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OVERVIEW OF SONG OF SOLOMON
(also called Canticles)

Song of Solomon was read annually at the Passover. It is a parable 
in poetic form. There are four approaches to the interpretation 
of this book:
1. Allegorical — The Jewish interpretation was  setting forth 
Jehovah’s love for Israel. To the Christians, it represents Christ’s 
love for His Church. These have much to be commended, but 
the details have been full of extravagant interpretations. The 
allegorical method of interpretation must always be avoided, as 
it leads to confusion.
2. Typical — In it we see, in Solomon and the Shulamite, a type 
of the relationship between Christ and His Church. This neither 
denies the historical background nor encourages the farfetched 
interpretations of the details. 
3. Literal — It tells of a literal happening in the life of Solomon. 
However, the literal view construes it as a poem giving a 
representation of human love without any higher, or typical, 
meaning.
4. Dramatic — Of course, it is more than mere drama. 
Song of Solomon tells the story of a literal event which has a 
typical significance. We also must not forget that it is poetry. 

The Song of Solomon does not refer to God (unless 8:6 is read 
that way). It does not mention the sacrifices of God, the Temple, 
the Priests, the Prophets, or any other part of Israelite religion 
or religious exercise. The New Testament does not mention or 
quote from the Song of Solomon.

Outline
(from Watchman Nee)

[He follows typology alone — this is a devotional outline.]

Song of Solomon 1:

The Title	 — 1:1
•	The best of all the songs of Solomon.
•	 It has been well said that this is a song which grace alone can teach, 

and experience alone can learn.” 
—J. Hudson Taylor (Union and Communion)

1.	Initial Love	 — 1:2 — 2:7

(1)	 Intense longings (The Bride speaking)	 —1:2‑3
•	Desire for the kiss of communion —1:2

-	 As is the case with one who comes to know the Lord, 
once she was content in His absence, but it cannot 
ever be so again.

•		 Bridegroom absent, yet name fragrant, and His love 
valued above all earthly joys —1:3

Song of Solomon 1:1–17 - How does this poetic 
description of Solomon's love picture our rela‑
tionship with Christ? 
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(2)	 Fervent desires	 —1:4a
•	 It is the King. Our King reigns when the heart submits 

to Him. 

(3)	 Intimate fellowship	 —1:4b
•	Remembering past love

(4)	 The inner chamber	 —1:5‑7
•	Confession of weakness and unworthiness and why 

—1:5‑6
-	 "daughters of Jerusalem” = the women of Solomon’s 

harem (?)
-	 She is black (sunburned) but comely (pretty) — The 

tents of Kedar were made of black goat hair.
-	 "My mother’s children” were stepbrothers who 

burdened her with work. They were angry with her.
•	Longs to find her beloved —1:7

-	 He had appeared disguised as a shepherd — Christ 
came the first time as a Shepherd (e.g., see Matt. 
9:36). 

(5)	 The Response to her query —1:8‑11
•	Daughters of Jerusalem tell her how to find Him 

—1:8
-	 Where? “beside the shepherds’ tents” —

•	His glowing description of the bride —1:9‑10
-	 Solomon was a lover of horses. The Egyptian horses were 

the best and most beautiful —1:9

(6)	 The maiden speaks	 —1:12‑14
•	She tells what He is to her — 1:12‑14

This is her description of Him  in v. 14.
-	 Whatever fragrance we have comes from Him —1:14

(7)	 The King’s praise	 —1:15
•	He describes her further —1:15

-	 Compare 4:7 with this description. The dove is an innocent 
bird and harmless — a type of the Holy Spirit. Cf. 4:1; 
5:12.

(8)	 The maiden’s reply	 —1:16—17
•	She responds, “thou art fair, my beloved” —1:16-17
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Song of Solomon 2:

(9)	 The King’s reply	 — 2:1
•	She is a lily among thorns —2:2

(10)	 The maiden’s praise	 — 2:3‑6
•	She is satisfied with His companionship —2:3‑6

-	 He provides shade and fruit —2:3 
-	 His banner—everyone can see that He loves her —2:4
-	 "flagons” are raisin cakes — She is lovesick —2:5

(11)	 The Shulamite’s charge to the daughters of Jerusalem 	
	 — 2:7
•	 Don’t awake Him or stir Him up till He please.  We must learn 

to wait on God in total surrender (Isaiah 40:31)

2.	Faltering Love	 — 2:8 — 3:5

(1)	 The call to escape from self	 — 2:8‑15
•	Again they are apart (He is absent) —2:8‑9
•	She is asleep, and He cries for her —2:10‑13
•	She is hidden, He longs to see and know her —2:14
•	The enemies may be small, but the damage done is great 

—2:15
-	 The little compromises, the “little” disobediences, the little 

indulgences, that do the most damage.

(2)	 Failure and restoration	 — 2:16‑3:5
•	She talks to herself —2:16‑17

-Did she not come to Him (2:14), resting in her security 
(2:16)?

-	 He did not return at the end of day (2:17). So she sleeps.

Song of Solomon 3:
•	She tells of her dream —3:1‑5

-	 She sought him in her dream —3:1‑3
-	 She found Him, held Him and would not let Him go until she 

had taken Him to her mother’s house in the north —3:4‑5
-	 The second admonition to not stir up or awake Him.  Waiting 

on God is essential to please Him.

