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Esther Raising Godly Generations

Bible Synthesis II
(Bible Survey)

OVERVIEW OF ESTHER

The book of Esther, the picture of God’s providence
without His name being used even once in the book, and
without there being any mention of prayer or of worship. God
is keeping His promise to Abraham which was made almost
16 centuries earlier. Did they pray? Undoubtedly so. It is
recorded in this book that they fasted (e.g., 4:16).

These are His people. They are out of the land in judg-
ment. Some of the Jews have returned to Jerusalem, but many
more are scattered throughout the world. He is watching over
them, and He uses Esther as His instrument to protect and
preserve His people. Matthew Henry said, “If the name of
God is not here, His finger is.”

1. Esther Becomes Queen —Esther 1 — 2

• Esther 1:

1. Feast by Xerxes of 180 days —1:1-4

(1) Xerxes (Ahasuerus), reigned from India to Ethiopia over
127 provinces. —1:1

(2) In the 3rd. year of his reign he made a feast for all his princes
and servants, the power of Persia and Media — with the
nobles of the provinces present also. —1:2-3

(3) He showed off the riches of his kingdom and the honor of his
excellent majesty 180 days. —1:4

• According to Herodotus, Greek historian (b. 484 B.C.), they
planned their great invasion of Greece, a battle which they
lost at every turn and which changed the course of history.
Cf. Dan. 2:39; 7:5-6 and 8:1-25.

• This was literally a drinking feast and rates with the feast of
Belshazzar of Daniel 5 in shame. For, drunken planning
brings drunken plans.

2. The Second feast of 7 days —1:5–9

(1) This was for those of the palace. —1:5a

(2) It was a most elegant feast —1:5b–7

• In the court of the garden of the king’s palace

• Beautiful hangings

• Golden vessels and much wine

(3) Rules of drinking —1:8

• Freedom — none was compelled.

• License — it was “according to every man’s pleasure.”

(4) Vashti had also made a feast. —1:9

• It was for the women of the “royal house.”

Esther 1 — We now see Israel in captivity and God’s
protection of her. In what ways do we see Persia
without God, and what violations of God’s
Word do we see here?
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3. Vashti’s Refusal and Public Divorce —1:10–22

(1) Vashti, the queen refused to be exhibited. —1:10–12

-1. The queen summoned —1:10–11

• On the last day of the feast he summoned the queen to
come and show off her beauty. She was beautiful.

• He had shown off his wealth and majesty. Now he will
show off his queen in her beauty and her royal crown—
so he thinks.

-2. She refused to come. —1:12

• Ahasuerus was “very wroth.”

(2) Her refusal was turned into a crisis. —1:13–20

-1. The king turned to his wise men. —1:13–15

• He sought an opinion of her behavior according to
their law.

-2. The opinion of the wise men —1:16–18

• Who decided this? Memucan. —1:16
 [Was he by chance a henpecked man in Persia?]

• She had done wrong to the leaders in all the provinces
of the king. —1:16–17
- The news of her refusal would spread to all parts of the

empire.
- It threatened the supremacy of the males.

• There would arise much contempt and wrath. —1:18

- Notice his fear as expressed in this verse.

-3. The recommendation of the wise men —1:19–20

• That the king issue a decree —1:19
- That the decree be written in among the laws of the Medes

and Persians
— Those laws were unchangeable: “that it be not altered”

(see 8:8 and Dan. 6:8).

- It was that Vashti not be allowed to come before the king
— This meant divorce.

- That her royal estate be given to another — This meant she
would be replaced as queen.

(3) Vashti divorced —1:21–22

-1. The king was pleased with the advice. —1:21

-2.  The king issued a royal decree. —1:22

• He sent letters to all his provinces.

• Every man “should bear rule in his own house.”

• The decree was to be published.

• Esther 2:

• The choice of Esther to be Vashti’s Successor
- This choice was made 4 years after Vashti’s deposition, a year

after Xerxes suffers his great defeat by the armies of Greece.

