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II Kings Raising Godly Generations

OVERVIEW OF II KINGS

The two kingdoms are fully separate by now. Israel, the
northern kingdom, has been under a succession of ungodly
kings culminating in Ahab, whom God characterized as
follows: “But there was none like unto Ahab, which did sell
himself to work wickedness in the sight of the LORD, whom
Jezebel his wife stirred up” —I Kings 21:25. As I Kings ends,
Ahab has been killed, and his wicked son Ahaziah began to
reign in his stead.

As we shall see in II Kings, all of Israel’s kings were bad
ones. Each of them walked in the way of Jeroboam son of
Nebat. Within a few years Israel will be carried captive by the
cruel Assyrians—722 B.C.

Judah also had a succession of kings, four in all in I
Kings. Two of them were bad and two were good. At the end
of I Kings Jehoshaphat is reigning over Judah. He was a good
king, but a compromiser, in that he joined forces with Ahab.

II Kings presents a succession of kings in Judah also.
Only seven were good, while ten were bad. Evil also in-
creased in Judah until, in 586 B.C., the Temple was de-
stroyed, and most of Judah was carried captive into idolatrous
Babylon.

In II Kings we see a continuation of history from the
human standpoint. We will see later on, in Chronicles, history
that is presented from the divine viewpoint. I Kings begins
with the Temple built, and II Kings ends with the Temple
burnt. I Kings begins with David’s successor, Solomon, on
the throne of his kingdom. II Kings ends with David’s succes-
sor, Jehoiachin, released from the house of his captivity.

II Kings covers the history of Israel and Judah from Ahab
to the captivities, a period of about 270 years.

Elisha’s Ministry
Interestingly, the first half of II Kings is largely taken up

with the ministry of Elisha, about 66 years. Elisha performed
16 miracles during his lifetime, whereas Elijah performed
only 8. The story of Elisha is the story of his miracles:

(1) II Kings 2:14 —The smiting of the Jordan with Elijah’s
mantle.

(2) II Kings 2:21 —The healing of the waters.

(3) II Kings 2:24 —The cursing of the young men and the
she bear.

(4) II Kings 3:16–24 —The defeat of the Moabites through
the valley filled by a miraculous supply of water in the
valley.

(5) II Kings 4:1–6 —The miraculous supply for the widow.

(6) II Kings 4:16–17 —The gift of a son to the Shunemite
woman.
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(7) II Kings 4:35 —The raising of the dead son of the
Shunemite woman.

(8) II Kings 4:38–41 —The healing of the poisoned pot of
pottage.

(9) II Kings 4:42–43 —The multiplying of the food.

(10) II Kings 5:1–14 —The healing of Naaman the leper of
Syria.

(11) II Kings 5:20–27 —The cursing of covetous Gehazi with
leprosy.

(12) II Kings 6:1–6 —The floating axe head.

(13) II Kings 6:8–10 — The miraculous knowledge of the
battle plans of the Syrians.

(14) II Kings 6:14–17 —The opening of the eyes of his
servant to the heavenly host which was sent to protect
Elisha.

(15) II Kings 6:18–19 —The smiting of the Syrian army with
blindness.

(16) II Kings 6:20 —Restoration of sight to the Syrian army.

—One more miracle follows Elisha’s death:
(17) II Kings 13:21 —The reviving of the dead man when his

body touched Elisha’s bones.

The Decline and Fall of Israel and Judah
The second half of II Kings is taken up with the events

which lead up to the fall of Samaria (Israel), and their
captivity by the Assyrians, followed by the fall of Jerusalem
and the Babylonian captivity of Judah.

Israel had 19 kings, all of whom were evil. Judah had 19
kings and one queen. Eight of Judah’s kings were good. One
of the best of Judah’s kings, Hezekiah, was father of the worst
of their kings, Manasseh.

Notice the commendation of Josiah in 23:25: “And like
unto him was there no king before him, that turned to the LORD

with all his heart, and with all his soul, and with all his might,
according to all the law of Moses; neither after him arose
there any like him.”

How God Preserved
We must also take note of the fact that the line of David

through Solomon was nearly wiped out by Athaliah (11:1–3).
But God preserved that line.

Also, the Law had nearly perished (22:8–20). But again,
it too had been preserved by the LORD. In the providence of
God it was hidden in the Temple, and was discovered at just
the right moment to bring about a great revival in Judah.
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II Kings Raising Godly Generations

[Note: There are those who believe that God’s Word,
particularly the New Testament, was virtually lost to man-
kind during the Dark Ages, and it took some men,
Tischendorf, with the help of B. F. Westcott and F. J. A. Hort
to “find” it. However, God never loses anything!]

Key Terms in II Kings
The phrase, “man of God” is found 36 times in this book,

more than in any other book in the entire Bible. God had His
godly witnesses during those days.

Another phrase, “did that which was evil in the sight of
the LORD” (or an equivalent of it) is seen approximately 20
times: 3:2; 8:18, 27; 13:2, 11; 14:24; 15:9, 18, 24, 28; 16:2;
17:2, 17; 21:2, 6, 15, 16, 20; 23:32, 37; 24:9, 19.

As a result, He “removed them out of His sight”: 17:18,
20, 23; 23:27; 24:3.

On the other hand, there occur such phrases as, “Jehoash
did that which was right in the sight of the LORD,” 12:2; 14:3;
15:3, 34; 18:3; 20:3; 22:2, and probably other places.

These phrases indicate that the LORD was observing and
judging their actions. It does not say that they did either evil
or good in the sight of mankind, for man rationalizes and
excuses his sin. God is the righteous and impartial Judge of
all men.

Another phrase to be found in II Kings is, “the Word of
the LORD”: 4:44; 7:1, 16; 9:26; 10:10; 14:25; 15:12; 19:21;
20:4, 16, 19; 24:2.

God’s standards of worship and morals had been vio-
lated. In response to this, the LORD sent His “Men of God” to
warn, and  lead them back to Himself. These men came with
a “thus saith the LORD.” When the nation rejected the message
of His prophets, God’s anger was aroused, and He gave them
over to the enemy. In all this He fulfilled His word. —
Adapted from The Outlined Bible, Robert Lee, London.

OUTLINE AND DISCUSSION

1. Elijah’s Ministry Concluded —1:1— 2:12

• II Kings 1:

(1) Elijah and the three companies of fifty
—II Ki. 1

(1:3, 10–12, 13–15)

1. Ahaziah’s reign —I Ki. 22:51 – II Ki. 1:18

• Ahaziah was the son of wicked Ahab and the infamous
Jezebel.

II Kings 1:1–18 - How does this passage demon-
strate the importance of acknowledging the
Lord as God?
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(1) Ahaziah was injured. —1:1–2

-1. Moab had rebelled. —1:1

-2. Ahaziah had fallen through a lattice. —1:2

• If the lattice was over the window, as some suppose,
did he fall through it because he was a fearful king,
looking out to see if the Moabites were coming?

• He was “sick” from the fall.

• His inquiry as to whether or not he would recover.

- He inquired of Baal-ze-bub, god of Ekron.
— Baal–ze´bub = “lord of the flies” god of Ekron, a city

of the Philistines

- He was breaking the first commandment —1:1–4

(2) Elijah’s warning —1:3-6

-1. The message of the Angel of the LORD through Elijah. —
1:3–4

• Is it because there is no God in Israel that ye go to
inquire of Baal-ze-bub the god of Ekron? —1:3

• Ahaziah would not come down from his bed, but
would die. —1:4

–2. Warning delivered to the king —1:5–6

• The messengers turned back to the king. —1:5

• They delivered the message —1:6

- Is it because there is no God in Israel?
— Was Israel bereft of a God? Or …
— Ahaziah probably did not recognize the God of Israel.

- He would surely die.

(3) The King’s recognition of Elijah —1:7–8

-1. The king inquired about the prophet. —1:7

-2. They described Elijah —1:8

• Note the description and compare Matt. 3:4.

• He was a rugged man in every way.

(4) The invincibility of God’s prophet —1:9–16
• The attempts to arrest Elijah.

-1. The first captain and his 50 men destroyed —1:9–10

• “Thou man of God, the king hath said, Come down.”

• “If I be a man of God, then let fire come down from
heaven and consume thee.”

• Fire came down from heaven.

- Elijah had earlier prayed down fire from heaven. (I
Kings 18:36–38).

-2. The second captain and his 50 destroyed —1:11–12

• “O Man of God, thus hath the king said, Come down
quickly” —1:11

- Was this arrogance on the part of the king? Certainly
it was.
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• Elijah again said the same thing. —1:12

- Fire again came down from heaven.
— About fire coming down, see Luke 9:49–56 (emph. vv.

54–56). This was not vindictiveness. The very irrever-
ent king had to be taught the fear of God and of His
prophet. Following these two incidents, Elijah had no
more reason to fear the king.

-3. The third captain with his 50 men  —1:13–14

• This captain humbled himself before Elijah. —1:13

• He asked for mercy —1:14

- “Let my life now be precious in thy sight.”

- And mercy was shown.

• Did this result in the humbling of Ahaziah? See on.

(5) Elijah goes directly to King Ahaziah —1:15–16

-1. The Angel of the LORD reassured Elijah. —1:15
• The Angel told him not to fear him.

• God’s mercy will be offered to the king.

• It was by Elijah going with the third captain of fifty to
the king.

-2. Elijah delivered the LORD’s message directly to the king.
—1:16

(6) The King died as predicted —1:17–18

-1. The king died and Jehoram began his reign. —1:17

• We see no repentance, only death.

• Jehoram began to reign in the second year of Jehoram
the son of Jehoshaphat.

- Notice, now we have two men with the same name.

-2. Where Ahaziah’s record was placed —1:18

• II Kings 2:

(2) Elijah carried alive to heaven          —2:1–12
(2:1, 9–11)

• THE TRANSLATION OF ELIJAH

- Elijah = Jehovah is God

1. Departure known —2:1

(1) It was the LORD’s time.
• How would he be taken? “by a whirlwind” —see later

• Elijah knew — what, how, when?

• The various schools of the prophets knew what God was
going to do.

(2) Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal.
• Gilgal is mentioned often in I Samuel. It was Saul’s

headquarters.

II Kings 2:1–11 - What stands out most about
Elijah’s and Elisha’s interaction related to
Elijah’s departure?
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2. Elisha’s determination shown —2:2–8

(1) Elisha given three Opportunities to depart —2:2–6

-1. Elijah told him to tarry at Gilgal  — 2:2

• Gilgal = “a rolling”

• Elisha: “I will not leave thee”

- Elisha had promised to follow Elijah faithfully (See
I Kings 19:20).

- How could he leave Elijah, for what would he soon
be?  (2:12 and 13:14)

-2. Elijah then told him to tarry at Bethel —2:4

• Bethel = “house of God”

• This was headquarters of Jeroboam’s calf worship.

• A school of prophets was there

- They were educated, but godless (2:23–25).

-3. Elijah then told him to tarry at Jericho. —2:6

• Jericho - a cursed city (Josh. 6:26).

• Also a school there —2:7.

- They too were unbelieving (2:15–18)

(2) They went on to cross the Jordan —2:7–8

-1. Fifty of the sons of the prophets watched them. —2:7

• They stood to view afar off.

• Elisha could have also distanced himself, but he had a
greater desire.

-2. They crossed Jordan on dry ground. —2:8.

• Elijah smote the waters with his mantle.

- Here we see Elijah’s mantle again. See my notes on
I Kings 19:13, 19.

The Mantle:

- A symbol of the Elijah’s position —

- A symbol of his glory (as a prophet): The root
word of mantle speaks of majesty. A related
word (different in form only) is translated
“excellent,” and “glorious.”

- A symbol of God’s authority: II Kings 2:8, 14.

- Notice: The mantle is cast (I Kings 19:19),
and the mantle is fallen (II Kings 2:8, 13–14).
This speaks of succession: Elijah to Elisha: It
had to do with position, glory, and authority.

• The waters were divided and they went over on dry
ground.

- About 550 years earlier all Israel had crossed Jordan
near this place (Josh. 3 – 4).
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3. Desire of Elisha granted —2:9–14

(1) Elisha’s request — A double portion —2:9

-1. Elijah gave him opportunity to make a request.

-2. He requested a double portion of Elijah’s Spirit.

• This was the inheritance of a firstborn (Deut. 21:17).

- Elijah had been mighty in Israel. Elisha was to be his
successor — his heir.

- It should be noted that Elisha performed twice as
many miracles as Elijah did.

• The King James translators did not see fit to capitalize
“spirit” for some reason or other. We believe it to have
been the Holy Spirit of God.

(2) Elijah’s promise —2:10

-1. Elijah could not grant this request. It was beyond his
power, but God granted it in His pleasure.

-2. Elijah set the condition.

• Compare 2:10 with 2:12. He saw!

(3) The fulfillment of Elisha’s request —2:11–12

-1. How Elijah was taken up —2:11

(1. The chariot of fire and the horses of fire separated
them. —2:11a

(2. Elijah went up in a whirlwind —2:11b

This is the second man who was taken to
heaven without dying —See Gen. 5:24; Heb.
11:5; then Acts 1:9, where Christ was taken
up; and I Thess. 4:17, concerning the rapture
of the Church.

-2. Elisha saw Elijah go up. —2:12

(1. Notice his exclamation —2:12a

- ELIJAH WAS the true defense of Israel. He was
“the chariot of Israel and the horsemen thereof.”

- See also the lament of Joash over Elisha in II
Kings 13:14, “O my father, my father, the chariot
of Israel and the horsemen thereof.” The same
statement. ELISHA became what Elijah was.

(2. He rent his clothes in two pieces. —2:12b

2. Elisha’s Ministry     —2:13 — 13:25

(1) During the reign of Jehoram of Israel
—2:13 — 8:29

(3:1–3; 8:28–29)

II Kings 2:12–23 - How did God demonstrate His
blessing on Elisha?
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1. Elisha is now the prophet of Israel —2:13–15

(1) The mantle —2:13

-1. Remember that mantle? —I Ki. 19:19

-2. A symbol of prophetic position (we saw just above):

• A symbol of his position as a prophet.

• A symbol of God’s glory. Interestingly the Hebrew
word for mantle is related to the Hebrew word for
glory.

• A symbol of authority —2:8, 14

(2) The first proof of Elisha’s authority —2:14–15

-1. He smote the waters and they parted. —2:14

• He said, “Where is the LORD God of Elijah?”

- Was the LORD God with Elisha or not?
- Had Elijah’s promise been fulfilled?

• He then smote the waters and they parted.

- This was proof.

-2. The sons of the prophets recognized this. —2:15

• This was the 50 who were watching (2:7).

• “The spirit of Elijah doth rest on Elisha.”

- Again, we believe this to be the Spirit of the LORD

God.

• The sons of the prophets came to meet him and they
bowed before him.

- Evidence is that they did not believe what he said,
though. Just read on.

2. Elisha begins his work. —2:16–25

(1) They show their distrust of the LORD God—2:16–18
-1. They wanted to send to seek Elijah. —2:16

• Notice their att i tude toward God here: “lest
peradventure the spirit of the LORD hath taken him up,
and cast him upon some mountain, or into some
valley.”