3.	Growing Love	 — 3:6 — 5:1

(1)	 The new creation	 — 3:6 — 4:6
•	He comes for His Bride and takes her to Jerusalem 

(Pictures Christ’s coming for His Church —I Thess. 
4:13‑18; I Jn. 3:1‑3). —3:6‑11

Song of Solomon 2:1–7 - What further analogies do 
we have expressed here concerning our relation‑
ship with Christ? 

Song of Solomon 3:1–5 - What analogies do we 
see here as we look for Christ's return for His 
Bride? 

Song of Solomon 3:6–11 - What analogies do we see 
here of Christ's return for the Church, His Bride 
(i.e., the Church – believers)? 
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Song of Solomon 4:
•	He praises His Bride —4:1‑6

-	 His description of her probably does not represent beauty 
to us. We must  understand the figures of speech that He 
uses. 

(2)	 The call of the heavenlies	 — 4:7‑15
•	He invites her to come and continues to praise her.

-	 He invites her, “Come with me” — Christ tells us “Come 	
unto me” (Matt. 11:28‑30), then He will be with us and we 
it is with the Bride of Christ, the Church.

(3)	 The life of love	 — 4:16 — 5:1
•	The Bride speaks to Solomon —4:16

-	 She invites Him to come to His garden and “eat His pleasant 
fruits.”

Song of Solomon 5:

•	He responds to her —5:1
-	 He accepts the invitation, eats, and is satisfied. 

4.	Transforming Love	 — 5:2 — 7:13

(1)	 The further challenge of the Cross	 — 5:2 — 6:3
•	Her second dream —5:2‑8

-	 He knocks, but she does not want to get up and let 
him in —5:2‑3

-	 Being moved for Him, she rises to let Him in, but he 
had left —5:4‑6a

-	 She then began to search for Him —5:6b
-	 The watchmen found her, and mistaking her for a 

criminal, they smote her —5:7
-	 She appeals to the daughters of Jerusalem to pass a 

message of love to Him —5:8
•	The daughters of Jerusalem inquire concerning how 

much He means to her —5:9
-	 What is He more than any other? 
-	 She is called the “fairest among women.” 

•	She responds with words of praise for Him (still a dream) 
—5:10‑16
-	 Her answer to the question is given in her description.

Song of Solomon 5:1–16 - What analogies do we see 
here of the transforming love of Christ to His 
bride (i.e., the Church – believers)? 

Song of Solomon 4:1–16 - What analogies do we 
see here of the growing love of Christ and His 
Bride (i.e., the Church – believers)?
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Song of Solomon 6:

•	The daughters of Jerusalem again inquire as to where 
He has gone that they too could seek Him —6:1

•	She tells them He has gone to His favorite garden, she 
says their relationship is secure —6:2‑3

(2)	 Life within the veil	 — 6:4‑13
•	He describes her — she is fairest of all His “queens” 

and “concubines” —6:4‑10
•	She went to the garden of nuts —6:11‑12
•	The daughters of Jerusalem desire to look upon her 

—6:13a
•	He begins his praise of her —6:13b. 

Song of Solomon 7:

(3)	 The workmanship of God	 — 7:1 —8:4
•	He praises her appearance —7:1‑9

-	 He has responded to the call of the daughters of Jerusalem 
in 6:13a, by saying,
“What will ye see in the Shulamite?” —Then He continues 
by praising her in 7:1‑9

(4)	 Co-worker with the Lord	 — 7:10‑13
•	She is His and His desire is toward her —7:10
•	She speaks inviting Him to go out to the fields 

—7:11‑13

Song of Solomon 6:1–13 - What further analogies do 
we see here of the transforming love of Christ to 
His Bride (i.e., the Church – believers)? 

Song of Solomon 7:1–13 - What further analogies do 
we see here of the transforming love of Christ to 
His Bride (i.e., the Church – believers)? 
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Song of Solomon 8:
•	She wishes He were her natural brother so she could 

show affection in public (not done in that culture) 
—8:1‑3 

•	She speaks to the daughters of Jerusalem —8:4

5.	Mature Love	
— 8:5‑14

•	Unrestrained communion — 8:5‑14
Preparation for the second coming	

(1)	 Inquiry (by the daughters of Jerusalem?)	
—8:5a

(2)	 He reminisces 	
—8:5b

(3)	 Her exclamation 	
—8:6‑7
•	 She wants to be His most precious possession —8:6
•	 How strong is love? [Cf. Rom. 8:35‑39] —8:7

(4)	 They together (or, as some say, the brothers) speak 
of the little sister —8:8‑9

(5) What she is by grace 	
—8:10‑12

(6)	 He calls to her — He would hear her voice	
—8:13

(7)	 She longs to be with Him 	
—8:14
•	 Compare Rev. 22:20, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus.”

THE END OF 
SONG OF SOLOMON

Song of Solomon 8:1–4 - What further analogies do 
we see here of the transforming love of Christ to 
His Bride (i.e., the Church – believers)? 

Song of Solomon 8:5–14 - What analogies do we see 
here of the mature love of Christ to his Bride 
(i.e., the Church – believers)? 