4. The search for a successor to Vashti —2:1–4
• They searched for a young virgin to take the place of Vashti.

Esther 2 — In the midst of this heathen society how
do we see the presence and power of God?
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(1) The king’s wrath was appeased. —2:1

• Some think that the “these things” refers to his defeat at
Plataea (Greece) in 480 B.C. That battle marked the end
of what is called by historians, the Persian Wars.
- Herodotus says that, following this defeat, he once again

turned his attention to his harem.
- However, since the passage itself does not mention this, it is

probable that “these things” refers to that which took place in
chapter 1.

(2) The king’s servants suggested the search. —2:2

• The search would be for “fair young virgins.”

• This was not voluntary, it was a conscription.

(3) The search was through all the empire. —2:3

• They would be brought to Shushan the palace.

• They would be turned over to the keeper of the women.
- The Chamberlain was an Eunuch.

• There they would go through ceremonies of purification.

(4) The king was to choose the maiden. —2:4

5. Introduction to Mordecai and Hadassah (Esther)—2:5–7

(1) Mordecai, of Benjamin —2:5–6

• He was in Shushan the palace.

• He was a descendant of Kish who was carried captive by
Nebuchadnezzar with Jeconiah. That was in 597 B.C.

(2) He brought up Hadassah —2:7

• Hadassah (Esther), his cousin, was an orphan.
- Esther was fair and beautiful.

6. The virgins are gathered, and Esther with them—2:8–11

(1) They gathered the young virgins. —2:8

• Many maidens were gathered to the palace.

• Esther was also brought and placed in the custody of
Hegai.

(2) Esther pleased Hegai. —2:9

• He “speedily” gave her things for purification.

• He gave her 7 maidens out of the king’s house.

• He put her and her maidens in a preferred place.

(3) She had not revealed her people (nationality). —2:10

• Mordecai had told her to not reveal “her people nor her
kindred.”

(4) Mordecai showed his concern for Esther. —2:11

• His concern was revealed by checking on her daily.

7. The turns of the various ladies —2:12–14

(1) Their purification, etc. —2:12

• The purification lasted 12 months.

(2) Their turns before the king —2:13–14

• Every maiden came before the king. —2:13
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• Each one became a part of his harem. —2:14
- None could come before the king again except the king sum-

moned her.

8. Esther’s turn to go before the king —2:15–18

(1) She asked for nothing. —2:15

• See I Pet. 3:3–4 —
“Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting
the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; But
let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not
corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which
is in the sight of God of great price.”

(2) She went in on the 10th month, 7th year. —2:16

• That was the 7th year of his reign — 478 B.C.

(3) Esther is crowned queen —2:17–18

-1. The king loved her. —2:17a

-2. The king crowned her. —2:17b

-3. The king made a great feast. —2:18

• This was Esther’s feast.

• He made a release to all provinces.
- A release of taxes, a holiday, or a release of prisoners.

• He gave gifts “according to the state of the king.”

9. Adding to the harem, and Mordecai —2:19

(1) Ahasuerus added to his harem.
• It was a second gathering of virgins.

• Esther had been made queen, but he desired more.

(2) Mordecai sat in the king’s gate
• This position put him in a position to have a great influ-

ence upon the events to follow and the salvation of his
people.

10. Esther still had not revealed her nationality —2:20
• She was obedient to Mordecai (Cf.. v. 10).

• This shows her respect to him.

11. Mordecai exposed a threat against the king —2:21–23

(1) The plot of the two “chamberlains.” —2:21

• Chamberlain = eunuch

• These two men kept the door.

• They were “wroth” and sought to “lay hand on” the king.

(2) Mordecai reported the plot to Esther —2:22

• Esther “certified the king thereof.”

(3) The execution of the conspirators —2:23

• Inquisition was made and facts were known.

• Both conspirators were hanged.

• The event was recorded in the chronicles of the kingdom.
- This is also important to the events which follow, as we shall

see.
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• Already Esther has saved the King’s life.

2. Esther Saves Her People —Esther 3 — 7

• Esther 3:

• The conspiracy by Haman
- The Jewish orphan girl, brought up by her cousin Mordecai,

was lifted to the Persian throne. At that time the nation, Persia,
ruled over half of the then–known world.

1. Who was Haman? He was an Agagite —3:1a

• I Sam. 15:8, Agag was the king of the Amalekites who was spared by
Saul but later slain by Samuel. Amalek was one of the descendants of
Esau. God had said that there would be perpetual war between Israel
and Amalek —Ex. 17:16.