• Why Elisha could succeed Elijah — he believed God.

• Elisha told them not to go. This was:

(1. In the face of powerful proof —2:15

(2. Despite Elisha’s discouraging —2:16

-2. They urged until he gave in and let them. —2:17

• They searched thee days but did not find Elijah.

-3. Elisha then rebuked them —2:18

(2) The miraculous healing of the waters —2:19–22

-1. This was evidently at Jericho. —2:19

• They had water problems. There was no water and the
ground was barren.

- We see that there was a spring, but it was bad.
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-2. Elisha healed the waters. —2:20–22

• He asked for a cruse of salt. —2:20

• He cast the salt into the spring. —2:21

- It was not the new cruse nor the salt but the power of
God that healed the water and the ground. The salt
was a picture of the purifying power of God. See
Matt. 5:13 and other references on salt.

• The waters were healed permanently. —2:22

(5) Disrespect punished —2:23–25

-1. The mockery of the youths —2:23–24

• PROBLEM —These were not “little children,”  but
rather they were youths.
- This term was used of Isaac when he was 28.
- Used of Joseph when he was 39.
- Used for the sodomites of Gen. 19.
- Used of Solomon (I Ki. 3:7)
- Used of the young men Rehoboam’s age (about 40) –I Ki.

12:8.
- Used of Jeremiah (1:6–7).

• These were morally responsible, irreverent, hippie
type, rebellious young men.

-2. Elisha cursed them and God judged them. —2:24

• He cursed them.

- Perhaps it was as Elijah did in 1:10, 12 or as was
done in Judg. 9:20, 57.

• Two she bears came out of the wood and “tare” 42 of
them.

- It was miraculous that two she-bears could tear forty
two youths. It only confirmed Elisha’s position and
power.

-3. Elisha then moved on. —2:25

• First to mount Carmel (where Elijah confronted the
prophets of Baal and prayed down fire).

• Then he returned to Samaria.

CONSIDER ELIJAH’S CONTINUING INFLUENCE

(1) Prophecies fulfilled [through Jehu —I Ki. 19:16; II Ki. 9:1–
10).
• Death of Jezebel  —9:30–36 (Cf.. 9:10)
• Death of Joram (Ahab’s house) —9:23–26
• Death of Ahaziah (son of Athaliah) —9:27–29
• Death of Ahab’s descendants —10:10–11, 17

(2) Writing Delivered to Jehoram —II Chron. 21:12–15
• He had slaughtered his brothers
• He was married to Athaliah
• He introduced much idolatry into Judah
• Elijah was in heaven at the time this message was

delivered. Elijah not only left his mantle, he must have
left this message with someone.

(3) Elijah’s later influence:
• Malachi 4:5–6 and read Matthew 11:7–15.
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• II Kings 3:

3. Jehoram moves to subdue Moab —3:1–27

(1) Introduction to Jehoram —3:1–3

-1. The beginning of Jehoram’s reign —3:1

• In the 18th yr. of Jehoshaphat of Judah
- Jehoshaphat reigned 25 years (I Kings 22:42).

• That was also in the 2nd year of Jehoram, son of
Jehoshaphat king of Judah (1:17).

- So Jehoram was co-regent with his father in Judah.

• Jehoram of Israel reigned 12 years.

-2. Jehoram was better, but not good —3:2–3

• He was not like his father and mother (Ahab and
Jezebel). —3:2

- He put away his father’s image of Baal.

• He repeated the sin of Jeroboam. —3:3

(2) The Moabite rebellion —3:4–5

-1. Mesha king of Moab had paid tribute to Israel. —3:4

-2. He revolted and quit paying when Ahab died. —2:5

The Moabite Stone was set up by Mesha at
Dibon, North of the Arnon about 840 B.C. It
describes this revolt. Mesha gives an interesting
historical account on that stone, which was de-
stroyed by the Arabs shortly after it was found
photographed, and its message copied.

(3). An unwise alliance and trouble —3:6–12

-1. Jehoram numbered Israel. —3:6

-2. He then turned to Judah for help. —3:7

• Note Jehoshaphat’s earlier alliance with Ahab (I Ki.
22:4). It had terrible consequences, as we shall see
later.
- The lesson learned too late —I Ki. 22:48

• See II Cor. 6:14 — 7:1

• He made a third commercial alliance later (II Chr.
20:35–37).

-3. They will go up through the wilderness of Edom. —3:8

-4. There was no water where they traveled. —3:9–10

• The alliance: Israel, Judah, and Edom, 3 nations.

• Jehoram (of Israel) blamed the LORD for his predica-
ment.

• The LORD had not called those kings together, it was
Jehoram himself who had assembled that army.

-5.  They then turned to Elisha. —3:11–12

• Jehoshaphat asked if there was a prophet. —3:11

- He had done that earlier with Ahab (I Ki. 22:7).

II Kings 3:1–27 - What key truths do we learn
from this unwise alliance with Moab?
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- One of the servants of Jehoram knew where to go.

- He mentioned Elisha, “which poured water on the
hands of Elijah.”

• He expressed his confidence in Elisha. —3:12
- The three kings went down to Elisha.

(4) An uncompromising prophet — Elisha —3:13–15

-1. Elisha recognized only Jehoshaphat —3:13–14
• The prophet talked straight. —3:13a

- He told him to go to the prophets of his father and mother.
- Cf. Ezek. 14:3–5

• Notice how the king of Israel (Jehoram) repeats his
interpretation of the situation —3:13b

• Only his respect for Jehoshaphat would cause Elisha
to “look toward” or “see” Jehoram. —3:14

-2. The minstrel, and music. —3:15
• Remember David playing for Saul (I Sam. 16:23).

- Did the music draw Elisha’s mind to God?

• The hand of the LORD came upon Elisha as the minstrel
played.

(5) An undeserved answer —3:16–25

-1. Elisha’s prophecy and the supply of water —3:16–17

• Command of Elisha —3:16
- To make the valley full of ditches

• Water supplied miraculously —3:17
-  to care for their needs —3:9, 17
- to bring deliverance —3:21–23
- There would be no wind or rain, only water.

• That was red water (3:22).

-2. The LORD would also deliver the Moabites into their
hand. —3:18–19

• That would be a light thing for the LORD. —3:18
• They were to devastate Moab. —3:19

-3. The LORD entices the Moabites to attack. —3:20–23
• Water came “by way of Edom” and the valley was

filled with water. —3:20
- Edom means red, and the water was red.

• The Moabites gathered to attack. —3:21
- They had heard of the attack by Jehoram and his alliance.

• The sun came up and they saw the water as red as
blood. —3:22
- Did the sun’s reflection make the water look red, was the

color from the red soil of Edom, or was it both? It was
probably both, and add the LORD’s delusion to cause them
to attack. .

• Their mistaken conclusion. —3:23
- They thought Israel and Judah had killed one another.
- They would go and take the spoil.

-4. The defeat of the Moabites —3:24

• The Moabites fled before them.
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-5. They devastated the land of Moab. —3:25

• This was in obedience to the command of the LORD

through Elisha (3:19).
• They may not have completed this. See v. 27 where

they departed and returned home.

(6) A disgusting offering —3:26–27

-1. The effort of the king of Moab —3:26
• He made an effort to break through to Edom.

- He took 700 swordsmen.

• Edom was one of the nations against him (3:9).
- Was he going to punish them?

• That effort failed.

-2. The disgusting sacrifice by the king of Moab —3:27
• He offered his heir for a burnt offering.

- This would be to Chemosh, the god of Moab. (I Ki. 11:7,
33).

• There was great indignation against Israel.
- This was maybe seen in the sacrifice of Mesha’s eldest son.

• Then Israel “departed from him and returned to their
own land.”
- It seems that Israel stopped any further battle.
- Was this departure because they feared Chemosh? Israel

was deep into idolatry.
- Was it because of disgust about the offering?
- Was it because of the indignation (wrath) against them?

• II Kings 4:

4. A poor woman and a rich woman —4:1–37

• Both had needs that only God could supply.

(1) The poor woman only had an appeal —3:1–7

-1. Who she was —4:1a
• Widow of one of the sons of the prophets

• He was a poor preacher and had many debts.

-2. Her need —4:1b–2

• She could not pay her debt.
• The creditor would take her two sons to be bond

servants.

-3. God’s solution stated by Elisha —4:2–7
• She was very poor.
• ”What do you have?” —4:2

- When God is going to provide a need or perform a miracle,
He usually takes what we have.

- He asked Moses, “What is that in thine hand?” (Ex. 4:2)

• Faith demands action —4:3–5

(1. Prepare for abundance: Borrow empty vessels.
—4:3-4a

(2. Pour oil out into those vessels —4:4b
Remember, all she had was one pot of oil.

II Kings 4:1–44 - What key factor stands out from
these 5 miracles about seeing God work
miracles?
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(3. She obeyed Elisha’s word —4:5
She did not borrow just a few, but all she could find.

• God rewards faith —4:6–7
- She sold the oil and paid the debt.
- She lived on the surplus.

- We sing, “He careth for you,” and He does!

(2) The rich woman had a kindness to give —4:8–17
• She was of Shunem (a Shunemite).

-1. Her provision for Elisha —4:8–10
• Food (bread) —4:8
• A chamber —4:9–10

- They perceived that he was a holy man of God. —4:9

-2. God’s reward —a child —4:11–17

• Elisha seeks to reward the woman. —4:11–13

• She had no child. —4:14

• He called her and promised her that she would bear a
child. —4:15–16

• She bore a son as promised. —4:17

-3. The death of the child —4:18–20

• Elijah also raised a child (I Kings 17:17–24).

• God often works as follows:
- He gives a vision (the birth of a vision),
- He will test the faith of the person (the death of a vision),
- He will renew the vision (the rebirth of the vision).

• The child was grown when he died. —4:18–20

-4. The raising of the child —4:21–37
• She wend and called Elisha. —4:21–28

- Elisha was on mount Carmel.

• Elisha first sent Gehazi to the child. —4:29–31
- The prophet’s staff = a symbol of his power. But the

prophet could not delegate God’s grace.
- She would not leave Elisha (importunity). —4:30
- Gehazi failed and reported to Elisha. —4:31

• Elisha raised the boy. —4:32–37
- In lying on the child Elisha warmed his flesh. —4:34–35
- Elisha did not resuscitate the child by natural means, it was

a miracle of God. The boy had been dead for a few hours.
- Elisha was persistent in prayer.
- The boy sneezed 7 times and opened his eyes. —4:35

5. Elisha at Gilgal —4:38–44

(1) A time of dearth —4:38a
• Another dearth, see I Kings 17:1.

- Also see Deut. 11:16–17; 28:23–24

• The prophets also suffered from this dearth.

(2) The poisoned pot healed —4:38b–41

-1. The poisoning of the pottage —4:38b–40
• He gathered wild gourds to put into the pot. —4:39

- Probably a wild cucumber which has a bitter taste.
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• The men immediately detected this. —4:40

-2. The healing of the pottage —4:41

• Elisha cast in meal and the pot ceased to be harmful.

• This was not magic, it was a miracle of God.

(3) Multiplying the bread —4:42–44
• Or, was it multiplied? They were satisfied.

-1. A man brought food from Baal-shalisha. —4:42

• He brought bread of the firstfruits.

• Twenty loaves of barley.

• Full “ears of corn in the husk thereof.”

• This was to be given to the people.

-2. The food was not enough for 100 men. —4:43

• “They shall eat, and shall leave thereof.”

-3. They set it before them and they were satisfied. —4:44

• They did eat, and they did leave thereof.

• II Kings 5:

6. Naaman the leper —5:1–27

(1) The leper —5:1
• Good things said about him:

-1. A great man with his master .

-2. He was honorable.

-3. By him the LORD had given deliverance unto Syria.

-4. He was a mighty man in valor.

-5. BUT, he was a leper.

(2) The witness —a simple servant girl —5:2–3

-1. A little captive Israelite girl. —5:2
• She was a servant to Naaman’s wife.

-2. She had a genuine concern for Naaman. —5:3a
• She was not a resentful, rebellious, and vengeful

captive.

-3. She recommended the prophet in Israel. —5:3b
• This was Elisha.

• She told Naaman’s wife that Elisha would “recover
him from his leprosy.”

(3) The mistakes —5:4–7

-1. This was reported to the king of Syria. —5:4

• One reported this to “his lord.” Naaman’s lord?

-2. The king of Syria’s mistake —5:5–6

• He thought that “important” people could bring heal-
ing, or that they bring the blessing of God.
- The Syrian king sent a letter to the king of Israel, not

realizing that he was under God's judgment.

II Kings 5:1–27 - How does this miracle clarify
the importance of God receiving all the glory
for our ministry?
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• He thought that gifts could buy healing.

- It was a very expensive gift.

• Running to people for salvation

• Elisha did not heal (for him to have claimed so would
have been blasphemy)

-3. Jehoram’s failure to recognize Elisha —5:7

• He did not recognize the LORD or the LORD’s prophet.

(4) The Simplicity of it all —5:8–13

-1. Elisha’s message to Jehoram —5:8

• Elisha heard that Jehoram had rent his clothes.

• Elisha invited Naaman.
- Purpose: “… and he shall know that there is a prophet in

Israel.”

-2. Naaman and Elisha —5:9

• Naaman came with his horses and chariot.

• He stood at Elisha’s door.

-3. Elisha’s message and the simplicity of it —5:10

• Elisha didn’t see him.
- No doubt a blow to his pride.

• Elisha’s instructions
- Go and wash in the Jordan seven times.
- He promised that his flesh would come again, he would be

clean.

-4. Naaman’s proud anger —5:11–12

• Pride —This is number one on God’s “hate parade”
(Prov. 6:16–19). —5:11

• The Syrian’s importance meant nothing, he must come
like anyone else.

• The muddy Jordan: Similar to “the bloody religion”
(the cross)…

-5. His servant’s reasoning —5:13

• What was the objective, to be treated as special and
important, or to be healed?

(5) Submission and healing —5:14
• Naaman was properly humbled.

(6) Real salvation (repentance) —5:15–19

-1. Elisha saw Naaman —5:15
• Naaman had to be humble first.
• Notice Naaman’s confession.

-2. Elisha refused his gifts —5:16
• He accepted the gifts of the wealthy Shunemite woman.

What was the difference? The healing was of grace —
it cost nothing.

-3. The evidence of Naaman’s repentance —5:17–19

• He requested earth of Israel. —5:17
- The request for earth was not idolatry but reverence.
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• When he went to the house of Rimmon it would only
be because it was his duty to do so. —5:18
- He sought the LORD’s pardon for this thing.

• Elisha blessed him and he left – healed, and trusting in
Jehovah. —5:19

7. The Greed of Gehazi —5:20–27

(1) Gehazi’s greed in following Naaman —5:20–21

-1. He saw that Elisha had not received a gift. —5:20

• He confused the message (salvation is free!)

• Naaman’s healing was merciful
- Elisha had asked for and accepted nothing.

