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OVERVIEW OF ECCLESIASTES

Jesus is the beginning of all in Proverbs;
He is the end of all in Ecclesiastes, the
“summum bonum” of life

Wisdom in Proverbs is piety.
Wisdom in Ecclesiastes is prudence and
sagacity.

Ecclesiastes is the soul’s autobiography
or the book of experience.
“Vanity” is the key word. See Ecclesiastes
2:11.
—Scripture Panorama Series,
by Henrietta C. Mears,
Baptist Publications, Denver

Author of Ecclesiastes: Solomon

* He wrote three books, 1005 songs, 3000 proverbs. (I Kings
4:32

* He lectured on natural science, zoology (I Kings 4:33).

* Song of Solomon wasread at the Passover,and Ecclesiastes
was read at the Feast of Tabernacles.

Summary

Leave God out of your life, ignore His Word, deny the soul,
follow the materialistic approach, and you have the message of
Ecclesiastes. When a person looks at life from the purely human
standpoint, and apart from God’s revelation, he sees as Solomon
saw here.

Ecclesiastes depicts the merely human philosophy of life. It
is a book which ought to be read by all who are dissenters from
the “establishment” (hippies, beatniks, etc.). These people think
their different ideas and their acts of dissent are original. But a
reading of Ecclesiastes will prove them wrong. Such thinking
is as old as Solomon.

Many passages in Ecclesiastes are clearly contrary to that
which is revealed in the rest of the Bible. But the rest of Scripture
deals with the whole man (body, soul,and spirit), while Ecclesiastes
is “man under the sun” reasoning about human life without a
revelation from God concerning a future life.

Thus, we may understand the variance from the clear message
of the rest of the Bible of 1:15; 2:24; 3:3,4, 8,11, 19, 20; 8:15;
and possibly other verses.

Is this book any less inspired of God? “ALL Scripture is
given by inspiration of God,” even that in Ecclesiastes which
does not seem to agree with the Scriptures as a whole. See 11
Tim. 3:16.
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“Salting the Oats”

Ecclesiastes 1:1-11 - What examples of the vanity of

life without God are given in these verses?

Ecclesiastes 1:12—18 - How is our search for wisdom

without God shown to be vanity?

Ecclesiastes 2:1-11 - What further examples of the

vanity of life without God are given in these

verses?

Ecclesiastes 2:24-26 - How does he conclude that

he should spend his life?

A Suggestive Summary:
1. Confession —Eccl.1 -7

e Ecclesiastes 1:

(1)Try Wisdom! —Eccl. 1
-1. Opening with the statement of one of its main themes
(1:2-3)
-2. The cycle of things on the earth —1:4-7
1. Of man —v. 4
One generation passes and another comes. The earth
abides forever —Implying:
e There is permanence evident in the creation
e Man is not permanent
e Therefore, what is man’s life but a vapor that passeth
away (see James 4:14).
2.0f days —v.5
3. Of weather —v. 6
4. Of water —v. 7
-3. No new thing under the sun —1:8-11
1. All things are full of labor — toil—v. 8a (Gen.
3:19)
2. The seeing and hearing do not satisfy —v. 8b
3. There is nothing new under the sun —vv. 9-10
4. The earlier things and men are forgotten —v. 11

-4. Wisdom cannot satisfy —1:12-18
He sought by wisdom to seek out and search out “all things
that are done under heaven.” His conclusion: “all is vanity
and vexation of spirit.” “For in much wisdom is much grief;

and he that increaseth knowledge increaseth sorrow.”

e Ecclesiastes 2:

(2)Try Pleasure! —Eccl. 2:1-3

¢ He tested his heart with mirth, and wine.

(3) Try Architecture and vineyards! —Eccl. 2:4
* He made great works and planted vineyards
(4)Try Gardening! —Eccl. 2:5-6
* More great works — gardens, orchards, pools of water
(5)Try Cattle Breeding and Art Collecting! —Eccl.
2:7-10
* He got servants, possessions, and wealth — the trappings
of plenty.
(6) Return To Comparing Wisdom and Folly
-1. The wise and the fool are seen to be alike:
1. The wise is not remembered more than the fool —v. 16a
2. The wise man dies like the fool —vv. 16b
-2. He hated life —v. 17
-3. He hated all his work and effort —vv. 18-23

-4. How he concludes he should spend his life —vv.

