'s purpose to praise —104:33

» Psalms 105 and 106 form a pair. Both are historical, and th

are related. Both speak of God and Israel:
—Ps. 105: How God treated Israel — GOD’'S GRACE
—Ps. 106: How Israel teated God — ISRAEL’'S DISGRACE

* Notice how often the pronoun “he” is repeated—referring tc

God.

¢ Psalm 105:

» God'’s faithfulness to Israel and His pow€&mod’'s Grace is

Raising Godly Generations

“Salting the Oats”

U

23

D

. A call to thanksgiving and worship —105:1-6

6. God’s power —105:26-36

7. God'’s deliverance —105:37-42

displayed in this Psalm.

—

— Note: Ps. 105:1-15 were recited by David in | Chron. 16:8-22 (n¢
exactly the same). This was the occasion of bringing the Ark up

o

Jerusalem.

— Contrast v. 8 with | Chron. 16:15. Ps. 105:8 emphasizesdkegd

faithfulness, whereas | Chron. 16:15 speaks of human faith.

Psalm 105:1-6 — How are we to worship God?

God'’s covenant —105:7-11

Psalm 105:7-15 — Why are we to worship God?

¢« Which covenant is meant? See vv. 9-12. It refers to the Abrahamic
Covenant (cf. vv. 42-45).

(0]

— God’'s works are marvelous. But His covenant promise is greater. Th

works of this Psalm center in that covenant.

God'’s protection —105:12-15

¢ Abraham (vv. 13-15), protected and shielded —with Isaac and Jacob.

— With v. 15 compare Gen. 20:7.

God'’s provision —105:16-22

Psalm 105:16—45 —In these verses how did Gg

-1. Joseph —105:16-24

demonstrate His care for His people?

« Providential famine —v. 16.

« Providential sending of Joseph —v. 17

The famine was not an accident. God used it, along with the wickedness [of

Joseph’s brothers, to move Israel into the land of Goshen where they coutd

multiply in that divinely chosen, protected place.

God'’s testings —105:23-25

-2. Israel —105:25-26
¢ Providential hatred —v. 25

¢ Providential leadership —v. 26

« Providential protection in Egypt —vv. 23-24
They were protected in Egypt until they became strong enough to destroy

P4
the idolatrous Canaanites and possess the land themselves (v. 24). But they

did not destroy them without God’s help.

¢ The troubles and oppressions of Egypt proved to be the one great factor

which drew them together and made them one.

¢ Moses and Aaron.

¢ Ps. 105:37a —God does not want any believer to have a “by-the skin-of

the-teeth” salvation. He wants every one of His children to have an

abundant entrance into His kingdom (cf. Il Pet. 1:11).
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- - - « Ps. 105:37b —For 40 years Moses was not burdened with feeble people. A
Salting the Oats miracle? Yes! Probably also, the hardships of Egypt strengthened them.

¢ For He remembered —v. 42 (vv. 42-45, because He remembered His
covenant.)

8. God’s purpose —105:43-45

« “...theyinherited the labour of the people.” —Cf. Josh. 24:13; Deut. 6:10-
11.

Psalm 106 — How does God, in this Psalm, describe ¢ Psalm 106:

man's failure and His response to it?

* This is the last Psalm in book IV, the Numbers section.

Israel’s disgrace is displayed in this Psalfsalm 105
shows Divine Favor, while Psalm 106 shows Human Failure.

— This final Psalm in the Numbers section explains Israel’s failure in
the wilderness. It spares nothing in its confession of the sinfulness

of the nation of which the psalmist was a part. This is a strong
argument for the inspiration of the Scriptures. They do not gloss

over sin.

— Yet, the Psalm begins and ends with “Praise threpl”

— Ps. 106:12-13 give the explanation of the story.

How Israel Treated God.

1. Introduction ... —106:1-6
. In Egypt ... —106:7-12
¢ Sin in Egypt (v. 7). Yet God delivered them (v. 8). Why?
3. In the wilderness ... —106:13-33

« Seevv. 12-13 together, leading out of the experiences in Egypt and into the
experiences in the wilderness.

¢ Sins in the wilderness:

(1) Murmured for food —vv. 13-15

(2) Rebelled against Moses and Aaron —v. 16

— Judgment —vv. 17-18

(3) Idolatry — the golden calf —vv. 19-23

(4) Despising the land (incident of the spies) —vv. 24-25

(5) Joining the Moabite worship —vv. 28-31
(6) Murmuring at Meribah —vv. 32-33 [Involved Moses]

¢ See Num. 25:1-13; 20:1-3, 7-12; Deut. 7:1-6; Judg. 2:2 for some of th%
experiences cited in these verses. -
4. In the land —106:34-46 ®
x
* Sins in the land: N
-1. Became mixed with the Canaanite nations —vv. 34-39 3
-2. Provoked Him with their counsel —v. 43b Pos- D
sibly in that every man was doing that which was right in his own eyes2.
(Judges). o
5. Conclusion —106:47-48 TS
(6]
3
5. Book 5 — Psalms 107 — 150 =
Corresponds with Deuteronomy
* Review:
Book | —Psalms 1— 41 (Genesis)
Book Il — Psalms 42 — 72 (Exodus)
Book Ill — Psalms 73 — 89 (Leviticus)
Book IV — Psalms 90 — 106 (Numbers)
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Psalms

» Subject:The Word of God. All of the teaching of this group

of Psalms is centered around the Word of God. It begins wit

Psalm 107: —107:20He sent His Word, and healed them,
and delivered them from their destructions.Psalm 107
recites God’s merciful deliverance of His people, just a

Deuteronomy rehearsed their history and predicted their fu

ture.
— This section ends with a doxology of praise in Psalm 150:6.

— Psalm 119 is an acrostic, it refers to the Word of God in almost

every verse. It is the longest “chapter” in the entire Bible.
— Man’s motive of obedience to God.

¢ Psalm 107:

» Two significant statements are recorded 4 times in this Psaln.

The cause of the “cry,” and the results of the “cry” in each cas

— Notice, “Then they cried unto theokp in their trouble, and He
delivered them out of their distresses.” —vv. 6, 13, 19, 28.

— Also notice, “Oh, that men would praise therb for His good-

ness, and for His wonderful works to the children of men.” —vv,

8, 15, 21, 31.
Call to praise the drD —107:1-3
2. A fourfold picture of Israel in need —107:4-32
(1) To wanderers — the dispersion —107:4-9

« Wandering and hunger —Not their fault (?) —vv. 4-5
¢ Their cry and His deliverance —v. 6
* He led them to a city of habitation. —v. 7

v “Oh that men would praise theokp for ...” —v. 8
« Distinctive provision: satisfaction, etc. —v. 9
(2) To captives — the captivity —107:10-16

¢ Darkness, death, affliction because of rebellion — Their fault —vv. 10+

12
¢ Their cry and His deliverance—v. 13
« He brought them out of darkness, etc. —v. 14

v “Oh that men would praise theokp for ...” —v. 15
« Distinctive provision —v. 16
(3) To the ill — sickness —107:17-22

« Afflicted for transgression and iniquities, they abhor meat, draw near dea

— Their fault—wvv. 17-18
¢ Their cry and His deliverance —v. 19
* He sent His Word, and healed and delivered them —v. 20
v “Oh that men would praise theokp for ...” —v. 21
« Distinctive command —v. 22
(4) To the seafarer — trouble —107:23-32

* Those who see His wonders in the sea, in ships — Not their fault —vv.

23-27
* Their cry and His deliverance —v. 28

* He quiets the storm and brings them to their desired haven —vv. 29=

30
V “Oh that men would praise the LORD for ...” —v. 31
« Distinctive command —v. 32

3. His providence, blessing and chastising —107:33—-42

Raising Godly Generations

>

“Salting the Oats”

a)

.

Psalm 107:1-3 - Whatare God's people calledtod

Psalm 107:4-32 - Why are God's people called

[0

give thanks ? What four fold picture of our nee

is given here?

Psalm 107:33—43 — What does our thanks givin

affirm?
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“Salting the Oats” (1) Fruitfulness turned to barrenness —107:33-34
afting the Lats * V. 34, cf. Gen. 13:10 and 19:24-25
(2) Barrenness turned back to fruitfulness —107:35-38
(3) Blessings and chastisements —107:39-42
4. His admonition to the wise —107:43

Psalm 108:1-5 — How does God instruct us to « Psalm 108:

praise Him in these verses?

* A Song or Psalm of David.

— Two ways of giving praise, vv. 1-3. Whom we see foreshadowed

in the last part of v. 8.

1. Praise to God for His mercy —108:1-5

« This section is virtually identical with Psalm 57:7-11

(1) “My heart is fixed” —purpose —v. 1
« “l will sing and give praiseeven with my gloryDavid, speaking of

the weight of his honor and glory.

(2) Two ways of giving praise —108:1-2
« Singing
« Musical instruments
(3) Why praise Him? —108:4
(4) The refrain (chorus) —108:5
« Cf. Rev. 5:13
Psalm 108:6—-13 — How does God teach us to pray 2. Pet'|t|on '_[0 (.;Oq for d.ellvc'erance —108:6-13
for deliverance in these verses? * This se_ctlon .|s. virtually identical to Psalm 60:5-12
(1) Their petition —108:6
(2) God’s promise —108:7-9
* What God said he would do:
-1. Rejoice

-2. Divide She’chem

-3. Mete (or measure) out the valley of Succoth

— “Divide,” “mete,” signifies possession.

— Ephraim — military power —Deut. 33:17 —v. 8

Notice his statement about Moab, Edom, and Philistia, the nations that

were causing the trouble (Ps. 108:9) —See Il Sam. 8 and | Chron. 18.

¢ Moab — His washpot —v. 9a
« Edom — His slave to clean his shoes —v. 9b

¢ Philistia — triumphed over —v. 9¢

(3) David’s petition —108:11-13

« His prayer before going into battle.

¢ Godhadcast them off —cf. v. 10 and v. 1.

Psalm 109 — How can we follow the pattern of this ~ * Psalm 109:

psalm when we have been evily spoken against?

» A Psalm of Davidlt is an imprecatory Psalm, or cry to God to
avenge. Psalm 109 has been called “The Judas Psalm.”

T0..S as ‘AuD pidey ‘ozee xod ‘€ 1

1. Acry for judgment upon his adversaries —109:1-20

(1) Refers to Christ —109:1-5
¢ Matt. 26:59-61
« John 15:25

(2) Refers to Judas —109:6-20

¢ Acts 1:16-20 (109:8, cf. Acts 1:20)

¢ Psalm 41:9 — John 13:18
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2. A petition for deliverance —109:21-25
¢ The Suffering of the Saviour —109:25, cf. Matt. 27:39

3. A prayer: help himshame his adversaries —109:26—-29
4. He purposes to praise therb —109:30-31

“Salting the Oats”

* Psalm 110: Psalm 110 — How is the Messiah - The Lord Jeslis
Christ - revealed in this Psalm?

» A Psalm of DavidThis is another Messianic Psalm, speaking
of the King — Priest. The crowning evidence that this is
Messianic Psalm is seen in Matt. 22:41-45 (Mark. 12:35-3]
Luke 20:41-44). Facts made known by the Lord in thes
passages are:

(1) The Psalm was written by David (seen also in the title).

(2) It was given to him by the Spirit of God — therefore, inspire
revelation.

(3) It is a prophetic Psalm referring to Himself.
(4) Christ is both David’Son and David’'s Lord — the God-man.

pin)

[

1. He is seen as King —110:1-3
« This verse affirms the Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ.
« It speaks of Higpresentposition (right now).

« It is quoted in the New Testament in a number of places, as follows:

— Mentioned and explained by the Lord in Matt. 22:41-45; Mark 12:35+
37: Luke 20:41-44

— Mentioned by Peter in Acts 2:34-35
— Referred to in | Cor. 15:25.
— Mentioned and developed by Paul in Hebrews 1:13; 10:12-13, as he
expounds Christ’s present High priestly position and ministry.
« V. 2 refers to HidMillennial position and power.

¢ V. 3 shows how the people will voluntarily come to Him during the
Millennium .

2. He is seen as eternal Priest —110:4
« This verse affirms Christ’s position as the eternal Priest.
« It too is quoted in the New Testament.

— It is mentioned and developed by Paul in Hebrews from 5:6 throug
chapter 7, with a parenthesis speaking of and explaining their lack ¢
understanding. See 5:6, 10; 6:20; and 7:21-22.

— See Gen. 14:18-20.

3. He is seen as Conqueror —110:5-7
« This will be fulfilled atArmageddon —Rev. 19:11-21.

ST

o

» Psalm 111: Psalm 111 — What words are used to praise Gg
His works and His words?

» A Psalm of praise for His mighty works and His Word.

— A perfect acrostic Psalm consisting in the Hebrew of 22 lines, each
beginning with asuccessive letter of the Hebrew alphabet.