• Gehazi’s confusion:
- Robbed God of His glory
- Contradicted the word of the prophet
- Gave the impression that salvation did cost something.

-2. Gehazi followed after Naaman —5:21

• Naaman stepped down from his chariot to meet him.

(2) Gehazi’s first lie —5:22
• He said Elisha had sent him.

• He said that two prophets had come and had need.

• He asked for a talent of silver and 2 changes of clothing.

(3) Naaman’s generosity —5:23
• Naaman gave him two talents of silver and the two changes

of clothes.

• He had his servants carry the stuff back for Gehazi.

(4) Gehazi hid the stuff from Elisha —5:24
• Compare Achan —Josh. 7:1, 11-12, 21

(5) Elisha confronts Gehazi —5:25–26

-1. Elisha asked him where he had been. —5:25
• Gehazi’s second lie.
• He said he had gone nowhere.
• He is in the same category with Ananias and Sapphira

who also lied. —Acts 5:3–4

-2. Elisha showed that he knew. —5:26

• Is it the time to buy? It was a dark day in Israel:
- Jehoram, son of the ungodly Ahab was reigning.
- There had been poverty (4:1).
- Yet, there were some wealthy (4:8–ff.).
- There was famine (4:38).
- There were threats from Syria (5:1; 6:8–ff).
- The numbers of the “sons of the prophets” may have been

increasing (6:1).

(6) God’s judgment upon Gehazi —5:27
• His judgment—leprosy

• It was to him and to his seed for ever.
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• Three people were judged with leprosy:

— Numbers 12:10 —Moses’ sister Miriam
— Gehazi
— II Kings 15:5 — Uzziah the king

• II Kings 6:

• The axe head and the Syrians

8. Elisha and the floating axe head —6:1–7

(1) The need [Wish] —6:1–2
• The sons of the prophets needed more room. —6:1

• They set forth to cut beams to build that room. —6:2

(2) The work [Work] —6:3–4
• They asked Elisha to go with them. —6:3

• They went to Jordan to cut wood. —6:4

(3) The lost axe head [Woe] —6:5

• It was borrowed — therefore more responsibility.

(4) The recovery of the axe head [Wonder] —6:6–7

• Recovered with a stick.

• Notice the things Elisha used:
1. The mantle —2:14
2. Salt —2:21
3. Vessels —4:3
4. Meal —4:41
5. Jordan river —5:10
6. A stick —6:6

• The suggested picture:
- The prophets = messengers of judgment
- Axe = the cutting edge of that judgment
- Stick = the tree (the cross)

That axe head lay dead in Jordan
Raised, useful again —Phil. 3:10

• Another suggested picture:
- Many men fall by the wayside, lost and useless

(as the axe head was), the cross (pictured by
the stick) raises them up to new life and useful-
ness.

—Suggested by Mrs. Brush

9. Elisha and the Syrians —6:8–23

(1) Revealing Syria’s movements —6:8–12

-1. Syrian raids into Israel and Elisha —6:8–9

• The Syrian plans —6:8

II Kings 6:1–33 - How far reaching was the
impact of Elisha’s ministry in Israel?
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• The LORD reveals the plans to Elisha —6:9

-2. This saved the king various times. —6:10

-3. The king of Syria is told about Elisha. —6:11–12

• At first bewilderment and a search —6:11
- He thought there was a traitor among them.

• Then he was advised of Elisha’s knowledge. —6:12

- Elisha was the best intelligence service that any govern-
ment ever had. See the extent of his knowledge here.

(2) God’s protection of Elisha —6:13–23

-1. They besieged Dothan  to get Elisha. —6:13–14

• They sent spies to find Elisha. —6:13
- Elisha was at Dothan.

• They surrounded Dothan. —6:14
- They went all out: Horses, chariots and a great host.

-2. The Syrian threat is seen —6:15

• Elisha’s servant was greatly alarmed.

-3. The vision of God’s host —6:16–17

• Elisha encouraged his servant. —6:16
- There are more with us than with them.

• God’s Host —Angels! —6:17
- “The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that

fear him, and delivereth them” —Psalm 34:7
- “The chariots of God are twenty thousand, even thousands

of angels: the Lord is among them, as in Sinai, in the holy
place” —Psalm 68:17.

- We don’t know much about angels. We can look at Dan.
10:10-21; 12:1; Jude 9; Rev. 12:7, 8-12 and a few other
places. Here we see God’s protection by them.

-4. The LORD blinded the Syrians —6:18–19
• God’s Power —He blinded them —6:18

- “It is my judgment that holy men and holy women who
know and love God, whose names have never sounded in
the halls of congress, or any parliament, have done more to
sustain nations than the armies thereof.” —The late Will-
iam Culbertson, President, Moody Bible Institute.

• Elisha led them to Samaria, Israel’s capitol —6:19
- He did indeed show them the man whom they sought.

-5. In Samaria their eyes were opened. —6:20

• Elisha prayed that the Lord would open their eyes.

• They saw that they were in Samaria.

-6. They could have been smitten in Samaria. —6:21

• The king of Israel asked Elisha if he should smite
them.

-7. Elisha instructed the king to show mercy. —6:22–23

• They fed them well and sent them to their master, the
king of Syria.

• That king should have realized the great power of
God.

• The Syrians stopped raiding Israel.
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10. Samaria now besieged, famine —6:24 to 7:20

(1) Desperation —6:24–30

-1. Ben-hadad king of Syria besieges Samaria —6:24
• Before they besieged Dothan, now Samaria, are they

after Elisha again?
• They should have learned about God’s power on him

then.

-2. There was great famine in the city. —6:25
• Notice what they were eating and what it cost.

-3. The story of cannibalism —6:26–29
• The two women were eating their sons.
• In the degradation of Israel these women had no

spiritual resources to handle a famine of this sort.

-4. This grieved the king. —6:30

(2) The defiance of the king —6:31–33

-1. The King’s threat against Elisha —6:31
• Why did the king want Elisha’s head?

- Was it because of what took place in 6:21–23?
• Maybe the Syrians were still after Elisha.

-2. What was going on at Elisha’s house? —6:32
• He was there with the elders.

- Was it a prayer meeting maybe???
• The king sent a messenger to Elisha.

- Elisha knew why.
- When Jezebel threatened Elijah in this way he fled (I

Kings 19:2). Elisha had no place to go, but he also was not
of a mind to flee.

- There was a threat to Elisha. Elisha was blamed. Remem-
ber I Kings 18:17, “Art thou he that troubleth Israel?”

-3. The messenger came to Elisha’s house. —6:33
• Who is asking the question in this verse?

- Was it Elisha, the messenger, or the king?
- In 7:1 it appears that it may not have been Elisha.
- If this is the message of the king, perhaps he is saying to

Elisha that he is giving up and that he will surrender Elisha
to Syria. [Wel-l-l, maybe.]

- I personally believe that it is Elisha speaking. In 7:1 he
begins his prediction.

• Elisha or the King’s messenger said, “Behold, this evil
is of the LORD.”
- That was true.
- Did the king know that? He was blaming Elisha.
- The LORD was judging Samaria.

• For Elisha the time had come, “… what should I wait
for the LORD any longer?”

• II Kings 7:

(3) Deliverance —7:1–20

-1. The impossible promise —7:1–2
• Tomorrow there will be food, and it will be cheap.

- The king is present now.

II Kings 7:1–20 - In what very practical and
powerful ways does God show His provi-
sion, protection and care of His people?

What responsibility do we have regarding God’s
blessing to us?
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• The response of the lord on whose hand the king
leaned and Elisha’s answer. —7:2
- This was fulfilled in 7:17–20.
- There should be no doubting of God’s revealed Word from

God’s man.

-2. The outcasts — lepers —7:3–5, 7–11

• The lepers had to live outside the city (Lev. 13:46).

• They too were starving. —7:3
- There was no food in the city, so to go there would not help

them. —7:4a
- They chose to fall to the host of the Syrians. —7:4b

-3. The Syrian camp was deserted. —7:5–7

• The invisible army again —7:6–7
• The Syrians heard a noise in the night and they fled for

their lives, leaving everything.

-4. The lepers reported this to the city. —7:8–11
• They were feasting on the plenty. —7:8
• “We do not well” (v. 9).

- How many of us “do not well with the good news that we
have?”

• They reported to the porter (guard) of the city and he
reported to the king. —7:9–11

-5. The king was fearful of a Syrian ploy. —7:12–15

• He certainly had not believed Elisha.

• He cautiously sent to find out. —7:12–14

• They only saw signs of panic. —7:15

-6. The promise and prophecy fulfilled —7:16–20

• II Kings 8:

• Reward of the prophet and Hazael

11. The LORD rewards the Shunemite woman —8:1–6

(1) Warning of famine —8:1–2

-1. Elisha warned the Shunemite woman of the coming
famine. —8:1

•  He warned the woman who treated him so well.
- This is the LORD’s reward.

• It would be upon the land for 7 years.

• This was twice as long as that of Elijah’s day.
- Did Elisha also pray? Note James 5:17–18.
- Think again about what he and Elijah were to Israel (2:12

and 13:14).

-2. She went to sojourn in the Philistines’ land. —8:2

(2) Her possessions providentially restored —8:3–6

-1. She came to the king to have her land restored. —8:3

-2. Gehazi was answering the King’s questions about El-
isha. —8:4

• Notice what the king wanted to know.

II Kings 8:1–29 - How does God demonstrate His
sovereignty over the affairs of man in this
chapter?
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-3. He identified the woman. —8:5

• Notice how the providence of God is seen in this.

-4. The king restored her possessions. —8:6

12. Elisha in Damascus —8:7–15

Who is always the Power behind EVERY throne?

- See Psalm 75:6–7; Daniel 2:24 and 4:34–35.

- Why does God elevate wicked men to power?

(1) Ben-hadad’s sickness and inquiry of Elisha—8:7–10

-1. Remember Ben-hadad? —6:24

-2. Elisha went to Damascus. —8:7

• Why? See the message to Elijah in I Kings 19:15.
- Hazael was the LORD’s choice to succeed Ben-hadad. But

was it the LORD’s will that he murder and usurp?

• Elisha recognized by them as “The man of God.”

-3. Hazael sent by Ben-hadad to meet Elisha —8:8–9

• The purpose, to inquire of the LORD for him. —8:8
• Notice the present that he took to Elisha (!). —8:9

-4. Elisha’s response to Hazael —8:10

• He could recover, but “he shall surely die.”

(2) Elisha’s sadness and message of Hazael —8:11–14

-1. Elisha’s countenance shamed Hazael. —8:11

• Elisha wept.

-2. Why was Elisha sad? —8:12

• Because of all the evil and cruel things that Hazael
would do against Israel.

• Are the Syrians any less cruel today? Do they love
Israel any more than Hazael did?

-3. Hazael denies that he would do such evil. —8:13a

-4. The Lord had showed Elisha that Hazael would be king
over Syria. —8:13b

-5. Hazael brought Elisha’s answer to Ben-hadad. —8:14

• How did Ben-hadad treat Israel?

(3) Hazael murders Ben-hadad —8:15
• He suffocated the king who was probably weak and

helpless from being sick.

13. The Reign of Jehoram in Judah —8:16–24

(1) Jehoram takes the throne of Judah —8:16–17

-1. He began a co-regency with his father. —8:16

• It was in the 5th year of Joram, son of Ahab.

• Jehoshaphat was still king of Judah.

-2. He was 32 years old and he reigned 8 years. —8:17
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(2) The evil of Jehoram and God’s mercy —8:18–19

-1. He followed the bad influence of Ahab. —8:18

• Ahab’s daughter was his wife.

- Athaliah was that woman. We’ll see her later.

- For a more detailed account of his very evil reign,
see II Chron. 21:1–20.

-2. The Lord’s mercy to Judah for David’s sake —8:19

• The LORD had made a promise to David (II Sam. 7:12–
15  and see I Kings 11:36).
- Jeremiah has something to say about this (See Jer. 33:20–

22).
- Then see Luke 1:32–33.

(3) The revolts of Edom and Libna —8:20–22

-1. Edom had been an ally against Moab (3:9). —8:20

-2. He smote the Edomites —8:21

-3. They still revolted, and with them Libnah. —8:22

• Libnah had been one of the cities of the Levites (Josh.
21:13).

(4) The death of Jehoram (Joram) —8:23–24

-1. Where his life’s acts were recorded. —8:23

• Also consider God’s record books (Rev. 20:12).

-2. He was succeeded by his son Ahaziah —8:24
• Ahaziah was son of Jehoram and wicked Athaliah.

• We are beginning to see the fruits of the good king
Jehoshaphat’s alliance with wicked Ahab. There will
be much more.

14. The Reign of Ahaziah in Judah —8:25–29
• See II Chron. 22:1–9.

(1) Ahaziah takes the throne of Judah —8:25–26

-1. His reign —8:25
• He began to reign in the 12th year of Joram of Israel.
• He was 22 years of age.
• He reigned 1 yr.

-2. His mother was Athaliah —8:26
• She is spoken of as “daughter of Omri.”
• Actually, it was Omri who took Jezebel for Ahab (I

Kings 16:31).
- Omri started an evil which lasted for generations in

Israel and Judah.

(2) The evil of Ahaziah —8:27

-1. He walked in the way of Ahab. —8:27

-2. He was son of Athaliah.
• This evil was because of the influence of Ahab. It

dates back to the marriage alliance of Jehoshaphat
with Ahab in taking Athaliah. See II Chron. 18:1.
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• Notice Matthew 1:8 where Ahaziah is omitted
from the genealogy. In fact, three kings and one
queen are omitted in Matthew’s genealogy.

(3) He joins with Joram against Hazael —8:28–29

-1. Another alliance —8:28a

• Follow the two lines for 4 generations:

(1. Omri (1. Asa

(2. Ahab & Jezebel (2. Jehoshaphat

(3. Ahaziah/Athaliah (3. Jehoram & Athalia

(4. Joram (4. Ahaziah

• Ahaziah of Judah, son of Athaliah.
- The son-in-law of the house of Ahab by Jewish reckoning.

Though his father was son-in-law as we reckon it today.

• Joram son of Ahaziah nephew of Athaliah.

• They went to fight in Ramoth-gilead.

-2. Joram (of Israel) was wounded. —8:28b

• He was wounded at Ramah

-3. Joram went to Jezreel to get well. —8:29a

-4. Ahaziah (of Judah) went to visit him there. —8:29b

• As we have seen, he and Joram were cousins.

• This will set the scene for judgment soon to come.

(2) During the reign of Jehu of Israel—II Ki. 9 – 10
(9:4–10; 10:11, 17)

• II Kings 9:

• Jehu!

1. Jehu anointed —9:1–10

(1) Elisha sent a young prophet to anoint Jehu —9:1–3
• Elijah had been commanded to anoint Jehu (I Kings

19:16–17).
- Elijah anointed Jehu through Elisha.
- Elisha delegated the task to a young prophet.