2. The pride of one vain man —3:1b–6

• His proud purpose, to cause the death of an entire nation.

(1) Haman elevated —3:1b

(2) Refusal of Mordecai to reverence Haman —3:2–3

• Why would Mordecai not bow? —3:2

- Remember in the book of Daniel, the 3 Hebrew children and
their refusal to bow. Mordecai, a Benjamite, would not bow to
one of the house whom Saul, who was also of Benjamin, was to
destroy —I Sam. 15:7–9.

• Mordecai’s transgression  —3:3

- He was transgressing the king’s commandment.

(3) Haman’s wrath vented against all Jews —3:4–6

-1. Report to Haman —3:4

-2. Haman’s wrath —3:5

• Haman’s attitude shows that he was a little man. Why
should the refusal of one single man to bow bother him
so much?

• Haman’s attitude toward the Jews has been a common
one down through the centuries. It will be the position
of the “man of sin” —Rev. 13:1–8.

-3. Haman’s hatred of all Jews —3:6

• He would not lay hands on Mordecai alone, because
he knew who Mordecai’s people were.

3. Haman then chose a time to strike against the Jews—3:7

(1) Casting lots (pur)

• The time of casting the lot: In the first month, Nisan, of the
12th year of king Ahasuerus, they cast “Pur” to determine
when to carry our Haman’s plan.

• We get “Purim,” the feast from “Pur,” meaning “the lot.”

- See Esther 9:24.

Esther 3 — What different sins are being committed
here and how do they effect those committing
the sins and others?

How do we see the truth “no man sins unto himself”
effect our life as well?
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(2) The time set by lot for the destruction of the Jews:

• It would be carried out in the month Adar, the 12th month.
 -See Esther 9:1.

• This gave the Jews plenty of time to come up with a way
to protect themselves.
- God provided the way.

4. Haman then accused the Jews to King Ahasuerus—3:8–15

(1) He presented them as being different —3:8

• They have diverse laws (God’s Laws)

• They do not observe the king’s laws.
- This referring, of course, to Mordecai’s refusal to bow, which

was contrary to the “king’s commandment” (See 3:3).

(2) He called for their destruction. —3:9

• “If it please the king, let it be written” — he needed a
decree from the king.

• “… that they may be destroyed …”

• He (Haman) would pay 10,000 talents of silver to those
who destroyed them.
- Of course the money would come out of the treasury. And later

it would be paid back (4:7). (3:9, 11).

(3) Authority and provision from the king —3:10–11

• The king gave Haman the authority, his ring. —3:10
- This shows that the king greatly trusted Haman.

• The king also gave Haman the silver needed. —3:11a

• The king gave him freedom to do as he wished. —3:11b

(4) Haman’s decree was then sent. —3:12–15

-1. The preparation of the letters —3:12

• The date: 13th day of the first month. [Cf. 3:7.]

• He called the king’s scribes.

• They prepared the decree (letters) and sent it.

• It was to every province in their language.
- There were 127 provinces to be informed (1:1), and like-

wise, even more languages and dialects into which to
translate the decree.

• It was sent in the name of the king.
- Many people were involved now, for it was with the

authority of the king.

-2. The message of the decree —3:13

• To destroy, kill, and cause to perish all Jews.

• It included both young and old, male and female.

• They were then to take spoil of those whom they had
killed.

• This to be done on the 13th day of the 12th month.

-3. Everyone was to be ready on that day. —3:14

• People in every province would be ready.



“Salting the Oats”

©
 P

io
ne

er
 E

du
ca

tio
na

l R
es

ou
rc

es
R

t. 
3,

 B
ox

 2
32

0,
 R

ap
id

 C
ity

, S
D

  5
77

01

569

11/11/99

Esther Raising Godly Generations

-4. How the people reacted to the decree —3:15

• There was indifference on the part of the king and
Haman. They sat down to drink.

• The city of Shushan was perplexed.

• Esther 4:

• We see the sorrow of Mordecai and his action.

5. Great mourning by the Jews —4:1–4

(1) Mordecai’s mourning and sackcloth —4:1–2

-1. In the midst of the city —4:1

• He rent his clothes and put on sackcloth.

• He went out into the midst of the city crying loudly
and bitterly.