Call to Praise Him —111:1
Praise for His works and Words —111:2-9
(1) Praise for His works —111:2-6
* Notice how His works are described: “great,” “honourable,” “glori-
ous” —
(2) Praise for his Words —111:7-9
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Psalm 112 — How does God describe the blessing

of those that fear thedrD?

Psalm 113— What reasons are given here for pra

ing our Lorp?

Psalms

¢ His Words are His works — notice “covenant,” “commandments” in
these verses.

¢ He is thereal “reverend.”

3. The fear of the drD —111:10

* The fear of the brp is described in Proverbs 1:7.

Psalm 112:

» Another perfect acrostic Psalm. A portrait of a Christian. This
is a companion of the previous Psalm, being an exposition of
its last verse. Compare Psalm 111:10 with Psalm 112:1. Notice
what this Psalm says first of all about the fear of ther:

(1) “Blessed is the man that feareth therb” —v. 1b
(2) This equated with: “delighteth greatly in His commandments” —
v. 1c
(3) The verses which follow describe the man —vv. 2-3
 Also notice what this Psalm says about righteousness:

(1) “His righteousness endureth for ever” —v. 3

« This is not the righteousness of God, but of His justified one, the
believer.
« And it refers to the man who fears therb.

(2) “The righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance” —v. 6
(3) Again, “his righteousness endureth for ever” —v. 9

1. Blessings on the man that feareth thaih. —112:1a-b
2. His blessings and personal character described —112:1¢c-9

* He delights in the &ro's commandments —v. 1c

¢ He is “upright.” —v. 4a

¢ Heis a “good man.” —vv. 5, 9

¢ He is “the righteous.” —v. 6

« He shall not be moved, for his heart is fixed —vv. 6a, 7-8

3. How his blessedness affects the wicked —112:10

S- « Psalm 113:

* Note: Psalms 113-118 are called the “Egyptian Hallel.”
— At the Passover, these were divided into 2 parts:
(1) Psalms 113 — 114 — Sung before the meal
(2) Psalms 115 — 118 — Sung after the meal

— These may have been sung at the Lord’s Supper. See Mark 14:

* Praise théNameof the LORD. Praise for the condescension of
God (vv. 6-9).

10225 @S ‘A0 pidey ‘a8z xog ‘g
S821N0SaY [euoiedINp3 laauold @

Hallel.” See Psalm 136 for “thr greater Hallel.”
—See 113:1 for the addressees: “ye servants ofdhke.L

1. Call for praise to the @rD —113:1-3
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« Call to praise the dro —113:1
— Just saying, “Praise theokp” is not praising the Lord. Whenever the
Scriptures (particularly the Psalms) say that, they are calling on others
to praise Him. Verses 4-9 give therdsof praise.
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¢ Duration of the blessing of His Name —113:2 - - N
— From now and for evermore Salting the Oats

« Extent of the blessing of His Name —113:3
— From eastirising of the sun,”to west,“going down of the same.”

2. His exalted position —113:4-6
(1) High above all nations —113:4a
(2) His glory is above the heavens —113:4b
(3) He dwells on high, who is like Him? —113:5-6
* He must lower (“humbleth”) Himself to behold the things that are on
earth. —113:6
3. He lifts up the lowly. —113:7-9
« How far down must He stoop to lift up the most humble on the earth. Ct
Phil. 2:5-8.
(1) He lifts up the poor and the needy. —113:7

* He raises the poor out of the dust.
* He lifts the needy out of the dunghill (referring to the garbage dump)

(2) How high does He lift them? —113:8
* Notice that He elevates those whom He lifts up —v. 8.
« He sets them with the princes of His people.

(3) His favor to the barren woman —113:9
* He makes the barren woman to keep house ...

* He makes her to be a joyful mother of children.

— Consider Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel, Samson’s mother, and Hannah
All of these became joyful mothers.

. Psalm 114: Psalm 114 — How does God's work in the Exoduis
inspire us to praise Him?

* Praise in memory of the exodus from Egypt, called “The Song
of the Exodus.” Much is told in few words, for here is a
summary statement of the entire exodus experience. Psalm
114 is where poetry reaches its climax. All the forces of natuf
are moved in behalf of God’s people.

D

1. He states the facts of the exodus —114:1-4

(1) Departure of Israel from Egypt —Power —114:1
« Israel (Jacob), a slave nation, came out of Egypt.
¢ They came out with the power of thero.

(2) Dominion of God —114:2
-1. Judah was His sanctuary (sacred place), suggesting their holy
position before a holy God.
— Why Judah? See Genesis 49:10.
— The Tabernacle was with them.
— Later came the Temple.
— Later yet the Saviour (see John 2:19-22) came of Judah.
-2. lIsrael was His dominion —cf. Ex. 19:6, “a kingdom of priests.”
— But, in a short while, Christ will reign.

(3) Deliverance (we see personification here)  —114:3-4
-1. The Red Sea —114:3a

¢ Thesea saw-[no pun], and it fled.
— This speaks of the parting of the sea and their crossing (Exod.
14).
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- " - « What did the sea see? It saw Judah as sanctuary and Israel as His
Salting the Oats dominion.

-2. The Jordan was driven back —

* The Ark of the Covenant entered the river (at flood) drvethe
water back.

-3. The mountains skipped like rams —earthquakes.

« See Joshua where earthquakes took place.

« The little hills (skipped) like lambs.

2. He questions the sea and the mountains —114:5-6
(1) He questions the Red Sea: “What ailed thee”? —114:5a
(2) He questions Jordan —114:5b
« The implication here, “What ailed thee"?

(3) He questions the mountains —114:6a
« The same implication is here.

(4) He also questions the hills —114:6b

¢ Again, this has the same implication.

* The answer to these questions isin v. 7.

3. He exhorts the earth to tremble —114:7-8

« Earth is to tremble at the presence of thd.

« Why did these do what they did? It was because of the presence of the Lord
(Adonai),the God of Jacolilhey were in awe of Him!

* What else did He do? He brought forth a fountain of water from the Rock

(see Ex. 17:6; Num. 20:11; and Cf. | Cor. 10:4).

All of Psalm 114 centers around the presence of the Lord, the fact that Judah

was His sanctuary, and Israel was His dominion. It was no mere nation among
nations which went forth from Egypt, it was a special nation. No other nation

on earth will ever hold such a positidbo we dare envy theni®o! See the

LoRrD's IMMUTABLE promise concerning Israel (His people) in Jeremiah

31:35-37 and 33:20-22.

Psalm 115 — What convincing reasons are given * Psalm 115:

— >
here for praising God alone? * Praise and glory to thedrp alone. None else is worthy.

1. A contrast of power —115:1-8 -
(1) A call to glorify His name —115:1 @

« The reason for giving glory to His Name. —115:1 g

(2) Where God is? —115:2-3 §

-1. The challenge by the heathen —115:2 2

*« Why (“wherefore”) should they ask, “Where is now their God?” _g;?

P!

* When the unsaved ask that question of a Church, isn't it becaus

that Church has lost its power and communion with Him?

-2. Answer to the challenge of the heathen —115:3

¢ Our God is in the heaventhgir idols were on earth

« He has done whatever He pleas#te{r idols were powerle3s

T0..S as ‘Ao

(3) Contrast their idols (a satire) —115:4-8

¢ This is similar to Psalm 135:15-18.

« See another satire against idols in Isa. 44:9-20

-1. Their composition —115:4a
-2. Their makers —115:4b

-3. Their lifelessness and powerlessness —115:5-7
¢ Their mouths can’t speak.
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« Their eyes can'’t see.
¢ Their ears can't hear.

“Salting the Oats”

¢ Their noses can’t smell.

¢ Their hands can’t handle.

¢ Their feet cannot walk.

¢ They cannot speak through their throat.

-4. Their makers and those who trust in them are just as powerless jas

they. —115:8

¢ This is biting sarcasm, but it is so very true.
A call to trust in the brp —115:9-11
(1) A call to each to trust in thedrp —115:9

« Why? He is their help and their shield.

(2) The Lorp is a help and Shield for whom? —115:10-11

-1. “O Israel” —v. 9

-2. “O house of Aaron” —v. 10

-3. “Ye that fear the bro” —v. 11

Assurance of His blessing —115:12-16

« We keep on contrasting Him with the idols of vv. 4-8.

(1) The Lorp has been mindful, He will bless. —115:12-13

-1. He will bless the house of Israel. —115:12b

-2. He will bless the house of Aaron (priesthood). —115:12c¢

-3. He will bless them that fear theokn. —115:13

¢ This includes both small and great (the poorest to the king).

(2) He shall increase them more and more. —115:14

¢ They and their children shall be increased by Him.

* Does this refer to childbearing and increase in families? Certainly.
That is a blessing of theokp.

(3) The are blessed of the Creator. —115:15

* He made heaven and earth, bweymade their helpless idols.

« He can do all things, they and their idols are helpless.

(4) Dwelling and dominion. —115:16

-1. Dwelling of God —115:16a

* He dwells in the heavens, though His dominion is over all.

-2. Dwelling and dominion of man. —115:16b

¢ God gave the earth to man.

— Some took this to mean that man would never set foot on the

moon, but He did.
— Whatdoesit mean?

— Man had tatakethe moon.

— It was very difficult and costly — how long before man can

no longer afford such trips?

— Man must take a little of earth with him in order to be able to
exist any length of time on the moon.

— It is a fact that some refuse to believe that man did indeed se

—

foot on the moon and they still quote this verse as “proof.” They

consider that NASA faked it all.

im}

« God did not design the moon or the other planets to support huma

. gga gave man dominion over His created things on earth (Gen.
iiilas),o see Psalm 8:3-8 and Heb. 2:6-9.
Only the living praise thedrp —115:17-18
(1) The dead do not praise Him. —115:17
(2) Butwe (the living) will praise Him. 115:18
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“ . " » From this time forth.
Salting the Oats « For evermore.

« Then he calls on them to praise therb.
— Remember, simply saying, “Praise the Lord"niat praising the

Lord. In praising Him one attributes to Him all of His works and

blessings.

Psalm 116 — Thisis a Psalm of personal thanksgiv- « Psalm 116:

n

ing. Why, and for what are we to give thanks a

seen in this Psalm? * This is a Psalm of personal thanksgiving. It is still among the

“Hallel” Psalms, or praise Psalms (Pss. 113-118). It is known

as the “Egyptian Hallal” because of Ps. 114. Psalm 116 was

sungafter the Passover —cf. Mark 14:12-26.

— He makes some resolutions in 116:2, 9, 13, 14, 18-19.

— Two verses stand out in this Psalm: vv. 11, and v. 15. See notes on

these below.
1. Why the Psalmist loves theokp —116:1-2
(1) “I love the Lorp because ..." —116:1-2a

¢ He has heard:

— He heard his voice — refers to the mere sound of his voice.
— He heard his supplications — that would be his entreaties or

petitions to the bro.

— Because He inclined His ear to him.

(2) For that reason (“therefore”) —116:2b

* He will call on the lorp as long as he lives.

¢ SUMMARY: (1) | love Him, so I'll pray. He calls because he loves. (2) He
loves because theokp had heard.

2. His sorrow and deliverance —116:3-4
(1) His trouble and sorrow —116:3
« These were the sorrows of death, “the pains of hell.”
(2) So, he cried for deliverance. —116:4

« Because of His trouble he called upon tlrexh.
*« When do we call on God? Usually, when things are at their worst, and

there is no hope apart from Him.

py)

3. His deliverance in grace and mercy —116:5-8 $
(1) Three important things about the Lord: —116:5 %

« Gracious. righteous, merciful §

(2) He preserves the simple. —115:6 _%’?
(3) His soul can have rest because of thed’s bountiful dealings 8
with him. —116:7 =

w)

4. His purpose —116:9-11 g
(1) Where he will walk before thedrp —116:9 =

¢ It is now, in the land of the living.

¢ Consider v. 9 in light of v. 15: Living — death.

(2) Why he spoke: —116:10-11

* Because he believed he spoke.
— He was greatly afflicted.

¢ In his haste he said, “All men are liars.”
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— The Scriptures affirm this to be so (Rom. 3:13 and 3:4).

5. Showing his gratitude —116:12-19
« Notice v. 15 concerning the death of His saints:
-1. It is precious in the sight of theokp.
-2. Does the brp enjoy seeing His saints die?
-3. See the following references:
* Rev. 14:13
* Psalm 72:14 (vv. 13-14)
-4. Consider Moses’ death —Deut. 34:5-6
e Jude 9
— Why was God there?
(1. To hide Moses body so men would not worship it.
(2. Because Moses was a saint and his death was precious.
-5. Consider Stephen —Acts 7:54—-60
-6. Consider Paul
* Phil. 1:20-24
¢ Il Tim. 4:6-8 (“henceforth” v. 8) A glorious reunion. The Saviour
was awaiting Paul. His rewards would be awaiting him in heaven

“Salting the Oats”

e | Cor. 15:54-57

Psalm 117 — Why does God call us to praise Him
* Psalm 117: as seen in this Psalm?