24-26
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e Ecclesiastes 3:

(7)Try Just Living the Weary Round of Life

-11

— With Discretion! —Eccl. 3

. God has a time for everything —3:1-8
However, we must not take a fatalistic view of God’s
working.

. What profit in labor and travail —3:9-10

. He made everything beautiful in its time —3:11a

. He set the world (that is, “eternity”) in the heart of
man —3:11b

. Yet man cannot understand the work that God has
made from the beginning —3:11c

. What a man should do —3:12-13
e See 2:24; 3:22; 8:15; 9:7-9 for similar admonitions.

. Whatever God does is enduring and complete — God
does it that man may fear Him —3:14
e See 7:18; 8:13; 12:13.

. Back to the thoughts of 1:9 (cf. 6:10) —3:15

. There is wickedness in the courts (But God will judge)
—3:16-17

. Men and animals die, and man has no preeminence
above the beast —3:18-21

* Both are of dust and return to dust again.
e The spirit of man goes upward, while that of the beast
goes “downward to the earth.”
. What man should do (cf. 3:13)—3:22

e Ecclesiastes 4:

(8)Try the Stoic’s Philosophy!

—Eccl. 4

* Stoicism = Teaching that men should be free from passion,
unmoved by joy or grief, and able to submit without complaint
to the unavoidable ...

-1.
2.

The oppressed would be better dead —4:1-3

The hard worker vs the fool who folds his hands “and
eateth his own flesh” —4:4-6

. The hard worker who has no heir —4:7-8

. Two are better than one in four ways —4:9-12
* They have a good reward for their labor —4:9
e To lift up the one who falls —4:10
* To warm each other —4:11
* To protect —4:12

. Concerning rulers (a king) —4:13-16
* A poor and a wise child is better than an old and foolish
king who will not be admonished —4:13
* He came from prison his subjects become poor —4:14
e Will this cycle cease? (7?) —4:15-16
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Ecclesiastes 3:1-22 - What impact does God's in-

volvement in our life have on our life?

Ecclesiastes 4:1-16 - What observations are made

here about a stoic response to the vanity of life

without God?

Ecclesiastes 4:9—12 - How are two better than one?




“Salting the Oats”

Ecclesiastes 5:1-7 - What warnings are given here

about religion which is empty?

Ecclesiastes 5:8—20 - What observations are made

here about riches in the life without God?

Ecclesiastes 6:1-12 - What further examples of the

vanity of life without God are given in these

verses?

e Ecclesiastes 5:

(9)Try Ritualism — Formal Religion!  —Eccl.

5

-1. Careless worship —5:1-7
* Speaking of the “sacrifice of a fool” -see what it is. This
is caused by:

1. failure to listen —5:1

2. hasty oaths —5:2

3. the multitude of words —5:3

4. failure to keep a vow —5:4-6

e Fear God! (See 3:14 & refs.)—5:7

-2. Some thoughts concerning riches —5:8-20

1. God regards the oppression of the poor —5:8

2. The profit of the earth is for all —5:9
e This is why God created things: for mankind.

3. Silver (abundance) will not satisfy! —5:10

4. When goods increase, those who eat them are increased
—5:11

5. The laboring man sleeps sweetly, but the rich cannot
sleep for his abundance —5:12

6. The danger of hoarding riches to ones own hurt
—5:13

7. A bad business investment will take one’s riches, and
he will leave no inheritance —5:14

8. We are born naked and we die naked —5:15-17

9. God gives wealth and the ability to enjoy it —5:18-20

e Ecclesiastes 6:

