
“Salting the Oats”

©
 P

io
ne

er
 E

du
ca

tio
na

l R
es

ou
rc

es
12

01
7 

Ar
ag

on
 A

ve
nu

e,
 S

t. 
Lo

ui
s,

 M
O

 6
31

38

115

Raising Godly GenerationsEzekiel

 OVERVIEW OF EZEKIEL

Outline of Ezekiel

Ezekiel is the book of Captivity and Restoration (11:16–20; 
36:17–19, 24–28). Here, the whole house of Israel is suffering 
in captivity for its sins (2:3; 3:5, 7, 11), a more complete judg-
ment is soon to follow (5:8–12; 12:27–28), but God’s purpose is 
eventually to reunite all Israel (Judah and Ephraim) in restora-
tion in the land (37:21–22), under David (Christ) in Millennial 
blessing (37:23–28).

Three Scenes in Ezekiel (3 divisions):
(1) 	Pre-siege	 —Ezek. 1 — 24

•	Speaking of judgment against Judah 
•	Beginning 6 years before the siege, Ezekiel kept predict-

ing the siege until it took place. 
(2)	Siege	 —Ezek. 25 — 32

•	Speaking of judgment against Judah’s enemies
(3)	Post-siege	 —Ezek. 33 — 48

•	Speaking of Judah’s restoration (future) 

Note: Ezekiel 1 — 24: DENUNCIATION OF JUDAH– 593–588 
B.C., before the siege and fall of Jerusalem. This section features Ezekiel 
as a watchman. The keynote is judgment and doom. He vividly describes 
the sins of Judah and Samaria. By symbol, figure, and discourse, he 
impresses upon his people the certainty of coming judgment, and the 
moral necessity of that judgment upon Jerusalem. He combats delusion, 
deception and the false hopes of the people.

(1) Ezekiel means “God strengthens.” He was a priest as well as a 
prophet (1:3). He was carried captive by Nebuchadnezzar in the second 
deportation (597 B.C.). The first deportation was (606 B.C.). Daniel 
was taken in the first.

(2) Ezekiel prophesied from outside the land, as did Daniel and 
the Apostle John. It must be noted that the book of the Revelation can 
be comprehended only through an understanding of the contents of 
Ezekiel and Daniel. Some of Ezekiel’s visions are extended into the 
book of the Revelation.

(3) Ezekiel prophesied to the captives of Judah (3:5, 11). For 22 years 
he labored among those discouraged captives. Note: Their thinking was 
backward—they did not understand the ways of the Lord. Those of Judah 
who were not deported in the first deportation thought themselves to be a 
favored people, while actually, it was the deported who were favored by 
God. Those remaining in the land became proud—Jeremiah warned them.  
Jeremiah had frequently advised Judah to surrender to Nebuchadnezzar. 
Consequently, they considered Jeremiah to be a traitor. 
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Raising Godly Generations Ezekiel

(4) Ezekiel prophesied in Babylon among the captives. At the same 
time, Jeremiah was in the land of Judah, and Daniel was in the city of 
Babylon in the king’s palace. Daniel had already become famous (see 
Ezek. 14:14, 20; 28:3).

1.	 Initial Vision and Commission			 
—Ezek. 1 — 3

•	 Ezekiel 1: 

(1)	Vision of the four living creatures          —Ezek. 1
(Cherubim, 10:15, 20) (1:4–5, 10, 15–16, 24–28)

1.	 GOD’S GLORY DISPLAYED	           —Ezek. 1
–1.	A fiery whirlwind 			        —1:4 

—	Symbolized God’s judgment on Jerusalem, Babylon 
coming out of the north.

–2.	The cherubim 		     	            —1:5–14 
—	Symbolizing the Holiness, the Glory, and the Power 

of God.
•	Four faces speak of their characteristics (1:10):

-	Face of a man: Intelligence of man — Luke (Christ 
presented as the Son of man)
- Face of a lion: Strength and boldness of the Lion — Mat-

thew (Christ presented as the King)
-	Face of an ox: Faithfulness and service of the ox — Mark 
(Christ as Servant)

-	Face of an eagle: Heavenliness of the eagle — John 
(Christ as the Son of God from heaven)

•	Compare this vision with that of John in Revelation 
4:6–9 (Imagine the overpowering scene of Rev. 
4:2–11):
-	First beast, “like a lion” (Matthew)
-	Second beast, “like a calf” (cf. “ox”) (Mark)
-	Third beast, “had a face as a man” (Luke)
-	Fourth beast, “like a flying eagle” (John)

–3.	The wheels 	 	 	          —1:15–21 
—	Speaks of God’s constant working in the world, 

His power and glory, His presence in all places, 
His purpose for man. “(F)ull of eyes (1:18), pictur-
ing the all-seeing God watching over His creation 
(Prov. 15:3).

	 The world was full of terror and change, but God was 
at work.

–4. The firmament 	  	          —1:22–27 
—	A beautiful “platform” above the wheels and the 

cherubim. It contained the throne of God. 

Ezekiel 1 — In this passage, what is the significance 
of God's revelation of Himself to Ezekiel? 
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Raising Godly GenerationsEzekiel

•	God is still on the throne, His will is being accom-
plished in the world, even if we do not always see 
it. That was certainly true in Ezekiel’s day.

–5.	The rainbow 	 	 	 	   —1:28 
—	There was a rainbow in the storm!

	 God’s mercy and God’s covenant would not fail His 
people. See Gen. 9:11–17 where the rainbow was ap-
pointed a sign of mercy. Also see Rev. 4:3 and 10:1.
—	So, this entire vision of God’s glory shows God at 

work in the world, judging the sins of His people, 
but still keeping His covenant of mercy.

—	Result of this vision: Ezekiel totally collapsed 
(1:28). God set him on his feet, called him to be a 
watchman, fed him with the Word (see Jer. 15:16; 
Job 23:12; Mt. 4:4; Rev. 10:9), and filled him with 
the Spirit.

Note: Look ahead for”

2.	 GOD’S GLORY REMOVED 	 —Ezek. 8 — 11 
3.	 GOD’S GLORY RESTORED 	 —Ezek. 43:1–12 

(2)	Commissioned a watchman to the house of 
Israel	 —Ezek. 2 – 3
(2:1–3; 3:17–21, 23–27)

•	 Ezekiel 2: 

1.	 The Holy Spirit 	 	 	 —2:1–2
•	Acts 1:8
•	Eph. 5:18–19

2.	 Sent to a rebellious house 	              —2:3–8a
•	To whom Ezekiel is sent: 2:3–5, 6–8a

3.	 The eating of the Scroll 	 	         —2:8b—3:3
•	See Rev. 10:8–11
•	What is that roll of a book (Scroll)? —2:9–10

Notice v. 10

•	 Ezekiel 3: 
•	How it was to the taste —3:3 

Compare Jer. 15:16 

4.	 Ezekiel, a Missionary to his own 	             —3:4–14 
•	Not of a strange tongue —3:4–5 
•	They will not hearken (cf. Isa. 6:9–10) —3:6–7 
•	To them of the captivity —3:11 
•	The hand of the LORD upon him —3:12–14 

Ezekiel 2 — How can we apply Ezekiel's commis-
sioning to our own lives?

Ezekiel 3 — What further instruction for our own 
ministries do we gain from Ezekiel's commis-
sioning?
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5.	 The message of the watchmen 	            —3:15–21
•	A good principle for our day also (3:17–21)

6.	 Second vision of the Glory of the LORD  —3:22–27
•	Ezekiel is accompanied by God’s glory (3:12–14) 

—3:23
•	To be dumb except when God has something for 

him to speak —3:24, 26–27

Note: Ezekiel was:
–1.	 Commissioned to proclaim the Word of God —3:1–3, 

27
–2.	 A Missionary to his own people —3:5, 11
–3.	 A watchman —3:15–21; 33:1–19

•	 Acts 20:26–27
–4.	 Dumb, except when God wanted him to speak

•	 Ezek. 3:26–27, cf. 33:21–22
•	 This was true of Zacharias, father of John the Baptist 

—Luke 1:20–22, 57–65

2.	 Early Symbols and Prophecies of Judgment		
				             —Ezek. 4 — 19 

(1)	Actions symbolic of judgment on Jerusalem		
				      —Ezek. 4 – 5
(4:1–6, 15–17; 5:1–4, 12)

•	 Ezekiel 4: 

—FOUR SIGNS OF JERUSALEM’S SIEGE:
—FOUR SYMBOLS OF COMING DOOM:

1.	 A tile 	 —4:1–3
•	 Speaking of the siege of Jerusalem, Ezekiel was to act 

out the coming siege against the city. The iron pan (v. 3), 
cf. 3:8–9.

2.	 The physical position of Ezekiel 	 —4:4–8
•	 This speaks of the bearing of iniquity.
•	 Lying upon his left side — the bearing of the iniquity of 

Israel (Northern tribes) – 390 days = 390 years —4:4–5
•	 Lying upon his right side — the bearing of the iniquity 

of Judah – 40 days = 40 years

3.	 The sign of famine 	 	            —4:9–17
•	 The hardships of the siege —famine
•	 A limited amount of bread and water —4:10–11
•	 To have been cooked with human excrement —4:12–

15. 

Ezekiel 4 — What do we learn about our great God 
from the three signs of Jerusalem's siege given in 
chapter 4?
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This speaks of defilement. They would eat defiled bread 
(See Ex. 22:31; Deut. 23:12–14). Man is unclean. The 
cow is not.

•	 Ezekiel 5: 

4.	 The shaved head and beard 	            —5:1–17
•	 This speaks of the fate of three groups
•	 The shaved hair divided into three parts —5:1–4
•	 The reason, the nature, and the purpose of this terrible 

judgment —5:5–17
-	 A third: to die with pestilence and famine —5:12a
-	 A third: to fall by the sword —5:12b
-	 A third: to be scattered (exile) —5:12c

•	 The explanation of the 3 parts —5:12–17

(2)	Prophecies of judgment on the mountains and 
land of Israel			     —Ezek. 6 – 7
(6:2, 5, 8; 7:2, 9, 23–25)

•	 Ezekiel 6: 

1.	 Judgment against idolatrous Judah            —Ezek. 6
•	 Notice the statement in 6:7, 10, 13, 14. They shall know that He 

is the Lord.
•	 Sword and destruction (6:3b–4) —6:1–7
•	 A remnant to be left (6:8) —6:8–10
•	 Idolaters to be slain —6:11–14

•	 Ezekiel 7: 

2.	 Final destruction of Jerusalem 	             —Ezek. 7
•	 Notice the statement again in 7:4, 9
•	 His eye shall not spare (7:4, 9)—7:1–15
•	 In the land —7:7 
•	 No home, escape, strength, or sustenance—7:16–19
•	 Temple to be polluted —7:20–22
•	 He will bring the worst of the heathen to possess their 

houses —7:23–27

(3)	The abominations of Israel and Jerusalem		
			              —Ezek. 8 – 16
Temple (ch. 8); people (chs. 9–10); princes, etc. (chs. 
11–12) lying prophets (ch. 13); elders (14:1–11); Judah 
and Jerusalem (14:12 —16:63) 
(8:16; 9:8–9; 10:2; 11:1–3, 10, 16–19; 12:10–13, 22:23; 13:1–3, 16; 
14:1–3, 13–14; 16:3, 15, 26, 28–30, 38–39, 60–63)

Note: Chapters 8 — 11 are visions given to Ezekiel, 
as seen in the land (Israel), and told by Ezekiel to 
the elders of Judah, who were in captivity with him 
—8:1–2a; 11:24–25. We see here the moral necessity 
for judgment.