» The shortest Psalm (and chapter) in the Bible. It is also the
middle chapter of the Bible. Verse 1 in quoted by Paul in
Romans 15:11 (read Romans 15:8-12 for context).

1. Call to praise —117:1
« To whom is this call addressed? “nations,” “all ye people”
¢ Again | point out that he isalling the nations to praise Him.

2. Cause for praise —117:2
« Why?
(1) His great “merciful kindness.” It is great.
(2) the enduring “truth of thedrp.” It endures for ever.
¢ For mercy and truth see Psalm 100:5.
— Mercy: Psalm 106:1; 107:1; 118:1-4
— Truth: Psalm 119
¢ He ends the Psalm by saying, “Praise ye theol”

¢ Psalm 118:

 Thisis the last “Hallel” Psalm. It was sung in procession to th
Temple (the rebuilt Temple —see Ezra 3:10-11). This is a
Messianic Psalm.

[¢]

Psalm 118:1-4 — According to these verses why
are we to give thanks to God?

1. God’s mercy declared —118:1-4
Notice the similarity between 118:2-4 and 115:9-11 as to those who are
being addressed.

— Ps. 115, “trust thou in thedrp: He is their help and their shield.”
— Ps. 118, “His mercy endureth for ever.”

Whom does he call upon to declare it?

(1) His general invitation to give thanks and why —118:1
— He is good.
— His mercy endureth for ever.
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Psalm 118:5-29 — How does God demonstrate His

mercy to us as His people?
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(2) Let Israel say that his mercy endureth for ever. —118:2
(3) Let the hous of Aaron proclaim it. —118:3
(4) Let them that fear thedrp say it. —118:4
God’s mercy demonstrated in His gracious dealings
—118:5-13
* Notable passages in this section:
(1) The Lord’s answer in his distress. —118:5-7

— He called, the bro answered, and “set [him] in a large place.” —

118:5
— He will not fear man because therb is on his side. Assurance is
seen in 118:6-ff.

— The Lorp takes his part, he shall therefore see his desire upon those

who hate him. —118:7
— Notice that with him are thedro andthose who help him.
— What does he desire upon those who hate him?

(2) “It is better to trust in thedrp ..."” —118:8-9
-1. ... than to put confidence in man
— Verse 8 is the middle verse of the whole Bible.
-2. ... than to put confidence in princes.
(3) He wascompassed about ... but — —118:10-12

-1. All nations compassed him about —118:10
¢ ... but “in the Name of the drp | will destroy them.”
-2. They compassed him about (repeated twice) —118:11
¢ ... but “in the Name of the drp | will destroy them.”
-3. They compassed him about like bees —118:12

¢ They are quenched as the fire of thorns. Such a fire burns very

quickly.
¢ ... for in the name of the ¢&rp | will destroy them.”

God’s mercy demonstrated in His great salvation
—118:14-29

* Notable passages in this section:

€]

e

3

~

~

What the lorp is and what He will become —118:14
-1. He is my strength

-2. Heis my song.

-3. He “is become my salvation.”

¢ “The Lorpis my strength and song, and he is become my salvation:

heismy God, and | will prepare him an habitation; my father’s God,

and | will exalt him.” —Exodus 15:2

[The song of Moses and the Children of Israel following their grea

deliverance in and through the Red Sea.]

« “Behold, Godis my salvation; | will trust, and not be afraid: for the
Loro JEHOVAH is my strength anthy song; he also is become my

salvation.” —lIsaiah 12:2

[The yet future song of Israel after their final deliverance under

Jesus the Christ (Messiah).]

Where is the voice of rejoicing and salvation? —118:15-16
¢ The theme of joy and salvation continues.
-1. Itisin the tabernacles of the rightous.
« The righteous sing and rejoice.
-2. Notice “the right hand of thedrp” —118:15b-16.
¢ It doeth valiantly. —v. 15b
« Itis exalted. —v. 16a
¢ Again, it doeth valiantly. —v. 16b

Concerning death —118:17-18
« Security, but chastening is seen in these verses.
-1. Security: “I shall not die, but live, and declare ...” —118:17

t-
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¢ Psalm 119:

» Subject:The Word of GodPsalm 119 is an acrostic, it refers

Psalms
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-2. Chastening: “The &rp hath chastened ...” —118:18
» But He did not take his life.

“Salting the Oats”

(4) Two kinds of gates (both referring to the same)—118:19-21

-1. The gates of righteousness —118:19

« He calls on the &rp to open them.
* He promises to go into them and praise thad.

-2. The gate of the Lord —118:20-21

¢ This is the gate into which the righteous shall enter. —v. 20

« He will praise the bro. Why? Two reasons. —118:21

— He heard himdnd saved him — “salvation”

— He became his salvationgon hearing him

* For an example of such a salvation see Il Chron. 20:1-30.

-1. The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in the tabernacle of the
righteous. —118:15

-2. | shall not die, but live, and declare the works of thed. —

118:17

-3. Singing and victory are seen in 118:19-24.

— With v. 21 compare vv. 1-4, His mercy endureth for ever.

(5) The Stone — Prophetic —118:22-24

¢ Matt. 21:42-44

¢ Acts 4:11 (vv. 10-12)

¢ | Peter 2:7 (vv. 6-8)
¢ See Isa. 8:14 and cf. | Pet. 2:8; Rom. 9:30-33. He is the Stone

many passages, see | Cor. 10:4 for one.

"
f

* What is the day mentioned? —118:24
— It will be the day when the rejected Stone becomes the Head of th
corner.
(6) “Save now” = “Hosanna” in Matt. 21:9. —118:25-26

« These verses were spoken by the multitudes at His Triumphal entry.

(7) The Psalm ends as it began —118:29

¢« Compare 118:1

¢ Also compare 118:4

Psalm 119 — What names are used to refer to t

he

word of God in almost every verse? Note &

many of these as you can.

to the Word of God in almost every verse. It is the longes

p=+3

“chapter” in the entire Bible.

—Notice that there are 22 sections. Each section has above it t

letter of the Hebrew alphabet which begins each of the 8 verses

n

that section. That s, each of the first 8 verses begin with Aleph, th
first letter of the Hebrew alphabet, verses 9-16 begin with Beth

the second letter, and so on. The Psalmist is telling us something

alal

about the wonderful order to be seen in God’s Word. The Word

=

God contains everything that a man needs to know — we see thi

7

truth in Psalm 119.

— Secondly, the subject of each section is mentioned in its first vers

Since the subject of this Psalm is the Word of God, list th

D

names given to represent that Word.

What are the practical benefits of the Word of God in human

experience?

Some of the outstanding verses in the Psalm:
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. -1. See verses 9, 11 concerning cleansing from sin.
“Salting the Oats” g g

-2. How only may we understand the Word? —v. 18

-3. What is according to His Word? —v. 41

-4. Our source of hope —v. 49.

-5. Reason for afflictions and their result —vv. 67, 71, 75

-6. Notice how sure and permanent it is —v. 89

-7. And what does knowledge of God’'s Word do for us and how? —
vv. 98-100

- 8. What will it do for us as we walk with the Lord —v. 105

- 9. The faithfulness of God to His Word —vv. 114, 116

-10. The value of the Word to the Psalmist —vv. 127 and 72

-11. And what do His Words give us? —v. 130

-12. What we may ask Him to do —v. 133

-13. Compare the thought of v. 152 with that of 89.

-14. Why does he love the Word? —v. 140

-15. “Prevent” means to anticipate look forward. What does he do? —

vv. 147-148

-16. “Quicken” means to make alive, or to give new life, or to revive.

Source of revival? —vv. 154, 156, 159

-17. More characteristics of the Word —v. 160

-18. Answer the persecution —v. 161

-19. How many times does he praise, and why? —v. 164

-20. Source of peace —v. 165

* And many more special verses. This is a Psalm which will furnish

food for thought day after day, and each time you come to it you

will find something new and fresh.

» Psalms 120 — 134 are call&bngs of degreeShe word

translated “degrees” is used in the Scriptures variously of

steps or stairs, the “way up” to the throne, the city walls, etc?

This word speaks of ascents, or steps or stairs, the “way upg' 0

It is suggested that this was a series of Psalms to be sung as #hg

Israelites “went up” to Jerusalem, sung by the people Nﬁ
different stages of their journey. See Ps. 122 as an exampt%.g
They also may have been sung as the people returned frc@n%
Babylonian captivity, see Psalm 126 where it speaks of thisp 8
— We rise higher and higher as we read through these Psalms. Irf,,arm;kj

prophetic sense they give the steps from trial and suffering to thg %

glory which will follow. 318

o
— There are a number of varying ideas as to the uses of these Psalifis:

One is that they were sung as the Levites ascended the fifteen steps
between the court of women and the court of the Israelites.* Some

also hold that “degrees” refers to the ascending literary structure
within the individual psalms, or with the increasing elevation of

voice in which they were sung. Another view is that they were sung

by pilgrims on the ascending march from the Babylonian captivity

to Mount Zion on which Jerusalem is located.
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*The common opinion of the Jews, which is also embraced by mafy - - N
Christians, is that these are the songs sung by the Levites, on the fifteen Salting the Oats

steps, by which they went up from the court of the women to the court of the

Israelites, or came down them; and on each step sung one of these psalms.

(Adapted from Gill) This is also the view which Charles Haddon Spurgeon
held.

— Of the fifteen short Psalms, or “Songs of degrees,” five wer

5 P

written by David (Psalms 122, 124, 127, 131, 133). The other t
are anonymous. There is an order in the messages of these Psalms

Psalm 120 is a cry for salvation, as we shall see.

Psalm 120 — What vital instruction does God giv

1%

* Psalm 120: us in this Psalm for our times of distress?

» The first of the Songs of Degrees.

— The cry of the Psalmist for salvation:

1. He cries for deliverance —120:1-2
(1) His cry in his distress —120:1
(2) The cause of his distress — the tongue —120:2

* He was not being threatened by death or by armies.

¢ It was the tongue —120:2

— This is probably the worst weapon that can be used against us.

— See Psalm 35:11; 52:2-4.

2. He cries for retribution —120:3-4
(1) What shall be done against this weapon? —120:3
(2) Answer — the solution: —120:4

* The Mighty’s (God’s) sharp arrows

« And long-burning coals

3. His woes — desire for peace —120:5-7

(1) His woe because of his sojourn —120:5

* Meshech was inAsia Minor, the area of modern Turkey. See Ezek. 38}2

for the future involvement of Mechech in the invasion from the north,
« Kedar is in north Arabia. See the “burden upon Arabia” (Isa. 21:13

16-17). Kedar is mentioned in 21:16-17. By “burden” is meant &

message of judgment.

(2) The kind of people among whom he sojourned —120:6

¢ His soul has long dwelt among him who hated peace.

« “And the way of peace have they not known.” —Rom. 3:17

(3) He is for peace but they are for war. —120:7

Psalm 121 — What is true about God and His he

* Psalm 121: which He promises in this Psalm?

» The secon®ong of degrees

— The Psalmist speaks of assurance of salvation:

1. Help comes from thedrp —121:1-3a

(1) This could be thought of in four different ways:

-1. He looked to the hills as a menace.

-2. He looked to the hills as a place of refuge.

-3. Or, since the Hebrew was not punctuat&hdll | lift up mine eyes

unto the hills? From whence cometh my help? My help cometh from

141



Raising Godly Generations

“Salting the Oats”

Psalm 122 — Today the "house of the Lord" picture

the very presence of God. What encourage

ment does God give us here about coming int

His presence?

2. The Keeper of Israel —121:3b-4
(1) He is the Keeper of Isreal —121:3b—4a
« Contr. | Kings 18:27.
(2) He is always alert —121:4b
3. He is their Protector —121:5-6
(1) He is their keeper —121:5a
* Notice thistermin 121:3, 4, &eepeth, keepeand 7, &hall preserve
thee.
(2) He is the shade —121:5b-6
« Remember the cloud and fire (Shekinah Glofyy.(13:21-22; Num.
9:15-23).
¢ His “shadow” is for those who dwell “in the secret place of the most High.”
—Psalms 91:1
4. He is the Preserver —121:7-8
(1) He preserves —121:7
* Preserves from all evil.
* He preserves the soul.
(2) What He preserves —121:8
¢ Thy “going out and thy coming in” meaeserythingthat you do. All
the time, and in every circumstance.
« How long? From now and for evermore.
s ¢ Psalm 122:

\3°2
]

[=]
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the Lorp, which made heaven and earth.”
¢ One thing we know is that the Bible does not contradict itself.
-4. Did he look to the hills (idols) for salvation?
¢ “Truly in vain is salvation hoped for from the hills, and from the
multitude of mountains: truly in thedrp our God is the salvation
of Israel.” —Jeremiah 3:23

(2) His help comes from thedep —121:2-3a
-1. His help is from the Creator of heaven and earth. —12:2

« Not from the hills, but from the Creator of the hills. See Ps. 90:2.

