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Proverbs Raising Godly Generations

OVERVIEW OF PROVERBS

NEGATIVE ATTITUDES IN PROVERBS
[Good subjects for personal study. Read through the entire book.]

Adulteress Flatterer Riotous
Adulterer Foolish man Scorner
Arrogant Foolish woman Slothful
Backslider Froward Simple-minded
Backbiter Fretter Sinner
Bloodthirsty Glutton Sluggard
Boaster Greedy of gain Strange woman
Borrower Hasty of spirit Stranger
Brutish Haughty Talebearer
Contentious Hypocrite Thief
Conceited Impudent Transgressor
Cruel Indiscreet Violent man
Deceiver Liar Vain
Despiser Meddler Unfaithful man
Double minded Mischievous Ungodly
Drunkard Mocker Unjust
Evil man Naughty Wanderer
Evil woman Odious Whisperer
Envier Oppressor Wicked man
Enemy Proud Wounded brother
False witness Rebel Wrathful
Fearful

—Life Notebook, Institute in Basic Youth Conflicts

SEVEN SERIOUS SINS TO SHUN – FROM PROVERBS

(1) Sexual impurity —5:3–5, 20–21

(2) Laziness (Indolence) —6:6–8
[Love of ease and sleep condemned —6:4, 9–11; 10:5;
19:15; 20:13; etc.]

—22:3
—20:4

 Then: —12:17; 13:4

(3) Drunkenness —31:4; 20:1; 23:29–35

(4) Untruthfulness —6:16–19; 19:9
Cf. Eph. 4:15 —12:18
Then: —12:17, 19, 22

(5) Scoffing (“scorner”) —1:22; 3:34; 13:1; 14:6
Then: —12:23

(6) Pride —16:18;
Then: —18:12; 15:25; 13:10;

11:2; 29:23.

(7) Anger —14:17a; 16:32
Cf. Eph. 4:31–32 & James 1:19–20
Then: —Prov. 12:16

1. Introduction —Prov. 1:1–6

• Proverbs 1:

(1) Purpose of the book —1:1–6
• Object and result of a study of this book:

• Notice: “To” in vv. 2, 3, 4, and 6.

• Who will hear? —v. 5

What principles of child rearing do we find in the
book of Proverbs?

What warnings, guidelines and instruction do we
find concerning the use of our tongue in the
book of proverbs?

Proverbs 1 — What principles for child rearing do
we find in the book of Proverbs?
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Raising Godly Generations Proverbs

(2) The Theme of the book —1:7

2. Proverbs FOR a Son —Prov. 1:8 — 9:18
• (Fatherly Counsel, and advice is given) —Fourteen ad-

dresses, all introduced by, “My son”:

(1) Listen! Prov. 1:8
• “Instruction” of father, and “law” of mother. They are an

ornament!

(2) Don’t cast your lot! —Prov. 1:10
• The enticement of sinners.

(3) Don’t walk in the way of sinners! —Prov. 1:15
• On the one hand the sinner calls (1:10–19); while on the

other hand wisdom cries (1:20–33). [Wisdom personified.
—Cf. I Cor. 1:30.]

• Proverbs 2:

(4) Prov. 2:1 —The results of learning and pursuing wis-
dom. Wisdom will deliver:

-1. Notice how to pursue it (6 statements) —2:2–4.
• (See I Peter 2:2 in connection with Prov. 2:3)

-2. See the source of wisdom and its results —2:5–9

-3. Wisdom delivers from the evil man —2:10–15

-4. Wisdom delivers from the evil woman —2:16–19
• (More on this in chapters 7 — 9)

-5. The blessing of uprightness —2:20–22

• Proverbs 3:

(5) The rewards of wisdom (3:1) —3:1–10
• “let thine heart keep my commandments” — Let  it!

-1. Length of days —3:2

-2. Favor and good understanding —3:4

-3. Know the LORD’s direction —3:5–6
• (Contrast Prov. 28:26)

-4. Reward of fearing the LORD —3:7–8

-5. Promise —3:9–10
• Plenty for honoring the LORD

(6) Despise not the LORD’s chastening (3:11)—3:11–12

(7) The great value of wisdom —3:13–20

• Note: Wisdom’s part in the creation —3:19–20

Proverbs 2 — What principles for child rearing do
we find in the book of Proverbs?

Proverbs 3 - What principles for child rearing do we
find in the book of Proverbs?
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Proverbs Raising Godly Generations

(8)Keep wisdom and discretion (3:21) —3:21–26
• What it will do —3:22–24

• Don’t fear, for the LORD will be thy confidence —3:25–26

(9) Various instructions —3:27–35

-1. Pay your debts when you can —3:27–29

-2. Don’t strive for no cause —3:30

-3. Don’t envy the oppressor —3:31–32

-4. God deals righteously —3:33–35

•Proverbs 4:

(10)A Call (4:1) —4:1–9
• Call to listen to the instruction of his father
• What wisdom will do —4:7–9

(11) Another call (4:10) —4:10–13
• From his father to heed his sayings, “and the years of thy

life shall be many.”