Ezekiel 5 — What do we learn about our great God 
from the four symbols of coming doom given in 
chapter 5?

Ezekiel 6 — How does God make himself known in 
these prophecies in chapter 6?

How does He do this in His people today?

Ezekiel 7 — What further insight about God do we 
learn from these prophecies in chapter 7?
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•	 Ezekiel 8: 

•	Ezekiel 8 takes place sixth year (that is, of Jehoiachin’s 
captivity cf. 1:2), the sixth month, fifth day (592 B.C.) 
[6th month — Elul = August – September, and the fifth 
day of the month —6–6–5, almost 6–6–6!!]

•	 THE GLORY REMOVED —Ezek. 8 — 11 [Ezek. 8–11: “The 
vision of Glory and Godlessness”]
–	The glory appeared again (8:2), and God took the prophet, in 

vision, to the city of Jerusalem. There he saw a fourfold view 
of the sins of the people:

-1.	 An Image set up at the north gate of the Temple, possibly Astarte, 
the disgusting Babylonian goddess (8:5).

	 The image of Jealousy —8:5–6
•	The worship being practiced: Worship of the “Queen of heaven” of 

Jeremiah 7:18; 44:17–18, 25. They were “weeping for Tammuz” (v. 
14). Note the following:
•	Ashteroth	 and	 Tammuz 	 (Phoenician 
				   — and remember Jezebel)
	 (Ishtar)	 and	 (Baal) 	 (Canaanite)
•	Isis	 and	 Horus 	 (Egyptian
•	Aphrodite	 and	 Eros 	 (Greek)
•	Venus	 and	 Cupid 	 (Roman)

-2.	 Secret heathen worship in the hidden precincts of the Temple 
(8:6–12). Notice the attitude of the worshipers.

-3.	 The Jewish women weeping for the Tammuz (or Addonis) who 
was supposed to die and be raised from the dead each spring 
(8:13–14).

-4.	 The High Priest and the 24 courses of Priests worshiping the 
sun (8:15-16).

•	 The Glory of the Lord could not remain in such a wicked place:
(1)	 It had come to the Temple and was still there, 8:4.
(2)	 It removed to the threshold of the Temple (9:3). The throne 

of Glory was now empty. It would become a throne of judg-
ment.

(3)	 It moved above the threshold of the house, hovering there 
before judgment would fall (10:4)

(4)	 It moved with the cherubim off the threshold to the eastern 
gate of the Temple (10:18–19).

(5)	 Finally, the Glory moved out of the temple to the top of the 
Mount of Olives (11:22–23).

• Now, ICHABOD, “The Glory has departed” (see I Sam. 4:21, 
and compare with Jer. 7:4, 10–14; 26:6, 9).
Why was the Glory removed? God will not share His glory with 
another (see Isa. 42:8). The idols and sins of the people had 
driven Him away. It has always been so, … and today!?!!

Note: Look ahead for —

3.	 THE GLORY RESTORED 	  —Ezek. 43:1–12 

Ezekiel 8 — What kinds of sins brought the departure 
of God's glory?
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•	The Temple	 	 	             —Ezek. 8
(8:16)

(1) Ezekiel transported by the vision of God	  —8:1–4
•	Sixth year, sixth month of Jehoiachin’s captivity (1:2) 

—8:1a
•	He sat in his house with the elders of Judah when the hand 

of God fell upon him —8:1b
•	A likeness as the appearance of fire lifted him by a lock of his 

head and brought him “in the visions of God to Jerusalem" 
—8:2–3
The “image of Jealousy” (cf. v. 5) —8:4
•	The glory was there again (cf. 1:28) —8:4

(2)	The defiled Temple 	 	              —8:5–18 
[See notes above]

•	The image of jealousy and the abominations —8:5–6
•	Secret worship within the Temple —8:7–12

Their thought concerning the LORD (cf. 9:9) —8:12
•	The women weeping for Tammuz —8:13–14
•	The Priests worshiping the sun —8:15–16
•	These “abominations” were not alone, they had filled 

the land with violence — He will deal with them in fury 
—8:17–18

•	The People	    	 	 —Ezek. 9 — 10
(9:8–9; 10:2)

•	 Ezekiel 9: 

•	A vision of the slaying in Jerusalem
(1)	The six slayers 	 	 	 	  —9:1–4

•	The six men “that have charge over the city” called 
—9:1–2 
•	Every one had a slaughter weapon in his hand, was clothed 

in linen, and one of them had a writer’s ink horn by his side 
—9:2 
•	The Glory of the LORD moved —9:3 
•	They are commanded to mark those who mourned the 

abominations in the land — these were spared —9:4 
[Cf. Rev. 7:3; 9:4, and contrast the mark of the beast seen 
in Rev. 13:16–18; 20:4.]  
Eph. 4:30 “and grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are 
sealed unto the day of redemption.” 

(2)	His command to slay 			    —9:5–7 
•	They were to slay all of all ages, but were to spare the ones 

with the mark in their foreheads —9:5–6 
•	They went forth and slew and defiled the House (cf. Num. 

19:11) —9:7. 

(3)	Task completed 			               —9:8–11 
•	Ezekiel’s question (intercession) —9:8

He fell on his face, for he feared that the LORD would destroy 

Ezekiel 9 — How does God respond here to the sins 
of Jerusalem described in chapter 8?
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all of the “residue of Israel.”
•	God’s answer — He will not spare —9:9–10

Notice again their attitude about God. He had forsaken, and 
He did not see them (cf. 8:12) —9:9
•	The man with the ink horn reports the completion of their 

task —9:11

•	 Ezekiel 10: 

•	More vision: God’s Glory departs from Jerusalem.
(1)	Coals of fire to be scattered over the city     —10:1–7

•	The man clothed with linen with the ink horn again —10:1
•	To take coals from between the cherubim (cf. 1:13) and 

scatter them over the city —10:2
•	The Glory stood over the threshold (cf. 10:18)—10:4
•	He took the fire and went out —10:5–7

(2)	The Cherubim accompany the departure of the LORD’s 
Glory to the east gate		             —10:8–22
•	Description of the Cherubim (impossible to imagine) 

—10:8–17
Their four faces (cf. 1:10 and Rev. 4:7) —10:14 

[This is a bit different.] 
Identification of the living creatures —10:15 
•	The Glory from the threshold, stood over the cherubim, 

then to over the east gate —10:18–19
•	Identification again —10:20–22

•	 Ezekiel 11: 

•	The Princes, etc. —The vision continued  —Ezek. 11
(11:1–3, 10, 16–19)

(1)	The leaders who plot mischief 	              —11:1–3
•	They thought they would remain in the city and it would be 
the caldron and they would be the flesh —Like a caldron, 
they thought, the city would protect them from Nebuchad-
nezzar —11:3

(2)	God’s Word to them 		             —11:4–12
•	The city would not protect them —11:7, 9, 11
•	They feared the sword, they would have the sword —11:8, 

10
•	They would know that He is the LORD —11:12

(3)	They would be scattered, protected, and regathered 		
				             —11:13–21
•	Pelati´ah died —11:13
•	He would scatter them but would protect —11:16
•	He will restore them —11:17
•	They would remove their abominations —11:18
•	He will put a new heart in them —11:19–20
•	He will judge the wicked —11:21 

Ezekiel 10 — What does this description of the de-
parture of God's glory tell us about God?

Ezekiel 11 — What does this final vision regarding 
God's glory tell us about God and His purposes?
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(4)	The Glory goes to the Mount of Olives   —11:22–23
•	The Glory continues still above the Cherubim —11:22
•	This mountain is the Mount of Olives —11:23

(5)	Ezekiel is returned from his vision	         —11:24–25
•	The Spirit took him and brought him “in a vision by the 
Spirit of God” back into Chaldæa to the captivity.
•	He told them of the captivity about his vision.

•	 Ezekiel 12: 

•	Ezekiel’s symbols of doom 		 —Ezek. 12
(12:10–13, 22–23)

(1)	The sign of Ezekiel’s stuff (baggage)          —12:1–7
•	They are a rebellious people —12:1–2
•	He was to prepare his baggage and move in their sight. 

– digging through the wall (v. 5)	
– at evening (v. 5)	
– covering his face to not to see the ground (v. 6) 	
– This is the first of 2 signs —12:6

(2)	He interprets his sign – against Zedekiah  —12:8–16
•	This “burden” concerns the prince, Zedekiah —12:10
•	It describes the flight of Zedekiah —12:11–13

To see how this happened, see II Kings 25:4–7.
•	He would scatter them for His own glory —12:14–15
•	Notice the purpose of His remnant —12:16

(3)	The sign of trembling 	 —12:17–20
•	Eating and drinking with quaking, a symbol of the terror 

of the siege
•	The reason, “and ye shall know that I am the LORD” 

—12:20
(4)	Their skepticism about his message        —12:21–28

•	Two proverbs in Israel (scoffing remarks):
	 1. Every vision fails (is of no value) —12:22
	 2. It is delayed (not urgent or relevant) —12:27

–	Compare II Peter 3:3–4, 8–10 for this attitude throughout 
history and particularly today. 

•	 Ezekiel 13: 

•	Lying prophets	 	 	 —Ezek. 13
(13:1–3, 16)

—	They are described by two images: 
(1)	Like foxes in the deserts 	 	              —13:1–9

•	Of themselves (hearts, spirit) —13:2–3
•	The foxes of the desert (or desolate places) —13:4
•	They did not build the moral defenses of Israel —13:5
•	They spoke lies and vanity —13:6–8
•	God’s hand shall be against them —13:9 

Ezekiel 12 — From these symbols of doom what do 
we learn about God and His view of our response 
to him and His word?

Ezekiel 13 — How does God's description of the 
lying prophets here relate to how people handle 
God’s Word today?
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(2)	Builders of a wall with “untempered mortar” 	 	
				               —3:10–16
•	A wall of stones, laid without mortar, and being daubed by 

these false prophets with clay or whitewash 
•	They say “peace” when there is no peace —13:10, 16
•	Their wall shall fall —13:11–15

(3) Against the women who prophesy 	—13:17–23
•	Sorceresses — Palmists, fortune tellers, mediums, astrolo-

gers — using occult powers. They were putting curses on 
the innocent and promising life to the wrongdoers (13:19). 
The nature of their curses is unknown (13:18).

—	Summary: Results of the false prophecies —
1.	 False hope —13:6
2.	 Seduction —13:10a
3.	 Sadness to the heart of the righteous —13:22a
4.	 Encouragement to the wicked in his sin —13:22b

•	 Ezekiel 14: 

•	Elders	 	 	 —Ezek. 14:1–11
(14:1–3, 13–14)

(1)	Warning to the idolatrous elders in exile   —14:1–11
•	The elders came to Ezekiel —14:1
•	He warns them against their idolatry —14:2–5
	 How will God answer those who come hypocritically to 

Him seeking guidance?
	 —According to the multitude of his idols —14:4 (And see 

v. 7)
•	A call to repentance —14:6
•	God’s warnings against idolatry —14:7–8
•	The deceived prophet will be punished with the people 

—14:9–10
•	Notice His purpose here —14:11

(2)	His judgment 			            —14:12–21
1.	Judgment of famine 		            —14:12-14

•	People might ask, “Will not the presence of righteous 
men among that sinful nation save it from destruction?” 
[Compare Gen. 18:23–33]

	 —Noah, Daniel, and Job could but save themselves for 
their own righteousness. 