(10) Try Wealth! —Eccl. 6
-1. God has given wealth, but he doesn’t get to partake
of it — a stranger eats of it —6:1-2
e Cf. Luke 12:16-21
-2. If the man has many heirs and many years, but has
no goods —6:3-5
-3.Though he live a long life — Do not all go to the same
place? —6:6-8
* All of man’s labor is for food, yet his appetite is not filled
—6:7
* Wise, fool, rich, poor, all need the same things (cf. v. 7).
—6:8
-4. Enjoy what you can see rather than to dream about
that which you do not have —6:9
-5. The destiny of man is beyond his control —6:10-12
e V.10 — cf. 1:9; 3:15

¢ v. 12 — Finite man cannot know what is best for him.
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Ecclesiastes 7:

(11)Try Reputation!

—Eccl. 7

-1. Seven better things —7:1-8

1.
2.

6.
7.

A good name than precious ointment -v. la
The day of one’s death than the day of one’s birth
-v. 1b

. To go to the house of mourning than the house of

feasting -v. 2

. Sorrow than laughter -vv. 3-4
. To hear the rebuke of the wise than the song of

fools —vv. 5-6

The end of a thing than the beginning -v. 8a

The patient in spirit than the proud in spirit -v.
8b

-2. More proverbial sayings —7:9-14

1

2.
3.

4.

. Don’t be hasty to be angry: “for anger resteth in the

bosom of fools.” —7:9

The “olden days” were not better than these! —7:10
Wisdom is good with an inheritance (wealth)
—7:11-12

God brings His purpose (prosperity AND adversity) into
our lives —7:13-14

. More proverbial sayings about the advantages and

limitations of wisdom —7:15-29

1.
2.

3N N N

A reversed situation —7:15
He counsels for moderation (cf. I Cor. 15:32)
—7:16-17

. The value of wisdom —7:18-19

e Fear God (Pr. 1:7; Eccl. 3:14; 5:7; etc.)

. “All have sinned” (Rom. 3:23) —7:20

. Don’t pay attention to everything said —7:21-22

. Solomon’s search —7:23-25

. Arighteous woman is a rare thing —7:26-28

. God made man upright, but they have sought out many

“inventions” (Schemes?) —7:29
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Ecclesiastes 7:1-8 - How can a life without God

make these unusual comparisons?

Ecclesiastes 7:9-29 - What counsel is given here for

one living without God?




“Salting the Oats”

Ecclesiastes 8:1-17 - What further observations are

given here of the vanity of life without God?

Ecclesiastes 9:1-18 - Life without God is vain. What

further observations of this are given here?

2. Admonition —Eccl.8 — 12

(1)Look Up! —Eccl. 8 — 10
* Note: From Eccl. 8:1 through 10:20 we see many things
concerning rulers and the proper attitude towards them.

* Ecclesiastes 8:
-1. Who is equal to the wise man? —8:1
-2. The wisdom of obeying the king —8:2-5
-3. The limitations of man’s power —8:6-9
* No man has power to retain the spirit —8:8
e “... there is a time wherein one man ruleth over another
to his own hurt” —8:9b
-4. Another confusing observation —8:10-15
e Life does not add up!
* What happens when just sentence is delayed —8:11
e There is ultimate justice from God (v. 12, see 7:15)
—8:12-13
¢ Another “vanity” —justice is reversed —8:14-15
-5. Solomon’s continued pursuit for life’s answers
—8:16-17
¢ Solomon sought day and night —8:16
* A man cannot find out the work of God under the sun
—8:17

e Ecclesiastes 9:

-1. All is in the hand of God —9:1
-2. One event, death, happens to all —9:2-3

-3. There is hope for the living, but for the dead it is gone
—9:4-6

-4. The Preacher’s conclusion: Enjoy it while you are

alive —9:7-10

* Eat and drink cheerfully —9:7

* Let your garments be always white (purity?) —9:8a

* Let your head not lack oil (gladness?) —9:8b

* Live joyfully with the wife whom you love all the days
of your vanity —9:9

* Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all thy might
- after death (he concludes) there is nothing—9:10
Of course, there is life after death. This life is not all.