• The blessings which will result —4:11–13

• “… for she is thy life.” —v. 13b

(12)Warning —4:14–19
• Against taking the path of the wicked

• The wicked described —4:16–17, 19

• Contrasted with the path of the just —4:18

(13)Attend (4:20) —4:20–22
• ”attend to my words … they are life,” and health

• Exhortation to “Keep thy heart with all diligence” — to be
and to do right —4:23–27

• Notice the various verbs: “Keep,” “Put away,” “look,”
“Ponder” (weigh); “let,”  “Turn not,” and “remove.”

• Proverbs 5:

(14) Another Call to “My Son” (5:1) —5:1–23

-1. The Call and Expected Result —5:1–2
• ”… attend” and “bow thine ear” —5:1. To what end?

—5:2

-2. Warning against the “strange woman”—5:3–23
• Wisdom will protect against the wicked woman.

1. The result (end) of it —5:3–14

2. Where her feet go —v. 5

3. Don’t give your honor and wealth to others —
vv. 9–10.

4. The healthy view of sex —5:15-19

5. God will judge the ways of this person —5:20–23

Proverbs 4 — What principles for child rearing do
we find in the book of Proverbs?

Proverbs 5 — What principles for child rearing to
we find in the book of Proverbs?
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• Proverbs 6:

(15)Don’t be surety for your friend. (6:1) —6:1–5
• That is, do not become liable for the financial obligations

of a friend. And don’t become a partner with a stranger.

• To be surety is to cosign.

• If you have done so, deliver yourself at once. Don’t even
sleep, get it straightened out! —6:3–5

(16)Avoid laziness —6:6–11

• The ant, the ambitious worker contrasted with the
sluggard (the lazy man) —6:6–8

• Description of the sluggard —6:9–11

(17)The calamities of the “naughty” person —6:12–15
• He is described here.

(18)Seven abominable things —6:16–19

• These are 7 specific things hated by the LORD:
Are you guilty of these? Yes, God hates these things!

-1. A proud look —Oh pride! It was Satan’s sin (Isa. 14:13–
14). —I Pet. 5:5

-2. A lying tongue —Psa. 58:3 (from the womb men go
forth speaking lies) —Psa. 120:2–3

-3. Hands that shed innocent blood —Abortion!?! —Num.
35:33; Deut. 19:10, 13; 21:9; II Kings. 21:16; 24:4

-4. An heart that deviseth wicked imaginations —Matt.
15:19; Gen. 6:5

-5. Feet that be swift in running to mischief —Isa. 59:7

-6. A false witness that speaketh lies —Perjury —with
Christ (Matt. 26:59–61; Luke 23:2), with Stephen (Acts
6:11), and with Paul (Acts 24:5–9). Prov. 19:5, 9; 21:28;
12:17

–7. He that soweth discord among brethren —Talebearing,
backbiting, stirring up trouble—see 6:14. Contrast Matt.
5:9.

(19)Another appeal to the son (6:20) —6:20–22

-1. The Appeal —6:20–21

1. Keep the fathers “commandment” —v. 20a

2. To not forsake the “law” of the mother —v. 20b

3. “Bind,” “tie” —v. 21

-2. Instructions —6:22
• Notice the instructions for meditation (note the differ-

ent order — this is how it is done). One begins with the
Scriptures—study, meditation, etc.:

1. When thou goest (the final result, #3) —Daily walk.

2. When thou sleepest (the means, #1). Subconscious.

Proverbs 6 — What principles for child rearing do
we find in the book of Proverbs?
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3. When thou awakest (the result, #2). Conscious (Psa.
119:97, 16)…

(20)The father’s commandment and the law of the mother
will keep the son from adultery —6:23–35

• Notice the results of this sin in these verses. They speak
of the utter foolishness of immorality.

• Compare Prob. 6:25 with Matt. 5:27–28.

• The immoral woman can captivate with her eyelids —
6:25

• Restitution is impossible —vv. 34–35.

• Proverbs 7:

(14)Appeal to befriend Wisdom (7:1) —7:1–5

-1. The account of a young man enticed by an adulter-
ous woman —7:6–23
• Notice how her character is described —7:10–12

• See how she entices him —7:13–21

• How does God describe the fall of this man —7:22–23

-2. Warning against the wicked woman and her evil
ways —7:24–27
• Notice, it begins with the heart —7:25

• Also notice the end of her evil —7:26–27

• Wisdom is personified and exalted (contrasted with
the wicked woman of Prov. 7) —Prov. 8 — 9
• Notice, it does not contrast the faithful, dutiful wife with

the unchaste, adulterous woman of Prov. 7.
• It does not contrast the beauties of family life.
• It contrasts Wisdom! Cf. 8:1–3 with 7:12 (9:1–3), and

9:4–6  with 7:7.

• Proverbs 8:

–1. The cry and character of wisdom —8:1–21
• She is everywhere crying —8:2–3

• Truth and righteousness —8:7–8

• Value of Wisdom —8:11–21

• Seek it early —8:17 [Also true of Christ.]

–2. The antiquity of wisdom —8:22–31
• Wisdom and the creation —cf. v. 22 and I Cor. 1:30

• These statements are also true of Christ (I Cor. 1:24;
Col. 2:3).

–3. The appeal of wisdom —8:32–36
• How to be blessed —8:34.