2.	Judgment of beasts 	 —14:15-16
•	Again, the presence of righteous men (such as the men 

mentioned) cannot save the nation —14:16
3.	Judgment of sword 	 —14:17-18

•	And, again, God will not save it because of the three 
righteous men —14:18 

Ezekiel 14:1–11 — Why is God’s judgement coming 
upon Israel?

Ezekiel 14:12–21 — Why couldn’t God do something 
to stop His coming judgement?
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4.	Judgment of pestilence 	           —14:19-21
•	Noah, Daniel, and Job are again mentioned —14:20
–	 An indication that Daniel was then known by the exiles. 

Also, he was known to be a righteous man. He was in the 
city of Babylon at the time, while Ezekiel was in the land of 
Babylonia, also in captivity.

–	 Noah, Daniel, and Job were each known for their righteous-
ness under a different circumstance. 

–	 See Jeremiah 15:1 for a similar statement concerning Moses 
and Samuel.

•	A summary of the 4 judgments mentioned above 
—14:21

(3)	A remnant shall be saved 	—14:22–23
•	The remnant shall bring comfort to those in captivity con-

cerning God’s judgment (cf. 12:15–16).

•	 Ezekiel 15: 

•	Israel is a vine (a parable)	 —Ezek. 15
(1)	The wild vine of the forest 	 —15:1–5

•	For what is this vine fit? Not for work, but for fire.
•	How much less shall it be fit when it is burnt —15:5

(2)	The fire shall devour Jerusalem 	 —15:6–8
•	As the vine is burnt, so will the inhabitants of Jerusalem 

be burnt.

• Compare Isaiah 5:1–7.

•	 Ezekiel 16: 

•	GOD’S ESTIMATE OF EVERY SINNER THAT HE 
SAVES	 —Ezek. 16
(16:3, 15, 26, 28–30, 38–39, 60–63)

[Parable of the adulterous woman — Israel is an unfaithful 
wife —cf. Hos. 1–3; Jer. 2; Isa. 1:21; 50:1]
1.	 Her sin 	 —16:3–34 
2.	 Her  punishment 	—16:35–52 
3.	 Her restoration 	 —16:53–63 

(1)	Jerusalem as a child and as a bride	—16:1–14 
•	Notice the LORD’s instruction in 16:2. 
•	Her nativity —16:3–4 

–	“of the land of Canaan” 
–	Father, an Amorite [cf. Gen. 15:16; Deut. 7:1; Josh. 24:15] 

—Amorites were Canaanites. 
–	Mother, an Hittite —Non-Semitic pagans 
–	Navel not cut — not washed in water — not salted — not 

swaddled 
•	Cast out into an open field the day she was born —16:5
•	Rescued by the LORD —16:6 
•	Made to multiply and blossom —16:7 
•	She became the LORD’S bride —16:8–14 

–	He spread His skirt over her (v. 8) —cf. Ruth 3:9. 
–	Notice what all else He did —16:9–14 

Ezekiel 14:22–23 — From where does comfort come 
concerning God’s judgement?

Ezekiel 15 — What significant factors do we see here 
in this comparison of Israel to a vine?

Ezekiel 16 — What is the significance of this com-
parison of God’s judgement of Sodom, Samaria, 
and Jerusalem?
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(2)	Jerusalem’s sin 			            —16:15–34
•	See 16:22, 32 and compare Deut. 32:15–18
•	She became a harlot through her idolatry —16:15–34
–	See 16:17–21

•	More yet —16:22–34

(3)	Jerusalem’s judgment 		           —16:35–52
•	Israel has not practiced idolatry since the captivity 	  

—16:41b 
•	Her sin is worse than that of Samaria and Sodom (cf. Matt. 

11:23–24) —16:44–52
–	Her mother and sisters —16:44–52

•	The sins of Sodom! —16:49–50
–	Six sins —16:49–50

(4)	He states the hopelessness of their restoration 		
				             —16:53–59
•	Sodom is gone! It would be impossible to even imagine her 
restoration. Just so, the restoration of Samaria and Judah is 
impossible to imagine. H o w e v e r …

(5)	Jerusalem’s restoration 		           —16:60–63
•	Nevertheless, He will restore Israel!
•	The LORD promises blessing under the Palestinian Covenant, 

and under the New Covenant —16:60

(4)	The kingdom soon to be almost completely 
destroyed		  —Ezek. 17 – 19 
(17:12–14; 18:30–32; 19:3–4, 8–9, 10–13)

•	 Ezekiel 17: 

•	Two allegories: The Two Eagles, and the Cedar
(1)	The allegory of the two eagles 	            —17:1–21

•	The great eagle —Babylon —17:3–6
•	The second eagle —Egypt —17:7–10
•	Explanation of the allegory —17:11–21
–	The king of Babylon (first eagle) He took Jehoiachin to 
Babylon in 597 B.C. [cf. vv. 3–4] —17:12
• See II Kings 24:8–16 
–	He then made Zedekiah a puppet king and made a covenant 

with him. [cf. vv. 5–6]—17:13–14
–	Zedekiah rebelled in sending his ambassadors to Egypt 

[cf. vv. 7–8] —17:15
–	Zedekiah shall die, and Egypt cannot help him —17:16–

17
–	The covenant that Zedekiah broke was a covenant with 

God —17:18-19
–	Zedekiah will be taken to Babylon (“he shall die” –v. 16) 

—17:20–21

(2)	The allegory of the cedar 	—17:22–24
•	The cedar = the house of David 

Ezekiel 17 — What truth in these two allegories con-
cerning Jerusalem and Israel relate to us today?
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•	The tender twig cropped off and planted = the Messiah 
—see Isa. 11:1; Jer. 23:5; 33:15; Zech. 3:8; 6:12
•	Planted “upon an high mountain and eminent” = Mount 
Zion 
•	With v. 24 see Luke 1:52

•	 Ezekiel 18: 

•	God’s just judgment means personal accountability.
(1)	The proverb which was circulating	—18:1–9

•	That the fathers were responsible for their judgment 
—18:2b
•	“(T)he soul that sinneth, it shall die” —18:4

(2)	God’s justice explained 	 —18:10–18
•	The just shall live for his righteousness —18:10–13
•	His unrighteous son shall die for his unrighteousness 

—18:14–18

(3)	God’s principle presented 	 —18:19–24
•	Their question —18:19
•	His principle: “The soul that sinneth, it shall die” 

—18:20
•	Repentance brings forgiveness —19:21–22
•	God’s pleasure— not death, but repentance —18:23
•	When the righteous turns to sin —18:24

(4)	Their accusation against the LORD 	—18:25–29•	
That His ways are not equal — He is not just. 

(5)	His call to them to repent 	—18:30–32
•	He has no pleasure in the death of the wicked! Turn and 

live!

•	 Ezekiel 19: 

•	A lament over the three kings of Israel — Judah is a 
lioness who was the mother of kings. 

(1)	Jehoahaz – first lion 	 	              —19:3–4
•	Carried to Egypt in 609 B.C. 
•	See II Kings 23:31–34

(2)	Jehoiachin – second lion 		              —19:5–9
•	Notice, “he devoured men” —19:6
•	The nations set against him (see II Kings 24:2) —19:8

He was 18 when he began to reign [II Chron. 36:9 says 8 
years old], and he reigned but 3 months before being  taken 
to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar in 597 B.C.
•	See II Kings 24:8–15

(3)	Zedekiah 	 	 	          —19:10–14
•	Judah is compared to a vine which was plucked up in fury 

and planted in a dry ground —19:12–13 

Ezekiel 18 — How does this explanation of God's 
just judgement and man's personal responsibility 
relate to us today?

Ezekiel 19 — What symbols or word pictures does 
God use here to describe his nation, Judah, and 
her kings?
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•	She has no strong rod to be a sceptre to rule —19:14
–	Fire is gone out of her branches —cf. 15:4; 20:47
–	No rod (cf. Jer. 48:17) —Christ is the “rod out of the stem 

of Jesse” (Isa. 11:1).
•	See II Kings 25:4–11

3.	 Seven Last Messages to Jerusalem			 
—Ezek. 20 – 24

•	 Ezekiel 20: 

(1)	God’s overall dealings with unfaithful Israel		
—Ezek. 20:1–44
(20:5–6, 11, 17, 21–23, 31–34, 41:44)

•	Review of Judah’s rebellion: 
•	Reviewing the different periods of their history, and the preser-

vation Israel for the LORD’s sake in spite of that rebellion.

(1)	Inquiry by the elders 		               —20:1–4
•	Time: Seventh year, 5th month, 10th day. (590 B.C.)
•	God would not be inquired of by the elders —20:3
•	Ezekiel was to show them the abominations of their fathers 

— a look at history:

(2)	Rebellion in Egypt 		               —20:5–9
•	Their land, “the glory of all lands” —20:6 (15)
•	He wrought for His Name’s sake, that His Name might 

not be polluted before the heathen among whom they were 
—20:9

(3)	Rebellion in the wilderness 	          —20:10–17
•	His ordinances [cf. Rom. 10:5–7; Lk. 10:25–28] —20:11 

(same statement also in vv. 13, 21)

•	They despised His ordinances —20:13 
•	Notice God’s purpose as stated in 20:14. 
•	They disobeyed, but His eye spared them —20:16–17

(4)	Rebellion of the second generation          —20:18–26
•	They rebelled, yet he withdrew His hand for His Namesake, 

that His Name might not be polluted in the sight of the 
heathen —20:21–22
•	God’s chastisement, as in Num. 25—26, by permitting 
Baal’s worshipers to tempt them to idolatry —20:25–26.

(5)	Rebellion upon entering Canaan 	 —20:27–29
•	Their sin in the land —20:28
•	Bama = “high place” —20:29 

Ezekiel 20 — How does God use Israel’s past to 
instruct the in the present state?
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(6)	Rebelliousness of Ezekiel’s generation   —20:30–32
•	He will not be inquired of by them, they are polluted —20:31 

[Compare v. 3] 

•	Notice 20:32.

(7) God will restore them to the land            —20:33–44
•	As He entered into judgment in the exodus from Egypt 

—20:36
–	See Hosea 2:14–15

•	He is purging the rebels from them then —20:37–38

•	He will regather them and they shall know that He is the LORD 
—20:40–44
(With 20:44, compare 20:9, 14, etc., a number of parallel 
references showing His divine purpose.) 

(2)	Parable of the forest of the south   			 
—Ezek. 20:45–49
(20:47)

•	Fire in the forest of the south

–	The devouring fire of war against the south (Judah) 
—20:47–49
•	“doth he not speak parables?” —20:47 [Allegory??]
•	“behold it cometh, and shall be brought to pass, saith the 

LORD God.” —21:7

(3)	The sharp sword of the LORD     —Ezek. 21
(21:9–10, 25–27)

•	 Ezekiel 21: 

(1)	The parable of the sighing prophet              —21:1–7
•	The parable of the sword of the LORD —21:3–5

(2)	Song of the sharpened, polished sword     —21:8–17

(3)	The coming of the bearer of the sword (Babylon) 	 	
				             —21:18–24

(4)	There will be no true king of Israel until Messiah 
comes 	 —21:25–27
•	Note 21:27 (vv. 25–27). See 21:26 — Crown, diadem/ 
Zedekiah, take it off (v. 26). He was the profane wicked 
prince of Israel.
•	“until He come whose right it is” —21:27b
Cf. “Shiloh,” Gen. 49:10 [Shiloh means “whose it is,” or 
“to whom it belongs.”] 