-5. Things are unpredictable —”time and chance
happeneth to them all” —9:11-12

-6. The forgotten wisdom of the poor man who delivered
acity —9:13-18
e In praise of wisdom:
- Better than strength —v. 16
- Louder than the cry of the ruler of fools —v. 17
- Better than weapons of war —v. 18a

- One sinner destroys much good (Jonah 1:12) —v.

18b
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e Ecclesiastes 10:

-1.

As dead flies cause the ointment of the apothecary to

stink, just so, a little folly in him that is in reputation

for wisdom and honor —10:1-3

e The fool demonstrates by his walk that he is a fool
—10:3

-2. Wise words relating to unjust rulers— 10:4-7

1. Don’t leave in anger (revolt) — stay! —10:4

2. Result when unscrupulous men rule —10:5-7
e Servants ride (rule) while princes walk (serve) v. 5,
7
e Folly given dignity, while rich (rulers) sit in a low
place —v. 6

-3. Unjust kings won’t rule indefinitely —10:8-10

1. They put themselves in danger by their acts against
others —10:8
2. Quarrying stones or splitting wood bring danger
—10:9
* These things might be to benefit the people, but God
judges them for their unjust rule.
3. Sharpness and wisdom makes real success possible
—10:10
* Wisdom is needed in —
(1) directing the axe —10:10
(2) In speaking —10:12-14
(3) In working —10:15

-4. Wisdom in dealing with words (for rulers)

-5.

-6.

—10:11-15
1. A serpent and a babbler alike are dangerous —10:11
2. Contrasting the words of the righteous and those of the
fool —10:12-13
3. Afool is full of words —10:14-15
e And, when a ruler is like that!! What a mess!!
* And his labor wearies his people, he can’t even find
the way into the city — He’s lost! —10:15

Power in the hands of godless fools tends to debauchery
—10:16-19

Admonition to respect authority — 10:20

 If we have been seeing words concerning rulers from
10:1-18, then he speaks of respect for those unworthy
rulers. That respect must be even in private. See Rom.
13:1.

¢ “Alittle bird told me,” comes from this passage.
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Ecclesiastes 10:1-15 - How is wisdom shown to be

needed in this life that can be so vain?




“Salting the Oats”

Ecclesiastes 11:1-6 - Since life without God is vain,

how are we who are living for God counselled

to respond to opportunities of life?

Ecclesiastes 11:7—-10 - Since life without God is vain,

how are we, and especially youth, counselled

here to view our life?

(2) Remember Thy Creator in Youth—Eccl. 11 —
12

This is “The conclusion of the matter.” —Eccl. 11—12

e Ecclesiastes 11:

-1. Encouragement to venture —11:1-6
* Relating especially to business ventures. —1:1

[But see Deut. 15:7-11 (v. 10); Prov. 19:17; Matt. 10:42;
II Cor. 9:8; Gal. 6:9-10; and Heb. 6:10.,all having to do
with generosity.]
— [We could also think of these verses as relating to the spread

of the Gospel message.]
Diversify yourinvestments and business ventures. — 11:2
— Why? "for thou knowest not ....”
There is a finality about many of life’s events —1:3

Don’t be too cautious —11:4 —Why? Because you will

do nothing.

Man is limited in his knowledge —11:5

- The way of the Spirit (cf. John 3:8)

- How the bones grow in the womb (cf. Ps. 139:13-16)

- The works of God who makes all — many things are
beyond us — we must recognize that.

Sow in the morning and continue to sow, for who knows
which will prosper, this or that? —11:6 —This is an
admonition to industriousness (cf. 9:10). [Get with it,
and stay at it!]
-2. Light = life; darkness = death —11:7-8

e Life is sweet —11:7

* But remember, when death comes, its days are many

—11:8a

e “All that cometh is vanity.” —11:8b —Continuing his
theme of life “under the sun.” Contr. I Cor. 15:19-23; 32:
I Thess. 4:13-14.