• See how this applies to Christ —8:35–36, and compare

I John 5:11–12 and John 14:6.

Proverbs 7 — What principles of child rearing do we
find in the book of Proverbs?

Proverbs 8 — What principles for child rearing do
we find in the book of Proverbs?
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• Proverbs 9:

–4. Wisdom’s invitation —9:1–18

1. Her invitation —9:1–6
Contrast it with that of 7:13–21 (also 9:13–18). Today we
have a great and wonderful invitation. See Matt. 22:1–14;
II Cor. 5:20.

Wisdom’s house (9:1), contra. the house of 7:27.

2. Contrasting a “scoffer” with the wise —9:7–12.
Scoffer = scorner. One who scorns truth and scoffs at it.

Where wisdom begins —9:10 (cf. 8:13, and remember 1:7
where it is introduced).

And the benefits of wisdom: long years —9:11.

3. The foolish woman (again) (9:12) —9:13–18
Where she calls (9:14–15).
Who enters (9:16).
Her message: Deceit, concealment (9:17).
The end (9:18).

3. Proverbs BY Solomon    —Prov. 10:1 — 19:19
• Wiersbe calls these “Wisdom’s Contrasts.”
• Notice that it does not use the second person (Thy, Thee)

but the third person (He, Him, His, They, Them).

• Proverbs 10:

–1. Contrasting Righteousness and Wickedness —10:1
— 15:33

• Random selected verses1 :
(1) A wise son —10:1
(2) The slack hand —10:4
(3) The just – the wicked —10:6, 11

Blessings — ”violence”
“life” contr. 7:27; 9:18; cf. v. 16; and 11:19

(4) Hatred versus love —10:12
Love covereth all sins. See 17:9; I Cor. 13:4–7; and James
5:20.

(5) Harvest of the righteous and the wicked—10:16
(6) Who heeds instruction? —10:17
(7) The hypocrite and the slanderer – fools!—10:18
(8) Tame your lips. —10:19
(9) The fool and the understanding —10:23

The fool considers his mischief to be sport.
Wisdom characterizes the man of understanding.

(10) To every man is imparted his due. —10:24
The fear of the wicked comes upon him.
The desire of the righteous shall be granted to him. [Psa. 37:4;
Prov. 15:8]

1 The verses listed as Random selected verses are those which this
instructor has underlined in his Bible. Other verses will stand out to you
as you read. Proverbs is a good book to underline. One thing, though,
once you underline a verse it will stand out above the other verses.

Proverbs  9 — What principles of child rearing do
we find in the book of Proverbs?

Proverbs  10 — What principles for child rearing do
we find in the book of Proverbs?
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(11) Contrasting length of days —10:27
(12) Hopes of man —10:28, 11:7, 23

• Proverbs 11:

(13) The talebearer vs. the faithful. —11:13

(14) Safety in the multitude of counselors —11:14
(15) Hate suretyship —11:15

Don’t be surety for the obligations of another.

(16) Righteousness tendeth to life. —11:19

(17) A “fair woman … without discretion” —11:22
What a comparison! As a jewel of Gold in a pig’s snout.

(18) The liberal soul shall be made fat. —11:24–25
(19) He that winneth souls is wise. —11:30

He will win souls because he is wise. The winning of the lost
may increase wisdom. But he is not saying this

(20) Recompense of righteous and wicked —11:31

• Proverbs 12:

(21) Love instruction. —12:1
If one loves instruction, he loves knowledge.
The word “brutish” means stupid.

(22) The virtuous woman —12:4
For the virtuous woman, see Prov. 31:10–31.
She is a crown to her husband. She makes him a king.
She that makes him ashamed is as rottenness to his bones.

(23) The fool is satisfied with his way. —12:15
To hearken means to pay attention, to listen with the intention
of obeying.

(24) A fool will not hide his shameful wrath.—12:16
(25) The truthful tells what is right. —12:17
(26) The wise does not have a sharp tongue.—12:18
(27) The diligent and the slothful —12:24

Joseph is a great illustration of this. He ruled Egypt.

(28) How to lift up the heavy heart —12:25
(29) Life in the way of righteousness —12:28

How may a man be just before God? The just shall live by faith
(Rom. 1:17). See Rom. 4:1–8.

• Proverbs 13:

(30) On real riches —13:7–8
(31) What brings contention? Pride. —13:10
(32) Hope that is deferred —13:12

It is difficult to wait for our desires to be fulfilled, but when
they are, “it is a tree of life.”

(33) The way of the transgressors is hard. —13:15
(34) A faithful ambassador is health. —13:17
(35) To him that refuses instruction —13:18

It means “poverty and shame.”
He that pays attention to reproof will be honored.

Proverbs 11 — What principles for child rearing do
we find in the book of Proverbs?

Proverbs 12 — What principles for child rearing do
we find in the book of Proverbs?

Proverbs 13 — What principles for child rearing do
we find in the book of Proverbs?
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(36) Watch your company. —13:20 and 14:7

(37) Chastisement shows love. —13:24

• Proverbs 14:

(38) All worthwhile things have a cost. —14:4

(39) To man, his way seems right. —14:12
The end of man’s way is death.
And see 16:25.