-1. He was to go to Ramoth-gilead. —9:1

-2. Jehu was of Jehoshaphat, son of Nimshi. —9:2a

-3. The prophet was to anoint him secretly. —9:2b-3a

-4. He was then commanded to flee. —9:3b

(2) The young prophet anoints Jehu —9:4–6

-1. Jehu’s position —9:4–5
• He had been a respected captain in the army of Ahab

and his sons.
- Perhaps was a body guard of Ahab, when Ahab took

possession of Naboth’s vineyard, as we may infer
from 9:25–26.

II Kings 9:1–37 - What events in this chapter
were not under God’s direct supervision?

How can we best work with God’s purpose for
our lives?
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-2. The young prophet took Jehu aside and anointed him —9:6

• Notice his words concerning Israel.

(3) Jehu’s commission from God —9:7–10

-1. To smite the house of Ahab —9:7a

-2. Vengeance against Jezebel —9:7, 10

• See I Kings 18:4.

• Fulfilled in 9:30–37

-3. To destroy every male descendant of Ahab —9:8–9

• We shall see how zealously he carries this out in the
verses to follow.

2. Jehu conquers Jehoram of Israel —9:11–29

(1) Jehu’s companions accept him as king —9:11–13

-1. He evidently thought they had instigated the matter: “Ye
know the man.” —9:11b

• They denied it: “It is false” —9:12a

-2. They did homage to him as their king. —9:12b–13

(2) Jehu hurries to Jezreel —9:14–16

-1. Why Joram kept Ramoth-gilead —9:14

-2. He cautioned against warning Jezreel. —9:15

-3. Who was in Jezreel? —9:16

• Joram was there recovering from the wounds he re-
ceived in his battle against Hazael, king of Syria
(8:28–29).
- He was of the house of Ahab.

• Ahaziah, king of Judah was there visiting him.
- He also was of Ahab, since his mother was Athaliah,

daughter of Ahab and Jezebel.

(3) Jehu rebuffs Joram’s watchmen —9:17–20

-1. A watchman sounded the alarm. —9:17a

-2. The first watchman was sent out —9:17b–18
• He told the watchman, “turn thee behind me,” that is,

fall in behind.
• After all, Jehu was a captain.

-3. The second watchman sent out —9:19
• He told the second watchman the same.
• That way neither would run ahead to warn Joram.

-4. They recognized Jehu’s driving. —9:20
• We have heard others use the expression, “He drives

like Jehu.” That means madly.

• He was an ancient “hot rodder.”

(4) Joram and Ahaziah went to meet Jehu. —9:21

-1. Each was in his own chariot.

-2. Notice where they met him.
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(5) Jehu killed Joram. —9:22–26

-1. Notice Jehu’s reference to the sins of Jezebel. —9:22

-2. Joram fled. Jehu killed him with an arrow. —9:23–24

-3. Joram’s body cast in Naboth’s vineyard —9:25–26
• See I Kings 21:19 and 22:38.

(6) Jehu kills Ahaziah of Judah also —9:27–29

-1. Ahaziah fled to Megiddo and died there. —9:27

-2. He was buried in Jerusalem —9:28

-3. Ahaziah’s accession —9:29

• He began to reign in the eleventh year of Joram.

3. Jehu kills Jezebel —9:30–37

(1) Jezebel’s final challenge —9:30–31

-1. Maybe wanted to die all made up. —9:30
• She painted her face and tired her head (fixed her

hair).
• She then looked out a window.
• Perhaps she was attempting to seduce Jehu, as some

think.

-2. She then challenged Jehu. —9:31
• She referred to Zimri who killed Elah (I Kings 16:8–

14). Zimri was also a captain.
• Then Zimri reigned only 7 days (I Kings 16:15–20).

(2) Jezebel is killed —9:32–34

-1. She was thrown down by eunuchs. —9:32–33a

-2. Jehu trod her under foot. —9:33b
• No doubt this was with the horses of his chariot.

-3. Jehu then went and coolly ate his meal. —9:34a
• He was a hard man.

(3) The dogs ate her flesh. —9:34b–37

-1. He sought to bury her. —9:34b

-2. What did they find?—9:35
• Her body was eaten by the dogs, excepting her skull,

her feet, and the palms of her hands.

-3. This was fulfillment of Elijah’s prophecy. —9:36–37
• Seen in I Kings 21:23–24
• Also, see II Kings 9:10.

• II Kings 10:

4. Jehu exterminates the descendants of Ahab and Jezebel
—10:1–17

(1) Sons of Ahab slain —10:1–11

-1. The challenge of Jehu —10:1–5

• There were 70 sons of Ahab at Jezreel. —10:1

II Kings 10:1–36 - How complete was Jehu’s
obedience to God?

How important is complete obedience to God?
Why?
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• Jehu challenged the elders of Jezreel. —10:1b–3

• Their fear of Jehu —10:4–5

-2. Sons of Ahab slain by the Elders of Israel —10:6–9

• Jehu’s second challenge —10:6
• The elders slew the 70 sons of Ahab. —10:7
• They brought the heads and laid them at the entering

of the gate to the city. —10:8

• Jehu assured them that they were righteous. —10:9

-3. Jehu’s recognition of God’s sentence. —10:10

-4. Jehu slew the rest of Ahab’s people. —10:11
• Ahab’s great men

• His kinsfolk
• His priests

(2) Jehu slays the brethren of Ahaziah —10:12–14

-1. Jehu left for Samaria. —10:12a

-2. At the shearing house in the way he met the brethren of
Ahaziah. —10:12b–13
• Remember, they were also of Ahab.

-3. He exterminated them (42 men) at the pit of the shearing
house. —10:14

5. Jehu continues judging now in Samaria —10:15–28

(1) Jehu shows his zeal as he continues —10:15–17

-1. Jehonadab, son of Rechab —10:15

• Notice Jehonadab (Jonadab) son of Rechab (10:23),
and see Jeremiah 35 for his descendants.

- Jer. 35:6, 8, 10, 14, 16, 18–19

- See I Chron. 2:55

-2. Jehu will show Jehonadab his zeal. —10:16

• Jehonadab accompanied Jehu to Samaria.

-3. Jehu finished his job of exterminating the house of Ahab
in Samaria. —10:17

• Jehu was one of the most bloody men of all history. He
exercised his zeal with unbridled cruelty.

(2) Jehu judges the Baal worshipers —10:18–28

-1. His subtlety —10:18–23

• Remember, Elijah took care of 450 priests of Baal.

• He pretended to be a Baal worshiper. —10:18

• He called a solemn assembly to Baal. —10:19–20

• He sent through the land to be certain that all of the
Baal worshipers were there. —10:21
- The house of Baal was full.

• He wanted them in their vesture (ready to worship). —
10:22

• He made certain that no servants of the LORD were
among them. —10:23
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-2. They slew the servants of Baal. —10:24–25

• He readied 80 men to guard. —10:24
- They were to see to it that no Baal worshiper escaped.

• After the Baal worshipers had offered they slew all of
them. —10:25
- He called for the guards (80 men) and the captains.
- They then went to the city of the house of Baal.

-3. They destroyed all that pertained to Baal. —10:26–27

• They burned the images. —10:26

• They broke down the image of Baal. —10:27a

• They broke down the house of Baal and made it a
“draught house,” meaning privy or latrine. —10:27b

-4. Jehu is credited with eliminating Baal from Israel. —
10:28

• That was good and right, but see the next verse.

6. Jehu’s failure and rejection by the LORD —10:29–36

(1) The sin of Jehu —calf worship —10:29
• Now we are back to the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat.

(2) The LORD’s message to Jehu —10:30
-1. Jehu is promised 4 generations —10:30

• This was his reward for exterminating the house of
Ahab.

• Jehu reigned 28 yrs.
• Then the four generations:

(1. Jehoahaz (17 yrs)

(2. Joash (16 yrs)
(3. Jeroboam II (41 yrs.)
(4. Zechariah (6 months)
- This covered 841—752 B.C. = 90 yrs., but a co-

regency is included.

-2. At this point we must take note of the prophecy of Hosea
—Hos. 1:1, 4

(4) Israel is cut short —10:32–33

-1. Hazael of Syria smote them —10:32

• Remember Elisha’s sadness at the time when he
anointed Hazael (8:11–13).

-2. Where Israel was cut short —10:33

• From Jordan eastward — all the land of Gilead
- Gad, Reuben, and Manasseh in Gilead

(5) The death of Jehu —10:34–36

-1. The record of his reign — in the book of the chronicles
of the kings of Israel.

-2. His death and burial in Samaria —10:35
• He is succeeded by Jehoahaz, his son.

-3. The duration of his reign — 28 years. —10:36
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(3) During the reigns of Athaliah and Joash of Judah
—II Ki. 11 —12

NOTE: See the result of compromise. Jehoshaphat
of Judah was a godly man in other ways, but he
compromised, and consequently, David’s line was
nearly destroyed.
Notice how this trouble started for Judah:

1. Ahab married Jezebel, a Sidonian —I Ki. 16:31.
• Solomon started all of this by marrying foreign women

from idolatrous countries. He thus planted the seeds
of idolatry in all Israel —I Ki. 11:2; Cf.. Deut. 7:3–4.

2. Then Jehoshaphat, a good king over Judah, made a
marriage alliance with Ahab, resulting in the marriage of
Jehoram (or Joram) his son to Athaliah, daughter of
Ahab and Jezebel —II Ki. 8:18; II Chron. 18:1.
• What caused the trouble? The unequal yoke did. See

II Cor. 6:14–18. It will cause us trouble also.
• Notice:  Matthew’s chronology omits Ahaziah to Ama-

ziah —Matt. 1:8–9.

• II Kings 11:

• Usurpation of David’s throne by Athaliah —11:1–16
- See II Chron. 22:10 — 23:15: Reigned 6 yrs. She was the

wicked and murderous daughter of the most wicked Jezebel.

1. The rescue of the infant king, Joash —11:1–3

(1) The destruction of the “seed royal” by Athaliah —
11:1

-1. Athaliah was mother of Ahaziah whom Jehu killed.

-2. She had been the wife of Jehoram, son of Jehoshaphat.

• Remember, Jehoshaphat was a good king, but he
sinned by making a marriage alliance with Ahab.
- That is, he took Ahab’s daughter to be the wife of his son.

• What did that compromise cost Judah? Very much!

-3. This is another satanic attack against God’s plan.

• He struck at the seed of David from which Christ
would come.

(2) Joash is hidden for 6 years —11:2–3

-1. Joash was grandson of Athaliah.

-2. Jehosheba (sister of Ahaziah) rescued him. —11:2

• Some think she may have had a different mother.

• According to II Chron. 22:11, she was wife of the High
Priest Jehoiada.

• Joash was first hidden in a bedchamber.

-3. He was in the house of the LORD for 6 years while
Athaliah reigned. —11:3

II Kings 11:1–21 - What godly qualities of char-
acter does Jehoiada demonstrate in his min-
istry to the kingdom?
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2. Jehoiada’s plot to unseat Athaliah —11:4–16
• The raising of the child-king to the throne of David —

(1) The careful organization of the plot —11:4–8

-1. Jehoiada was the High Priest.

-2. Time: The seventh year —11:4a

-3. Notice his care before revealing Joash. —11:4b

• We must carefully note that this was carried out by the
Levites at the instigation of the High Priest.

• Jehoiada brought:
- The rulers over hundreds
- The captains
- The guard

• He made a covenant with them.
- Perhaps to enlist them to aid in the removal of Athaliah.

• He took an oath of them in the Temple
- Thus, he probably extracted a promise from them.

-4. He set a guard of Levites to protect Joash —11:5–8

• One third to watch the King’s house (where Athaliah
was)

• One third to be at the gate of Sur — called “the gate of
the foundation” in II Chron. 23:5.

• One third at the gate behind the guard to protect the
house of the LORD.

• They were to closely guard the young king (Joash). —
11:7–8

(2) The Levite guards followed instructions.—11:9–11

-1. The captains brought their men to Jehoiada. —11:9

-2. Jehoiada gave them king David’s spears and shields. —
11:10

• These had been in the Temple.

-3. They guarded the young king. —11:11

• This took place in the Temple.

(3) Joash is crowned —11:12

-1. The coronation consisted of two acts:

• He was crowned as their king.

• He was “given the testimony.”

- This was the Law —Cf.. Exod. 25:16; 31:18.

- The Law was to have a prominent place in the lives
of Israel’s kings —Deut. 17:18–20.

-2. They rejoiced.

• “God save the king,” [See I Sam. 10:24; II Sam.
16:16; II Kings 11:12 where this appears.]

(4) The execution of wicked Athaliah —11:13–16

-1. Athaliah comes to the Temple —11:13

• She heard the noise of the rejoicing.
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-2. Notice her hypocritical cry. —11:14

• “Treason, Treason.”
• Who could ever have been a greater traitor than she?

-3. She was slain outside the Lord’s house. —11:15–16
• “ranges” = the ranks —11:15
• They did not want her slain in the Temple. —11:15
• She was killed near the horse gate. —11:16

• Reign of Jehoash (Joash) —11:17 — 12:21
- This returns the line of David to the throne. Though, we

must notice that Joash is not included in the genealogy of
Joseph given in Matthew 1:8–9.

- See II Chron. 23:16 — 24:27: Reigned 40 yrs. Good while
Jehoiada the priest lived, then he turned to idolatry.

3. The reforms of Jehoiada —11:17–21

(1) Jehoiada made a 3 party covenant —11:17
• Consider this covenant in light of 11:12.

-1. The LORD

-2. The king

-3. The people

(2) A restoration in Judah —11:18–20a

-1. FIRST, the negative aspects of revival:

• Cleaning house – removal of Baal —11:18

• Executing Athaliah —11:20

• A SECOND, positive, aspect of revival —

- Restoring the offerings —II Chron. 23:18

-2. The king was set on the throne. —11:19

• The guard (Levites) brought him from the house of the
LORD to the throne.

-3. The improved condition of the city —11:20a

• The people of the land rejoiced.

• The city was in quiet.

- Evidently Athaliah had kept it in turmoil.

• II Kings 12:

4. The reign of Joash —12:1–3

(1) The duration of his reign —12:1

-1. It was the 7th year of Jehu.

-2. Joash reigned 40 years in Jerusalem.

-3. His mother’s name: Zibiah of Beer-sheba

(2) The character of his reign —12:2–3

-1. Good during the days of Jehoiada —12:2

• Jehoiada instructed him.

• See more details in II Chron. 24:15–22.

II Kings 12:1–21 - Contrast the good works of
Joash with his failures and lack of faith?

How can we keep from failing in the same way?
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-2. Did not remove the high places —12:3

5. The restoration of the LORD’s house —12:4–16

(1) The failure of the priests —12:4–8

-1. The offerings of dedicated things —12:4

• See Lev. 27 for the law concerning dedicated things.

-2. Jehoash (Joash) commanded them to use it to repair the
Temple. —12:5

-3. The priests failed to repair the Temple. —12:6

-4. Jehoash asked Jehoiada why they had not. —12:7

-5. The priests consented to receive no more. —12:8

• The use of this money was not a part of the Mosaic
Law, but Joash had commanded them to use it for that
purpose. See II Chron. 24:4–14.

• A change is in order, and Jehoiada will make it.