Also see this thought in Psalm 124:8.
-2. He will not allow his foot to be moved. —121:3a

» The thirdSong of degrees

— This Psalm anticipates the journey to the “house of tvel”
and the joy of that anticipation.

His joy at the anticipation —122:1
* There is joy in His presence.

The entrance into the holy city —122:2-3

« Their feet would stand within the city of Jerusalem (i.e. in His presence)—

122:2
Notice the description of the city of Jerusalem —122:3.
— We can enter into His presence through Christ.

The tribes go up to Jerusalem —122:4-5
« To give thanks unto the Name of thedp —122:4
— They go up unto the Ark of the Testimony.
« There is thanksgiving and judgment in His presence.
* They go up to be judged. Notice the thrones —122:5

as ‘Auo pidey ‘0zez xog ‘€ 1o
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4. The concern for the peace of Jerusalem —122:6-9
¢ What instruction do they have in 122:6?
— How does the statement of 122:6 apply to us today?
— Consider this in light of Genesis 12:3.
* He is concerned for peace and prosperity. —122:7
« For whose sake he seeks the good of Jerusalem —122:8-9.
— There is peaceand prosperity only in His presence.
— We seek the good of others because of being in God’s presence.

¢ Psalm 123:

* This is the fourtiSong of degrees

— We are climbing the stairway from despair (Ps. 120), to lifting ou

eyes to the brp (Ps. 121), talelight in the house of theokp (Ps.
122), to this Psalm (123) where we look to tlerh Himself. The
Psalmist cries for mercy.

* Ps. 123 may be compared with Heb. 4:16.

— “Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obta

mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.”

1. He looks to the &rb his God —123:1-2
¢ Contrast Psalm 123:1 with 121:1.
¢ He here looks to the One who dwells in the heavens —123:1

* He compares that with the way servants look to their masters —123:2

2. His cry for mercy —123:3-4
* He appeals for mercy upon them. —123:3
— They are filled with comtempt exceedingly.

4

¢ Psalm 124:

* The fifth Song of degree#ét speaks of the drp being on their

side. He was their help to deliver them. We too can claim th

help, for we are His children.

1. What would have happened if thedp had not been on their

side —124:1-5
(1) “If it had not been thedrp who was on our side” —124:1-2

(2) What would have happened to them —124:3-5

¢ They had been swallowed up —124:3.
¢ The waters would had overwhelmed them —124:4-5.

* And, if the Lord were not oour side?

2. The Lorp is blessed for delivering them  —124:6-7

¢ There are the teeth of wild beasts —v. 6.
¢ There is the snare which is broken —v. 7.

3. Where is their help? In the Name of therb —124:8

¢ Who helps us? He, “Thedro who made heaven and earth.”
¢ Compare Psalm. 121:2.

Raising Godly Generations

“Salting the Oats”

Psalm 123 — How does this plea for God's merg

apply to our lives today?

=}

They are filled withcontempt and scorning from those that are at ease. —123:

Psalm 124 — What significance do we see here

of

God's help for us?
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“Salting the Oats”

Psalm 125 — In this Psalm how does God describe

those who trust in Him?

Psalm 126 — This Psalm describes the restoration

of God's people from captivity. Note the key

factors of this description.

How does this apply to God's people being deliv-

ered from bondage today?

Psalms

¢ Psalm 125:

* This is the sixti5ong of degrees
— Psalm 125 speaks of the stability and security of those who trustin

the Lorp (v. 1). They have His encompassing protection (v. 2), He
is “round about his people.”

1. The blessings of those who trust in Him  —125:1-3
(1) Security and stability —125:1
¢ Those who trust in Him are compared to mount Zion wisifnotbe
removed.
(2) Protection of those who trust in Him —125:2
« Again the psalmist compares those who trust Him as Zion. Bhe L
surrounds them just as the mountains surround Zion.
(3) He protects them from the “rod of the wicked.” —125:3
¢ The “lot” represents their land.
¢ The “rod” is the mark of authority.
* Thusthe rod (authority) of the wicked shall not resta) upon the
land of the righteous.
* Why is this so? “Lest the righteous put forth their hands unto iniquity.”
2. His petition to the brp —125:4
« Thatthe lorowould do good to the the good, those who are upright in their
hearts.
3. He will mete justice —125:5
(1) He will judge the wicked —125:5a
* He calls these “such as turn aside unto their crooked ways.”
¢ He shall lead them forth with the workers of iniquity (judgment).
(2) Peace shall be upon Israel —125:5b
« This implies that Israel is considered righteous.
¢ Psalm 126:

144

* Now, the seventlsong of degrees

— It speaks of restoration, theko turned the captivity of Zion (v.
1). They remember thedrp’s past blessings.

The deliverance seemed too good to be true —126:1

« “... we were like them that dream.” It was like a dream to them whendke L
turned their captivity. They could not believe it.
— Remember Peter in Acts 12:8-9, 117?

The results of that deliverance —126:2
(1) They rejoiced.

* Their mouths were filled with laughter.

* Their tongues were filled with singing.
(2) The heathen recognized theAp’s goodness to them.

« The heathen recognized that it was tkehwho had done great things
for them.

T0..S as ‘AuD pidey ‘ozee xod ‘€ 1

Their testimony to His goodness —126:3
« Testimony that the &rp had donggreatthings for them.
« They rejoiced (were glad) because of those great things.

— Who has not at some time said this? But who has not grown careless,
thoughtless and unthankful? Unthankfulness is one of the great sins of
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mankind and especially a prevailing sin of latter days. -
“Salting the Oats”

4. Their continued prayer —126:4

¢ They continue to pray for Him to turn again their captivity.
* The first turning was the from Babylonian captivity. When He turns again|

it will be thefinal restorationfollowed by the “time of Jacob’s trouble”

(Jer. 30:7).

5. Sowing in tears and reaping with joy —126:5-6
(1) There is compassion — concern for the lost

¢ We need Paul’'s compassion (Rom. 9:1-3) or the compassion of Christ
(Matt. 23:37; Luke 13:34-35).

(2) There is precious seed

« It will spring up into everlasting life (Matt. 13:1-8; Luke 8:11; | Pet.
1:23).

(3) There is then the joyous return with fruit!

e Psalm 127:

» The Lorp, Israel’s Builder and Keeper, also children are the
Lorp’s heritage.

— Thisis the eighth Song of Degrees, is catke&ong of degrees for
Solomon.”Notice the progression so far in these songs.

Psalm 127:1-2 - What makes man's efforts usele
1. All man’s efforts are useless (vain) —127:1-2 and vain?
(1) The effort to build without thedrp is vain —127:1a
¢ To build a house, a city, afamily, a Church, or whatever else, God must
build it if it is to be built!
(2) The effort to watch (guard) without theko —127:1b
(3) To work long days —127:2
« Towork long days (rising early, sitting up late) [working or worrying?]
« To eat the bread or sorrows — to suffer for a cause.

« Sleep is a gift from God. We rest in His care, knowing that whethe
building or watching, He is doing it all. See Phil. 4:6-7.

2. Children are “an heritage of thedo” _127:3-5 Psalm 127:3-5 - What blessings of children ar

i ?
(1) Children are the inheritance of thedp —127:3a given here-
« “heritage” = inheritance. (1) all things belong to their Creator; (2) He
gives certain of those things to whom-ever He will, and (3) they are

then a permanent possession. So it is with our children.
(2) The fruit of the womb is His reward —127:3b

« “reward” =paymenbf a contract; concsalary...; by impl.compensation,
benefit:—Strong). The basic idea is that of engaging the services of another
in return for pay.

¢ Thus we understand the idea of “reward” herhiees or wages
(3) They are like arrows in the hand of a mighty man —127:4-5
* Arrows are weapons. —Vv. 4
— Notice how they are used in v. 5b.
¢ The man who has his quiver full of them is happy —v. 5a.
— Why?
* “They shall speak with the enemies in the gate.” —v. 5b.
— The gate was the place of judgment, of settling disputes. The eldefs
sat in the gate.
— The children would defend their father before the elders.
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. e Psalm 128:
“Salting the Oats”

Psalm 128:1&4 — Here God gives the secret of * The ninthSong of degrees.

sucess in the home and in all of life. What s it? — How to have blessing upon the home.

— How those blessings extend to the community.

1. The secret of success in the home —128:1-4

(1) What is this secret? —128:1

« “... feareth the brp” — fear, See Prov. 1:7; 2:5.
« “walketh in His ways.” —walking in Hisvays has to do with obedience

to His will, doing what He says.

(2) The blessings —128:2-3

-1. Eating of the labor of your hands — that not being taken by others,

or your life preserved to so eat —v. 2.

-2. Being happy

-3. “it shall be well with thee.”

-4. Thy wife shall be a fruitful vine by the sides of thine house —
contrast Prov. 7:11 —v. 3.

-5. Thy children (shall be) like olive plants round about thy table.

(3) Emphasizing the reason for the blessing —128:4

Psalm 128:2—6 — What blessings of those who fear

the LORD are given in this Psalm? 2. The future of the blessed person —128:5-6

(1) Further blessings, but having to do more with the future:

-1. The blessing will come from Zion-128:5a

-2. He would see the good of Jerusalem all the days of his life —

128:5b

-3. He would live a long life — long enough to see his grandchildren —
128:6a

-4. He would see peace upon Israel —128:6b

(2) This is a list of promises.

« These are for the one who fears therb and obeys Him.

¢« Amen, and Amen! What a list!

(3) “A Marriage Song” (Luther) — Note his outline:

-1. The description of the happy family life —128:1-4

-2. The invocation of the &rD's blessing —128:5-6

Psalm 129 — What truths about afflictions do we  « Psalm 129:

learn from this Psalm? 2
* A Song of degreehis is the tenth. @

— This Psalm presents a plea of the persecuted. Notice again t%e

progression. This plea is based upon their thankfulness for God's

preservation through affliction. ‘z

* Psalm 129: The &rp is their Preserver. '%’_.

* Psalm 130: The &rp is their Redeemer. 2

¢ Psalm 131: The &ro is their Hope. ?3

1. Their afflictions ... —129:1-3 g

=

« Israel is speaking: The afflictors did not prevail.
« Afflictions come to every believer.

2. The Llorp intervened ... —129:4

¢ The Lorp is righteous —again affirming the righteousness of lIsrael,

because God intervened.

« God protects through afflictions.
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3. The prayer against his enemies ... —129:5-8
« Consider grass upon the housetops where the soil is shalll®®:6—7

“Salting the Oats”

— This is imprecation (praying against). He wants them to wither.

¢ Social mores have been abandoned. —129:8

Psalm 130 — How does this Psalm describe th

¢ Psalm 130:

appropriate response when we are ove

[

whelmed?

* A Song of degreeshe eleventh.

— Here the bro is Israel’s Redeemer. This is another of the penitenr

tial Psalms (Other penitential Psalms are 6, 32, 38, 51, 102, 143):

1. He cries for deliveranceQut of the depths” —130:1-2
* Notice the desperation of v. 1 end in the assurance of v. 8.

« Out of the depths he cried (v. 1), waited (v. 5), hoped (v. 5), watched (v. 6).

All of these are actions of desperate need.

2. He expects thedrp’s deliverance —130:3-6

(1) Notice the question of 130:3. What is the answer?
« Cf. Isa. 64:6—7; Ezek. 18:20; Rom. 3:9—20; Rom. 6:23.

(2) The answer iforgiveness—130:4

(3) He waits for the bro. —130:5-6

« He waits and hopes in His Word. —130:5

« He waits for the bro more than they that watch for the morning.
— It is as one who has waited through a long, long night.

3. He encourages Israel to hope in therh. —130:7-8

¢ In the Lorp is “mercy.” —130:7a

¢ In Him there is “plenteous redemption.” —130:7b

« Finally — He shall redeem Isreal from ALL his iniquities. —130:8

Psalm 131 — What three necessary elements of g

ur

¢ Psalm 131:

walk with God are given in this Psalm?

* Now, the twelfth song of degrees:Song of degrees of David.

— Here the brp is Israel’'s Hope. We see the composure of the

Psalmist. There are only 3 verses. Spurgeon wrote, “... one of t
shortest Psalms to read, but one of the longest to learhowli-

®

ness and simplicity are exhibite@f. Il Sam. 7:18-20.

1. He shows his humble, childlike faith —131:1-2

¢ His heart is not haughty. —131:1

« His eyes are not lofty.

* He does not “exercise” himself in great matters (ambition).