Ezekiel 21 — In this sign of the sharp sword of the 
LORD what is God communicating to Israel and 
to us today?
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(5)	The sword will finish completely 	          —21:28–32
•	Speaking of the consumption of Ammon —21:28
•	They shall be fuel for the fire — they “shall be no more 

remembered” —completely stamped out —21:32

(4)	The sins of Israel		  —Ezek. 22
(22:3, 7–9, 25–29)		

•	 Ezekiel 22: 

(1)	The sins enumerated 		             —22:1–12
-1.	idolatry —22:3
-2.	shedding of blood —22:2–4, 6, 9
-3.	disrespect —22:7
-4.	immorality —22:10–11

•	discovering their father’s nakedness = defiling their 
father’s wife

-5.	extortion —22:12

(2)	The certainty of judgment 	          —22:13–16

(3)	Dross in the furnace of God’s judgment  —22:17–22

(4)	The sins of the leaders 		           —22:23–29
•	Classes:
-1.	prophets —22:25, 28
-2.	priests —22:26
-3.	princes —22:27
-4.	people —22:29

(5)	Seeking a man to stand in the gap 	         —22:30–31
•	 Cf. Ezek. 13:5; Psalm 106:23, 30

(5)	Parable of Aholah (Samaria) and Aholibah 
(Jerusalem)			   —Ezek. 23
(23:1–4, 5, 10, 11–12, 16–18, 23–25,45)

•	 Ezekiel 23: 

•	Parable of two women: Aholah (Samaria), Aholibah 
(Jerusalem — Judah)

(1)	Introduction to the parable 	              —23:1–4
•	Two women, the daughters of one mother —23:2
•	Aholah (the elder) = “she who has her own tent”
•	Aholibah (her sister) = “my tent is in her”

(2)	The sin of Aholah (Samaria) 	            —23:5–10
•	Harlotry with:

-1.	 Idols of Assyria —23:5–7, 9
-2.	 Idols of Egypt —23:8 

Ezekiel 22:1–31 — How do these sins, which bring 
on God's judgement, relate to our nation today?

How do we make up the hedge and stand in the gap 
for our nation?

Ezekiel 23 — How are we involved in idolatry to-
day? 
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•	Samaria (Aholah) had her own religious system, it was 
not of God but began with Jeroboam’s altars (See I 
Kings 12:28–33; 13:1–6). Little wonder that Samaria 
committed “harlotries with the idols of Assyria.”
•	The judgment (v. 10) 
	 — Samaria was carried captive by Assyria in 722 
B.C., about 130 years before Ezekiel’s time.

(3)	The sin of Aholibah (Jerusalem—Judah) —23:11–21
•	“My tent is in her” (Jerusalem is in Judah). 
	 God’s Temple was in Jerusalem. When the kingdom’s were 

separated, Jerusalem and the Temple were in Judah. Thus, 
Judah continued on faithful to God for many years longer 
than Samaria did.
•	Now, though, Judah too has turned to idolatry, and that with 

Assyria —see 23:11–12
“And when her sister Aholibah saw this, she was more corrupt 
in her inordinate love than she, and in her whoredoms more 
than her sister in her whoredoms.” —23:11

•	This was the southern kingdom. Her first deportation to 
Babylon was in 606 B.C., the second, which included Ezekiel 
himself, was in 597 B.C. Ezekiel wrote from Babylonia, 
where he was a captive. 

(4)	The judgment of Aholibah 	          —23:22–35 

(5)	Judgment of Aholah and Aholibah 	         —23:36–49 
•	Notice 23:49, “Ye shall bear the sins of your idols” —cf. 

v. 35; 14:10; 16–58 

(6)	Parable of the boiling pot   —Ezek. 24:1–14
(24:1–3, 9–11) 

•	 Ezekiel 24: 

•	Ezekiel acted out this parable at the very time when siege 
began against Jerusalem —9th year, 10th month, 10th 
day (cf. II Kings 25:1). 

(1)	This siege lasted from 9/10/10 on until 11/4/9—a total 
of 1 year, 5 months and 29 days of suffering.
•	The city and Temple were destroyed. 
•	Zedekiah was carried captive. 

(2)	Ezekiel was in Babylonia, some 300 miles away. 
•	There was no TV, no radio, no telegraph — Ezekiel had 
God’s revelation, and the skeptics have great difficulty with 
Ezekiel 24:2. 
•	Remember, Ezekiel was to be a sign, so that when this 

came to pass they would know “that I am the Lord God.” 
—24:24  
—	John 13:19; 14:29 
—	Isa. 48:5 

Ezekiel 24:1–14 — What does this parable of the 
boiling pot teach us about God and his dealings 
with man?
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(3)	The Boiling Pot 		 	 	    —24:3
•	See 11:3 — Meaning that Jerusalem would prove to be an 
iron caldron–like defense from the fire—see 11:11.
•	The scum represents her sin —24:6
•	Her blood in her. She did not pour it out —24:7–8
See Lev. 17:13; Deut. 12:16
•	The fire would be hot and would consume the flesh and 

bones. —24:9–10 
•	Then the pot would be purified with fire —24:11. 
•	God would not repent of this —24:14
	 “For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction 

cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they 
shall not escape” —I Thess. 5:3.

	 “And saying, Where is the promise of His coming? for since the 
fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the begin-
ning of the creation” —II Pet. 3:4.

(7)	Sign of Ezekiel’s wife’s unmourned death	 	
			   —Ezek. 24:15–27
(24:16–18, 21–23)

•	Ezekiel was a sign, an object lesson, to the captives.
•	The same evening Ezekiel’s wife died. She is described 

as the desire of his eyes —24:16–18
•	He was not to mourn for her —24:18

–	This prompted them to inquire —24:19
–	The remainder of the chapter is his answer —24:20–27
	 God would profane His Sanctuary —24:21
	 The people would mourn as he did —24:22–24

•	Ezekiel’s dumbness —24:26–27
–	When those who escape come to Ezekiel, he will be able to 

speak again —24:26–27
–	Dumbness began in 3:26–27

He would only be able to speak when God spoke to him. Then 
he would say, “Thus saith the Lord GOD …”
–	The literal fulfillment of this prediction —33:21–22 

SUMMARY UP TO THIS POINT
THE THREE SCENES (or divisions) OF EZEKIEL

(1)	PRE-SIEGE 	 	 — Ezek. 1 – 24 
—	Judgment against Judah — Beginning before the siege, 

he kept on predicting the siege until it occurred.
(2)	SIEGE 	 	 	 — Ezek. 25 – 32 

—	Judgment against Judah’s enemies.
(3)	POST-SIEGE 	 	 — Ezek. 33 – 48 

—	Judah’s restoration 

Ezekiel 24:15–27 — What do we learn about God 
and His ways from this account of Ezekiel’s wife’s 
unmourned death?
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4.	 Seven Prophecies Against the Nations			 
				    —Ezek. 25 — 32 

(1)	Against the Ammonites         —Ezek. 25:1–7
(25:2–3, 7)

•	 Ezekiel 25: 

•	Rejoicing — The sin of rejoicing at God’s judgment 
upon Judah and Israel, especially the Temple —25:3, 6
“Because thou saidst, Aha, against my sanctuary, when it was 
profaned, and against the land of Israel, when it was desolate, 
and against the house of Judah, when they went into captivity” 
–25:3b [See v. 6]
–	See Prov. 24:17–18 [Even when it is an enemy!]

•	See Jer. 49:1–6 (esp. v. 6) 
[Other prophecies concerning Ammon: Ezek. 21:28–32; Amos 
1:13–15; Zeph. 2:8–11.]

(2)	Against Moab		 —Ezek. 25:8–11
(25:8, 11)

•	Pride — The sin of pride, minimizing God’s chosen 
(25:8). 
“Behold, the house of Judah is like unto all the heathen” 
—25:8. 
—	Moab saw nothing unique about Judah. 

Moab and Seir (Esau) —25:8 
The Ammonites too —25:10 
—	Present day Amman is located in the same area of Am-

mon. 

•	See Jer. 48 (esp. v. 47) “bring again”
[Other prophecies concerning Moab: Isa. 15 – 16; 25:10–12; 
Amos 2:1–3; Zeph. 2:8–11]

(3)	Against Edom		 —Ezek. 25:12–14
(25:14)

•	Vengeful — Their vengeance against Israel —25:12
“Because that Edom hath dealt against the house of Judah by 
taking vengeance, and hath greatly offended, and revenged 
himself upon them” —25:12b

•	See Ezek. 35 (esp. v. 9 “perpetual desolations”)
[Other prophecies: Ezek. 36:5; Isa. 34; 63:1–6; Joel 3:19; Amos 
1:11–12; Obad.; Mal. 1:2–5.]
J. Vernon McGee in commenting on Isa. 34 says that Idumea 
represents “all God’s enemies.” Also, in his comments on Isa. 
63:1–6 he says, “Edom is symbolic of the flesh and the entire 
Adamic race …” 

Ezekiel 25 — God still judges the sins of the nations.  
What sins are named for judgement in these na-
tions? 
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(4)	Against the Philistines      —Ezek. 25:15–17
(25:15, 17)

•	Hatred (enmity) — Taking vengeance with despiteful-
ness (scorn of soul) to destroy —25:15
“Because the Philistines have dealt by revenge, and have 
taken vengeance with a despiteful heart, to destroy it for the 
old hatred” —25:15

[Other prophecies: Isa. 14:29–32; Jer. 47; Amos 1:6–8; Zeph. 
2:4–7; Zech. 9:5–7]

(5)	Against Tyre and her king      —26:1—28:19
(26:1–4, 7, 12; 28:12–19)

•	 Ezekiel 26: 

•	Joy — Rejoicing in the restoration of her commerce. 
She did not care, except for herself. 
“Tyrus hath said against Jerusalem, Aha, she is broken that 
was the gates of the people: she is turned unto me: I shall be 
replenished, now she is laid waste” —26:2b

•	Prophecy of Tyre —26:3

•	Complete destruction (see Bible and Modern Science, 
by Henry Morris, Moody Press, page 111):
“For example, consider the prophecy against that great city of 
antiquity, Tyre of the Phoenicians. It is found in Ezekiel 26, 
and first describes the coming capture of the city by Nebu-
chadnezzar (vv. 7–11). This was later fulfilled quite literally. 
However, the judgment forecast in verses 4, 5: ‘They shall 
destroy the walls of Tyrus, and break down her towers: I will 
also scrape her dust from her, and make her like the top of a 
rock. It shall be a place for the spreading of nets in the midst 
of the sea,” seemed unfulfilled. History tells us that most of 
the people of Tyre escaped with their valuables to an island 
half a mile from the shore, where they built a new Tyre which 
was still great and powerful for almost 250 years. But finally 
Alexander the great finished what Nebuchadnezzar had begun. 
In his campaign of conquest through the East, the people of 
Tyre refused to surrender to him, and he seemingly had no 
way to reach the island city to capture it. However, he devised 
the ingenious plan of building a causeway from the mainland. 
The Macedonians then literally ‘scraped the dust’ of the old 
mainland city and” … laid her stones and timber and dust in 
the midst of the water” (v. 12) to build the causeway. (Note the 
change from the ‘he,’ Nebuchadnezzar, in verse 11 to ‘they’ in 
verse 12, indicating different conquerors.) The causeway was 
thus built from the remains of the old city and the island city 
was captured and sacked. Verse 21 says: ‘I shall make thee a 
terror and thou shalt be no more; though thou be sought for, 
yet shalt thou never be found again, saith the Lord GOD.’ The 

Ezekiel 26 — What sin is God judging in the nation 
of Tyre?