(40) Laughter can be deceitful. —14:13

(41) The hasty temper brings foolish action.—14:17

(42) What dishonoring the poor involves—14:20, 31
It is to dishonor his Maker. Don’t have respect of persons
because of money.

(43) Work, don’t talk. —14:23

(44) The true witness delivers souls. —14:25

(45) A slow temper shows understanding, —14:29
Compare this with 14:17.

(46) How is a nation exalted? Righteousness.—14:34
The answer to America’s ills. We need righteousness.

(47) The king’s favor toward a wise servant—14:35

• Proverbs 15:

(48) A soft answer turns away wrath. —15:1

(49) God delights in the prayer of the righteous.—15:8
But the sacrifices of the wicked are an abomination to Him.

(50) A scoffer does not want reproof. —15:12

(51) What a merry heart does. —15:13

(52) One’s disposition affects his life attitude. —15:15

(53) Little can be better then much.—15:16 and 16:8

(54) Love makes the difference at mealtime.—15:17

(55) The wise and the foolish son. —15:20
A wise son manes his father glad.
A foolish son despises his mother. [How can you tell he is
foolish? By how he treats his mother — and his grand-
mother.]

(56) What an appropriate answer does. —15:23

(57) The righteous studies before answering.—15:28

(58) The LORD is far from the wicked. —15:29
He hears the prayer of the righteous.

(59) The value of fear and humility. —15:33
The word “instruction” signifies correction which results in
education — discipline.

Fear and humility are parallels here. Fear signifies a rever-
ence, or, “a phrase of the O.T. piety, meaning reverential
trust, with hatred of evil.’ [Scofield note on Ps. 19:9]

–2. Encouragement to godly lives —16:1 — 19:19

• Random selected verses:

Proverbs 14 — What principles for child rearing do
we find in the book of Proverbs?

Proverbs 15 — What principles for child rearing do
we find in the book of Proverbs?
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• Proverbs 16:

(1) God’s work in the plans and acts of men.—16:1
He prepares the hearts of men to make decisions and to give an
answer.

(2) What is one of man’s main problems? —16:2
To whom does he answer?

(3) How to have “established” thoughts. —16:3
“Commit” = Lit., to roll. We roll our works upon the LORD.
To be “established” means fixed. God brings them into being
and its existence is a fixed certainty. See 4:26; 16:12; 20:18.

(4) How iniquity is purged. —16:6
By mercy and truth — God’s mercy and His truth.
The fear of the LORD causes men to turn from evil (to repent.).
[See on 15:33, above.] Also see I John 3:2–3.

(5) The result of pleasing the LORD. —16:7
See the example of this in I Kings. 11:14–28.

(6) To what does pride lead? —16:18
(7) What value is wisdom? —16:22

“Instruction” speaks of corrective discipline.

(8) What do pleasant words do? —16:24

(9) What is the end of man’s way? —16:25

(10) How dangerous is gossip —16:28

(11) How is the gray head “a crown of glory.”—16:31

(12) How important is self-control? —16:32

• Proverbs 17:

(13) How precious is a peaceable home! —17:1
Compare 15:17.

(14) God refines our character. —17:3
Compare James 1:2–4; I Peter 5:7.

(15) Where is glory in the family? —17:6
Grandchildren, a crown of their grandfathers.
Fathers, the glory of their children.

(16) How do we treat our sinning brother? —17:9
Cf. 10:12; James 5:20.
What other way can we go, and what damage will it do?

(17) What kind of person profits from reproof?—17:10

(18) What kind of man seeks rebellion? —17:11
What will happen to him?

(19) Why should contention be stopped early?—17:14

(20) Why do some people only find fault? —17:20
“froward” = perverse [When you look in a mirror, you see a
perverse (reversed) image of yourself. Right is left, and left
is right.]

What happens to a perverse tongue? “Perverse” means turned
over. It is upside down.

(21) How does a merry heart affect health? —17:22

(22) How can you be counted wise? —17:28
It is better to keep your mouth shut and let people think you to
be stupid than to open it and leave no doubt.

Proverbs 16 — What principles for child rearing
do we find in the book of Proverbs?

Proverbs 17 — What principles for child rearing do
we find in the book of Proverbs?
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• Proverbs 18:

(23) Why does a fool not learn? —18:2
What they really want: “that his heart may discover itself.”
[How this applies to our day! — Most of them could just look
in a mirror, they would find what they are looking for.]

(24) To whom is the slothful kin? —18:9
(25) Why we should be quick to hear. —18:13

Cf. James. 1:19

(26) What is the power of the human spirit?—18:14
What will his spirit do?
What does it mean to have a “wounded spirit”? By what means
can a spirit be wounded?

(27) Why must we not offend a brother? —18:19
(28) What is the power of the tongue? —18:21

See Prov. 13:2.

(29) A wife is a good thing. —18:22
To understand this more fully, see Prov. 19:14 and 12:4.
The kind of wife to find is seen in Prov. 31:10–31,
God designed it so. See Gen. 2:18, 21–25.

(30) How may we have friends? —18:24
Who is this Friend mentioned in the second part of the verse?