(2) Jehoiada’s method of collecting money —12:9–16

-1. Jehoiada’s chest with a hole in it —12:9

• This meant free will offerings for the stated purpose of
repairing the Temple.

-2. The people gave abundantly —12:10

People will always give abundantly when there
is a definitely stated and worthy purpose, and
when they know beyond any doubt that the
money will be used for that purpose.

-3. The money was given directly to the workmen —12:11–14

• The funds did not go for the instruments of worship,
but only to the building itself.

-4. The workmen dealt faithfully. —12:15

• They did not reckon (require an account), for the men
were faithful.

-5. The Law had a use for the trespass money and the sin
money. —12:16

6. The ransom to Syria —12:17–18

(1) Hazael threatened to invade Jerusalem. —12:17
• Remember Hazael? I Ki. 19:15–17; II Ki. 8:7–15

(2) Jehoash (Joash) bought him off. —12:18
• For fear of invasion by Hazael Jehoash bribed him with all

the hallowed things and all the gold from his treasuries.

• For the time of this invasion, see II Chron. 24:17–24.

7. The rebellion against Joash —12:19–21

(1) The record of his life —12:19
• In the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah
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(2) His death and burial —12:20–21

-1. The conspiracy of his servants. —12:20–21a

• They slew him in the house of Millo. See I Kings 9:24.

• See why they conspired in II Chron. 24:25.

-2. His burial in the city of David (Jerusalem).

-3. Succeeded by Amaziah, his son.

(4) During the reigns of Jehoahaz and Joash of Israel
—II Ki. 13

(13:1–3, 10–11, 20)

• II Kings 13: 

1. The reign of Jehoahaz in Israel —13:1–9

(1) His reign —13:1–2

-1. Duration of his reign —13:1

• Began to reign in the 23rd year of Joash of Judah

• Reigned 17 years

• He was a son of Jehu — See my notes under 10:30.

-2. Jehoahaz was evil —13:2

• Followed in the sins of Jeroboam, son of Nebat.

(2) The LORD’s judgment on him —13:3–7
-1. He delivered them into the hand of Syria. —13:3

• Hazael (again) — and

• Ben-hadad

-2. He besought the LORD —13:4a

• He turned to the LORD in part after Hazael (again)
conquered him.

-3. The LORD hearkened to him. —13:4b–5

• The LORD gave Israel a savior.
• Their life went back to normal.

-4. They continued in their sins —13:6

• The sins of Jeroboam

• There was a grove in Samaria at this time.

-5. They are left defenseless —13:7

• Syria (Hazael) left them with but 50 horsemen, 10
chariots and 10,000 footmen.

• Syria destroyed the rest.

(3) The death of Jehoahaz —13:8–9

-1. The record of his reign in the chronicles of the kings of
Israel —13:8

-2. He died and was buried in Samaria. —13:9a

-3. Joash, his son, reigned in his stead. —13:9b

II Kings 13:1–13 - How do Jehu’s son and grand-
son demonstrate his incomplete obedience?
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2. The reign of Jehoash (Joash) in Israel —13:10–25

(1) His reign —13:10–13

-1. Began to reign in the 37th year of Joash of Judah.

-2. He was son of Jehoahaz [grandson of Jehu, and second
in the four generations (10:30).]

-3. He reigned 16 years

-4. He was evil —13:11

• He too followed the sins of Jeroboam, son of Nebat.

-5. His record — in those same chronicles —13:12

• His acts

• His might in fighting with Amaziah of Judah

-6. The death of Joash —13:13

• He died and was buried in Samaria.

• His son Jeroboam reigned in his place.
- This one is called Jeroboam II.

(2) A look back — Joash and Elisha —13:14–19

-1. Elisha’s illness and his confession —13:14

• “O my father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the
horsemen thereof” —13:14.

- This was his confession concerning the importance
of Elisha to Israel.

- See II Kings 2:12 where Elisha said this of Elijah.

“… as earthly kings are dependent for their
defense and glory on warlike preparations, there
a single prophet had done more for the preser-
vation and prosperity of Israel than all her
chariots and horsemen.” —Jamison, Fausset
and Brown.

-2. Elisha’s first sign for Joash —13:15–17

• He was to take bow and arrows. —13:15

• He put his hands on the bow and Elisha put his hands
upon the King’s hands. —13:16

• He then shot an arrow out the east window. —13:17a

• It was a symbol of their defeat of Syria. —13:17b

-3. Elisha’s second sign for Joash —13:18–19

• He was to take the arrows and smite upon the ground.
—13:18
- He smote 3 times and stopped.

• Elisha was “wroth” because he had not smitten more.
—13:19
- Had he smitten more he would have consumed Syria, but

now he would not.
- This shows his lack of faith and zeal.
- We shall see the result in 13:22–25.

II Kings 13:14–19 - What significant character
quality is lacking in Joash’s life?

How can we grow in diligence?
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(3) Death of Elisha, and the miracle —13:20–21

-1. Moabites —13:20

• Elisha died.

• Bands of Moabites invaded the land.
- This was at the coming in of the year, evidently some time

after Elisha’s death.

-2. The miracle —13:21

• They were burying a man, when they spied a band of
men (evidently Moabites).

• They cast the man into Elisha’s grave and he revived.
- The man stood upon his feet.

(4) Warfare between Joash and Syria (Hazael)—13:22–25

-1. During the days of Jehoahaz —13:22–23

(1. Hazael had oppressed Israel all the days of Jehoahaz.
—13:22

• Joash was son of Jehoahaz. Now we shall see what
Joash does to Syria.

(2. The LORD was gracious unto Israel. —13:23
• This too was during the reign of Jehoahaz.

• The LORD’s graciousness was because of His cov-
enant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

• He did not cast them from His presence “as yet.”

-2. Between Joash and Ben-hadad —13:24–25

(1. Hazael died and his son Ben-hadad reigned —13:24

(2. Jehoash (Joash) defeated Syria 3 times —13:25

• This was as Elisha had said (13:18–19).

• He took back the cities which Hazael had taken
during the reign of his father.

3. From Elisha’s Death to Israel’s Captivity
—II Ki. 14 — 17

• II Kings 14:

(1) Amaziah of Judah and Joash of Israel
—14:1–22

(14:3, 11–12, 17)

• Reign of Amaziah in Judah —14:1–22

-1. Amaziah = “Jehovah has strength” —14:1

• He was son of Joash, king of Judah (12:21)

-2. Reigned 29 years. —14:2

• He was 25 when he began to reign.

• His mother’s name, Jehoaddan of Jerusalem

• See II Chron. 25:1–28

II Kings 13:20–25 - What is significant about
Elisha’s death?

II Kings 14:1–29 - How does God remind us He
is watching each king?

How can we demonstrate our attentiveness to
God?
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-3. Good —14:4–6

• He did as his father did (not as David did).
• He executed those who murdered his father. —14:5–6

- But he did not execute their children, following the Law
of Moses (Deut. 24:16).

• But read about him in II Chron. 25:14–16.

-4. He defeated Edom in the valley of salt. —14:7

• But notice how he defeated Edom, but adopted their
hopeless and helpless idols in II Chron. 25:14–16.

-5. He challenged Jehoash of Israel and was defeated by him —
14:8–14

• See II Chron. 25:20
• This resulted in great damage to Jerusalem. —14:3–14

- He raided the Temple and spoiled it.

-6. Joash (Israel) died, and Amaziah lived on for 15 years. —
14:15–17
• We saw this postmortem about Joash in 13:12–13.

• Amaziah lived on in his idolatry (no doubt) for 15 years.

-7. Death of Amaziah — accession of Azariah —14:18–20

• His record — written in the chronicles of the kings of
Judah. —14:18

• He also was the victim of a conspiracy —14:19
-  He fled to Lachish and was killed there.

• They buried him in Jerusalem. —14:20

-8. Accession of Azariah —14:21–22
• The people made Azariah (Uzziah) king. —14:21

• He built Elath and restored it to Judah. —14:22
- This was one of Solomon’s seaports I Kings 9:26; 22:48.

(2) Jeroboam II of Israel      —14:23–29
(14:23–24)

• Reign of Jeroboam II

-1. Reigned 41 years. —14:23

• Began his reign in the 15th year of Amaziah of Judah.

• He was a descendant of Jehu, 3rd. in line (10:30).

- There is just one more to go.

-2. He was also evil —14:24

• He also followed the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat.

• He was probably named after that first Jeroboam, so the
tendency would be to follow him.

-3. The LORD’s mercy shown to Israel —14:25–27
• Jehu restored some of Israel —14:25–26

- This was because of God’s mercy on them

• The prophet Jonah spoke of this. —14:25

• The LORD saw the affliction of Israel. —14:26
- This is why He delivered them.

• Again, the LORD’s promise is brought to mind. —14:27



“Salting the Oats”

©
 1998 – P

ioneer E
ducational R

esources
R

t. 3, B
ox 2320, R

apid C
ity, S

D
  57701

384
11/9/99

Raising Godly Generations II Kings

-4. The death of Jeroboam II —14:28–29

• His record in the chronicles of their kings —14:28
- How he warred
- How he recovered Damascus and Hamath (which belonged to

Judah).
• Jeroboam died. —14:29a

• Zachariah, his son, succeeded him. —14:29b

• II Kings 15:

(3) Azariah (Uzziah) of Judah          —15:1–7
(15:3–5)

• The Reign of Azariah (Uzziah) in Judah.

-1. He reigned 52 years. —15:1–2

• See II Chron. 26:1–23

- For conditions in Judah during this time, see Isaiah.

- See Isaiah 1:1 for the list of kings that reigned during the
time of Isaiah’s ministry.

• He began to reign in the 27th year of Jeroboam II.

• He was 16 years old when he began to reign —15:2

• His mother’s name was Jecholiah of Jerusalem.

-2. He was a good king. —15:3–5

• He did as his father Amaziah had done (not perfect as
David). —15:3

• He did not remove the high places. —15:4

• He intruded into the High Priest’s office —15:5

- Details of this may be seen in II Chron. 26:16–21.

- He was smitten with leprosy until his death.

-3. The record of his life —15:6

• In the chronicles of the kings of Judah.

-4. His death —15:7

• They buried him in the city of David.

- See Isa. 6:1 for more about his death.

• Jotham, his son reigned in his stead.

(4) Zachariah, Shallum, Menahem, Pekahiah and
Pekah of Israel —15:8–31

(15:9–10, 18, 24, 28)

1. Reign of Zachariah in Israel —15:8–12

-1. His reign —15:8

• Began to reign in the 38th year of Azariah.

• He reigned 6 months.

• The was fourth and last in the line of Jehu (see below).

-2. He was evil —15:9

• He did as his fathers had done.

• He followed in the sins of Jeroboam, son of Nebat.

II Kings 15:1–38 - Contrast the kings of Judah
with the kings of Israel in this chapter.
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-3. He was killed. —15:10–11

• Shallum, son of Jabesh, conspired against him.
- See Amos 7:9–17 which took place at this time.

• Shallum killed him and took his throne.
• His record — in the chronicles of their kings.

-4. He was fourth in the line of Jehu (10:30). —15:12
• The prediction is cited as fulfilled. —15:13

2. Reign of Shallum in Israel —15:13–15

-1. His reign —15:13

• Began to reign in the 39th year of Azariah.
• Reigned one full month.
•  He was son of Jabesh.

-2. Overthrown by Men´ahem. —15:14
•  Menahem, son of Gadi went up from Tirzah.
• He smote Shallum and took his throne.

-3. His acts and conspiracy are recorded in their chronicles.
—15:15

3. Reign of Men´ahem in Israel —15:16–22

-1. His reign —15:16–17

• Josephus says that Menahem was a general at Tirzah
under Zachariah (of Jehu). From that some have con-
cluded that Menahem believed the throne should go to
the head of the army, as it had to Jehu.

• It began with cruelty —15:16

- He smote Tiphsah and all that were therein, and he
ripped up the women who were with child.

- They did not open to him (meaning that they opposed
him).

• He began to reign in the 39th year of Azariah. —15:17

• He reigned 10 years.

-2. He was evil and cruel. —15:18

• He walked as did the previous kings, in the sins of
Jeroboam, son of Nebat.

-3. Attacked by Pul, king of Assyria. —15:19–20

• He paid Pul 1,000 talents of silver to be his ally and to
confirm the kingdom to him.

• He also paid a tribute to get Pul to “pull” out and go back
to Assyria.

- He exacted that tribute money from “the men of
wealth.”

-4. Menahem’s death —15:21–22

• Again his record was put in their chronicles. —15:21

• He died and Pekahiah his son reigned. —15:22

4. Reign of Pekahiah in Israel —15:23–26

-1. His reign —15:23

• He was the son of Menahem.
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• Began to reign in the 50th year of Azariah (Judah).

• Reigned 2 years.

-2. He was evil. —15:24

• He too walked in the sins of Jeroboam, son of Nebat.

-3. Killed by Pekah. —15:25–26

• Pekah was son of Remaliah, a captain of his.
- See Isa. 7:1, 4–5, 9; 8:6.
- Also see II Kings 15:37; 16:5 and II Chron. 28:6.

• He killed him and a number of others and began to reign
in Samaria. —15:25

• His acts were also entered in their chronicles. —15:26

5. Reign of Pekah in Israel —15:27–31

-1. His reign —15:27
• He began to reign in the 52nd year of Azariah.
• Reigned 20 years.

-2. He was also evil. —15:28

-3. Tiglath-pileser of Assyria invaded Israel. —15:29
• He took various cities and carried the people captive.
• There is now a new enemy, Assyria.

-4. The death of Pekah —15:30
• He was slain by Hoshea, son of Elah.

• He then took the throne in the 20th year of Jotham, son
of Uzziah (Azariah).

Note : The things now taking place in Israel and
Judah can be better understood by reading
through II Chron. 26 – 28. Isaiah 7 gives a few
more details, and be sure to take special note of
Isaiah 7:14 in this context. Then too, Uzziah died
a year after Pekah began to reign. That is when
Isaiah saw the vision of Isaiah 6. The northern
kingdom (Israel, Ephraim, Samaria) will soon be
deported, as we shall soon see.

(5) Jotham of Judah —15:32–38

• Jotham of Judah

-1. His reign —15:32–33

• He began to reign in the second year of Pekah. —15:32

• He was 25 when he began to reign. —15:33a

• He reigned 16 years.

• His mother’s name was Jerusha, daughter of Zadok.

• He was mighty —II Chron. 27:6.

-2. A good king. —15:34–35

• He did “according to all that his father Uzziah had done.”

• See II Chron. 27:1–9.

• The high places were still not removed. —15:35
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• He was a builder:

- He built the higher gate of the house of the LORD.
- See II Chron. 27:3–4 for more building.

-3. The record of his acts —15:36.

-4. The LORD began to send invaders against them. —15:37
• These were Rezin, king of Syria and Pekah, son of Remaliah

(see Isa. 7:1 and references mentioned above).

-5. The death of Jotham —15:38

• He was buried in the city of David.

• Ahaz, his son reigned in his stead.