¢ He has behaved himself as an infant (humility). —131:2

2. He calls on Israel to hope in therp —131:3

¢ Psalm 132:

Psalm 132 — What factors for trusting God doe

this Psalm give us as it speaks of God's co

» AnotherSong of degreeshe thirteenth.

enant with David?

— Thisis a “Royal Psalm,” Messianic, speakingmn’s King(vv. 1,

11, 13-14, 17). This Psalm should also be studied in light of |

Samuel 7.

¢ David: Psalm 132:1, “bro, remember David, and all his afflictions” —

and his vow 132:2-5.

Psalm 132:10-11, “For thy servant David’s sake turn not away the fag

[¢)
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of thine anointed. Thedro hath sworn in truth unto David; he will not
turn from it; Of the fruit of thy body will | set upon thy throne.”

Psalm 132:17, “There will | make the horn of David to bud: | have
ordained a lamp for mine anointed.”

David “sware unto thedrp” —132:1-10
(1) A call to the lorp to remember —132:1-6
— Remember:

-1. David and all his afflictions. —132:1

-2. David’s vow concerning a habitation for thedp —132:2-5
« David’s concern for a habitation for thekp —132:4-5
e Compare Il Sam. 7:1-5

-3. The Ark found —132:6

« Ephratah (Bethlehem) the place of David’s birth, where he first
heardof the Ark.

« It was found at Kirjathjearim (“the city of woods”) the ark had
been there for twenty years, and that is where David found it. He
brought it from that place to the house of Obededom and finally to
Zion. See Il Samuel 6:1-23.

(2) He moves the Ark to a place of rest —132:7-10

-1. His vow to go worship in “his tabernacles” —132:7

To go “into His tabernacles.” Note the plural.

To worship at His (the &ro's) footstool

— He says the earth is His footstool. —Isa. 66:1; Matt. 5:35 and
Acts 7:49.

— David had purposed “to build an house of rest for the ark of the
covenant of the LORD, and for the footstool of our God.” —I
Chronicles 28:2

— Also see Psalm 99:5.

-2. The Ark is moved to its place of rest —132:8-9
« David had moved the Ark to the tentin Jerusalem. —Il Sam. 6:15—
17
¢ Solomon spoke those same words. —II Chron. 6:41-42

— Note “thy rest” (132:8) and compare 132:13-14. Zion was
chosen for His “rest for ever.”

— Then he says, “let thy priests be clothed with righteousness” —
132:9. Compare 132:16, “I will also clother her priests with
salvation.”

-3. A call for faithfulness to His anointed —132:10
« Continuing the prayer, this is what Solomon prayed in Il Chron.
6:42 as he dedicated the Temple.

P

— This probably refers to the Davidic Covenant wherein tbrepL ;’

promised David a throne for ever (Il Sam. 6:13). ©

— Again, compare this verse with 132:17-18, where the Lord&

Himself has sworn (132:11-18). He has ordained “a lamp” for%

his anointed (“lamp” —I Kings 11:36; 15:4; Il Chron. 21:7). ©

— This has been fulfilled in Christ, “which was made of the seed g

of David according to the flesh” (Rom. 1:3). S

— The “Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father Q

David” (Luke 1:32-33). ;

o)

The Lorp “hath sworn unto David” —132:11-18 %

« This refers to the Davidic Covenant. §
(1) The oath of the Lord —132:11-12

* Verse 11 refers to Solomon, but it speaks primarily of Christ.

— See Il Samuel 6:12-16. Solomon did fail, and his son Rehoboam
lost a large part of the Kingdom, but God kept a “lamp” for David
(see above).

Cf. Luke 1:32-33; Acts 2:30.
* The condition of the covenant —132:12
— A careful study of the genealogy of Christ will reveal that not all
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of David's descendants were faithful to His covenant. In fact,
Mary was of the line of Nathan, not Solomon.
(3) The Lorp's habitation: —132:13-18
¢ The Lorp chose Zion for His habitation. —132:13-14
— See Psalm 2:6.
— It will be his rest “for ever.” —132:14
« He will bless them abundantly —132:15-16
There (in Zion) He will make the horn (power) of David to bud. —
132:17-18

Psalm 132 is full of riches. One could spend a lot of time
studying and meditating on it. The Lord’s covenant with
David is not only important to Israel, it is also important for
Christians. He will indeed return and take us to be with

Raising Godly Generations
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Himself and after the 7 years of the Great Tribulation will

return in Glory and establish His millennial Kingdom. He will
reign on David’s throne.

Psalm 133 — How does God describe the blessi

g

¢ Psalm 133:

of brethren dwelling together in unity?

» ASong of degrees of Davithis is the fourteenth of the fifteen

Songs of Degrees (Pilgrim Psalms). It speaks of brother

=
<

J

unity (harmony).

1. How good and how pleasant —133:1

« “Behold”

« For brethren to dwell together in unity is good and pleasant.

« What is meant by “unity”? Let’s think about it in Christian terms:

— To endeavour to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace

— To not forsake the assembling of the Local Church
— To serve the Lord with one consent

— To glorify God with one mind and mouth

— To be of one accord, having the same love

— To serve each other in love, bearing one another's burdens

— To sympathize with each other in all circumstances
— To forgive each other’s offences committed

— To pray with one another

— To build up each other in their most holy faith

— To provoke one another to love and to good works

2. ltis like precious ointment —133:2

¢ Like precious ointment in anointing the High Priest. This highly perfumed

oil symbolized the Holy Spirit, used for consecration of the Priest. Would

brother-love here speak of national consecration? Consecrated people Ia
each other.

¢ Unity is precious, fragrant, and sacred.

3. ltis like the dew —133:3
« Dew symbolizes God’s blessing. So, would brother-love speak of God’
blessing?

« Dew refreshes. So does brotherly unity.

Psalm 134 — What truths about blessing to we s

£e

¢ Psalm 134:

in this Psalm?

* This is the finalSong of degreesThere have been fourteen,

and this is the fifteenth. They conclude with this benediction-

— The blessing goes two ways:

1. His servants bless Him —134:1-2
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Psalm 135 — In this Psalm of praise what reasor

are given for our praise of God?

ns

Psalms

¢ This refers to His priests.
« His servants who stand in the house of thed by night.
« To bless means means to ascribe to Him greatness and His blessings.

— Man cannot bless as God does, for he has nothing to give to God.
However, man can express his praise and blessing.

¢ To lift up their hands in the sanctuary and bless Him.

2. He blesses His servants —134:3
He made heaven and earth.

His blessings come out of Zion.

— His Millennial blessings will come out of Zion.

— When God blesses He gives abundance, etc to men.

¢ Psalm 135:

 This is a Psalm of praise. See Psalm 50:23a, “Whoso offereth
praise glorifieth me ....”

— This Psalm contains another satire against idotstheir makers
(vv. 15-18).See Psalm 115:4-8. Isaiah also presents the folly of
idolatry in Isa. 40:19-20; 44:9-20 and 46:6-7.

1. Praise the &rp for His choice of Israel —135:1-5
« | repeat, to say, “Praise the Lord,”nst praising the Lord.
(1) Who must praise Him —135:1-2

-1. “O ye servants of thedrp” —135:1
-2. “Ye that stand in the house of thedp” —135:2

(2) Reason for praise —135:3-5
¢ This shows HOW to praise Him. We shall see more as we go on in these
final Psalms.

-1. Heis good —135:3
¢ Sing praises unto His Name for ifgleasant It is pleasant to sing
praise.
-2. He has chosen Jacob (Israel) —135:4
« Chosen “for his peculiar treasure”
— Exod. 19:5; Deut. 7:6-7; 10:15; Mal. 3:17; | Pet. 2:9.

-3. He is great, above all gods —135:5

2. Praise the &rp for His power over creation—135:6—7

(1) His sovereign control over nature —135:6 o
+ He did whatsoever He pleased in heaven, in earth, in the seas, and én @

all deep places. o 2
(2) More control over nature — weather —135:7 5 §
» SeelJeremiah 10:13; 51:16. § m
* He causes vapors to asdend from the ends of the earth (all over). 5 %
* He makes lightnings for the rain (He does it). 3 &
* He brings the wind out of His treasuries. g §
— Hmmm. So that is where the wind comes from. Also see Job 38:2Z 5
for treasuries of snow and hail. 4 g
— Few will praise Him for the wind. However, what kind of a world o S
would it be without that blessing? N §
o
=
3. Praise the &ro for His acts in history = —135:8-12
(1) His deliverance from Egypt —135:8-9

« Two things are mentioned that He did in Egypt:
-1. He smote the firstborn of Egypt.
-2. He sent “tokens and wonders” — Signs and wonders
— Upon Pharaoh
— Upon His servants
¢ Why so much is said of this deliverance? See Jer. 16:14-15.
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(2) His conquest of the land —135:10-12

* He smote great nations and slew mighty kings —135:10-11
— Amorites (Sihon), Bashan (Og), all the kingdoms of Canaan.

* He gave their land to Israel as a heritage. —135:12

“Salting the Oats”

4. Praise Him because He is the true God —135:13-18
(1) His Name —135:13
« The greatness and permanence of His Name. His Name represents who
He is.
« His “memorial” (remembrance) endures throughout all generations,
(2) He is Ruler —135:14
« In Israel the ruler was judge.
« The Lorp will judge His people.
« And He will repent Himself concerning His servants, implying resto-
ration. See Deut. 32:36.
(3) He is greater than idols. —135:15-18
« This is another satire about idolatry like that in Psalm 115:4-8.
-1. Idols are made of silver and gold. —135:15a
-2. ldols are the work of men’s hands. —135:15b
— Instead of being creators of man, they are created by Him.
— See verses 5-7.
-3. ldols are lifeless. —135:16-17
— They cannot speak, though they have mouths — dumb.
— They cannot see, though they have eyes —blind.
— They cannot hear, though they have ears — deaf.
— They are without life — no breath in them.
-4. ldolators are like their idols. —135:18
— Instead of saying idols are the likeness of man, it says that mg
is like the idols he makes.
— Whatis man? He is dumb, blind, and deaf. See Isa. 6:9-10; Matt.
13:13-15; John 12:39-41 and Acts 28:25-27.
* More on idolatry can be seen in Isa. 44:9-20.

=}

5. Call to all of Israel to praise Him —135:19-21

« His call to bless the &rp:
— To the “house of Israel” (the nation) —135:19
— To the “house of Aaron” (the priests)
— To the “house of Levi” (those who served the priests) —135:20
— To them “that fear thedrp” (those who truly trust Him — the saved)
— That He be blessed out of Zion. —135:21
— Then the exhortation, “Praise ye therb.”

» Psalm 136: Psalm 136 — How do the examples given here of
God'’'s mercy enduring forever relate to God's
* The early churches sang Psalm 136. Christian history records that/on mercy in our lives?

-+

a certain night of February in the year 358, the great Church
Alexandria, Egypt, had an all-night service, led in singing, in prayer;,
and in praise by their Pastor Athanasius. It was well known that t
Pastor was facing serious troubles from the pagan government.
Suddenly the church was surrounded by shouting soldiers. Wi
calm presence of mind Athanasius arose and announced the sing
of the 136th Psalm. The vast congregation joined in, thundering fort
twenty-six times, “His mercy endureth for ever.” When the enemy
burst into the doors they were staggered by the mighty singing.
Swords flashed and riotous voices were heard. Athanasius retained
his seat until the congregation had dispersed, and finally he also
disappeared into the darkness, where he found refuge among his
friends. 151
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» Why was this Psalm called “the Great Hallel” (Hallelujah)

Salting the Oats Psalm by the Jews? Note how many times it repeats, “for His

mercy endureth for ever.” Psalm 113 is called “the Lesser

Hallel.”

1. Praise for who or what He is —136:1-3

¢ Again, notice the statement: “his mercy endureth for ever.”

¢ Thisis is “a three-fold praise to the Triune Lord.” (Spurge€lomasury of

David)
* The reasons to give thanks:

(1) Thanks unto the drp (Jehovah) — He is good. —136:1

« Jehovah (brp) refers to the self-existent One.

¢ See Exodus 6:3. This is the covenant Name for God with relation to

Israel. See Jeremiah 16:21.

(2) Thanks to the God of gods —136:2

« “God of gods” is a Hebrew superlative, like “holy of holies,” etc.

« Also, the heathen had their gods over whom He is supreme (see |

Samuel 5:3—4 and | Corinthians 10:19-20).
(3) Thanks to the “Lord of lords.” —136:3

¢ To the Lord (Adonai, master above all) — Adonai is used for “lord” in

both occurrences here. He is the master above all human masters,

regardless of how important they may think they are.

¢ He exercises rule.

2. Praise for His creation work —136:4-9
« In these verses: “six notes of praise to the Creator” (Spurgeon).
(1) He is the unrivaled Wonder-worker. —136:4

* “He alone doeth great wonders”
(2) He made the heavens by His wisdom. —136:5

* The heavens are a demonstration of that great wisdom. Cf. Psalm

19:1-6; Rom. 1:19-20.