• Proverbs 19:

(31) How are we to treat the poor? —19:4, 17
How to have friends (19:4). Are these faithful friends? Also
see 19:6.

Is God ever debtor to any man (19:17)?

(32) What is the plight of the poor? —19:7
(33) What happens to the false witness? —19:11

Compare 19:5. His punishment is sure.

(34) What sort of home must we avoid? —19:13
What does the foolish son represent? Is it serious?
With what does He compare the contentions of a wife? Think
about this comparison.

(35) Who gives what? —19:14
Who gives house and riches?
Who gives the prudent wife? What then must every young man
do about a wife?

(36) How long in life must we chasten a child?—19:18
While there is hope. Hope for what?
Should his crying cause us to stop, if the job is not finished?
How can we know that the chastening IS finished?

(37) Is there hope for a man of great wrath?—19:19
What is meant by “a man of great wrath”?
Why must he be delivered again?

4. Proverbs FOR a Son    —Prov. 19:20 — 24:34
• (Again, Fatherly Counsel, and advice is given.) —Six

addresses beginning with, “My Son”:

–1. Encouragement to godly lives —19:20–26
• Random selected verses:

(1) Our plans, or God’s counsel? —19:21
We scheme. God executes or consummates. The LORD’s pur-
pose always stands!

Proverbs 18 — What principles for child rearing do
we find in the book of Proverbs?

Proverbs 19 — What principles for child rearing do
we find in the book of Proverbs?
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(2) What do smiting and reproof accomplish?—19:25
For the simple? —Cf. 21:11
For those who have understanding?

(3) How can a son cause shame? —19:26

–2. Exhortations to a son —19:27 — 24:34

• Random Selected Texts from This Section of Proverbs:
(1) Prov. 19:27 —Call to cease from hearing instruction which

would lead him astray.
(2) Prov. 23:15 —What makes him rejoice in his son: If his heart

be wise —vv. 15:18.
(3) Prov. 23:19 —Call to hear and be wise; to not be among

winebibbers and gluttons —vv. 19–25.
(4) Prov. 23:26 —Call to his son to give him his heart; to avoid

immorality and tarring long at the wine —vv. 26–35.
(5) Prov. 24:13 —Eat honey, for so shall “the knowledge of

wisdom be to thy soul,” sweet —24:13–20
(6) Prov. 24:21 —Fear the LORD and the king —vv. 21–22.

–3. More encouragement to godly lives —19:27 — 24:33

• Random selected verses from this section [Note , it over-
laps the “Exhortations to a son,” above.]

• Proverbs 20:
(1) What does “wine” do? —20:1

This applies to any form of alcoholic beverage.

(2) What about giving a just measure? —20:10
Also see 20:23.
While living in Nicaragua, this writer learned that some
merchants there had two balances, one for buying and an-
other for selling. This is what is meant in these two proverbs.

How does the LORD regard these?

(3) How are even a child’s intentions known? —20:11
“Even a child” – we recognize this truth in adults. But God
says here that it begins with the child.

See Matt. 7:16, 20; 12:33 and others. Your margin probably
has other references listed beside each of these verses.

(4) Why did God make the ear and the eye?—20:12
Are they only to be ornaments?

(5) Why is the buyer hypocritical here? —20:14
(6) What is the more valuable? —20:15
(7) What is the penalty for cursing parents?—20:20

See Exod. 21:17 and Matt. 15:4.
Now you know what it means to have one’s “lamp” put out.

(8) How does one get an inheritance hastily? —20:21
See Luke 15:11–12. Did he await the death of his father?
The Jews had a better way than we.

(9) What is the beauty of old men? —20:29

• Proverbs 21:

(10) Is the ruler above God’s influence? —21:1
That’s obvious! However, two illustrations from Scripture:
For one, see Ezra 6:22. For another, see Esther 6:1–3. [Our
leaders today think they can ignore God. How mistaken they
are!]

Proverbs 20 — What principles for child rearing to
we find in the book of Proverbs?

Proverbs 21 — What principles for child rearing do
we find in the book of Proverbs?
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(11) To whom do we answer? —21:2
Cf. 24:12.
Also, see I Cor. 4:3–5.

(12) What is more acceptable than sacrifice? —21:3
“justice” = righteousness – It means doing right.
“judgment” - justice - It means being just.

(13) What things are sin? Why? —21:4
”The plowing (fallowing) of the wicked is sin.” Contrast Jer.
4:3 and study Hos. 10:12.

(14) When is a large home not enough? —21:9
(15) See on Prov. 19:25. —21:11
(16) Why should we care for the poor? —21:13

A businessman said, “I’ve been broke, but I’ve never been
poor. Poor is in your head. Broke is in your pocket.” Many so-
called poor today are not really poor. They are lazy or
careless. A handout will not do if there is not a “hand up.”

(17) Can this be done without it being bribery?—21:14
God condemns bribery. But, see Prov. 18:16 and 19:6.

(18) Compare 21:9 with this. —21:19
What can men and women learn from this?

(19) What is the lazy man’s biggest problem?—21:25
Is it desire?

(20) What more can we learn about the lazy?—21:26
What he does all day long.
He is not righteous.