• II Kings 16:

(6) Ahaz of Judah —II Ki. 16
(16:2–4, 10–13)

• Note: Israel had her Ahab, and Judah had her
Ahaz. Israel’s Ahab was moved to wickedness by
his wife Jezebel. Ahaz of Judah did it all himself. No
woman’s name is mentioned alongside his name,
not even that of his mother. —Isaiah had some
problems with this man. The sign of Isa. 7:14 was
given to him.

• Ahaz of Judah

-1. His reign —16:1–2

• Began his reign in the 16th year of Pekah, of Israel.

• He was the evil son of Jotham, a good king.

• He was 20 years old when he began to reign.

• He reigned 16 years.
• He had the wrong start (16:1–4), the wrong ally (16:7–9),

and the wrong worship (16:9–16).

-2. He was very evil (The wrong start)—16:3–4

• He practiced the most debased idolatry. 16:3–4, 10–17.
See II Chron. 28:1–27.

• He “made his son to pass through the fire” (human sacri-
fice to Moloch). See II Chron. 28:3).
- These were descendants of David and possible progenitors of

Christ. He did not regard this.

• He offered in every idolatrous place. See Isa. 57:5, 7 and
Jer. 17:2. Also consider this in light of Deut. 12:2.
- We shall see the depth to which he sank in his idolatry in 16:10–

17.

-3. Judah was invaded —16:5–6

• Rezin — Syria

• Pekah, son of Remaliah — Israel

• See again Isa. 7:1–9, followed by the sign.

II Kings 16:1–20 - How does Ahaz’s idolatrous
leadership compare with society today?
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• The Syrians gained Elath and drove the Jews from it.
- Elath, the seaport at the north end of the gulf of Aqaba. This

was Solomon’s port (I Kings 9:26; II Chron. 8:17–18). Ama-
ziah had restored this place to Judah and rebuilt it (see 14:22).

- This is the first appearance of the word “Jews” in the entire
Bible. It refers to those of Judah.

-4. Alliance with Assyria (The wrong ally) —16:7–10a
• He sent to Assyria for help. —16:7
• He paid Assyria with the silver and gold from the Temple

and from the King’s house. —16:8
- This created great problems for Hezekiah, which we

shall see in II Kings 18.
• Assyria hearkened and attacked Syria. —16:9

(1. They took Damascus.
(2. They carried the people of Damascus captive to Kir.

— Kir, see Amos 1:3–5; 9:7. Kir means “a wall.” All that is
known about it is that it was a place in Mesopotamia.

(3. They killed Rezin
— One of Judah’s arch enemies is now eliminated, but it did

not help Ahaz. He made himself a new problem — that
became Assyria.

• Ahaz went to Damascus to meet Tiglath-pileser, king of
Assyria. —16:10a
- This was likely to pay tribute to Assyria.

-5. The false altar (The wrong worship) —16:10–18

• He debased the God-given worship of Israel.
• He saw the heathen altar and had it built. —16:10–11
• He offered on that heathen altar. —16:12–13

- He is worshiping on the altar of the heathens who had
just been defeated.

• He substituted it for the brazen altar of burnt offering. —
10:14–16
- The brazen altar then was used for the king to “inquire

by,” probably using the pagan method of looking at the
entrails of animals. Ahaz was in every way pagan.

- Notice the debased priesthood of that day. —16:16
- But remember, the prophet Isaiah was actively

prophesying at that time, as were Hosea and Micah.
• Ahaz pillaged the Temple. —16:17–18

- This was done possibly to pay tribute to Assyria.

-6. The death of Ahaz and accession of Hezekiah —16:19–20

• He was buried in Jerusalem (the city of David).
• Hezekiah (Good) reigned in his stead.

- It is a wonder that a godless king like Ahaz could have
a godly son like Hezekiah. No doubt this is why the
names of the mothers are given.

Perspective: Ahaz reigned until 715 B.C. (731–715).
Israel (the northern tribes) was carried captive in 722
B.C. The narrative jumps back and forth between the
two kingdoms.
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• II Kings 17:

(7) Hoshea of Israel, and the Assyrian Captivity
—I Kings 17

(17:1–2, 5–6, 22–23, 24–25, 32–35)

1. Hoshea of Israel. —17:1–6
- The Reign of Hoshea and the defeat of Israel by Assyria,

leading to the Assyrian exile.

-1. Hoshea’s reign —17:1
• Began in the 12th year of Ahaz
• He was the son of Elah.
• He had conspired against Pekah (15:30).
• Hoshea reigned 9 years.

-2. He was also evil. —17:2
• He did not do as the kings which were before him.

-3. Israel put to tribute by Assyria —17:3
• Shalmaneser king of Assyria came against him and he paid

tribute.

-4. The Assyrian captivity of Israel. —17:4–6
• Later the king of Assyria found a conspiracy in him, and

as a consequence Hoshea was imprisoned. —17:4
- He had turned to Egypt for help.
- Also he had not paid the tribute.

• Assyria laid a siege for 3 years. —17:5
• In the 9th year of Hoshea the Assyrians took Samaria. —17:6

-5. The Captivity of Israel (also called Samaria — it was the
Northern Kingdom) —17:6
• This took place in 722 B.C.

• Israel (the 10 northern tribes) has not been
restored to the land since that time, though many
of them returned with the Jews from Babylonian
exile. Much false and confusing teaching has
sprung up around “The Lost Tribes of Israel.” God
knows where they are, and He will restore them
to the land in His time. It does us no good to
identify any nation or people with these tribes
today. God is in our day calling out a people for
His Name from all nations (Acts 15:14), and in
Christ all are one body, whether they be Jews or
Gentiles, bond or free, male or female (I Cor.
12:13). The same truth is stated in Gal. 3:26–29
and Col. 3:9–11.

2. The Catalog of Israel’s sins —17:7–23
• Idolatry —17:7–8
• Secret sins —17:9
• Open idolatry —17:10–12
• Stubbornness —17:13–15

- He also testified against Judah. —17:13

II Kings 17:1–41 - Why did God judge Israel?

How does Israel’s sin compare with society to-
day?
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• Abandonment to sin —17:16–23

- He again mentions Judah as walking in the statutes of
Israel. —17:19

- However, only Judah is left. —17:18

- See more detail on this deportation in 18:9–12.

• Israel existed through 209 years and 19 kings — from
Jeroboam through Hoshea. All of their kings were evil. We
must recognize God’s mercy and longsuffering in this!

3. God’s warnings:

(1) Prior knowledge — The commandments—17:12, 15a

(2) Prophetic warning — His prophets—17:13–14, 15b

4. The Colonization of Israel by foreigners —17:24–41
• These later became the Samaritans (See John 4).

(1) The peoples which Assyria brought in —17:24

-1. Babylon — Cf. 17:30a [Discussed below]

-2. Cuthah — (In Babylon) — Cf. 17:30b

-3. Ava — (On the Orontes River) — Cf. 17:31a

-4. Hamath — (North of Damascus) Cf. 17:30c

-5. Sepharvaim — (Difficult to identify) — Cf. 17:31b

(2) Mixing religions —17:25–33

-1. Lions sent by the LORD —17:25

• They did not fear the LORD.
• He sent lions which slew some of the people.

- We shall see the religions which they brought in
17:30–31.

-2. A priest brought in —17:26–28

• They recognized that the land had a God (the LORD),
and they did not know Him. —17:26

- They did not know the manner of the God of the
land.

• The Assyrian king had them bring in a Samaritan
priest.
- Would he have taught the way of Jeroboam along with the

way of the LORD? Jeroboam’s two calves may not have so
much violated the first commandment, as the second. The
two golden calves may have been used as supports for the
worship of Jehovah. Jeroboam is not primarily accused of
bringing in other gods (though, see I Kings 14:9, which
may refer to his calves –images). We can say for certain
that he separated the people from Jerusalem and the Temple,
and he set up false altars, which God had prohibited.

- The Samaritans of Jesus day believed that Gerizim was
where they should worship (John 4:20–22). They had only
the Pentateuch.

• The priest came to Bethel. —17:27-28
- Bethel is where one of Jeroboam’s golden calves was.
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-3. Yet, they continued in their idolatry. —17:29–33

(1. Each nation made gods of their own. —17:29–31
• They put their idols in their own high places. —

17:29
• Their gods —17:30–31

- Those of Babylon made Succoth-benoth
- Those of Cuth made Nergal

- Those of Hamath made Ashima
- The Avites made Nibhaz and Tartak
- The Sepharvites burnt their children in the fire

to Adrammelech and Anammelech

(2. They feared the LORD and … —17:32–33
• Made of the lowest of them priests —17:32

• Served their own gods —17:33
- This was “after the manner of the nations whom they

carried away from thence.”

-4. They have not changed, they fear not the LORD. —17:34

-5. The LORD’s retrospect —17:35–40
• They had a covenant. —17:35
• They had commandments. —17:35b, 37
• He had brought them out of Egypt. —17:36

• They had His promise of deliverance. —17:39

-6. The concluding statement —17:41

• They feared the LORD and served their graven images.
• This passed on to their children and grandchildren.

4. Judah’s History from Israel’s Captivity to Judah’s
Captivity   —II Ki. 18 — 25

(1) Good king Hezekiah —II Ki. 18 — 20
(18:1–7; 19:14–19; 20:1–3, 13, 16–19)

• II Kings 18:

• Note:  Hezekiah was the good son of a very bad king
(Ahaz). It is significant that the name of Hezekiah’s
mother, Abi, the daughter of Zechariah is mentioned.
This also gives credit to the grandfather. Ahaz was
surely no good influence on him, so his mother must
have been.
—Cf. 16:3 —Hezekiah’s brothers were sacrificed to
Moloch! —II Chron. 28:3, says Ahaz “burned his
children in the fire.”

1. The reign of Hezekiah —II Kings 18 – 20

(1) Hezekiah’s reign —18:1–2

-1. It began in the third year of Hoshea (Israel) —18:1

• He was son of the wicked king Ahaz.

II Kings 18:1–8 - How does God describe
Hezekiah’s relationship to Himself?
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-2. Hezekiah was 25 when e began to reign. —18:2

-3. He reigned 29 years in Jerusalem.
• See II Chron. 29:1 — 32:33. Also see Isa. 36 — 39.

-4. His mother’s name — Abi, daughter of Zachariah.

(2) Hezekiah’s righteousness and reformation—18:3–6

-1. He did that which was right in the sight of the LORD —
18:3

-2. His reformation and revival —18:4–6
• This was revival.

- II Chronicles 29:3 – 31:21 says much more about
this revival.

• He cleaned up the idolatry. —18:4
- Notice that the bronze serpent made by Moses (Num.

21), despite its origin, had become an idol and was
destroyed by Hezekiah. Nehushtan = “brazen.”

• He is noted for his trust in the LORD. —18:5
- He trusted in the LORD God of Israel.
- There was no king like him before him or after him.

He was the greatest.

• He “clave” unto the LORD, and did not depart from
following him. —18:6a

• He kept the LORD’s commandments in the Law of
Moses. —18:6b

(3) Victories —18:7–8

-1. His Rebellion against Assyria —18:7
• Assyria was THE world power of that day.

• Believe me, that would take faith in the LORD.

-2. His Victory over the Philistines —18:8

(4) Assyria’s taking of Samaria —17:9–12

-1. The time of the siege relative to Hezekiah —17:9–10

• The siege began in the 4th year of Hezekiah. —17:9

- That was the 7th year of Hoshea of Israel.

- It was Shalmanezer, king of Assyria who came.

• It ended in the 6th year of Hezekiah. —17:10

- That was “after three years.”

- It was in the 9th year of Hoshea.

-2. The deportation of Israel —17:11–12

• To Assyria —
- In Halah
- In Habor
- By the river of Gozan
- In the cities of the Medes

• The reasons for the deportation —17:12

- Note the verbs:
— Obeyed not the voice of the LORD their God
— Transgressed his covenant and all that Moses the ser-

vant of the LORD commanded

II Kings 18:9–37 - Even though God prospered
Hezekiah, what opportunity to demonstrate
his commitment awaited him?
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— Would not hear them
— Would not do them

(5) Sennacherib’s invasion of Judah —18:13–37

-1. He took the fenced cities of Judah. —18:13

• This was in the 14th year of Hezekiah (8 years after
they carried Israel captive).

• It was Sennacherib again.

-2. Hezekiah pays tribute —18:14–16

• Hezekiah, “I have offended.” He had rebelled against
Assyria (18:7). —18:14

• The tribute —18:15

- 300 talents of silver (about 360,000 ounces).

- 30 talents of gold (about 36,000 ounces)

• Hezekiah took it from the Temple again. —17:16

- He had been repairing, now he has to undo that.

-3. Treachery of Assyria —18:17–18

• Siege against Jerusalem —18:17a
- He sent Tartan, “commander in chief”
- He sent Rabsaris, “chief of the heads”
- Rabshakeh, “chief of his officers”
- They brought a great host against Jerusalem.

• They called for negotiation. —18:17

- Where did they meet? —18:17b
- See Isa. 7:3. Isaiah had confronted Ahaz in that place over

30 years earlier. And he gave the promise of Isa. 7:14.

• The king (Hezekiah) sent out 3 men to meet them.
- Eliakim, son of Hilkiah (over the household)
- Shebna, the scribe
- Joah, son of Asaph, the recorder

-4. Rabshakeh’s ideas addressed to Hezekiah —18:19–25

• He addresses Hezekiah’s emissaries.

(1. In whom do you trust? —18:19–20

• “Thus saith the great king, the king of Assyria.”

• To say that you have counsel and strength for the
war are but vain (empty) words. —18:20

(2. Do you trust in Egypt? —18:21

• Isaiah had spoken against the pro-Egyptian party
of Judah (Isa. 30:2–7).

• To lean upon Egypt is to lean upon a weak reed that
will break and injure you. How true!

(3. Do you trust in the LORD? —18:22
• Hezekiah had removed the high places.

• Rabshakeh did not understand. He thought they
were of the LORD. They were Judah’s problem and
the real reason why Assyria was there.

(4. You don’t have enough manpower. —18:23–24

• Hezekiah does not even have 2,000 horsemen. —
18:23
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• How then can you turn away one of my captains (if
you can’t mount 2,000 horsemen)? —18:24a

• How then can you put your trust in Egypt for
chariots and horsemen? —18:24b

(5. His blasphemous claim. —18:25

• It is his insinuation that the LORD sent him against
Jerusalem.

• Isaiah had spoken of Assyria as the rod of the
LORD’s anger (Isa. 10:5–11), but proud Assyria
will be punished (Isa. 10:12–16).

-5. Rabshakeh addresses the people —18:26–35

(1. Hezekiah’s men ask him to speak in the Syrian
language. —18:26–27

• They did not want the Jews on the wall to under-
stand and be demoralized.

• They greatly underestimated the people.

• Rabshakeh refused to do so. He had not been sent
by his king to Hezekiah, but to the men on the wall,
so he will speak to them. —18:27

(2. Don’t let Hezekiah deceive you. —18:28–29

• He cried with a loud voice, “Hear the word of the
great king, the king of Assyria.” —18:28

• Hezekiah cannot deliver you. —18:29

(3. Don’t let him make you trust in the LORD. —18:30
• This city shall not be delivered out of the hand of

the king of Assyria. Oh? Just wait and see!