(3) He stretched out the earth above the waters. —136:6
¢ Compare v. 6 with Gen. 1:9 and Jer. 10:12.
(4) He made the great lights of heaven —136:7-9

* See Genesis 1:16.

¢ The sun to rule by day —136:8

« The moon and stars to rule by night —136:9

3. Praise for redemption from Egypt —136:10-15 E
¢ Then there are six notes upon deliverance from Egypt (Spurgeon). 53
(1) Deliverance from Egypt —136:10-12 E

« Smiting the firstborn of Egypt —136:10 3

¢ Bring Israel out “from among” the Egyptians —136:11-12 &
(2) Delivering through the Red Sea —136:13-14 2
« Dividing the Red Sea (a merciful miracle). 8
(3) Destroying Pharaoh and his army —136:15 @
* Not only did the Lord bring the_m out of Egypt, but He also destroyedﬂ
the power of that powerful nation. S

=

4. Praise for wilderness leading —136:16

¢ Thenone note relating to His leading in the journey through the wilderness.

5. Praise for His conquest of the land —136:17-22

(1) His destruction of great and famous kings —136:17-20

(2) His giving of the land for an inheritance —136:21-22

152
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6. Praise for His watchcare —136:23-25
(1) He remembered them in their low estate. —136:23
(2) He redeemed them from their enemies. —136:24
(3) He gives food to all living things —136:25

e Psalm 137:

» They had a reputation for good music (did David organize th

Psalms
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« Some today refuse to believe that tleei.has given that land to His
people Israel. This is especially true of the political leaders of the

“Salting the Oats”

world. It is wrong to give credence to the claims of the Arab nations

However, the Lord will take care of this in His time.

« All of these things are by His mercy.

Final call to praise —136:26
¢ Countyour blessings!

Psalm 137 — How does the Psalmist's response

Israel's bondage relate to spiritual bondage

D

the Christian's life?

D

Temple choirs for nothing?). The Babylonians asked them t
sing. They cannot sing theokp’s song in a strange land, for

that is all that they knew or ever sang.

— “How shall we sing the &rp’s song in a strange land?” (v. 4) The

Jews were captives in Babylon — very sorrowful captives. The

Babylonians required of them one of the songs of Zion.

Sorrowful reflections —137:1-4

(1) The sorrow of the Babylonian captivity —137:1-2

« What a sorrowful time that was for the nation. God had warned them

but those warnings had fallen on deaf ears. These verses show that

consequences were very bitter.

(2) The Babylonian captors required a song —137:3

¢ They wanted a song — they wanted mirth.
¢ They wanted a song of Zion.

— We have seen the usual subject of their songs in our study of t

Psalms. How could those things be sung in idolatrous Babylon?

— They had wept when they remembered Zion (v. 1).

(3) Their question —137:4

« How could they sing thedrp's song in a strange land?

* Their music was praise, but they were in sorrow — in judgment.
« Their music had to do with worship in Zion (the Temple).

« Theirs songs had always been of victory through tbeplbut they

were in the place of defeat. Notice the contrasts:

— Victory — defeat
— Joy (mirth) — sorrow
— Praise — lament

* How can one sing a song of joy midst tears? He cannot.

Solemn vows —137:5-6

« It is a vow to not forget Zion (Jerusalem). Notice what he says:

— “... let my hand forget her cunning” —137:5

- “... let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth” —137:6

« Remember Solomon’s prayer: | Kings 3:31, 33, 35, 38, 42—-43, 44, 48 ar
seen in Il Chronicles 6.

Q.

« What preference would he give to Jerusalem? See Psalm 84:10.

Serious imprecations —137:7-9

(1) He calls on the Lord to remember Edom. —137:7

« Edom had cheered Babylon (see Obad. 11-14) —v. 7.

153

5



Raising Godly Generations

“Salting the Oats”

Psalm 138 — What specific reasons for praisin

God are given in this Psalm?
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(2) He predicts the fate of Babylon. —137:8-9
¢ The psalmist only repeats the prophecies which God had uttered
against Babylon.

— See Isa. 13:1, 16-18; 47:1-11; Jer. 25: 12-14; Jer. 51:11. Also
compare Daniel 5:3. For some descriptions of the Babylonian
destruction see Il Kings 25:9; Il Chronicles. 36:18-19; and Psalm
79:1.

» Psalm 13&egins a series of 8 Psalms by David which are well
suited to our own private prayer and praise times. They are all
written in the first person. Notice the first verse of each.

0 «Psalm 138:

» A Psalm of DavidThis is a Psalm of thanksgiving. The first
verse gives the key to the Psalm.

Present personal praise for two facts —138:1-3
« Praise before of the gods of the heathen. They are helpless. —138:1
(1) Because of His magnified Word —138:2

« See below for extended outline of this-v. 2b
(2) Because He answered and strengthened —138:3
Future universal praise for three facts —138:4-6

¢ This will have its complete fulfillment in the Messianic reign — the
Millennium. It certainly is not true today. Again, contrast Psalm 2.

« All the kings of the earth shall praise Him:

(1) They praise when they hear His Words —138:4
« Compare v. 2b.
(2) They praise Him because of His great glory —138:5

« They “shall sing in the ways of the Lord” —Why?
(3) They praise Him because He respects the lowly —138:6

« Though He is high, yet He hath respect to the lowly.
¢ But “the proud he knoweth afar off.”

His confidence in thedrp in three things —138:7-8
¢ Though the psalmist walks in the midst of trouble: »
(1) The Lorp will revive him —138:7a @
« Consider that he is fainting in trouble — therb will revive. @
(2) The Lorp will save him —138:7b o
w
« The Lord will stretch forth His hand against his enemies and save him_g
(3) The Lorp will perfect —138:8a 3
« He will perfect that which concerns him. 2
o]
* Note: ALL thy Name —The multifaceted Name of God —138:2 T,,
o
(1) His Name speaks of what He is. o
« Elohim —E/ = Strength, or the Strong One, and Ala, to swear, 3
to bind oneself by an oath. R

¢ Jehovah —The self-existent One —See Exod. 3:14; 6:3 —
"LORD”

« Jehovah Elohim

« El Elyon —"most high,” or “most high God”

« Adon, Adonai —"Master”

* Adonai Jehovah

« El Shaddai (Gen. 17:1) —"Almighty God”

« El Olam —"Everlasting God”
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¢ Psalm 139:

» A Psalm of DavidThis Psalm speaks of the Divine attributes,

Psalms
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« Jehovah Sabaoth (I Sam. 1:3) —"LORD of hosts”
(2) His promises are (and always were) founded upon His Name.

“Salting the Oats”

See Exod. 6:8; Isa. 45:23

(3) “... thou has magnified thy Word above all thy Name.”

* See Psalm 56:4, 10; Matt. 5:18; 24:35; John 10:35b.
¢ Psalm 68:11

Psalm 139 — What four attributes of God ar¢

described in this Psalm?

specificallyOmniscienceOmnipresence, Omnipotence, and
Holiness.What more can we say?

The Omniscience of God —139:1-6
(1) He knows us —139:1
(2) The 7 things God knows: —139:2-4
-1. Downsitting
-2. Uprising

-3. Our thoughts “afar off”

-4. He “compasseth”surrounds for purpose of examinatjoour path

-5. He also compasses our lying down

-6. All our ways

How do they effect our lives personally?

-7. Every word in our tongue

(3) That knowledge is above human understanding. —139:6

« Man will not admit that God possesses such knowledge. His puny

mind is so limited knowledge. Their God is far too small.

The Omnipresence of God —139:7-12
(1) Where can man go to get away from Him? —139:7
(2) Where is He? —139:8-12

-1. He cannot hide from God in Heaven (He is there) —139:8a

-2. He cannot hide from Him in hell (He is there) —139:8b

-3. If he were to fly as swift as the morning light to the very extremity|

of the east, God is there. —139:9a, 10

-4. If he were to dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, God is there. -
139:9b, 10

-5. The darkness cannot hide from Him. —139:11-12

— Darkness and light are alike to Him.

« Describe His greatness from this passage.

The Omnipotence of God —139:13-18

« His omnipotence is coupled with His omniscience in the formation of man

in the womb.

(1) He forms man from the time of his conception in the womb.
—139:13

* The Lorp has possessed his “reigns” (the seat of thoughts and coun

sel).

¢ The Lorp covered him in his mother’s womb. This may speak of the

Lorp’s protection by the placenta, etc.

(2) His works are marvellous in forming man. —139:14

¢ Men are fearfully and wonderfully made. It is a matter of awe an
astonishment, therefore, he praises thed.

« The Lord’s works are marvellous and his soul knows that. by “marvel

lous” is meant that it is beyond human understanding.

— My Doctor recently affirmed to us that there are a lot of things about the

human body that medical science does not understand.
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Psalm 140 — From this cry out of injustice, how can

we learn to respond to those times of attac

against us?
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¢ The Lorp's Wisdom is seen in His Power. —v. 14
(3) He watched over his formation. —139:15-16
Man'’s substance (that of which he was made) was not hid from the
Lorp when he was made in secret.
That was when man was “curiously wrought” in the lowest parts of the
earth.
— The “lowest parts of the earth” may well refer to the womb.
His eyes saw man’s “substance” when it was unperfect. —139:16a
All man’s members were written in a book before there were any of
them. —139:16b
— The shape of his nose and ears, the color of his eyes — every-thing

is determined by thedrp and written in His book..

Thus we see that His Foreknowledge and Omnipresence are seen in
His creative power. —139:15-16
(4) His thoughts toward him are precious. —139:17-18

¢ His thoughts unto him are precious. —139:17a

¢ The sum of those thoughts are great. —139:17b

« They are more in number than man can count. —139:18

¢ So, His merciful thoughts are seen in His power —139:17-18

4. The Holiness of God —139:19-24
(1) That holiness destroys evil men —139:19-20
(2) It makes David hate the wicked with a “perfect hatred”

—139:21-22
(3) It searches out the believer’s heart —139:23-24

« Fourfold petition to the God described in these verses:
(1) Search meknow my heart—Jer. 17:9-10
(2) Try (test) meknow my thoughts—Cf. | Pet. 1:6-7
(3) Seeif there be any wicked way in me
(4) Lead —Cf. Ps. 143:10 and Ps. 5:8.

¢ Psalm 140:

* To the chief Musician, A Psalm of Davithis is an impreca-
tory Psalm. This Psalm is also prophetic in presenting the man
of sin, the Antichrist.

— Itis third in the series of 8 personal Psalms (see note before Psalm
138).

1. His cry for deliverance —140:1-5
« His prayer for:
-1. Deliverance —v. la
-2. Preservation —vv. 1b, 4b
-3. “Keep me” —v. 4a
His description of the wicked:
-1. Characterevil (v. 1), violent (v. 1), wicked (v. 4), proud (v. 5)
-2. Methods:
« imagine mischiefs, gathered together for war —v. 2
« sharpened their tongues —v. 3
« snares, cords, traps —v. 5
¢ compass (surround) —v. 9
« evil speaking —v. 11
* have purposed to overthrow goings —v. 4b

2. His basis for faith —140:6-8

(1) How he addresses his prayer —140:6-7
¢ “Thou art my God” —140:6a

.
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* “O God the Lord” (that is Adonai) —140:7a -
+ “O Lorp” (Jehovah) —140;8a “Salting the Oats”
(2) How he expresses his confidence —140:6-8
¢ He calls Him “the strength of my salvation” —140: 7a
* He testified, “thou hast covered my head in the day of battle.” —
140;7b
(3) His petitions —140:6-8
« “hear the voice of my supplications” —140:6b
« “Grant not ... the desires of the wicked” —140:8a
« “further not his wicked device” —140:8b
— The reason: “lest they exalt themselves.”

3. His prayer against the wicked —140:9-11
¢ This is imprecation, praying against.
4. His confident assurance —140:12-13
» Psalm 141: Psalm 141 — In this prayer for protection, what
. . . special needs for protection are requested pf
» A Psalm of DavidA prayer for protection. This is a lament. Gpod'> P 9
Notice Psalm 141:3 as a good prayer for a Christian to utter :
each day. OR
— This is the fourth in the series of 8 personal Psalms, starting with
Psalm 138 (see note before that Psalm). In this prayer for protection, what instruction do we
1. He called on the drp to hear him —141:1-2 receive to better pray for protection?
(1) He said, “make haste” —141:1
* He wanted the &ro to hurry with the answer to his prayer.
(2) How he wanted his prayer to be to therh ~ —141:2
« He wanted his prayer to be set forth as incense.
— Incense was offered every morning on the altar of incense. This was

the morning offering. —Ex 30:1,7-8.
— According to Luke 1:10 the people were praying at that time.
— See Rev. 5:8; 8:3—4
* He wanted the lifting of his hands to be as the evening sacrifice.
— That would have been a burnt offering, a sweet savour todke L
See Exod. 29:41. Also compare | Kings 18:29, 36. Consider the time
of the prayer of Elijah.