	
What is significant about this prophecy and it’s ful-
fillment?
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mainland city of Tyre, against which the prophecy was directed, 
was never rebuilt. There are not even ruins or mounds to mark 
the spot, which can only be approximately located from the 
writing of ancient historians. The causeway and island now 
form a desolate peninsula, which is used only by fishermen, 
for the purpose of ‘spreading their nets’ for drying.”

•	See note on dating the time spoke of here — Ezek. 
29—30. A bit later …

•	 Ezekiel 27: 

•	LAMENT FOR TYRE 

•	Tyre is compared to a stately, luxurious ship that is 
wrecked. The Phoenicians were THE sailors of ancient 
days! They sailed to distant shores: Britain, Africa

•	Look at all that wealth!!
–1.	The luxury of the ship and its crew 	 —27:1–

9a
–2.	The extent of Tyre’s commercial empire 	 	 	

—27:9b–25a
–3.	The wreck of the ship 	 —27:25b–31
–4.	Lamentation over the destruction of Tyre 			

—27:32–36

•	 Ezekiel 28: 

–1.	Warning to the Prince of Tyre 	 —28:1–10
•	The characteristic pride and rebelliousness of Satan 

is seen in the Prince of Tyre —28:2
	 Cf. II Thess. 2:3–10 [The Antichrist —v. 9, “working of 
Satan” — energized by Satan.]

•	He is characterized as very wise —28:3 	 	
[“wiser than Daniel,” that’s wise!! No secret can be held 
from him.] 

–2.	Address to the King of Tyre (Satan)	 —28:11–
19

•	This should be read in connection with that of the 
king of Babylon in Isaiah 14:12–17.

•	Here Satan is addressed as the one who “works in” 
(energizes) the king of Tyre.

	 “Wherein in time past ye walked according to the course of this 
world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit 
that now worketh in the children of disobedience” —Eph. 2:2 

Ezekiel 27 — What details does God point out in this 
lament for Tyre?

Ezekiel 28:1–10 — What qualities stand out in this 
description of the prince of Tyre?

Ezekiel 28:11–19 — From this passage note the 
significant details about Satan.
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•	Some questions about Satan from this passage:
–1.	What kind of being was he in appearance, intel-

ligence, and other excellencies?
–2.	What was his position?
–3.	What was his condition with regard to sin?
–4.	What caused his fall? —28:17 [cf. I Tim. 3:6; 

Prov. 16:18]
–5.	List the results of his fall from this passage.

(6)	Against Zidon (Sidon)      —Ezek. 28:20–26
(28:21–22)

•	Sidon, located some 20 mi. north of Tyre, was perhaps 
the oldest of the Sidonian (Phoenician) cost cities.

•	Jeremiah 27:3, 6 — Prediction of Sidon’s fall to Nebu-
chadnezzar. See also Joel 3:4–8.

•	Why God must judge the nations first. Then He can 
restore Israel to live peaceably —28:25–26

(7)	Against Egypt and her Pharaoh 			 
			   —Ezek. 29 – 32
(29:1–3, 18–19; 30:21–24; 31:18; 32:16, 32)

•	 Ezekiel 29: 

•	Next to Israel, no other nation has such a prominent place in 
Scripture as Egypt.
Egypt has the longest history of any nation in the world, including 
Israel. From the time when Abraham went to Egypt to avoid famine 
only to get into trouble with Pharaoh, until the present day, Egypt has 
held a prominent place in Biblical and secular history. Some of the 
Bible events connected with Egypt:
(1) Abraham went down —Gen. 12:10-20
(2) Joseph went down —Gen. 37
(3) Jacob went down with his family —Gen. 45
(4) Ahaz and Hezekiah both had alliances with Egypt
(5)	 Josiah was killed while meddling with a dispute between Egypt 

and Nebuchadnezzar —II Kings 23:29
(6)	 During the 400 years between the testaments, Israel suffered again 

at the hands of the Egyptians.
(7)	 Jesus, as an infant, went down to Egypt
(8)	 The Gospel made converts in Egypt during the early part of the 

Christian era.

•	Time: Tenth year, tenth month, twelfth day of the month 
— The siege of Nebuchadnezzar began 9/10/10, and the 
city fell 11/4/9 (see II Kings 25:1–3). —29:1

•	Why Egypt fell —29:3, 9
•	Israel had trusted Egypt —29:6–7, 16 
•	They would be regathered after 40 years (29:13), but not 

to be a mighty nation any longer (29:14–15).

Ezekiel 29 — What significant reasons are given here 
for Egypt’s fall?

Ezekiel 28 — From this account of God’s judgement of 
Zidon (Sidon), why must God judge the nations? 
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•	Egypt was wages for Nebuchadrezzar —29:18–20
He had not received any spoils of war from Tyre, despite the 
long siege, so Egypt would be the spoils.

•	 Ezekiel 30: 

•	The Day of the Lord 		  —30–2–3
We saw this day back in Isaiah (2:12). See also Joel 1:15.

•	They “shall know that I am the Lord” —30:8, 19
•	The judgment would be partly by Nebuchadnezzar and 

his people —30:10–11
	 Partly by God interfering with natural phenomena —30:12a
	 Idols are now gone —30:13

•	We can date these days from this chapter — Especially 
notice 30:20–24
Date: Eleventh year, first month, seventh day. This is 586 
B.C. which was 3 months after 29:1, and 4 months before the 
fall of Jerusalem (Jerusalem fell in the eleventh year, fourth 
month, ninth day of the month) This is when the LORD spoke 
to Ezekiel —30:20
What will happen? —30:21–26

Note: 
–1.	 Ezek. 29:1 —Tenth year, tenth month, twelfth day — Just half a 

year before Jerusalem fell.
–2.	 Ezek. 29:17 —Twenty seventh year, first month, first day of the 

month —April 571 B.C.
–3.	 Ezek. 26:1 —Eleventh year, first day of the month. Ezek. 26:2 

implies that the oracle came after the destruction of Jerusalem. 
Ezekiel did not hear news of this until the twelfth year, tenth month 
(33:21).

•	 Ezekiel 31: 

•	Egypt, a cedar of Lebanon — Note especially 31:18
[In Ezekiel 27, Tyre is a luxurious, elegant ship, soon ship-
wrecked by the east wind.]
•	Time —31:1 
•	Compare 31:3 with 31:18b

–1.	The magnificence of the cedar —31:1–9 
The cedar represents the Assyrian (31:3).

–2.	The fall of the cedar 31:10–14
Reason for the fall —31:10

–3.	The mourning for the cedar —31:15–17
See 31:15b–16

•	 Ezekiel 32: 

•	Time —32:1 
•	Egypt, a lion — Note especially 32:16, 32 

Ezekiel 30 — What do we learn about God is this 
continued prophecy of Egypt’s destruction?

Ezekiel 31 — What description does the analogy of 
a cedar tree give of Egypt?
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–	The Lord told Pharaoh he was like a young lion of the na-
tions, and as a whale in the seas. He troubled the waters of 
his rivers and muddied them. The Lord God would catch him 
in a net —32:2–3 

–	How He will destroy the “whale” —32:4–16 
	 They would know that He is the LORD —32:15 

•	Notice the reference to the “pit,” low parts of the earth, 
etc., in these two chapters: —31:14, 15, 16, 18; 32:18, 
23, 24, 25, 29, 30; 32:21, 27. 

	—The pit: 31:14, 16; 32:18, 23, 24, 25, 29, 30 
	—Hell (Sheol): 31:15, 16, 17; 32:21, 27 

THIS ENDS THE SECOND SECTION OF EZEKIEL: 
PROPHECIES TO THE NATIONS. Now we enter part 
three dealing with the glorious future of Judah.

5.	 Seven Messages Connected with the fall of 
Jerusalem			  —Ezek. 33 — 39
•	This section covers 14 years, from 586 B.C. to 572 B.C. 

Predictions following the siege of Jerusalem.

(1)	The watchman and his charges 			 
			   —Ezek. 33:1–20
(33:7–9, 1, 20)

•	 Ezekiel 33: 

•	A watchman, (v. 2, 7) sapa, look out or about, watch 
— “… conveys the idea of being fully aware of a situation in 
order to gain some advantage or keep from being surprised by 
an enemy.” 
The prophet is sometimes described as a watchman. Ezekiel 
was a watchman for the house of Israel (Ezek. 3:17). If he failed 
to give them God’s warning he would be responsible for their 
lives. If he faithfully warned them, he would be free. 

•	If he warns and they don’t heed, their blood shall be 
upon their own head —33:3–5

•	If he does not warn, he is responsible —33:6

•	Ezekiel is God’s watchman —33:7

•	Who is responsible? —33:8–9

•	God’s desire: that they turn from their wicked way 
—33:10–20 
God’s ways are equal (33:17, 20 —cf. 18:25, 29) 

Ezekiel 32 — In this final chapter of the prophecy 
against Egypt how does God describe Egypt and 
her destruction?

Ezekiel 33:1-20 — Relate this instruction for the 
watchman to your own personal life.
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(2)	Destruction of Jerusalem and prophecy of resto-
ration		       —Ezek. 33:21 – 34:32
(33:21–22, 32–33; 34:12–13, 24, 28)

•	The watchman’s speech returns —33:21–22
See Ezek. 3:26–27; 24:26–27; 29:21

•	Ezekiel learns of the fall of Jerusalem —twelfth year, 
tenth month, fifth day of the month —
Attitudes:
–1.	If Abraham, was one and inherited the land, , surely 

they, as many had a greater right to it —33:24
•	See Isa. 51:1–2; Matt. 3:9)
•	Answer —33:25–29

–2.	They listened as being entertained —33:30–33
•	The warning — He was a popular preacher, but his words 

were not obeyed —33:23–33 (especially 33:30–33)

•	 Ezekiel 34: 

•	The Shepherds of Israel (cf. Jer. 23:1–6) 

(1)	 Charges against the shepherds1  	              —34:1–6
–1.	 Instead of feeding them, fed off them —34:2–3

•	The question, and the answer (34:2). True also for 
the Pastor of a New Testament Church.  

–2.	 Did not care for the diseased —34:4a

–3.	 Did not seek the lost —34:4b–6

(2)	 The judgment upon the shepherds           —34:7–10
–1.	 The cause —34:7–8

–2.	 The punishment —34:9–10
•	He calls them “my flock” (34:10). They are the Lord’s 
flock.
[Every Pastor must realize that the Church he pastors 
is not his, but it is the Lord’s.]
•	Cause them to cease from feeding the flock. 
•	Neither shall they feed themselves any more. 

(3)	 The True Shepherd is active 	          —34:11–31
–1.	 He will regather —34:11–16

•	He will seek and bring —34:11, 16

–2.	 He will judge between His flock —34:17–22 

1 Every Pastor of every Church in every place would do well 
to meditate on these verses, and  make personal application. The 
question is, preacher, “How does my life compare?” Then, “What 
do I intend to do about it?”