(21) What corrupts the sacrifice of the wicked?—21:27
Cf. 15:8

• Proverbs 22:

(22) To what is a good name superior? —22:1
(23) Who have a common origin? —22:2

To whom are both responsible?

(24) What do we see about child rearing here? —22:6
How must he be trained up? To train here means more than
instruction, it is a Heb. root meaning “dedicate, or inaugu-
rate.” It does not refer to education alone, but to discipline.
Abram had “trained” servants (Gen. 14:14).

Does it say he will depart and come back?

(25) What do we lose when we borrow? —22:7
Who rules whom?
What is the borrower?

(26) How do we cast out what every child has?—22:15
What do they have? To what extent?
How is it driven “far from him”?

(27) What surely happens to the oppressor? —22:16
See 22:22–23.
What will the LORD do for the poor? (22:23)

(28) Is God concerned about property markers?—22:28
Cf. 23:10 and Deut. 19:14 – This refers to boundary markers.
To move them is to steal land. [This writer was a Land
Surveyor for more than 30 years. People do move markers!]

(29) What is the future of the diligent? —22:29
There are many illustrations of this in Scripture, Joseph,
David, Daniel, and many others.

Proverbs 22 — What principles for child rearing do
we find in the book of Proverbs?
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• Proverbs 23:

(30) Restrain yourself when at a ruler’s table.—23:1–3
Missionaries and other Christian workers must learn manners
and exercise self-control when eating with others. It must be
a habit, so you will not shame yourself at a ruler’s table.

(31) Don’t withhold correction. —23:13–14
Discipline shall deliver his soul from hell. [It may prevent an
early death, and it will drive him to Christ.]

(32) How does he warn against drink. —23:29–35
Verse 31 warns against drinking wine which is totally fer-
mented. That is only 14% (or 28 proof). The wine of today is
under the Bible’s category of “mixed” or “mingled” drink. It
is OUT!! PROHIBITED!!! [The person who translates
“moveth” as “goes down smoothly” has never witnessed
fermentation, and is not a careful student of the Bible.]

• Proverbs 24:

(33) How and why is a wise man strong? —24:5
(34) Why should we seek godly counsel? —24:6

Look at this also in light of verse 5, above.

(35) What problem has the fool with wisdom?—24:7
We can see why in 14:6 and 17:16.
Their judges sat in the gate of the city. The fool won’t be there
to open his mouth in judgment.

(36) What is sin here!!? —24:9
Even the Old Testament refers to thoughts. See Mark 7:20–23.
What about the “scorner” (or scoffer)?

(37) How may we be alert to needs? —24:10–12
Consider both the spiritual and the physical needs of mankind.
Who regards and judges our careless attitude about this?

(38) How should knowledge be to our soul? —24:13–14
(39) What will a just man do when he falls?—24:16

See if you can figure out why this is so?

(40) Your attitude when your enemy falls? —24:17–18
Dare we gloat?
What might the LORD do?

(41) What happens to the slothful person?—24:30–34
Describe this fellow from the passage.
What is the state of his affairs?

5. Proverbs BY Solomon   —Prov. 25:1 — 26:28
• Copied by the men of Hezekiah from the royal library.

• Proverbs 25:

–1. Relationships with kings —25:1–7

(1) God hides, kings search out. —25:2
God’s glory is seen — Rom. 11:33 and Deut. 29:29.
Man has in him to search out — to conquer (see Gen. 1:28).

(2) What kind of counsel must the king have? —25:5
What kinds of counselors would the king need?
What will the result be?

(3) Humility before the king —25:6–7
See Luke 14:7–11. Those “important” people should have

Proverbs 23 — What principles for child rearing do
we find in the book of Proverbs?

Proverbs 24 — What principles for child rearing do
we find in the book of Proverbs?

Proverbs 25 — What principles for child rearing do
we find in the book of Proverbs?
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learned from these verses in Proverbs.
What can we learn from this?

–2. Relationships with neighbors —25:8–20

(1) The right way to settle disputes? —25:9
Compare this with Matt. 18:15. When there is a problem with
another, to whom must we go first?

(2) What is meant by “a word fitly spoken”?—25:11
To what does he compare it? Why is this so?

(3) How does the wise regard reproof? —25:12

(4) A braggart is like what? —25:14
Think about that comparison and write down your observa-
tions. [Christians should study the Bible with pen or pencil
in hand. They should keep the record of their observations.]

(5) How much honey should we eat? —25:16
Why? Also see 25:27.

(6) How can we violate this verse? —25:17
Talk about wearing out one’s welcome! [See I Tim. 5:14. But
it refers to all.]

–3. Relationships with enemies —25:21–24
(1) How should you treat your enemy?—25:21–22

Cf. Rom. 12:20

(2) What can you do to stop gossip? —25:23
(3) We have seen this before. —25:24

See 21:9 — also 19:13 and 27:15.

–4. Relating to oneself —25:25 — 26:2

(1) To what is lack of self-control compared?—25:28
Would you say that God regards such a condition to be serious?
What may attack such a person? Does he have any defenses?
[Think this over and jot down your thoughts — apply it
personally.]

• Proverbs 26:

(2) Is honor appropriate for a fool? Why not? —26:1
With what does he compare honor for a fool?