-2. He could not enter the king’s gate. —4:2

• No one could enter that gate clothed in sackcloth.

(2) Mourning throughout the provinces —4:3

• There was great mourning among the Jews.

• They fasted, wept, and wailed.

• Many lay in sackcloth and ashes.

(3) Esther grieved —4:4

• But she did not know yet.

• She sent clothing to Mordecai to replace his sackcloth.

6. Esther then sent word to Mordecai by Hatach —4:5–9

(1) Hatach was her personal attendant (a chamberlain – eu-
nuch). —4:5a

(2) Her query of Mordecai —4:5b–6

• She wanted to know what and why.

• Hatach found him in the street before the king’s gate.

(3) Mordecai’s answer by Hatach —4:7–8

-1. He told him what had happened —4:7

• He told him of the sum of money provided out of the
king’s treasuries.

-2. He gave Hatach a copy of the decree —4:8a

•  This was for Esther to see.

-3. He charged her to appeal to the king. —4:8b

• He asked that she make supplication before the king
for him (Mordecai) and her people.

-4. Hatach delivered Mordecai’s message. —4:9

7. Esther’s response to Mordecai’s message —4:10–11

(1) Esther again sent Hatach to Mordecai. —4:10

Esther 4 — Note the different responses to this
decree and what they tell us about their concept
of God.
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(2) She said that it is too dangerous —4:11

-1. No one could go before the king without being called.

-2. The law (of the land) was that such a person would be
put to death.

-3. The only escape was if the king would extend his golden
sceptre.

-4. She had not been called in for thirty days.

8. Mordecai’s appeal to Esther —4:12–14

(1) She would not escape either —4:12–13

(2) Mordecai’s faith expressed —4:14

-1. If she did hold her peace deliverance would come from
another.

• But she and her father’s house would be destroyed.

-2. Then the FIRST GREAT STATEMENT OF THE BOOK:
“… and who knoweth whether thou art come to the
kingdom for such a time as this?”

9. Esther’s courage —4:15–17

• She rose to the occasion:

(1) Her answer and appeal to Mordecai —4:15–16

• Her response: “… gather together the Jews … and fast for
me” –for three days, night and day—4:16a

- NOTICE FASTING IN THIS BOOK WHICH DOES
NOT ONCE MENTION THE NAME OF GOD!

- They were to fast for her three days.

• THE SECOND GREAT STATEMENT OF THE BOOK:
“… and if I perish, I perish” —4:16b.

(2) Mordecai did as Esther had charged him to do. —4:17

• Esther 5:

10. Esther’s request before the king —5:1–8

(1) Esther courageously approached the king —5:1–3

-1. It was on the third day that she entered the court. —5:1

-2. The king saw her and she obtained favor. —5:2

• He held out the sceptre.

• She approached and touched the top of it.

-3. The king asked her what her request was —5:3

• He invited her to make a large request, “it shall be even
given thee to the half of the kingdom.”
- Was he sincere in his generous offer? We don’t really

know. Perhaps the Lord had made him much more gener-
ous than ever before. If so, what a sign of answered prayer
(which always accompanies fasting in the Scriptures).

Esther 5:1–8 — What insight do we gain here about
making wise appeals?
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• This king was unpredictable, quite likely to fly into an
unexplainable fit of passion at any time. Also, this was a
Persian custom (5:2). See 4:11.
Hellespont = the Dardanelles — a strait in Turkey con-
necting the Sea of Marmara and the Aegean, 37 mi. in
length and as narrow as 1,400 yards). At one time this mad
king ordered this troubled body of water chained.

• Note: The approachability of our King: John 14:13–14;
Hebrews 4:16; 10:20–22.

(2) Esther’s simple request of the king —5:4–5
• Esther invited the king and Haman to the banquet —5:4
• The king and Haman came™ to the banquet. —5:5

- The king hurried Haman.

(3) Esther then invited them to a second banquet —5:6–8

-1. The king again invites a request from Esther. —5:6
• It is again very generous. His heart is prepared.

-2. She postponed her request to the next day. —5:7–8
• She then requested that they come to a second ban-

quet.
• She will make her request at that one.

• Note:  Some think that she lost courage at the first
banquet. It is impossible to know. However, what-
ever happened, it was providential. We simply ac-
cept the Word as written without speculating.