Ezekiel 33:21-33 — How does this account of the fall 
of Jerusalem emphasize the need to hear and apply 
all of God’s Word?

Ezekiel 34:1–6 — What are the charges against the 
shepherds?

Ezekiel 34:7–10 — What are the judgements against 
the shepherds?

Ezekiel 34:11–31 — Who are the shepherds, and who 
is the True Shepherd?
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–3.	 David to be a shepherd over them            —34:23–31
•	The LORD (Jehovah) will be their God (Elohim) 

—34:24a
•	David will be their Prince —34:24b 
Is it literal David resurrected, or Christ? See Jer. 23:5 
and John 10:1–18. He is the Good Shepherd.
•	Who is the flock? —34:30–31 
•	This speaks of the Millennial regathering.

(3)	Prophecy against Mount Seir (Edom) 	 	
				    —Ezek. 35
(35:2, 9, 15)

•	 Ezekiel 35: 

•	Judgment upon Seir, or Edom. Seir speaks of the region 
where the Edomites lived. These are the descendants 
of Esau, brother of Jacob. Their beautiful land is  now 
virtually desolate.

•	They were guilty of three sins:

(1)	 They had a perpetual hatred 		  —35:5a 

(2)	 They had shed the blood of Israelites 	 —35:5b
•	They had joined with the Babylonians in killing Jews “in 

the time of their calamity, in the time when their iniquity 
had an end” (Cf. Prov. 24:17–18).

•	Their blood would be shed and their land would be desolate 
(true today) —35:6–9

(3)	 They coveted to possess the land 		 —35:10

•	The Assyrians had removed Israel, and the Babylonians 
Judah, Edom thought they would move in. 
So it is today. The Jordanians and other Arabs believe that 
the land God gave to Israel is theirs.

•	In their threats, Edom ran head-on against God:

–1.	“… as I live, saith the Lord GOD, I will prepare thee 
unto blood …” [That is Adonai Jehovah, and He does 
live!] —35:6

–2.	”… whereas the LORD was there: Therefore, as I live, 
saith the Lord GOD …” —35:10–12

•	Their desolation:

–1.	Most desolate — cities waste —35:3–4

–2.	PERPETUAL —35:9 

Ezekiel 35 — In this prophecy of judgement upon 
Edom, what reasons for the judgement are given? 

How complete will their desolation be made? 
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(4)	Prophecy to the mountains of Israel	  		
			   —Ezek. 36:1–15
(36:8, 10)

•	 Ezekiel 36: 

•	Chapters 36 and 37 speak of the regathering and the 
restoration of Israel to the land. God addresses the land 
of Israel in 36:1–15.

(1)	 Address concerning the enemy nations     —36:1–7
•	Ideas and sins of the nations: 36:2b, 4b, 5 (Idumea, Edom, 

again), 6b 

(2)	 Address concerning Israel’s restoration   —36:8–15
•	The land would yield fruit to the people of Israel —36:8–10
•	He would fill the land — man and beast —36:11–12

He will do better to the land (which he is addressing) 
than at its beginnings (v. 10). Who would know that He 
is the LORD?
•	The land would devour men no longer —36:13–15

(5)	Prophecy of a new heart for Israel   			 
			   —Ezek. 36:16–38
(36:17, 20, 23–28, 32, 36)

•	Restoration of the people to the land — He here addresses 
Israel.

(1)	 Why they were scattered 	          —36:16–20
•	They profaned His holy Name —36:20
•	How? 
–	Defiled the Land by their way —36:17
–	Shed blood and worshiped idols —36:18
•	He scattered them —36:19

(2)	 Why He will restore them 	          —36:21–24
•	For His holy Name — that’s all 

(3)	 The “new heart” for Israel 	          —36:25–38
•	This is regeneration — “Born again” —Ezek. 11:19–20, 

cf. Heb. 8:10; II Cor. 3:1–3
•	Israel returns in unbelief —36:24–38

(6)	Vision of the Valley of Dry Bones 	 	 	
			   —Ezek. 37
(37:7, 10, 11–14, 21–28)

Ezekiel 36:1–15 — In the regathering and restoration 
of Israel, what will the land know about God?

Ezekiel 36:16–24 — Why will God restore Israel to 
the land?

Ezekiel 36:25–38 — What will God do to Israel to 
restore them to the land?
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•	 Ezekiel 37: 

•	ISRAEL’S RESURRECTION FROM DRY BONES
Verse 11 is the key to the entire chapter:
–	The bones: The whole house of Israel
–	The graves: The lands of the Gentiles in which they are 

scattered

(1)	 There are four stages in the prophecy:
-1.	 Introduction 				   —37:2–6

•	God’s question —37:3
“O Lord GOD, thou knowest.” Ezekiel must have 
harbored grave doubts. But He knew God.
•	God’s command —37:4

There is a bit of humor in the idea of someone speak-
ing to dead bones. Some congregations may be like 
dead bones, but it would not be tactful to address 
them as being dead bones. Can you imagine how 
Ezekiel felt, talking to scattered bones, even though 
it was in vision?
•	God’s declared purpose —37:5–6
–God’s Word to them. See John 6:63, “It is the 
Spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: 
the Words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and 
they are life.”

–If we are to have life in our Churches it takes the 
Word of God to give it. We dare not give them the 
opinions of men (least of all, our own opinions).

-2.	 Prophecy, the bones come together 	 —37:7
-3.	 Flesh comes upon them, but still they have no life 	

—37:8–9
•	He is to prophesy to the wind —37:9

-4.	 The breath came into them, and they lived 			
—37:10

(2)	 The explanation 	 	          —37:11–14
-1.	 Identity — The whole house of Israel 	 —37:11
-2.	 Bringing them out 	 	 	 —37:12a
-3.	 Bringing them in 	 	 	 —37:12b
-4.	 Their conversion 			   —37:13
-5.	 Life through the Holy Spirit 	 	 —37:14
•	This is the resurrection of the nation Israel from the graves 

of the lands where they are scattered. God’s order: (1) The 
nation was dead for hundreds of years. (2) God brought 
them together and put flesh upon them. And (3) they are 
made alive. This is the key to understanding God’s prophe-
cies concerning His nation Israel. 
•	Life through the Spirit (v. 14) —cf. 36:27, “And I will 
put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my 
Statutes …” 

Ezekiel 37:1–14 — What are the key factors of 
this prophecy of Israel’s resurrection from dry 
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(3)	 Two sticks 			            —37:15–28
•	The Northern and the Southern kingdoms are to become 

one again. This means that there are no “ten lost tribes of 
Israel.” God knows who and where His people are, and 
He will bring them all back and make one nation of them 
once more.

•	Contrast the 18 “I wills” of the Lord GOD here with those 
of Lucifer in Isa. 14:12–17.

(4)	 David will reign over them 	          —37:24–25 

•	See Ezek. 34:24; Jer. 30:9; Hosea 3:5; Luke 1:69; Acts 2:30. 
Who is meant by “David” here? He is also the Shepherd 
(John 10:1–18). No doubt Christ.

(7)	Prophecy against Gog and Magog 			 
			   —Ezek. 38 – 39
(38:2–3, 8, 11, 16–18; 39:1–4, 9, 11–12, 25–29) 

•	 Ezekiel 38: 

•	THE NATIONS THAT WILL INVADE ISRAEL: 
This prophecy was written during the sixth Century 
B.C. — That is, later than 597 B.C., 2,500 to 2,600 
years ago.
A little less than 100 years ago a very good commentary was 
written. In it, the writer insisted that Ezekiel 38–39 could not 
be taken literally, but had to be taken figuratively. Some of 
the arguments were:

(1)	 “The nations congregated are selected from places most 
distant from Israel, and from one another, and therefore 
most unlikely to act in concert (Persians and Libyans, 
etc.).” [Libya = “Put”]
•	This argument can be easily answered if we make a brief 

comparison of the nations involved in recent crises with 
those mentioned in this prophecy. Almost all of the areas 
and peoples mentioned in Ezek. 38:2–3, 5 were involved 
against Israel in recent days.

(2)	 “The whole spoil of Israel could not have given a handful 
to a tithe of their number, or maintained the myriads of 
invaders a single day (ch. 38:12–13).”

(3)	 “The gross carnality of the representation of God’s deal-
ings with His adversaries is inconsistent with Messianic 
times.”

•	There is another prophecy which involves Gog and Magog 
which is mentioned in Rev. 20:7–9. The two accounts differ 
in their details. The battle of this prediction will take place 
following the Millennium. Some take Ezek. 38–39 to refer to 
this later battle. As is true with a number of prophecies in the 
Old Testament, this is a double reference, that is, it refers to an 

Ezekiel 37:15–28 — What significant factors does the 
vision of two sticks give us about Israel’s resurrec-
tion as a nation? 

Ezekiel 38 — How does this prophecy against Gog 
and Magog fit into God’s whole plan for Israel’s 
future?  [As we read the scripture and notes listen 
for this.]
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event which will take place during the Tribulation period, and 
a more distant event which will follow more than 1,000 years 
later. (We will see at least one double reference prophecy in 
the book of Daniel.)

(1) The invaders identified 	 	              —38:1–7
•	The principal character: Gog of the land of Magog – chief 

prince (or prince) of Meshech and Tubal
Magog which Josephus identified as the land of the Scyth-
ians, north and northeast of the Black Sea, and east of the 
Aral Seal. See Gen. 10:2. Magog was his original kingdom, 
and he probably acquired Meshech and Tubal.
—Meshech (Moschi) = Moscow
—Tubal (Tabal or Tubla) = Tobulsk
•	The Scythian Tauri in the Crimea were called “Rosh,” 

which is the root of the modern word “Russia” (vowel 
changes). Genesius, the lexicographer, agrees with this.
•	The nations which accompany him:

—	Persia = Iran
—	Ethiopia (Cush) —Cush was one of the sons of Ham. 

Also was the name of a territory occupied by his de-
scendants, spread along an extension from the higher 
Nile to the Euphrates and Tigris (Egypt and Arabia 
today).

—	Libya (Put) —Put (or Phut) was another of the sons 
of Ham. The various places where they are mentioned 
indicated a people of Africa, and probably not far from 
Egypt. Some identify it with Libya, while others argue 
for “Punt” of the Egyptian inscriptions, which is the 
entire African coast of the Red Sea.

—	Gomer —See Gen. 10:2–3. Scofield says: “Progenitor 
of the ancient Cimmerians and Cimbri, from whom are 
descended the Celtic family.

—	Togarmah — A son of Gomer, this was probably the 
ancient name of Armenia. This will be “Togarmah of 
the north quarters.”

•	God will put hooks in his jaws and bring him forth —38:4, 
(16)—God will bring him. [Cf. Exod. 9:16]
Someone has suggested that the “hook” may be the wealth 
of the Dead Sea. Whatever it is, God will cause this to 
take place, and it will be for His glory!