(4. Come out to me and I’ll deliver you to a land like
your own. —18:31–32

• Don’t listen to Hezekiah, come out. You will eat of
your own produce until I take you away.

• Don’t listen to Hezekiah when he tells you that the
LORD will deliver you.

(5. He minimizes the LORD – blasphemy. —18:33–35
• Have any of the gods of the nations delivered

them? —18:33
- Of course, they were no gods, just things of nothing-

ness.
• Where are the gods? —18:34

- Of Hamath?
- Of Arpad?
- Of Sepharvaim?
- Of Hena?
- Of Iva?
- Of Samaria?

• In effect: “Neither can the LORD deliver Jerusalem
out of my hand.” —18:35n

-6. Judah’s reaction to Rabshakeh’s message —18:36

• The king had commanded them to not answer.

• Thus, they held their peace.
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-7. Hezekiah’s emissaries were shaken. —18:37

• The three went to Hezekiah with their clothes rent.

• II Kings 19:

(6) Hezekiah’s reaction to Rabshakeh’s threats—19:1–5

-1. He went to the house of the Lord, mourning —19:1

• He rent his clothes.

• He went to the Temple. What better place to go.

-2. He sent messengers to Isaiah. —19:2–5

• Whom he sent —9:2

- Eliakim who was over the household

- Shebna, the scribe

- The elders of the priests

[In case we wonder if this is the same Isaiah, take note
of 19:2 and compare Isa. 1:1.]

• This day — a day of … —19:3

- Trouble — There was plenty of trouble. Assyria was very
powerful.

- Rebuke — The LORD was rebuking, chastening and cor-
recting them.

- Blasphemy — Rabshakeh had blasphemed the LORD.

• Why was it such a day? Because they were powerless
before Assyria.

• It may be the LORD will …. —19:4–5
- Hear Rabshakeh’s reproach of the living God.

- Reprove the words.

- He asks Isaiah to pray.

(7) God’s answer through Isaiah —19:6–7

-1. Be not afraid of the words. —19:6

• Those were words of blasphemy.

-2. I will send a blast, he shall hear a rumor. —19:7

• A “blast” (a wind) — See Jer. 51:1.

• He would hear a rumor and return to his own land.

• He would fall by the sword in his own land.

(8) Letter from Sennacherib to Hezekiah —19:8–13

-1. Rabshakeh returned to find the king of Assyria fighting
Libnah. —19:8

-2. The threat of Ethiopia kept him. —19:9

• He sent a message to Hezekiah. —19:9

-3. He again defied God —19:10–13

• Don’t let God deceive you. —19:10

• Notice what Assyria has done to the gods of all the
nations. —19:11–13

- In his mind he had destroyed those gods. He will
learn that he cannot destroy the LORD God of Israel.

II Kings 19:1–37 - Note the great significance of
truly knowing the Lord.
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(9)  Hezekiah’s reaction to the letter —19:14–19

-1. He spread it before the LORD in the Temple. —19:14
• This was a simple, trusting act, fully in keeping with

the testimony of 18:5–6.

-2. He prayed to the LORD —19:15–19

• He recognizes the LORD’s greatness. —19:15
- This is worship — we need to do more of it.

• He asked Him to read it. —19:16
- See the words of Sennacherib – words of reproach.
- Whom did he reproach?

• He recognized before the LORD that the Assyrians had
indeed destroyed many nations. —19:17

• He recognized that the gods of those nations were the
work of men’s hands. —19:18

• He asks the LORD to save them. —19:19
- Notice: That all may know.

(10) God’s answer through Isaiah —19:20–34

-1. The LORD has heard your prayer. —19:20

-2. The LORD responded with a poem. —19:21–28
• It was addressed to Sennacherib.

- A good part of the book of Isaiah is also poetry.

• They of Jerusalem despised him and laughed him to
scorn. —19:21

• His blasphemous boast was against none other but the
LORD. —19:22–24

• He reminds him of His greatness, greater than Assyria.
—19:25–26

- Sennacherib was but a tool of the LORD against weak
nations.

• Because of his rage against the LORD He would turn
him back (to his land). —19:28

-3. The LORD gave a sign to Judah. —19:29–31
• Having to do with their harvests. —19:29

- They would plant the fields and harvest in 3 years.

• The remnant of Judah would be take root in the land.
—19:30–31

-4. He tells what will happen to Assyria. —19:32–34

• He shall not come into Jerusalem or shoot an arrow
there. The siege is all over for good. —19:32

• Sennacherib will return by the same way that he came.
—19:33

• The LORD will defend that city. —19:34
- For His own sake.

- For His servant David’s sake.

(11) The LORD’s judgment upon the Assyrians —19:35–37

-1. The LORD slew 185,000 Assyrians. —19:35
• Just in one single night
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-2. The Assyrians returned to Nineveh. —19:36

-3. Sennacherib was killed by his 2 sons. —19:37

• He was in the house of Nisroch, his god.

• His son Esarhaddon reigned in his stead.

• Hezekiah faced 3 enemies during his lifetime:
(1. Assyria —II Ki. 18:13 — 19:37
(2. Death —20:1–11

(3. Pride —20:12–21

• II Kings 20:

2. Death — Hezekiah’s second enemy —20:1–11

• Hezekiah was 25 when he began to reign. He
reigned 29 years. He died at age 54 (18:2).

• This sickness was in his 14th yr. It was around the
time that the Assyrian siege took place.

• He lived 15 yrs. after his sickness.
- Manasseh was 12 when he became king.
- His sons were not yet born at the time of his

sickness.

(1) Isaiah warns Hezekiah of impending death —20:1

-1. It was “In those days.” That is, about the time of the
siege of Assyria.

-2. Hezekiah was “sick unto death.”

-3. Isaiah came with the message of the LORD.
• He was to set his house in order.

(2) Hezekiah prays —20:2–3

-1. He turned his face to the wall and prayed. —20:2

-2. What did his idea seem to be? —20:3a
• Was it not that, because of his upright walk, God owed

him life

-3. He wept “sore.” —20:3b

(3) God’s answer —20:4–6

-1. The LORD sent Isaiah back with a message. —20:4-5
• Hezekiah is called “the captain of my people.”

• “Thus saith the LORD God of David thy father …”
- I have heard —

- I have seen —
- I will heal —

• The LORD promised to heal him in 3 days.

-2. He would add 15 years to his life. —20:6
• He would deliver Hezekiah and the city out of the hand

of he king of Assyria.

II Kings 20:1–21 - After Hezekiah’s Assyrian
test, what further opportunities to demon-
strate his commitment awaited him?
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• He would defend the city (Jerusalem) …

- “For mine own sake, and for David’s sake”

(4) A poultice —20:7
• They put a poultice of figs on the boil.

- It was not the poultice that healed, God did.

(5) A sign —20:8–11

-1. Hezekiah asked for a sign —20:8

• After all, he needed to get his house in order.

• It would be a couple of days before he experienced it.

-2. Isaiah gave him a choice. —20:9–10

• Should the shadow on the sundial go forward 10
degrees, or backward 10 degrees? —20:9

- Remember, the 360° protractor had not yet been
devised. These degrees represent something else,
probably marks, or steps.

• Hezekiah chose that it would go backward. —20:10

-3. Isaiah cried to the Lord and the shadow went backward.
—20:11

• It was on the dial of Ahaz.

• The sign was in response to Isaiah’s earnest prayer.

3. Pride — Hezekiah’s third enemy —20:12–21

(1) The delegation from Babylon —20:12
• See II Chron. 32:31. Also 32:25–26 (Note II Ki. 20:15,

“mine,” “my”).

• Satan is either a lion or a serpent. He will either deceive,
or he rages. At this point he is both:

-1. The lion = Assyria

-2. The serpent = Babylon

• Remember, Babylon was under Assyrian dominion at this
time. But they would someday be a world power.

(2) Hezekiah showed them everything. —20:13
• His wealth, his armor, that which was in his treasures.

• He showed them all that was in his dominion.

(3) Isaiah’s inquiry of Hezekiah —20:14–15

-1. About the men? —20:14

• What did they say?

• Where did they come from?

• Hezekiah: “They are come from a far country, even
from Babylon.”

- How often has a nation unwittingly armed its en-
emies in advance.

-2. What have they seen? —20:15

• His answer was they saw everything. —20:15
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(4) Isaiah’s prophecy to Hezekiah —20:16–18

-1. The day will come when all that is in your house will be
carried into Babylon. —20:16

• The LORD said this.

-2. Hezekiah’s sons would be eunuchs in the palace of the
king of Babylon. —20:17

• Daniel and his friends were among those.

(5) Hezekiah’s sad concern —20:19
• Not a confession of sin

• A concern for his own day, in fact, for his own skin

• No concern for his posterity

(6) The death of Hezekiah —20:20–21

-1. Hezekiah’s many acts —20:20

• His acts, his might

• He made a pool and a conduit (II Chron. 32:30).

-2. Manasseh, his son, reigned in his stead. —20:21

• From evil king Ahaz came Hezekiah.

• From good king Hezekiah came wicked Manasseh.

• II kings 21:

(2) Wicked kings Manasseh and Amon —II Ki. 21
(21:1–2, 19–20)

1. Reign of Manasseh –21:1–18

• II Chron. 33:1–20.

• A godly father does not always rear a godly son.

Note : At this time, Judah was a very small kingdom
—about 50 mi. east and west, maybe 90 mi. north
and south. Yet it was the most important kingdom on
the face of the earth. OUT OF IT WAS TO COME THE
REDEEMER.

(1) His reign introduced —21:1

-1. Assumed the throne at age 12.

• Reminder: The LORD promised Hezekiah that He would
add 15 years to his life. Manasseh was born during
those years, 3 years after the illness.

-2. He reigned 55 years in Jerusalem. That was the longest
reign of any king in Judah or in Israel.

-3. Manasseh’s mother, Hephzibah = “my delight is in her,”
a Millennial name for Jerusalem (Isa. 62:4).

• What a shame to be Manasseh’s mother.

(2) His story is in three parts — the first part:—21:2–16
• The last two of these are seen in II Chronicles. [See

II Kings 21:1–26 - What sin or sins moved God
to judgement even of His own people?
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below].

-1. His flagrant sin and idolatries —21:1–9
• The extent of his sin seen in 21:9.

(1. Followed the abominations of the heathen —21:2

(2. Restored the high places —21:3

(3. Reared up altars for Baal —21:3

(4. Worshiped the host of heaven —21:3

(5. Built in the house of the LORD —21:4
• Jerusalem was the place for the LORD’s Name. He put His

Name there.

(6. Built altars for all the host of heaven in the 2 courts
of the House of the LORD —21:5

(7. Made his son pass through the fire —21:6a
• See II Chron. 33:6 and Ezek. 23:37–39.

(9) Was involved in the occult —21:6b

(10) Much wickedness in the sight of the LORD —21:6c

(11) Set image in the grove which he had made in the
Temple —21:7–9a
• Notice God’s promise concerning the Temple and Israel.
• He defied the plain Word of God —21:7–8

(12) Seduced them to do more evil than the nations which
Israel had cast out —21:9b
• See Deut. 18:9–14 for one of the commandments which

he broke.

-2. God’s warning through the prophets —21:10–15

• Notice the consequences:

(1. The news of it would make ears tingle —21:12
• Just read Lamentations to see just how serious it really

was.

(2. They would be judged as Samaria and as the house
of Ahab. —21:13a

(3. He would wipe it as a man wipes a dish (clean),
turning it upside down (dumping them out) —21:13b

(4. He would forsake them, delivering them into the
hand of their enemies. —21:14
• They would become a prey and be spoiled.

-3. Manasseh’s ultimate sin —21:16

• It was the most serious of his sins. See 24:3–4.

(3) Manasseh’s death and burial —21:17–18

-1. The record of his acts —21:17

• Also recorded in the Bible and in heaven

-2. His death —21:18a

-3. Notice where he was buried —21:18b

• Even wicked Ahaz was buried with his fathers in
Jerusalem (II Kings 16:20), but not Manasseh.

-4. Amon his son succeeded him. —21:18c
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• The three phases of Manasseh’s life:
-1. His flagrant sin and idolatries —21:1–9
-2. His affliction and repentance —in II Chron. 33:11–13
-3. His good works later —too late —II Chron. 33:14–20

2. Reign of Amon —21:19–26
• II Chron. 33:21–25

(1) His reign introduced —21:19

-1. He began to reign at age 22.

-2. He reigned 2 years in Jerusalem.

-3. Amon = “skilled, or master workman,” or “trustworthy.”

-4. His mother — Meshul´lemeth, daughter of Haruz of
Jotbah.
• Meshul´lemeth = friend
• Haruz = zealous
• Jotbah — Location unknown, though there was a city by that

name in Galilee (Samaria). Though Samaria had already
been carried off by the Assyrians by the time of Manasseh.

(2) The nature of his reign —21:20–22

-1. He was evil as his father was.

-2. He served and worshiped idols.

(3) His death and his successor —21:23–26

-1. He was slain by his servants. —21:23

-2. The people of the land killed his slayers. —21:24a

-3. They made Josiah king in his place. —21:24b

-4. Where his acts were recorded. —21:25

-5. He was buried in his garden (like his father). —21:26a

• He was not buried with his fathers (David, etc.).

-6. Josiah reigned. —21:26b

(3) Good king Josiah — Revival —22:1 – 23:30
(22:1–2, 8, 10–11; 23:1–2, 21–23)

• Notice God’s sentence given in II Kings 23:25–27.
- Josiah’s righteousness was not sufficient to compensate for

the wickedness of his grandfather Manasseh.

• II Kings 22:

1. Josiah’s reign —22:1—20

(1) Its beginning and duration —22:1

-1. Began to reign at age 8.

• Manasseh had reigned 55 years, but offered his chil-
dren to Moloch (21:6; II Chron. 33:6).

• He later repented. It may well be that Josiah was born
after the repentance, so he was not sacrificed.

II Kings 22:1–20 - In the midst of Judah’s wick-
edness how did God bring out a godly king?

How must we respond today?
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-2. Reigned 31 years. (II Chron. 34:1 – 35:27)

-3. His mother was Jedidah

• It means, “beloved”

• She was daughter of Adaiah (“whom Jehovah adores”)
of Boscath.

(2) He was a good king. —22:2

-1. He did that which was right in the sight of the LORD.

-2. He walked in all the way of David.

-3. He did not turn to the right hand or to the left.

(3) Josiah repaired the Temple —22:3–7

-1. This was in his 18th year, when he was 26. —22:3

• Jeremiah prophesied during this time.
(1. Jeremiah began to prophesy in the 13th year of Josiah’s

reign (Jer. 1:2). Much of the material in Jer. 1 – 6 belongs
to the period when Josiah ruled.

(2. Jeremiah began to prophesy while still a young man (Jer.
1:5–6).