(3) “A curse causeless” —26:2
This means that, in order for a curse to be effective, there must
be a cause. That is, innocent people cannot be cursed.

–5. Relationships with fools —26:3–12

(1) How must we answer a fool? —26:4–5
This is not a contradiction.
Explain why for v. 4 and then for v. 5.

(2) Do we bind stones in a sling? Why not?—26:8
Would a stone bound in a sling be effective as a weapon?
Does honor to a fool do any good?

(3) Explain the comparison here. —26:9
They don’t get the point!

(4) Can a fool be cured of his foolishness?—26:11
(5) What about the conceited man? —26:12

Compare 26:16 for one such man.

–6. Relationships with the slothful —26:13–16

Proverbs 26 — What principles for child rearing do
we find in the book of Proverbs?
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—The lazy, or slothful, person.

• How does he avoid work?

–7. Relationships with vicious talkers —26:17–28

(1) How may one meddle with strife? —26:17
Remember, the dogs in Israel were not tamp pets as we have.
To “meddle” means, lit., to cross over, or to transgress. He
sticks his nose in someone else’s business.

“Strife” here can be a physical, verbal, or legal contest.
Consider the comparison. What kind of a spot would one be in
if he had a vicious dog by the ears?

(2) What sort would deceive for fun? —26:18–19
The idea of “in sport” is joking. What about the practical joke?
What is such a person likened to in 26:18?

(3) What kind of person stirs strife? —26:20–21
The talebearer is to a strife like what is to a fire?
What kind of man kindles strife (26:21)?

(4) What kinds of words are these? —26:22
What are they like, and what do they do?

(5) The root of the tongue’s problem? —26:23
According to the context, the lips would be burning to say
good things.

A potsherd is a piece of broken pottery.
Dross consists of the impurities separated from silver. It is not
silver, just looks to be. It is a worthless thing.

(6) Can we believe a person who hates?—26:24–26
Where is his hatred located?
What does he do with his lips?
To dissemble here means to pretend.

(7) What does this tell us about retribution?—26:27

(8) Two sins of the tongue? —26:28
First — it afflicts.
Secondly — it works ruin.

6. Proverbs FOR a Son      —Prov. 27:1 — 29:27
• Begins without any formal introduction.

• Proverbs 27:

–1. How to live —27:1–27

(1) What about tomorrow? —27:1
James 4:13–16. [Luke 12:19–20]

(2) What about praising oneself? —27:2
See 25:27 — seek not your own glory.
[When one’s product, ministry, or whatever must depend upon
self-promotion – advertisement, it will not succeed. But the
praise of others is the very best advertisement possible. This
also applies to a Church!]

(3) What is worse than wrath or anger? —27:4
(4) Why is this so? —27:5–6

See 28:23.
Also, Pr. 3:11–12 and 13:24. Chastening, correction, rebuke,
all are designed to help.

(5) The difference between full and hungry?—27:7

• Note again, “My Son,” in Prov. 27:11.

Proverbs 27 — What principles for child rearing do
we find in the book of Proverbs?
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(6) We saw this in 19:13. —27:15
See also 21:9, 19.

(7) What does a steel do to a knife? —27:17
How can we do this to our friends?

(8) What about the eyes of man? —27:20
See Eccl. 1:8 and 4:8b.
Evidently, from the context, in a bad sense.

(9) Why watch over possessions? —27:23–24
This refers to care, not the greed of the rich man of Luke
12:16–21.

Why does he say this is important? And compare 27:1.
And continue from 27:25–27. What does he show?

• Proverbs 28:

–2. Relationship to the Law —28:1–10
(1) What is the problem of the wicked? —28:1

See Lev. 26:7–8 – Israel would put their enemies to flight.
Then, in Lev. 26:17 and 36 they would flee because of their
wickedness. [Might does not make right., but right makes
might, and we had better not forget that.]

(2) What does abomination mean? —28:9
What would make one’s prayers an abomination?
See 15:8 which implies this same truth. Also see 21:27.
Every Christian should know  Psa. 66:18.

–3. Relationship to wealth —28:11–28
(1) What should we be quick to do? —28:13

See I John 1:9 as a parallel. [… this writer’s life verse, for he
has had to claim it so often.]

(2) How to have plenty? —28:19
What is the lesson here about, getting with it? About being
busy. About being on time with your work!

On the other hand, what brings poverty?

(3) With what is faithfulness contrasted? —28:20
This word translated “faithful” means firmness, fidelity, steadi-
ness. He is dependable. He steadily and faithfully plods on.
[How does this apply to the Pastor who wants to build a
Church very quickly?]

Since he is not innocent, he shall suffer punishment, or penalty
for his haste. Cf. I Tim. 6:6–10 concerning love of riches.

(4) What will happen to this man in a rush?—28:22
What is his hurry? Cf. v. 20.
What is his problem?
What is his end?

(5) Why is rebuke better than flattery? —28:23
(6) A robber of parents equals what? —28:24

Cf. Mark 7:10–13

(7) What does the proud of heart do? —28:25
Cf. 13:10
With what is the proud of heart contrasted in this verse? What
are the contrasting results?