(2)	 The invasion described 		             —38:8–13
•	Israel’s condition —38:8, 11, 14, 16
—Back in the land —38:8, 16
—Dwelling securely —38:11, 14

[This has a great deal to do with the determination of 
the time when this event will take place.]
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•	Purpose for the invasion: Wealth —38:10–13
—	Wealth: Accumulated, agricultural, oil reserves, chemi-

cal value of the Dead Sea, geographical position (very 
important)

(3)	 God’s victory over the invaders 	          —38:14–23
•	God will be glorified in their defeat —38:16, 23

•	God will introduce Himself, as He did to Cyrus (Isa. 
44:26–45:25) —38:17

•	God’s wrath (“fury”) will be seen —38:18–23

•	 Ezekiel 39: 

(4)	 The defeat of Gog 		               —39:1–7
•	God is against him —39:1
•	He will leave but the sixth part —39:2
•	He will be smitten and fall —39:3–5

•	God will be glorified —39:6-7

(5)	 The burning of the arms of the invaders			 
				               —39:8–10
•	“seven” – completeness of cleansing —39:9

Nothing of the enemy’s shall be left to pollute the land.

(6)	 The burial ground 		           —39:11–16
•	“Hamon-gog” = The multitude of Gog. —39:11
•	Seven months burying —39:12–13
•	And systematic burying —39:14–16

(7)	 The feast for the fowl 		           —39:17–22
•	Rev. 19:17–18 extends another invitation to the fowls to 

come to a feast. That will be Armageddon.

(8)	 Israel finally restored 	 	          —39:23–29
•	What the nations will know concerning Israel’s captivity 

—39:23–24
•	Israel will experience God’s grace —39:25–29

—Mercy upon the whole house of Israel —v. 25a
—He will be jealous for His holy Name —v. 25b
—After they have borne their shame, etc. —v. 26a
—When they dwell safely —v. 26b
—He will be sanctified in them —v. 27
—They will know Him —v. 28
—He won’t hide His face from them again —v. 29a
—His Spirit will be poured out upon them —v. 29b 

Ezekiel 39 — What further details of this prophecy 
against Gog and Magog are given here?

How do they fit into Israel’s future?
[As we read scripture and the notes listen to this.]

Ezekiel 39 — What more do we learn about  God in 
this prophecy against Gog and Magog?
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6.	 Vision of Worship in the Restoration 			 
				    —Ezek. 40 — 48

•	 “These chapters give a picture of the restored Temple 
at Jerusalem during the Millennium, and of the wor-
ship of the Messiah when He shall exercise sway 
from that center to the ends of the earth.” —Christian 
Worker’s Commentary, James M. Gray, Fleming H. 
Revell Company, 1915 

(1)	The Temple		  —Ezek. 40 – 48
(40:17, 32; 41:1–2, 5–6; 42:20) 

•	 Ezekiel 40—42 describe a literal future sanctuary which will 
be built during the kingdom age. 

•	 There are 5 Temples named in the Scriptures: 

–1.	 Solomon’s —II Chron. 5:1 

–2.	 The Restoration Temple —Ezr. 6:14–15 
•	Following the Babylonian captivity, built in the third 
month of the sixth year of Darius 

–3.	 Herod’s Temple —See Especially John 2:13–16 
•	This was destroyed by Titus in 70 A.D. 

–4.	 The Tribulation Temple —II Thess. 2:3–4 
•	This will be occupied, or usurped, by the Antichrist, see 

Rev. 13. 

–5.	 The Millennial Temple —Ezek. 43:4–7 

•	 THERE ARE FIVE VIEWS OF INTERPRETATION: 
–1.	 That the passage refers to the Temple of Solomon which 

was at Jerusalem prior to the Babylonian captivity, and 
that the purpose of Ezekiel’s account is to preserve a 
memorial of it. However, no memorial is necessary, since 
the records of Solomon’s Temple already existed in Kings 
and Chronicles. Also, this description differs much from 
the Temple of Solomon. 

–2.	 That it refers to the Temple built in Jerusalem following 
the return from the 70 years in Babylonian captivity. Yet, 
there are more marks of contrast between the two Temples 
than there are of comparison. 

–3.	 That it describes the ideal Temple which the Jews  should 
have built after the return from Babylonian captivity. This 
is ridiculous. The text itself gives no reason for holding 
such an idea. 

–4.	 That this Temple is only symbolic of the spiritual blessings 
of the Church in the present age. But even those who hold 
this far-out idea cannot even name the blessings of which 
it is supposed to speak. This view is held by those who 
advocate the allegorical interpretation of the Scriptures. 
They fail to recognize the divisions of mankind into Jew, 
Gentile, and Church (I Cor. 10:32). 
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-5.	 That it speaks of a literal Temple which will be in exis-
tence during the Millennium. 

•	 Ezekiel 40: 

(1)	 Ezekiel’s vision of Jerusalem	              —40:1–5
•	Date: the 25th year of their captivity, the first month, and 

tenth day = the fourteenth year since Jerusalem was smit-
ten:
—	597 - 25 = 572 B.C. —Jehoiachin’s captivity
—	586 - 14 = 572 B.C. —Zedekiah’s captivity

•	The man with the measuring rod —40:3 	 	
	 Who was he? Dan. 10:5–6 (note the description). 
	 Zech. 2:1–3 (another one measuring)	 	
	 Rev. 21:15 (another one measuring the city)
	 Who is he? See 44:2, 5

•	Ezekiel’s responsibility —40:4
—1. I Cor. 2:9–12
—2. I John 1:1–3
This Temple does not speak of the Church. The Church is not 
“spiritual Israel,” as some say.

•	Length of the reed —40:5 

(2)	 The gate on the east 		             —40:6–19
(3)	 The gate on the north 		           —40:20–23
(4)	 The gate on the south 		           —40:24–31
(5)	 The inner court toward the east 	          —40:32–34
(6)	 The north gate, its chambers, etc. 	         —40:35–38
(7)	 The furniture in the porch of the north gate 		

				             —40:39–43
(8)	 The chambers of singers and priests      —40:44–49

•	There will be an altar, meaning sacrifices —40:47
•	The porch of the house —40:48–49 (through 41:26)

•	 Ezekiel 41: 

(9)	 The Temple proper (its arrangement)      —41:1–14
•	The Ark, the Mercy Seat, the High Priest, and the Law 

are not mentioned in this section. [There are priests, but 
no High priest — see 43:19–ff.]
•	The Glory will be there — see Ezek. 43.
•	The holy place —41:1–2
•	The most holy place —41:3–4
•	The chambers around the house —41:5–11

Notice the immensity: walls 5 cubits thick (40:9)

•	Notice the “separate place” —41:12–14 

Ezekiel 40 — God gives great detail in this description 
of the future kingdom temple.  In noting the detail, 
what do we learn about our Lord?

Ezekiel 41 — In this continued description of the future 
kingdom temple, what do we learn about our Lord 
and worship during the Kingdom?
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(10)	The interior of the House 	          —41:15–26
•	Notice how it is adorned (41:18–21, 23–26)

-1.	 Two-faced Cherubim 	—41:18
•	Face of a man: The Son of Man 
•	Face of a young lion: Lion of the tribe of Judah

-2.	 Palms (flourishing, rejoicing, triumph) 
•	See Lev. 23:40 — Feast of Tabernacles
	 Rejoicing before the LORD 7 days
•	See John 12:13 — Jesus’ reception as King by the 

people
•	See Psalm 92:12 — Flourishing. Perpetual fruitful-

ness — fruit always.

•	 Ezekiel 42: 

•	More Temple Measurements

(1)	 The three story chamber buildings           —42:1–12
•	Note the “separate place” —42:1, 10, 13.

–	“To make a separation between the sanctuary and the 
profane [common] place.” —Ezek. 44:23
–	See 42:14 — the action of the priests in light of this 

separation
–	I Cor. 6:19–20 [Rom. 8:9]
–	II Cor. 6:14–18 — Come out from what? From unbeliev-

ers.
Does this mean isolation? No. We must reach lost men with 
the Gospel message. How can we do this if we isolate our-
selves. We must not be unequally yoked (in the Lord’s work) 
with lost men and women. We cannot work with unbelieving 
denominations.

(2)	 The purpose of the chambers	          —42:13–14
•	Where the priests will eat the holy things

(3)	 The measurement of the Temple	          —42:15–20
•	It was 500 reeds by 500 reeds, about one mile on each side 

(the reed was 6 cubits long): The cubit and the handbreadth 
= 20.679 inches. Thus, 6 x 20.679 ÷ 12 = 10.3395 feet for 
the reed. 500 reeds = 5,169.75 feet

(2)	The Glory of the Lord	       —Ezek. 43
(43:2, 3–4, 5, 7)

•	 Ezekiel 43: 

•	 THE GLORY RETURNS (See notes on Ezek. 8–11)
–1.	 In chapters 40 – 48 the prophet sees the future restoration 

of Israel and her Glory in the Kingdom. He describes the 
restored city and Temple, far greater than anything that 
Israel has ever known.

–2.	 In Ezek. 43:1–6 he sees the Glory of God return to the 
Temple (cf. 11:23). Notice that the Glory will return 

Ezekiel 42 — From this continued description of the 
future kingdom temple, what do we learn about our 
LORD and our worship of Him?

Ezekiel 43 — In this prophecy of the return of God’s 
glory, what do we learn about God Himself?



“Salting the Oats”

©
 P

io
ne

er
 E

du
ca

tio
na

l R
es

ou
rc

es
12

01
7 

Ar
ag

on
 A

ve
nu

e,
 S

t. 
Lo

ui
s,

 M
O

 6
31

38

149

Raising Godly GenerationsEzekiel

using the reverse of  exactly the same route by which 
it departed. Of course, Jesus Christ is the Glory of the 
LORD, and He will return the Glory of God to the nation 
of Israel. 

–3.	 It is clear that the Word given in chapters 40 – 48 was 
not fulfilled when the Jews returned to their land after 
the Babylonian captivity. This has a future fulfillment, 
to take place when Jesus returns to this earth to reign.

–4.	 God is concerned with His Glory. See I Cor. 6:19–20 for 
the application to the believer. We may grieve the Spirit of 
God and lose His Glory in our daily walk (Eph. 4:30).

(1) The return of the Glory of the LORD          —43:1–5
•	The LORD is speaking in 43:6. His Glory has returned 

—43:1–5.

(2)	 The throne 			                —43:6–9
•	They will no more defile it —43:7
•	He will dwell in their midst for ever —43:9

(3)	 Their shame 			            —43:10–12
•	“… show the house to the house of Israel that they may 

be ashamed of their iniquities.” —43:10
	 Understand this in light of 43:11–12:

-1.	“If they be ashamed of all that they have done, show 
them the form of the house …” —43:11a

-2.	Show its ordinances, forms, laws —43:11b
-3.	Its whole limit is all holy —43:12

(4)	Measurement of the altar of sacrifice     —43:13–17

(5)	 The ordinances of the altar	          —43:18–27
•	The Offerings: Some object to the idea that there will be 
animal sacrifices in the Millennial Temple. Their argument 
is that Christ fulfilled the Law fully in being the true Sacri-
fice.  However, as the Levitical sacrifices pointed forward 
to Christ, the Millennial sacrifices will look backward to 
Christ. They will be memorial in nature. 

(3)	The Prince, the priests and the offerings     		
			        —Ezek. 44 – 46
(44:1–4, 15–16; 45:17; 46:1–3)

•	 Ezekiel 44: 

•	Holiness — Separation
(1)	 The Gate for the Prince		               —44:1–3

•	The eastern gate of modern Jerusalem is shut, completely 
walled up. However, that is the gate of the city. This pas-
sage speaks of the gate of the Millennial Temple.

•	It is through this gate that the Glory of the LORD came 
(43:4–5).