2. He prayed to be kept from unrighteousness —141:3-5

(1) He prayed to be kept from evil speaking —141:3
¢ This verst MUST be our prayer every day. Cf. Psalm 39:1.
« Compare v. 6b with this prayer.

(2) He prayed for separation from the wicked —141:4
« This is separation in fellowship. He does not want to fellowship with
evil men:

— To practice wicked men
— Or even to eat of their dainties. See Proverbs 23:6.
(3) He invited the rebuke of righteous men —141:5
« Cf. Prov. 9:8; 19:25.
* He will pray for them in their calamities.
¢ Summary:
-1. Separation from the wicked —141:4
-2. Chastisement and reproof from the righteous —141:5

3. He expressed his assurance —141:6-7
« Consider these two verses in light of the overthrow of Saul and David
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who is overwhelmed. How can we follow the

example of the Psalmist in our own life when

we feel overwhelmed?
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taking his place. This is a Psalm of David.
(1) When the wicked will hear his words —141:6

¢ When Saul and his underlings were cast down, the people heard
David’s words and followed him.

(2) Three possibilities —141:6
-1. This is what the people (wicked) said after their leaders were
overthrown.

-2. This is the condition of many of David's friends who fell into the
hands of Saul and his men.
— Consider the fourscore and five priests, and the inhabitants of
Nob, slain by the order of Saul , | Sam. 22:18-19.
-3. This may be what the people said following the years in which Saul,
in his rebellion and rage, devastated them.

4. He looked to Gb the Lord —141:8-10
(1) He looked to @b and trusted Him. —141:8a
(2) He petitioned Gpb. —141:8b-10

ne

-1. To not leave his soul destitute —141:8b
-2. To keep him from the snares and gins of the wicked. —141:9
-3. To cause the wicked to fall in their own nets. —141:10

— And that he will escape those nets.

¢ Psalm 142:

» Mas’chil of David; a Prayer when he was in the cdteould
have been the cave of Adullam (I Sam. 22:1-2) or the cave of
Engedi (I Sam. 24:3). He was a fugitive from Saul.

— This is the fifth in the series of 8 personal Psalms, starting with
Psalm 138.

1. The cloud over David —142:1-4
(1) His cry —142:1-2
¢ Hecried, hemade supplicatior— with his voice. —142:1
¢ He poured outhis complaint, heshowedhis trouble. —142:1
(2) His hopelessness —142:3-4
¢ His cry was when his spirit was overwhelmed. —142:3a
— As a result of his cry, the Lord knew his path.
« They had “privily laid a snare” for him in his path. —142:3b -
¢ His situation was hopeless. —143:4 ;’
— He looked to the right, no man would know him. ©
— Refuge failed him. S
— No man cared for his soul!(These words are often applied to %
indifference to the lost condition of the heathen, and that is true. O
course, that is not the primary application.) &
« We can tell God the truth about our troubles, and we can tell him irs
complete detail. o)
<
2. The prayer for deliverance —142:5-7 g
(1) His confidence in his cry —142:5 3
« His confidence is in thedrp for deliverance. =
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— When no man cared for his soul, he knew Who did care, and he
turned to Him. How we need to learn this lesson!
¢ The Lord was two things to David:

-1. His refuge. —All of his enemies were coming after him. He was
protected by the dro.

-2. His portion in the land of the living. —He had been cast out of his
inheritance (home) and was a fugitive in a cave. Téwmlwas his
portion “in the land of the living.”
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(2) Why he cried —142:6
-1. His condition — “brought very low”
-2. His persecutors — “stronger than I”
(3) His appeal to thedrp for deliverance —142:7
-1. His prison — the restrictions of hiding from Saul.
-2. His purpose — Two things:
— That he may praise the Name of therb.
— That the righteous may “compass” him about — encircle him.

-3. His confidence — “for thou shalt deal bountifully with me.”

¢ Psalm 143:

* A Psalm of DavidThe Psalmist is in trouble —vv. 2, 12. This
is another of the penitential Psalms (see Ps. 6).
— This is the sixth in the series of 8 personal Psalms (138 — 145)

A confession —appeal for mercy —143:1-2

(1) His appear to thedrp —143:1a
(2) Notice on what basis he appeals for mercy. —143:1b-2
* The basis of the &rD'’s faithfulness —143:1b
¢ The basis of the &rpD's righteousness —143:1b
¢ He asks, “enter not into judgment.”
— All have sinned. He wanted mercy, not justice.
— No living shall be justified in His sight. —Job. 9:1-2; 25:4.

* Notice God'’s principles of judgment from Romans 2:
-1. God’s judgment is according to truth —Rom. 2:2
-2. His judgment is according to our deeds —Rom. 2:6
-3. His judgment is without respect of persons —Rom. 2:11
-4. His judgment is according to the Gospel —Rom. 2:16
— Compare Rev. 20:11-15.

A complaint —his present distress —143:3-4

(1) The persecution of his enemy —143:3
¢ The enemy:
— Has persecuted his soul.
— Has smitten his life down to the ground.
— Made him to dwell in darkness (note the comparison).
* We must always recognize the true enemy.

(2) How he feels —143:4

¢ His spirit — overwhelmed
¢ His heart within him — desolate

He remembered and thirsts for God —143:5-6
(1) He did three things —143:5-6a
-1. He remembered the days of old — perhaps God'’s earlier delive
ances.

-2. He meditated on all thedrp's works.
-3. He mused on the work of theko’s hands.

(2) Two things are a result —143:6
-1. He stretches forth his hands to therhb.
-2. He thirsts after Him.
¢ Selah: Think of that!

He appealed for deliverance —143:7-9
(1) There is an urgency —143:7
* “Hear me speedily” — Why?
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Psalm 144 — This Psalm speaks of the blessing

the LORD being our God. What significant

responses to God do we have given in thi

Psalm?
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— His spirit fails —
— He does not want to be like them who go down to the pit (death).

(2) Things he wanted: —143:8-9
-1. He wanted to hear God'®vingkindness” —When? In the morning!
—143:8a

-2. He wanted to know “the way wherein | should walk.” —143:8b
-3. He called for deliverance from his enemies —143:9

He asked thedrp for spiritual graces. —143:10-12
* Notice the verbs in these verses:
(1) Teach me to do thy will. —143:10a

* Why? “... for thou art my God.” He would obey his God.
(2) Lead me into the land of uprightness. —143:10b
(3) Quicken (make alive) me. —143:9a

« Why? “... for thy name’s sake”
(4) Bring my soul out of trouble. —143:9b

*« Why? “... for thy righteousness sake”
(5) Cut off mine enemies. —143:10a

« On what basis? “... of thy mercy”
(6) Destroy all them that afflict my soul. —143:10b

¢ On what basis? “... for | am thy servant.”

of * Psalm 144:

» A Psalm of DavidThis is called a Royal Psalm, for in the
prophetic sense, it speaks of millennial blessings. Notice
David’'s new song, v. 9.

— This is the seventh in the series of 8 personal Psalms (138 — 145).

1. He blesses thedrp for what He is. —144:1-2
(1) His blessing to the drp —144:1a
(2) What the Lord is and what He does —144:1b-2

* He was David’s strength. —144:1b

« He taught his hands to war and his fingers to fight.

« He was David’s goodness. —144:2

« He was his fortress (the Author and Source of all victories): -
— He was David’s high tower. ;’
— He was David’s deliverer. o
— He was David’s shield. g

* He was the One in whom David trusted. %
— He subdued David’s people under him. ";

« Can any nation, no matter how powerful, expect to win battles and warg

without the Lord? Definitely not. Recently Congress called for a day of®

national prayer (by resolution). What a debate there has been! The sog-

called “civil libertarians” (and liberals) are howling that such a thing 7,

is unconstitutional. The allies would never have wone World War [1©

without prayer. | witnessed that personally. Our President has allowed<]

Chinato have a great number of our military secrets. Does this mean thqi}'

China can defeat our nation? Not if we turn to the Lord in repentant

prayer. (B. E. Brush, 7/2/99)

2. He states the insignificance of man —144:3-4

(1) His question: —144:3
* Why does God even consider man? What is man?
¢ This parallels Psalm 8:4 and Hebrews 2:6.
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(2) What man is: —144:4
* He is like to vanity (that isa breath or vapoy —Cf. Ps. 39:5.

“Salting the Oats”

* His days are as a shadow which passes away — very brief.

His prayer to the &rp —144:5-8

(1) There are 8 requests: —144:5-7

« We should always take note of the verbs, the action words of passages

like this one. All of these requests are in light of the insignificance o

man (vv. 3-4).

-1. Bow thy heavens

-2. Come down

-3. Touch the mountains and they shall smoke
-4. Cast forth lightning and scatter them (his enemies)

-5. Shoot out thine arrows and destroy them.

-6. Send thine hand from above

-7. Rid me ... and

-8. Deliver me out of great waters,

(2) He asked deliverance from the hand of strange children.

« The nature of these “strange children”:

— Their mouth speaks vanity.
— See Psalm 12:2.

— Their right hand is a rigaht hand of falsehood.

— They enter into treaties and don’t keep them.

His new song —144:9-10

(1) To whom does he sing this new song? —144:9a

« We must never forget that our singing must be to Him. See Eph. 5:19

(to whom?); also note Col. 3:16 (to whom?).

(2) On what does he sing it? —144:9b
¢ On a psaltry

¢ On an instrument of ten strings.

— Josephus wrote: “the harp is extended with ten strings, and is

plucked with a quill; the ‘nabla’, or psaltery, has twelve sounds, ang

is played upon with the fingers.” You may wish to research these in
a Bible Dictionary or other help.

(3) Why he sings it —144:10
« He gives salvation unto kings.

« He delivered David from the hurtful sword.

His further prayeand the desired blessings—144:11-15

(1) Two requests —144:11

« There are two requests (two more verbs)

-1. Rid (deliver) me — of what or whom?

-2. Deliver me — from the hand of those same “strange children” that
we saw in verses 7-8.

(2) The blessings if the requests are answered —144:12-15

« The two requests are followed by a list of the blessings that will be if
the two requests are answered.

-1. Having to do with children —144:12

-2. Having to do with prosperity —144:13-14

-3. Having to do with happiness —144:15

¢ These things will be true during the Millennium (prophetic view), but

they can be true in this life, even though for but short periods of time-

« Notice the last part of v. 15. This is the happy people. No need far

“Christian” comedians then, no need for the entertainment of T.V.

only the Lorp will do.
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a)
-

many reasons to praise God.
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» The subject of Psalms 145 — 150 is praise. We can learn much
from these Psalms.

* Psalm 145:

» David’s Psalm of praisels this not his “crown jewel” of
praise? He has praised God many times in the Psalms, but look
at this Psalm.

— This is the last in the series of 8 personal Psalms, and first of the
Psalms of praise (see above). This Psalm is an acrostic, but lacking
one letter, thevum missing between verses 13 and 14.

His purpose to praise —145:1-2
* Notice the words he uses for thextol, bless, praise.
¢ How long will he do this?

Reasons for praise —145:3-20
« Some of the following are not listed in order (e.qg., #-2. “Works,” where v.
10 is also cited. Another example is #-6.).
(1) His greatness is something to declare. —145:3-7
-1. Greatness — unsearchable —v. 3 (v. 6b)
-2. Works — praised through the generations —v. 4a (vv. 5b, 10)
-3. Acts — generations shall declare —v. 4b (v. 12a)
-4. Honour of His majesty — he will speak of this —v. 5a
-5. The might of His terrible (awesome) acts —v. 6a
-6. Great goodness — shall be uttered abundantly —v. 7a (v. 9a)
-7. Righteousness — they shall sing of it —v. 7b
(2) His attributes of mercy and graciousness  —145:8-10
-8. The lorp is Gracious —v. 8a
-9. He is full of compassion —v. 8b
-10. He is slow to anger —v. 8c
-11. He is of great mercy —v. 8d (v. 9b)
(3) His everlasting Kingdom is seen —145:11-13
-12. The glory of His kingdom —v. 11a (vv. 12b, 13)
-13. His power —v. 11b
(4) He is gracious and merciful. —145:14-16
-14. He upholds all who fall —v. 14a
-15. He raises all who are bowed down —v. 14b
-16. He provides —vv. 15-16
(5) His righteousness and holiness —145:17-20

« Righteous in His ways and works —145:17
-17. He is righteous in all His ways —v. 17a
-18. He is holy in all His works —v. 17b
¢ To all who call upon Him —145:18
-19. He is nigh unto all that call upon Him in truth —v. 18
« To all who fear Him —145:19
-20. He will fulfil the desire of them that fear Him —v. 19a
-21. He will hear the cry of them that fear Him and save them —v. 19
* To all who love Him —145:20
-22. He preserves all them that love Him —v. 20

Fo.5 as ‘Auo pidey ‘0zsz Xod ‘€

3. His resolve to praise theokp —145:21
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¢ Notice who will praise Himin vv. 1, 4, 6, 7, 10, 21.
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» Each one of the next five Psalms begins and ends with “Praise
ye the lorp.” That makes ten occurrences in all.
—Also notice the crescendo of praise in these Psalms: Ps. 146,

“praise” occursinvv. 1, 2, and 10; Ps. 147, itoccursinvv. 1, 7, 12
and 20; Ps. 148, it occurs in 8 of the 14 verses; Ps. 149, in 4 of the
9 verses; and in Ps. 150, it occurs twice in each verse, and 3 times
in v. 1. The end is, “Let every thing that hath breath praise the
Lorp. Praise ye the drD”

“Salting the Oats”

Psalm 146 — From this, another Psalm of prais

e Psalm 146: — .
what further reasons for praising God are given

* “Praise the brp, O my soul” —v. 1.