• Proverbs 29:

–4. Relationship to the careless —29:1–27
(1) Why must we accept reproof? —29:1

Proverbs 28 — What principles for child rearing do
we find in the book of Proverbs?

Proverbs 29 — What principles for child rearing do
we find in the book of Proverbs?
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(2) Does character matter in a ruler? —29:2
In a democratic nation, what should be the main concern about
electing a leader? Or, what should be their main qualification
for office?

(3) What is wrong with flattery? —29:5
It makes him feel good (?)! It helps his self esteem (?)! But
what does God say about it?

(4) What do the righteous consider? —29:7
If a person does not consider this, is that person righteous?

(5) If you talk too much, what does it show?—29:11
(6) What does God say about discipline? —29:15

What does society say about it these days?
Neglect discipline and what will happen?

(7) The result of “no vision”? —29:18
Vision here is the same as in I Sam. 3:1, referring to a
revelation from God. Note the contrast in this verse: “he that
keepeth the Law.”

[True vision must come from the Lord — whether a vision for
a ministry, a vision of the Lord Himself, or of divine Truth. We
have the Scriptures.]

(7) What lesson do we learn here? —29:20
See James 1:19.
Compare Prov. 26:12.

(8) What is true of anger and fury? —29:22
(9) Whom must we fear most? —29:25

If we fear man rather than God, what happens.
How can we be safe? And why is this so?

• Proverbs 30:

7. Proverbs by Agur (“collector”)   —Prov. 30:1–33

• Agur means “collector.” It could refer to Solomon as a
collector of Proverbs. He is son of Ja´keh (“hearken-
ing”). His name is not given elsewhere in Scripture,
thus, it could refer to David as the one who hearkened.

• Prov. 30:4 is “God Almighty’s great question spoken out
of eternity into time.”

• Random selected verses:
(1) It is every ________. —30:5

The Bible is verbally inspired. That is, every word is God-
breathed.

He is a Shield [See Gen. 15:1 in light of Gen. 14.]
Also, compare 29:25b.

(2) Name the ways we can add to His Word. —30:6
Should we then be careful how we teach and preach. Should
those who work with children not be careful about their Bible
stories? How else can one add to His Words?

(3) What is not any of our business here? —30:10
Cf. Rom. 14:4

(4) ”There is a generation” — 4 kinds of wickedness:
—30:11–14

-1. Curses parents
-2. Pure in their own eyes, yet filthy with sin
-3. Their eyes are lofty.

Proverbs 30 — What principles for child rearing do
we find in the book of Proverbs?
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-4. Devour the poor with their sharp teeth

(5) 4 things that are never satisfied: —30:15–16
-1. The grave
-2. The barren womb
-3. The earth that is not filled with water
-4. Fire

(6) The penalty for not honoring parents? —30:17

(7) 4 things too wonderful: —30:18–19
-1. The way of an eagle in the air
-2. The way of a serpent on a rock
-3. The way of a ship in the midst of the sea
-4. The way of a man with a maid

(8) What does this woman deny? —30:20

(9) 4 disquieting things: —30:21–23
-1. A servant when he reigneth
-2. A fool when he is filled with meat
-3. An odious women when she is married
-4. An handmaid that is heir to her mistress

(10) 4 things little but wise: —30:24:–27
-1. The ants – prepare their food in the summer
-2. The conies (¿badgers?) – make their houses in the

rocks
-3. The locusts – have no king, but go forth by bands
-4. The spider – is in kings’ palaces

(11) 4 things comely in going: —30:29–31
-1. A lion – “turneth not away for any”
-2. A greyhound
-3. An he-goat
-4. A king against whom there is no rising up

(12) How can one force wrath? —30:33
With what is it compared?
What is the result of forcing wrath?

• Proverbs 31:

8. Proverbs by a Mother       —Prov. 31:1–31

• Assorted bits of wise advice, and also praise for the virtuous
wife.

• Lemuel = “belonging to God.” It is suggested that this was
Bathsheba’s name for her son Solomon. “The prophecy that
his mother taught him” (v. 1).

–1. The words of Lemuel from his mother — Her warn-
ings —31:1–9:

(1) He was the son of her vows —31:1–2

(2) Warning against immorality —31:3

(3) Wine or strong drink is not for rulers, but for the
dying. —31:4–7

(4) Concerning judgment of the unfortunate—31:8–9

Proverbs 31 — What principles for child rearing do
we find in the book of Proverbs?
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–2. The Virtuous Woman —31:10–31

• This is an acrostic poem.

• Every young lady should meditate on it.

• Every young man ought to pray that God will give
him such a women as his wife.

• Every older man ought to pray constantly that God
will make the wife he has more and more like this
wonderful “Proverbs 31 Lady.”

(1) The attitude of her husband toward her?—31:11

(2) The reason for this attitude? —31:12

(3) Look at 31:13–29 and write a list of her traits:
-1. Her industry — she is industrious.
-2. Her compassion.
-3. Her influence.
-4. Her character.
-5. How she is honored.
-6. Any other trait that you might see.

(4) Notice 31:30 as a conclusion.

(5) From whence does her reward come? —31:31

—Outline adapted from The Outlined Bible,

by Robert Lee, London

END OF

PROVERBS
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