-3. His counsel to youth —11:9-10

* He is to rejoice in his youth, and enjoy life —11:9a

* He is to realize that God will bring them into judgment
—11:9b

e They are to remove sorrow from their heart and evil
from their flesh. Why? Because “childhood and youth
are vanity,” those days are quickly passing and soon old
age will come, soon followed by death (see 12:1-8).
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e Ecclesiastes 12:

-1. He continues his exhortation to the young man

—12:1-7

1. They are to remember their Creator — 12:1
e The fact that all grow old and eventually die is the
incentive to remember the Creator, “while the evil
days [days of darkness -11:8] come not.” [Cf. I Sam
19:35.]

* They are to give their best to their Creator.

2. Solomon’s picture of old age —12:2-5
e It is like a gathering storm —12:2

When we are young the sun, moon, and stars shine
brightly, and the sun shines brightly following the rain.
Things are bright and alive!

It is like an old house —12:3-4

“keepers of the house” = the arms

“strong men” - the legs

“grinders cease” = teeth (“they are few”)

“those that look out of the windows” = weak eyes

“doors shall be shut in the streets” = ears he becomes
hard of hearing

“he shall rise up at the voice of the bird” = he has
trouble sleeping

“all the daughters of music shall be brought low” =

cannot hear nor appreciate music

It is feebleness and fears —12:5

e Fear of heights

e Fear in the way — walking, etc.

* “almond tree” = white hair

* “grasshopper shall be a burden,” maybe descriptive
of the way he walks

¢ “desire shall fail” = physical appetites wane

¢ “long home” (cf. 11:8) = death

* “mourners,” mourning his death

3. A picture of death —12:6
* Remember thy Creator before this happens.

4. Upon death (12:7)
¢ “the dust” shall return to the earth (cf. Gen. 3:19b)
e “the spirit shall return unto God who gave it” — His
belief in immortality.

5. Then, back to his theme. This begins Solomon’s
closing thoughts —12:8
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Ecclesiastes 12:1 - Since life without god is vain what

admonition is given here to youth?

Ecclesiastes 12:1-8 - Why does God give this ad-

monition?

Ecclesiastes 12:2-5 - How does God describe old

age in these verses?

Ecclesiastes 12:6-7 - How does God describe death

in these verses?

Ecclesiastes 12:8 - How does God describe life without

God in this verse?




“Salting the Oats”

-2. The Preacher exhorts them to heed what he wrote

—12:9-10 Ecclesiastes 12:9—12 - Why are we to listen to these

conclusive words of Solomon?

* He was qualified to write and teach the

people.
e He was wise

* He “gave good heed”

¢ He “sought out”

* He “set in order many proverbs”

¢ He “sought to find out acceptable words

* He wrote words which were upright, and true.

-3_The words of the wise —12:11-12

1 Thev are ocoadse and as naile factened
EEFEES S § 4 9 arcv 5\}‘1“0, arnar as aarrsS Trasitonavag
12-11
TZ4Z. 11T
° hy the masters of assemblies
* given from one Shepherd, that is Christ
2 He Calls them to bhe admonished byv his words
O-be-admonshea by HS-Words
12:124a sinee
- StREe
Q La i) 1 1 nl 1 R | :
J. 1TICTIC a1 rmdrny DOOKS — dand ITucIl Study IS

P | 1959191

aweariness of the fleshr—12:12b

s How true these words are — books multiply, and
+hh

4334 £ 41, T 1 b 1 tlaz n
UITStuuy U t1oOsST OUURS IS a-wldl y g unrg. oy

all means, then, be-admonished by his-writings
so he says
-4. His conclusion —12:13-14 Ecclesiastes 12:13—14 - What is the final conclusion
ife?
1. What are we to do? —12:13b of life?
o “Fear God” —cf. 3:14; 5:7; 7:18; &:12
—12:13a L . -
« “Keep His Commandments” —cf._8:5 Why is this conclusion so valid?
—12:13b

Pews

2. Why are we to do it?

e Tt 1s the “whole duty of man™ —12:13c¢

* Because God will judge every work, with every|

secret thing, whether good or evil —12:14
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