11. Haman’s mistaken elation —5:9–12

(1) Haman went forth elated —5:9
• His elation was only cooled by Mordecai who did not

stand up or move for Haman.

(2) Haman went to his home. —5:10–12

-1. He “refrained himself” – not retaliating against Mor-
decai at that time. —5:10

-2. He called his friends and family and related his fortunes
—5:11–12
• He called friends and Zeresh, his wife. —5:11
• He expressed the reason for his joy in his home. —

5:12

12. Haman’s plot against Mordecai —5:13–14

(1) He told how Mordecai ruined his joy. —5:13

• Just seeing Mordecai sitting at the kings gate was enough
to ruin his joy.

(2) His family made a suggestion —5:14

• The suggestion:

-1. Its source: His wife and friends.

Esther 5:9–14 — What does Haman’s response
teach us about how bitterness controls?
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-2. Its nature: Hang Mordecai

• They suggested that a gallows be prepared on which to
hang Mordecai.

-3. Its authority: Speak to the king about the hanging.

• He could then go merrily to the banquet with the king.

-4. He caused the gallows to be made.

• Esther 6:

13. God at work —6:1–3

(1) The king’s insomnia —6:1a

• Haman’s carpenters may well have worked that night.
Whether or not they worked, certainly the LORD did.

- Prov. 21:1, “The king’s heart is in the hand of the LORD,
as the rivers of water: He turneth it whithersoever He
will.”

(2) The king’s diversion in his sleeplessness —6:1b

• The king had a very “exciting” book read to him. After all,
it was the record of his own exploits, as well as the goings
on of the kingdom.

(3) Discovery of Mordecai’s unrewarded act —6:2–3

• He read about Mordecai’s act. —6:2

- Remember, we read about this in 2:21–23.

• He inquired whether Mordecai had been honored for his
act. —6:3

14. Haman forced to honor Mordecai —6:4–11

• Providence in action – The LORD deals in ironies.

(1) Haman’s intentions —6:4

• Haman was in the court waiting an audience with the king.

- He was preparing to talk with the king about executing
Mordecai.

(2) God’s intervention —6:5–11

-1. Haman’s pride —6:5–9

• The king asked Haman’s advice concerning honoring
Mordecai. —6:5–6a

• Haman, mistakenly thought it was he whom the king
wanted to honor. —6:6b

• Haman gave his advice. —6:7–9

-2. Mordecai’s ride —6:10–11

• The king told Haman to honor Mordecai. —6:10

• So Haman had to personally honor Mordecai. —6:11

- He was forced to honor the man whom he hated.

Esther 6 — How does God demonstrate His sovereign
wisdom in this account?

How does God demonstrate His sovereign wisdom
in our own lives?
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15. Haman was warned by his family —6:12–14

(1) After Mordecai was honored —6:12

• Mordecai went back to the king’s gate.

• Haman went to his house mourning.

(2) He reported his misfortune. —6:13a

• He told them all that had befallen him.

(3) Zeresh, Haman’s wife prophesies ill to Haman —6:13b
• Gen. 12:3, “And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him

that curseth thee …”
• Zech. 2:8, “For thus saith the LORD of hosts; After the glory hath

He sent me unto the nations which spoiled you: for he that
toucheth you toucheth the apple of His eye.”

(4) Haman was that moment called to Esther’s banquet.—6:14

• Imagine how Haman must have felt at this moment.

• Esther 7:

• Esther’s second banquet —

16. The king gave Esther another opportunity —7:1–2
• It was the same offer as given in 5:6.

• His heart had been prepared by the LORD.

17 Esther reveals the plot of Haman —7:3–6

(1) Appeal for her life and that of her people —7:3–4

• This was her request.

• They were sold to be destroyed and slain. —7:4a
- If they had been sold into slavery she would have kept quiet

about it, but she must speak out.

• It would be a loss to the king. —7:4b
- “countervail” = compensate or make up for – Lit., “the enemy

is not equal to the damage to the king.”

(2) The king wanted to know “Who?” —7:5

(3) Esther identified who it was. —7:6

• “… this wicked Haman”

• Haman was afraid before the king and queen.