1. A call to praise the d&rD —146:1-4
« He calls to praise —146:1
— Others
— His own soul

¢ His resolve —146:2
— “While I live will | praise the lorp” —V. 2.
« His warning —146:3-4
— Against foreign alliances
Cf. Isa. 2:22; 30:1-2; Jer. 17:5
— Possibly against trusting in man in general.

2. The reason for praise —146:5-10
(1) The reason why Israel should rejoice —146:5
* Notice, “the God of Jacob” — This is Israel’s God.
« Consider Jacob’s history.

(2) Why He deserves praise —146:6-10
« We will do with these verses much the same thing that we did with Ps:
145:3-20.

-1. He is the Creator. —146:6a

-2. He keeps truth for ever. —146:6b

-3. He executes judgment for the oppressed. —146:7a
-4. He gives food to the hungry. —146:7b

-5. He looses the prisoners. —146:7c

-6. He opens the eyes of the blind. —146:8a

-7. He raises them that are bowed down. —146:8b

-8. He (the lorp) loveth the righteous. —146:8c

-9. He (the lorp) preserves strangers. —146:9a

— The Lorp (Jehovah) is the name of God which pertains to Israel
however, he preserves those who are NOT of Israel.

-10. He relileves the fatherless and widow —146:9b
-11. He turns the way of the wicked upside down. —146:9c
-12. He (the God of Zion) shall reign for ever and ever. —146:10

» Psalm 147: Psalm 147 — What further reasons for praising Ga
are given in this another Psalm of praise?

* “Praise the brp” O Israel —147:1-2, 12, 19-20. A call to
those of the nation to praise Him. This Psalm has 3 stanzas:
Each of them begins with a call to praise Him.

1. The first call to praise —147-1-6
(1) The call —147:1
¢ Why praise Him ?
— “(ht is good to sing praises unto our God.”
— Itis pleasant.
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— Praise is comely (beautiful).
(2) The first cause for praise: —147:2-3
¢ His grace to Jerusalem and Israel: —147:2
— He builds up Jerusalem. —147:2
— He gathers the outcasts of Israel.
¢ His grace to the afflicted: —147:3
— He heals the broken in heart (spiritual).
— He binds up their wounds (phycical).
(3) The second cause for praise: —147:4-6
« His knowledge in His creation: —147:4
— He knows the number of the stars.
— He calls the stars by their names.
— This shows His immensity.
¢ His power and understanding: —147:5
— He is great and of great power.
— His understanding is infinite.
— This refers to His Omnipotence and Omniscience.
¢ His justice: —147:6
— He lifts up the meek, but ...
— He casts the wicked down to the ground.

2. The second call to praise —147:7-11

164

(1) The call —147:7
¢ Sing unto the brp with thanksgiving. (To Jehovah)
« Sing praises upon the harp unto our God. (To our Elohim)
(2) The first cause: His care over His creation —147:8-9
« His provision for a fruitful earth. —147:8
— He makes clouds and prepares rain.
— He makes the grass to grow (for animals).
« His provision for the animals —147:9
— He gives food to the beast, and ...
— Also to the young ravens which cry.
(3) The second cause: —147:10-11
¢ That in which He does not delight —147:10
— Not in the strength of the horse.
— He takes no pleasure in the legs of a man.
« Delight in those who fear Him. —147:11
— He takes pleasure in those who fear Him ...
— ... in those who hope in his mercy.

The third call to praise —147:12-20

(1) The call —147:12
« To Jerusalem to praise thewko.
« To Zion to praise their God.
(2) The first cause: —147:13-14
« His care for Jerusalem: —147:13
— He strengthened the bars of their gates (protection).
— He has blessed their children within them.
¢ His further blessing upon Jerusalemi147:14
— He made peace in their borders (peace).
— He filled them with the finest of the wheat (plenty)

— This is not true today, and it has not been for centuries. However i

will be true during the Millennium.
(3) The second cause: —147:15-20
e His sure Word —147:15-18
— Commanding the created things. —147:15
— His Word runs very swiftly.
— Hi gives wintry weather. (By his command?) —147:16-17
— By His Word he melts it all (snow, ice, etc.).—147:18

T0..5 as ‘Aud pidey ‘ozez xog ‘€ 1
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« His sure Word to his people —147:19 - - N
— He gave His word to Jacob (promise) Salting the Oats
— He gave his statutes and judgments to Israel (law)

¢ His unique relationship with Israel—147:20
— They are His chosen people.

— He has not dealt with any nother nation in this way.

— No other nation has known his “judgments,”

¢ Note the comparison, vv. 15-18 and v. 19. The same God who rules

the weather rules Israel. It is His Word in either case. SO IT IS WITH
THE CHRISTIAN.

¢ Then he ends with, “Praise ye thedp.” Would it not be, “Praise

Y E the Lorp,” urging us to praise Him also.

» Psalm 148: Psalm 148 — Who and what should give praise {

o

God?

» A Psalm of praise by all of God’s creation. Cf. Rev. 5:11-13;
19:1-6.“Praise thd_orp” All Creation —wv. 1, 7-12.

1. Praise by the heavens and all that is in them—148:1-6

(1) From whence is this praise to come? —148:1

¢ From the heavens

¢ In the heights

(2) Those who praise Him —148:2-4
« All His angels — all his hosts —148:2
* Heavenly bodies (sun, moon, stars) —148:3
« The heavens of heavens —148:4a

— Cf. Il Cor. 12:2. Or referring to the heaven where God is. Aterm like
“holy of holies,” or “Lord of lords.”

« The waters that are above the heavens. —148:4b

— See Genesis 1:7. These became rain during the Flood, but it may we

be that they will be restored during the Millennium.

(3) Why they are to praise Him —149:5-6
« He commanded and they were created. —149:5
* He also “stablished” them for ever. —149:6a
* He has made a permanent decree. —149:6b
2. Praise by the earth and all that is in it —148:7-14
(1) Earth and “all deeps” to praise Him —148:7

« He starts with dragons (dinosaurs).

— Compare Psalm 44:19; 74:13-14; Isaiah 43:20.
* He speaks of the deeps.

— See Genesis 1:2.

(2) Weather systems to praise Him —148:8

¢ Fire (lightening — | Pet. 3:10) and hail

* Snow and vapors

¢ Stormy wind

« All fulfill His Word.

(3) The earth and its fruit to praise Him —148:9

¢ Mountains and hills
« Trees: “fruitful,” and cedars

(4) Animals to praise Him —148:10
* Beasts, and all cattle

« Creeping things and flying fowl
(5) People of the earth to praise Him —148:11-12

« Kings of the earth (highest)

« All people (most lowly)

¢ Princes
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Psalm 149 — Give the how, who, what, and why @

praising God that is given in this Psalm.

f
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« All judges of the earth
¢ Young men and maidens (youth)
* Old men and children (all ages)
(6) Why should all on earth praise Him? —148:13-14
« His Name alone is excellent. —148:13a
« His glory is above the earth and heaven. —148:13b
— Earth and heaven had been praising Him. His glory is above all.
« All people, especially His people, are to praise Him —148:14

¢ Psalm 149:

 Praise to the &rp in the congregation of His saints. “Sing
unto the lorp a new song” —v. 1. “New song” —Psalms 33:3;
40:3; 96:1; and 98:1. It is in prophetic anticipation of their
Millennial King (v. 2).

1. A call to praise —149:1-4
(1) How to praise Him —149:1
¢ Sing a new song unto Him.
— See Psalm 40:3; 96:1; 98:1 and 144:9.
— When | became a Christian, He put a new song in my heart, and it
comes out of my mouth.
— Those old worldly songs were replaced with a better one.
— Notice, it does not say “to Him,” it says “unto Him.” There is a
difference.
« Sing his praise in the congregation of the saints.

(2) Who should praise Him? —149:2

« Let Israel rejoice in Him that made him.
« Let Zion (Jerusalem) be joyful in their King (Christ)

(3) By what means should they praise Him? —149:3
« Praise His Name in the dance.

— That wasn't the waltz, the “boogie,” or “rock and roll,” it was a
reverent, godly, and joyful dance, each person being alone. Defi-
nitely not in the arms of someone of the opposite gender.

¢ Sing praises unto Him with the timbrel and harp.

— Timbrel — A hand drum. More like the tambourine of our day, but
without anything which would jingle.

— Harp — A stringed musical instrument. There was great emphasis on
music among the Israelites. This is also so today.

(4) Why should they praise Him? —149:4
« His people rejoice in Him (v. 2), because He takes pleasure in Hig®
people (v. 4). ﬁ
— “He will beautify the meek with salvation” (Amen!). Compare Isa. 2
61:3, which is also Millennial. . N
N
2. A song of victory —149:5-9 g
(1) Let the saints praise Him —149:5 é
¢ Let them be joyful in glory. o
— He takes pleasure in His people (v. 4a). <
— He beautifies the meek with salvation, therefore they are joyful ing
that glory. g
« Let them sing aloud on their beds (as they rest). S
2

(2) They will praise as they conquer. —149:6-9

The high praises of God will be in their mouth, while they ...

Have a two-edged sword in their hand. —149:6

They will execute vengeance upon the heathen and punishments upon
the people (with that sword). —149:7

They will bind their rulers. —149:8

They will execute the judgment “written” (prophesied). —149:9a

Of of His saints have this honor. —149:9b
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¢ Psalm 150:

» “Praise ... the bro ... every thing that hath breath. "This is
the final Doxology of the entire Psalter. It expresses the theme

. thenWho and what? —150:6

Psalms

Raising Godly Generations

« Verses 6-9 speak of the conquering of the kings of the earth and the setti{?
up of the millennial Kingdom. The full end of all that is promised to Israel

“Salting the Oats”

awaits the millennial Kingdom. Israel has suffered greatly. In that da

there will be vengeance and victory.

« Again he ends with, “Prais¥ E the Lorb,”

Psalm 150 — What final instruction is given hereg

D

concerning our praise of God?

of the Psalms. It gives the summation of God’s praise. Notig

0]

where when andhow.

Another call to praise —150:1a

« Again it repeats, “Praise ye thekp.”

Where? ... —150:1c

¢ In His sanctuary — That would be in the Temple.

— Since this is a millennial Psalm, it refers to His millennial Temple.
¢ In the firmament — See Genesis 1:6—-7, 14-17 and Psalm 19:1.

— How can His people do that? This may indicate that some day God/s

people will praise Him throughout the entire extent of His creation

Again, we shall have to wait and Sééhis is certain andow it will take

place.

Why? ... —150:2

« Praise Him for His mighty acts.

— See Psalm 145:12.

— He created, He sustains, and oh so many other things!

— The greatest of His acts is that of saving men and women.
« Praise Himaccording toHis excellent greatness.

— “excellent” — refers to abundance

— “greatness” — greatness, magnitude, magnificence

— Notice that it does not say to “praise Hion His excellent greatness, but

“according to.” Now, that’s a difficult one. He will supply all our need
“according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19). It does no

say ‘out ofhis riches in glory.”

With what is He to be praised? ... —150:3-5

¢ The sound of the trumpet — That would be the shofar, or ram’s horn.

¢ Psaltry (harp) and harp (lyre) [Not too noisy]
¢ Timbrel — We saw that under Psalm 149:3.

« Dance (they danced each person alone, not in someone’s arms.

¢ Stringed instruments

¢ Organs (a kind of flute, they say)

¢ Loud cymbals (noisy kind)

¢ High sounding cymbals (higher pitched)

« “Let every thing that hath breath praise the LORD.

« “PraiseYE the LORD.” He is telling all of the readers of all time to praise
the Lorb.

We dare not read the Scriptures indifferently.

END OF

PSALMS
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