Ezekiel 44 — In this chapter God gives instruc-
tion concerning the Prince, the priests and the 
offerings for worship in the future sanctuary.  
Note the specific details for each as you read this 
chapter.



“Salting the Oats”

©
 Pioneer Educational R

esources
12017 Aragon Avenue, St. Louis, M

O
 63138

150

Raising Godly Generations Ezekiel

•	The Prince of v. 3 is not the Messiah, judging from his 
actions in Ezek. 45:17, 22, etc.
-	His offerings —45:17, 22, etc.
-	His regulations —46:16–18

•	He will enter by that closed Temple gate —46:1–3

(2)	 Concerning aliens 		               —44:4–8
•	They will no longer be permitted in the Temple. The tasks 

will all be done by the priesthood. They had “set keepers,” 
possibly captives (44:8). 

(3)	 The Levites 			              —44:9–14

(4)	 The Zadokites 	 	 	          —44:15–27
•	Ezekiel was of Zadok.
•	See I Kings 2:26–27, and compare I Sam. 2:30–36. 
Solomon set aside the household of Eli from being 
priests because of the sins of Eli and his sons. Zadok 
was put in his place. See Ezek. 43:19; 48:11. 

(5)	 The inheritance of the Priests	          —44:28–31
•	The offerings

•	 Ezekiel 45: 

(1)	 The holy portion of the land	              —45:1–8
•	There is a question as to the measurements here, as “reeds” 

is in italics. Ryrie and others say these are measured in 
cubits. However, this writer affirms that these measure-
ments are in reeds, a reed being 10.34 feet in length. Why 
reeds rather than cubits?
–	Reeds are introduced in 40:5 and are used up to this point.
–	The sanctuary dimensions were given earlier in reeds as being 

500 reeds square (42:15–20). 

•	In an article published in 1948, Unger has indicated that 
the cubit used is “the middle cubit” of 14.4 inches, making 
the reed 7.2 feet. 

•	Note: Though this account may prove to be confusing, 
it is made clear in Ezek. 48:8–20. The area set apart is 
25,000 reeds square, divided into 3 parts. (1) A part 25,000 
x 10,000 reeds for the Levites (45:5; 48:13–14), (2) A 
part 25,000 x 10,000 reeds for the priests and the Temple 
(45:4; 48:10–12), and (3) A portion 25,000 x 5,000 reeds 
for the city (45:6; 48:15–19). 

–1.	 The oblation to the LORD, the holy portion: length – 
25,000 reeds = 258,487.5 feet (48.96 mi.), and breadth 
– 10,000 reeds = 103,395 feet (19.58 mi.), that would 
be over  613,500 acres. A pretty good ranch! “This 
shall be holy in all the borders thereof round about.” 
—45:1 
[In cubits it would be about x 2.8 miles, almost 13,000 
acres.]

Ezekiel 45 — In this continued prophecy of worship in 
the kingdom, note the precise details given here.
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–2.	 The sanctuary (measured earlier in 42:15–20) 500 reeds 
square = about 5,169.75 feet square = 613.55 acres. 
With 50 cubits round about for suburbs.—45:2
[In cubits this would be about 750 x 750 feet, over 12 
acres]

–3.	 The portion for the city 5,000 x 25,000 —45:6

–4.	 The portion for the Prince — extending 25,000 to the 
east and to the west from the holy portion (25,000 
wide) —45:7–8

(2)	 Instructions to the Princes of Israel         —45:9–17
•	Justice —45:9 

•	Proper measures —45:10–12

•	Oblations —45:13–16

•	The Prince’s duties (sin offering, etc., “to make reconcili-
ation for the house of Israel”) —45:17

(3)	 Feasts and offerings 		           —45:18–25
•	1/1 —A young bullock to cleanse the sanctuary —45:18–

19

•	1/7 —The same for “every one that erreth” (etc.) 
—45:20

•	1/14 —The Passover (looking back to Calvary). And the 
Prince shall offer for himself and for all the people of the 
land a young bullock and there will be other daily offer-
ings for 7 days —45:21–24

•	7/15 —Tabernacles for 7 days —4:25

•	 Ezekiel 46: 

•	The worship of the Prince — feasts and offerings 
continued —

(1)	 Sabbaths and new moons	            —46:1–12

(2)	 Daily and continual offerings 	          —46:13–15

(3)	 Regulations for the Prince 	          —46:16–18
•	His sons and servants, and his inheritance 

(4)	 Cooking places for the sacrifices 	         —46:19–24 

Ezekiel 46 — In this continued prophecy of worship 
in the kingdom what to we learn about God?
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(4)	The river and the land	         —Ezek. 47 – 48
(47:1, 9, 12, 13–14; 48:29, 35)

•	 Ezekiel 47: 

(1)	 The River of the Sanctuary 	            —47:1–12
•	Its source —47:1–12

Here is the eastern gate again
•	If the Temple is literal, so must be the river
•	Compare this river with that of Zech. 14:8–9 and Rev. 

22:1–ff. 

 
J. Vernon McGee:

		  v. 3	     — Ankle deep — The walk of the believer
		  v. 4a   — Knee deep — Prayer
	 	 v. 4b   — To the loins — Service, “gird up your loins”
		  v. 5      — A river that could not be passed over — Fullness 

of blessing in the Millennium.

 

•	Israel, “The most talked about place on the earth” –Ezek. 
36:33–35
•	Israel and the land are related. When Israel is in the land, 

something is going to happen!

(2)	 The Millennial division of the land – General bound-
aries 				             —47:13–23
•	A double portion for Joseph —47:13
–	See Gen. 48:5 and I Chron. 5:1 — The double portion 
of the firstborn to Joseph. 

•	Follow the boundaries, and compare I Kings 8:65; II 
Kings 14:25; and Amos 6:14. Compare these boundaries 
with the promise given to Abraham (Gen. 15:18–21) and 
with the instructions which were given to Joshua (Josh. 
13:1 — 19:51).

•	 Ezekiel 48: 

(3)	 The Millennial division of the land among the tribes of 
Israel 			                            —48:1–29
-1.	 Dan. 			   —48:1

•	Dan was the 5th son of Jacob. His mother was Bilhah, 
Rachel's maid. Dan  means "judging."  (See Gen. 30:1–6; 
49:16–18.)

•	Dan does not appear among the 12 Tribes in Rev. 7:4–8, 
which would be during the Tribulation. He does appear here 
in the Millennial arrangement. 

-2.	 Asher 			   —48:2 
•	He was 8th in order of birth. Born of Zilpah, Leah's maid. 

Asher means "happy," (see Gen. 30:12–13; 49:20). 

Ezekiel 47 — In this continued prophetic description 
of the kingdom what do we learn about God and 
His ways?

Ezekiel 48 — In this final prophetic description of 
the millennial kingdom what do we learn about 
God and His ways?
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-3.	 Naphtali 			   —48:3 
•	The 6th son of Jacob, of Bilhah, Rachel's maid. Naphtali 
means "wrestling." (See Gen. 30:7–8; 49:21.) 

-4.	 Manasseh 			   —48:4 (Cf. 47:13) 
•	Manasseh was Joseph's firstborn (Gen. 41:51). Joseph was 

11th in the order of birth, was the son of Rachel, Jacob's 
favorite wife. Joseph had also been favored by Jacob. Ma-
nasseh means "one who causes to forget." 

•	Jacob adopted Joseph's two sons (Gen. 48:5, "shall be mine"). 
These two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim, took the places of 
Simeon and Levi among the tribes of Israel. Simeon was 
given an inheritance within the inheritance of the tribe of 
Judah. The Levites had no inheritance of their own but were 
scattered throughout the land (Num. 35:1–8; Josh. 21). 

-5.	 Ephraim 			   —48:5 (Cf. 47:13) 
•	Ephraim, "fruitful," was Joseph's second son (Gen. 41:52). 

When Jacob was blessing Joseph's two sons, he passed over 
Manasseh, the firstborn, and blessed Ephraim, the younger 
(Gen. 48:8–14). 

•	Ephraim became a great tribe in Israel. This tribe became 
dominant among the northern tribes and was equated with 
Israel (See Isa. 7:2; 9:9; 28:1). Ephraim (the 10 northern 
tribes) was first to become apostate and was carried into 
Assyrian captivity during Isaiah's day, in 722 B. C. 

-6.	 Reuben 			   —48:6 
•	The eldest son of Jacob, born of Leah, Reuben means "see, 
a son." (See Gen. 29:31–32; 49:34.) He was weak and un-
stable. His greatest sin was to lay with Bilhah, Rachel's maid, 
Jacob's concubine (Gen. 35:22). He showed great weakness 
in not standing up for Joseph (Gen. 37:22, 29–30; 42:22). 
He gave foolish assurance to his father in Gen. 42:37–38. 
Judah prevailed over Reuben (I Chron. 5:1–2). 

-7.	 Judah 			   —48:7 
•	Judah was of Leah, the 4th son of Jacob. His name means 
"praise." (See Gen. 29:35; 49:8–12.) He showed little real 
character (See Gen. 38) until in Gen. 43:8–9 where he became 
surety for Benjamin. There Judah prevailed with Jacob (I 
Chron. 5:1–2). How can anyone read Gen. 44:16–34 without 
emotion, as Judah plead for Benjamin and presented himself 
as surety? This great appeal reveals a change of attitude 
among the brothers.  He thus also prevailed with Joseph. 
David and Christ were of Judah (Gen. 49:10). [See my notes 
on Genesis.] 

-8.	 The Oblation for the Sanctuary — 25,000 reeds 	 	
				    —48:8–22

-9.	 Benjamin 	 	 	 —48:23 
•	Benjamin was of Rachel, Jacob's favorite wife. He was 

the youngest son of Jacob. His name means "son of my 
right hand." (See Gen. 35:16–18; 49:27). King Saul was 
of Benjamin as was the Apostle Paul. This tribe was nearly 
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exterminated at one time (Judges 19:1 – 21:25). There had 
been wicked sodomites in Gibeah. The Benjamites were 
great fighters (Gen. 49:27). 

-10.	 Simeon 	 	 	 —48:24 
•	Second son, born of Leah. Simeon means "hearing." (See 

Gen. 29:33; 49:5–7.) He and Levi treacherously destroyed 
the Shechemites (Gen. 34:25). 

-11.	 Issachar 			   —48:25 
•	Ninth son, born of Leah. His name means "hire." (See Gen. 

30:17–18; 49:14–15.) 

-12.	 Zebulun 	 	 	 —48:26 
•	Son #10, born of Leah. His name means "dwelling." (See 

Gen. 30:19–20; 49:13.) 

-13.	 Gad 			   —48:27 
•	Gad was number 7 in the order of birth. His mother was Zil-
pah, Leah's maid. Gad means "a troop." (See Gen. 30:9–11; 
49:19; I Chron. 5:18–22 and 12:8–15.) 

-14.	 The extent of the land and instructions 	 	 	
				    —48:28-29 
•	The arrangement given here differs from that shown in 
Joshua 13–17. Since the people have been out of the land 
for centuries, there is no disruption or confusion because 
of relocation. The Lord saw away down the road, past the 
dispersion. 

(4)	 Description of the city 		           —48:30–35
•	Notice the 12 gates of the city, one for each tribe. Joseph’s 

name is there. He is represented in the division by Manasseh 
and Ephraim.

•	Compare this arrangement with that of the tribes around 
the Tabernacle during the wilderness journey (Num. 
2:1–31).

THE END OF EZEKIEL 