18. The king’s wrath and Haman’s execution —7:7–10

(1) The king, in his wrath, went into the garden. —7:7-8

• Haman pleads, falling upon the couch with the queen, and
the king interprets that Haman is forcing the queen.
- That increased the king’s anger.

(2) Haman was hanged —7:9–10

• He was hanged upon the gallows that he  prepared for
Mordecai.
- Cf. Judges 1:7. Also, see Psalm 9:16, “The LORD is known by

the judgment which He executeth: the wicked is snared in the
work of his own hands. Higgaion Selah.”

Esther 7 — What further insight do we gain here
about making wise appeals?
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3. Esther Puts Mordecai Over Haman’s House
—Esther 8 — 10

(1) Promotion of Mordecai     —8:1–17

• Esther 8:

• Though Haman was dead, the threat of death still hung
over the Jews.
- According to the law of the Medes and Persians, no decree of

the king could be changed (see Dan. 6:15). A counter decree
was made. (Esther 1:19.)

1. Esther pled for the salvation of her people —8:1–6

(1) Esther was given Haman’s “house” —8:1

• Esther’s Revelation
- She told of Mordecai’s relationship to her.

• What does the “house” include?

(2) Mordecai was given authority —8:2

• The king’s delegation
• The king gave Mordecai the ring which he had given to

Haman in 3:10.

- He had taken it from Haman.

- Haman had misused it. Mordecai will use it well.

• Esther set Mordecai over the “house” of Haman.

- Indication that, with the “house” went the ring and the
authority to use it (8:7–8).

(3) Esther again boldly approached the king. —8:3–6

• Esther’s supplication

-1. She again showed courage. —8:3–4

• Again, she has not been invited, so it is at risk of her
life. See 4:11

• She is accepted, the king holds out his golden scepter
—8:4

-2. She again appeals for her people —8:5–6

• Her appeal is to “reverse” the letters of Haman —8:5

- But it cannot be reversed (8:8; Cf.. 1:19).

• She could not bear to see the destruction of her people.
—8:6

2. A new decree was prepared and sent out. —8:7–17

(1) The king encouraged their response. —8:7–8

• The king’s exhortation

-1. The king had given Esther the house of Haman —8:7

-2. With the “house” went the ring and its authority —8:8

• The king urged them to use that authority.

Esther 8:1–6 — What further insights about wise
appeals do we gain from Esther’s appeal?

Esther 8:7–17 —What blessings do Esther, the
Jews, and the whole empire receive because of
God’s working through authority?
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(2) The new decree of Mordecai —8:9–14

• Mordecai’s proclamation

-1. Written by Mordecai —8:9–10

• Written on the 3rd month, the 23rd day — still giving
time to prepare for Haman’s day of infamy (12th.
month).

• He wrote to all the of the 127 provinces.

• He wrote in the king’s name, as had Haman. —8:10
- The decree was sealed by the king’s ring and sent.

-2. The Jews could defend themselves. —8:11

• The king granted this permission.

• They could gather together to stand for their life.

• They could destroy their adversaries and take spoil.

-3. The set time: 13th day, 12th month (Adar) —8:12

• Haman cast his pur the first month (3:7).

• Haman’s decree was sent out on the 13th day of the
1st. month (3:12-13),  and his “pur” indicated the 13th
day of the 12th month.

-4. The publication of Mordecai’s decree —8:13–14

• Decree’s publication

(3) Mordecai exalted by the king —8:15

• Mordecai’s exaltation

(4) The result of the decree —8:16–17

-1. The decree brought rejoicing —8:16–17a

-2. Converts? —8:17b

(2) Revenge of the Jews —9:1–19

• Esther 9:

• Suppose that the Christians of our nation were threatened with
extermination. What would you do?

- As was noted in the previous chapter, the death of Haman did
not repeal the decree that he had made against the Jews.
According to the law of the Medes and Persians, repeal was
not possible (see Dan. 6:15).

- So another decree was made countering the first which autho-
rized the Jews to legally defend themselves.

1. Matters are reversed in the Persian Empire —9:1
• Time: The 12th. month (Adar = Feb.–Mar.), the 13th. day

• This was when the enemies of the Jews expected to “have
power over them”

• God turned it to the contrary, and the Jews had rule over their
enemies.

• God’s providence is evident, though His Name is not
mentioned in the book.

Esther 9 — In this chapter we see God deliver His
people even in a foreign land. Note the conduct
of His people, their reward, and their
remembrance.

Relate this to God’s people being held hostage by
humanism today.
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2. The Jews gathered to defend themselves. —9:2

• The Jews were not authorized to wage offensive battle against
their enemies, but merely to defend themselves.

- Note what they were allowed to do —8:11

- Why could no man withstand them?

— Because the fear of the Jews fell upon all people.

3. What thing worked to their advantage? —9:3–4

(1) The rulers helped them.  —9:3

• This was because the fear of Mordecai  fell upon them.

• They had two decrees:
- One from Haman
- A second from Mordecai

• They followed the latter because of the fear of Mordecai.

(2) Mordecai was great in the king’s house —9:4

• His fame spread through all the provinces (see 1:1 —127
provinces).

• Mordecai kept increasing in greatness.

4. The number killed in the defensive stand: —9:5–16

(1) 500 men killed at Shushan palace on the 13th —9:6

• Also, Esther 9:11–12.

(2) The names of those killed —9:7–10

• Haman’s sons killed —9:10
- They did not take the spoil, it was Esther’s (8:1–2).

— Mordecai had been set over the house of Haman (8:2).
- They did have a right to the other spoil —8:11.

(3) The king took account of the deaths. —9:11–14

-1. The king was told the number. —9:11

-2. He then asked if Esther had another request —9:12

-3. Her request —9:13–14

• She asked for another day —9:13–14

• Esther also asked that Haman’s sons be hanged upon
the gallows. —9:13b

(4) The Jews went on the offense the next day. —9:15–16

-1. 300 killed at Shushan palace on the 14th. —9:15

• Again, they did not lay hands on the spoil.

-2. 75,000 in the provinces killed —9:16

• Also, the Jews of the provinces did not take of the
spoil.

5. The feasting —9:17–19

(1) Celebration – two days —9:17

• This was on 13th and 14th days of Adar – 12th month.
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(2) Delayed celebration at Shushan —9:18

• The Jews assembled on the 13th. and 14th., no doubt to
protect themselves.

• They rested and celebrated on the 15th.

(3) The Jews of the villages celebrated the 14th. day —9:19

• Notice what they did on that day.
- There was gladness and feasting.
- They sent portions one to another.

(3) Institution of Purim       —9:20–32

1. Mordecai decreed a special day of celebration.—9:20–28

(1) Mordecai established the 14th. day —9:20–23

• He wrote to the Jews in all the provinces —9:20–21

• The reason: Their deliverance —9:22–23

(2) Purim established —9:24–28

• Why Purim? —9:24, 26
- See 3:7 for the casting of the lot (Pur).

• It was to be remembered “throughout every generation”
and universally by Jews —9:27–28

• It is a memorial feast:
- The Passover was a memorial

- The Lord’s Supper is a memorial

2. Esther and Mordecai sent another decree. 9:29–32

(1) A second letter of Purim —9:29–31

• Esther and Mordecai wrote with all authority. —9:29

- They wrote “to confirm this second letter of purim.”

• They sent these to the 127 provinces. —9:30

- The letters were to all the Jews.

- They were “with words of peace and truth.”

• The purpose of writing: —9:31

- To confirm the time of the days of Purim.

- These had been enjoined by Mordecai and Esther.

- To remind them of “their fastings and their cry”

(2) The confirmation of all —9:32

• It was decreed by Esther.

• It was written in the book (Cf. 6:1–2).

(4) Authority of Mordecai        —10:1–3

• Esther 10:

1. The tribute of Ahasuerus upon all the land —10:1

Esther 10 — In the book of Esther we have seen how
God works through authority to protect and
bless His people. This authority is even heathen
and very self-centered. What final
demonstration do we have here of God’s faithful
working through authority?
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2. The record of the greatness of Mordecai —10:2–3
• Mordecai’s position was recorded —10:2

- It was recorded in the chronicles of the kings of Media and
of Persia.

• His position —10:3

- He was next to the king.

- He was great among the Jews.

- He was accepted of the multitude of his brethren (the Jews).

- He sought the wealth (welfare) of his people

[Note also Neh. 2:10]

- He spoke peace to his people.

END OF ESTHER