(3. He no doubt witnessed the great reformation in this 18th
year of Josiah (622 B.C.). He was very familiar with the
Pentateuch, especially the book of Deuteronomy, as
evidenced by his writings.

(4. He was present at the funeral of Josiah, and he lamented
over his death (II Chron. 35:25). See Jer. 22:10. He was
not to weep for the dead (Josiah), but to “weep for him
that goeth away,” probably referring to Josiah’s son
Shallum, or Jehoahaz who was carried captive to Egypt.

-2. The builders used the offerings. —22:4–6

• See II Kings 12:7–15, where Joash used the same
method of financing Temple repairs.

-3. They dealt faithfully. —22:7

(4) The Priests found the Law —22:8–20

-1. They brought the Law and read it before the king. —
22:8–11

• It was found by Hilkiah (High Priest) who gave it to
Shaphan (scribe) who read it. —22:8

• Shaphan then reported to the king. —22:9

• He read the Law before the king. —22:10

• Result: The king tore his clothes. —22:11

- The Word of God has power, it convicts.

-2. He sent to inquire of the LORD. —22:12–14

• He had seen that the LORD’s wrath was kindled against
them. —22:12-13

• They went to Huldah the prophetess. —22:14
- The “college” — The same Heb. word mishneh, is used in

Zeph. 1:10, “second.” Possibly referring to the second
quarter of the city. It is also used of the “copy” of the Law
which Joshua wrote (Josh. 8:32; Cf. Deut. 17:18, “copy.”).
Might it refer to a place where a copy of the Law was kept,
studied and taught. The translators of the King James have
“college.”
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- Huldah = “mole,” “weasel”
- Her husband, Shallum, was keeper of the wardrobe. He

may have been Jeremiah’s uncle (Jer. 32:7).

-3. The LORD’s sad answer —22:15–20
• The answer through Huldah the prophetess:

(1. Judgment — Because of forsaking —22:15–17

- “I will bring evil upon this place …” —22:16
- “Because they have forsaken me …” —22:17

(2. Mercy — Because of humbling —22:18–20
- “Because thine heart was tender, and thou hast humbled

thyself … I also have heard thee …” —22:19
- “… thou shalt be gathered into thy grave in peace …

thine eyes shall not see all the evil which I will bring
upon this place …” —22:20

• II Kings 23:

2. Josiah read the Law to many in Judah —23:1–3

(1) He gathered many to hear the Law. —23:1–2a

-1. He gathered the Elders of Judah and Jerusalem. —23:1

-2. They all went up the House of the Lord —22:2a

• all the men of Judah

• all the inhabitants of Jerusalem

• the priests

• the prophets

• the people small and great …

(2)  He read to them from the Covenant (Law)—23:2b

(3) They then made a covenant with the LORD —23:3

-1. Josiah made a covenant.

-2. All the people joined in the covenant.

3. Josiah cleansed the Temple and the nation —23:4–24
• Conditions existing in Judah at that time are seen here.

- He did 14 things.

(1) In Jerusalem and Judah —23:4–14
• He cleansed the following:

-1. A defiled Temple —23:4

• Removing the instruments of idolatry.

-2. An idolatrous priesthood —23:5

• He removed the priests of idolatry — to Baal, to the
sun, to the moon, to the planets and to the host of
heaven.

-3. An idol (Ashtoreth) in the Temple —23:6

• A grove (used in the worship of Ashtoreth) was in

the Temple of the LORD.

II Kings 23:1–27 - Note the extent of Josiah’s
revival effort and God’s evaluation of it.
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-4. Sodomites in worship of Ashtoreth —23:7

• These were male prostitutes used in the worship
surrounding Ashtoreth.

-5. A priesthood of the high places throughout Judah —
23:8–9

• High places: These were of Canaanite origin. The
Israelites worshiped the LORD in those high places,
though that was prohibited by the Law of Moses.

• Evidently the true Priests presided there. They were
removed from Temple service, though they were
cared for. —23:9

-6. Worship of Moloch (child sacrifice) —23:10

-7. Worship of the sun by giving horses and chariots (at
the entrance of the Temple) —23:11

-8. False altars made by Ahaz and Manasseh cast down —
23:12

-9. High places built by Solomon defiled —23:13–14

(2) In Samaria (Israel) —23:15–20
• He cleansed the following:

-1. In Israel, Jeroboam’s altar broken down —23:15–18

• This was predicted about 300 years earlier by the
unknown prophet (I Kings. 13:2–3)

• He did not disturb the sepulchre of the man of God
who had prophesied against that altar.

-2. The houses of the high places in Israel destroyed —
23:19

-3. Israel’s priesthood of the high places slain —23:20

(3) In all Israel (Judah and Samaria) —23:21–24
• He did the following:

-1. He restored the Passover —23:21–23

• A great Passover was held

-2. Mediums and witches put away in Judah and Jerusalem
—23:24

4. The LORD’s verdict upon Judah —23:25–27

(1) God’s evaluation of Josiah —23:25

-1. No king like him before him or after him.

-2. He turned to the LORD with his whole heart.

(2) God will judge Judah —23:26–27

-1. The LORD did not turn from his wrath. —23:26

• Regardless of the godliness of Josiah.

• It will be for the sins of Manasseh (23:26b).

-2. He will do three things to Judah. —23:27

(1. He will remove Judah out of His sight, as He removed
Israel 113 years before.
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(2. He will cast off His chosen city of Jerusalem.

(3. He will also cast off His House of which He had said, “My
name shall be there.”

5. The death of Josiah —23:28–30

(1) The record of his acts —23:28

(2) His death —23:29–30

-1. Pharaoh-nechoh of Egypt joined the king of Assyria
against Nabopolassar king of Babylon.

• He was meddling in affairs which were not his own.

-2. Josiah opposed Nechoh and was killed.

• He was killed at Megiddo.

-3. He was buried in Jerusalem. —23:30a

-4. Jehoahaz was made king in his place. —23:30b

• Jeremiah was called in the 13th year of Josiah’s
reign (Jer. 1:2; 25:3). This was one year after
Josiah began his purge (II Chron. 34:3).

• Daniel was alive at this time also. He was carried to
Babylon in 605 B.C., 4 years after Josiah’s death.

(4) Wicked kings Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, and
Jehoiachin —23:31 — 24:16

• Three Sons of Godly Josiah — All Evil.
- I Chron. 3:15 gives the order of birth of Josiah’s four sons.

1. Reign of Jehoahaz —23:31–33
• II Chron. 36:1–4; Jer. 22:10–12

(1) The beginning and duration of his reign —23:31

-1. Began to reign at 23 years of age.

-2. He reigned 3 months.

-3. His mother — Hamutal = “kinsman of the dew,” daugh-
ter of Jeremiah of Libnah.

-4. Jehoahaz was also called Shallum (I Chron. 3:15).

• See Jer. 22:11.

• Shallum means “retribution.”

• Jehoahaz = “whom Jehovah holds fast”

• He was the youngest son of Josiah.

(2) He did evil. —23:32

(3) Deposed by Pharaoh-nechoh. —23:33

-1. Pharaoh-nechoh captured him at Riblah (north of Dam-
ascus).

-2. He was carried to Egypt where he died (again, see Jer.
22:11). —II Kings 23:34b

II Kings 23:28–37 - How can we understand
Josiah’s death and sons?
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-3. Judah was put under heavy tribute.

• 100 talents of silver (±120,000 ounces)

• 1 talent of gold (±1,200 ounces)

2. Reign of Jehoiakim —23:34 —24:7
• II Chron. 36:4–5. See Jeremiah 36:1–32.

(1) Made king by Pharaoh-nechoh —23:34

-1. His name was Eliakim, Pharaoh-nechoh changed it.

• Another son of Josiah, the second born. See I Chron.
3:15.

• Eliakim means, “God will establish”

• Jehoiakim means, “Jehovah raises up”

- Of course, that was a lie on the part of Pharaoh.
Though God sets up all kings (Ps. 75:6–7).

-2. He was set up as a puppet king by Pharaoh-necho.

(2) He continued to pay the tribute. —23:35

— He taxed the people to pay it.

(3) His accession and the nature of his reign—23:36–37

-1. 25 years old when he began to reign.

-2.  He reigned 11 years.

-3. His mother’s name was Zebudah (“given”).

• She was daughter of Pedaiah of Rumah.

-4. He did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD. —
23:37

• II Kings 24:

• Continuing the reign of Jehoiakim

(4) The predicted judgment continues —24:1–4

-1. Jehoiakim and Nebuchadnezzar (Babylon) —24:1

• Jehoiakim became servant to Nebuchadnezzar.

• Nebuchadnezzar did not carry anyone captive at this
time.

• Jehoiakim rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar after 3
years.

-2. Judgment by destroying bands —24:2

• The LORD sent these bands to destroy Judah.
- Chaldees

- Syrians

- Moabites

- Ammon

• This was according to the word of the prophets.

- Jeremiah was one of those prophets. For references
in Jeremiah’s prophecy, see below.

II Kings 24:1–20 - What are the key factors
relating to God’s judgement of Judah?
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-3. The reason for the destruction —24:3–4
• Notice one of the most disturbing statements in all

of Scripture in 24:4b. It concerns the shedding of
innocent blood and the LORD’s refusal to pardon it.

• The shedding of innocent blood:
- Genesis 9:5–6
- Numbers 35:30–34

• This can be applied to any nation that takes upon itself
to shed innocent blood. It can also be applied to the
terrible carnage of abortion.

THE FIRST DEPORTATION:

• During the days of Jehoiakim Nebuchadnezzar
came against them, carried some captive (Daniel
was one) and put Judah to tribute. This is called
THE FIRST DEPORTATION. See II Chron. 36:6
(He was bound but was not carried into Babylon).

See II Kings 20:17 for prediction of deportation.

Jer. 25:1, the 4th year of Jehoiakim was the first
year of Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon. In Israel
the accession year was counted as the first year of
the reign.

Jer. 36:1, that same 4th year was when Jehoiakim
burned Jeremiah’s roll (36:1–32).

Jer. 46:2, that was the year of the Babylonian
victory over Egypt at Carchemish.

Dan. 1:1–2, by Babylonian reckoning, the next year
was counted the first year (much as we do). Daniel
used Babylonian reckoning.

The holy vessels were taken to Babylon. See Dan.
1:2; II Chron. 36:7 and see Dan. 5:2–3.

(5) The death of Jehoiakim —24:5–6

-1. The record of his acts —24:5

-2. Jehoiakim died —24:6
• Nothing is said about his burial and any mourning.

- See Jer. 22:18–19.
• His son Jehoiachin replaced him.

• The prophecies of Jeremiah given during the days
of Jehoiakim:
◊ Years of Jeremiah’s ministry —Jer. 1:1–3
◊ Character, death and burial of Jehoiakim —Jer.

22:13–19
◊ Prediction concerning the 70 years of captivity —

Jer. 25:1–13 [Cf. Dan. 9:2]
◊ Predictions concerning Jerusalem (given in the

beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim) —26:1–24
◊ Murder of another prophet, Urijah —26:22–23.

Why did they not kill Jeremiah? —Jer. 1:18–19.

◊ Example of the Rechabites —35:1–19
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(6) The growth of the Babylonian Empire —24:7

-1. Egypt was no longer a power.
• See Jer. 37:5–7.

-2. Babylon held all of the territory which the LORD had
promised to Abram (Gen. 15:18).

3. Reign of Jehoiachin —24:8–16

(1) The beginning and duration of his reign —24:8

-1. He was 18 years old when it began.
• II Chronicles 36:9 says 8 years.

- If he began to reign in 597 at age 18, his father would have
been 19 when he was born. This was not uncommon in
Israel at that time. A king or king’s son was often given a
wife when he was quite young.

- If he began to reign at age 8, his father would have been 29
when he was born. That would have been the 4th year of his
father’s reign, one year after the first deportation.

• As for the solution to the difference in recorded ages,
I will leave that to the Lord to solve. I cannot impugn
the King James Version of the Scriptures. There is an
explanation somewhere, and will be some day.

• Jehoiachin, “Jehovah will establish”
• Originally was named Jechoniah (I Chron. 3:16). Also

see Esther 2:6; Jer. 24:1; 27:20, 28:4; 29:2.
• That name was shortened to Coniah (Jer. 22:24, 28; 37:1).

-2. He reigned 3 months.
• This was 597 B.C.

-3. His mother, Nehushta (“brass,” or “bronze”), daughter
of Elnathan of Jerusalem.

(2) The evil nature of his reign —24:9

• The prophecies of Jeremiah given during the days
of Jehoiachin:

◊ He was cursed of the LORD —Jer. 22:24–30
Coniah had physical descendants, as we can see by
the genealogy of I Chron. 3:17–18. However, none of
them occupied the throne of David. He was an ancestor
of Joseph, legal heir to the throne, but not of Mary, a
descendant of David through Nathan.  See Matt. 1:2–
17 (Joseph’s) and Luke 3:23–38 (Mary’s).
He was the last king in the legal line of Christ to sit upon
the throne of David, and he only sat 3 months.

◊ Related happenings:
Jer. 24:1–10 — Parable of the figs
Jer. 28:1–17 — Notice Jechoniah, 28:4.

Jer. 29:1–32 — Jeremiah’s letter to the captives.
Notice 29:1–2 to date it.

Jer. 29:8–9, 15, 21–23 — There were false proph-
ets.

Jer. 29:24–32 — Notice how his letter was re-
ceived.
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(3) His deportation to Babylon —24:10–16

-1. The second siege by Babylon —24:10–11

• First Nebuchadnezzar’s servants laid siege. —24:10

• Then he came to continue it. —24:11

-2. He surrendered to Nebuchadnezzar —24:12

• He surrendered with his mother, his servants, his
princes and his officers.

• This was the 8th year of Nebuchadnezzar —597 B.C.

-3.  He was carried to Babylon —24:8–12

• He carried away much spoil:

- The treasures of the House of the LORD

- The treasures of the king’s house

- He cut in pieces the vessels of gold made by So-
lomon.

- He had earlier carried the holy vessels (II Chron.
36:7 and Dan. 1:2), now he takes more. See Dan.
5:2–3.

• This is called the SECOND DEPORTATION.

• Ezekiel  was carried captive at this time.

- Ezekiel   prophesied in the land of Babylon.

- Daniel was in the City of Babylon.

- Jeremiah was still in Jerusalem. He continued to
prophesy still.

• Ezekiel’s words with relation to Jehoiachin:

◊ He reckoned the days of his own captivity to the
time when this man was carried captive. —Ezek.
1:1–2; 8:1; 20:1; 24:1.

◊ Though he was far away from Jerusalem, the
LORD revealed to Ezekiel the events taking place
in that city. Some of these will be seen below.

• See later in 25:27–30, where Jehoiachin is lifted up
by the king of Babylon.

(5) Wicked king Zedekiah, the destruction of the
Temple, and the final deportation to Babylon

—24:17 — 25:30

1. Reign of Zedekiah —24:17 — 25:10

(1) The beginning and duration of his reign—24:17–18

-1. Made king by Nebuchadnezzar —24:17a

• Nebuchadnezzar changed his name and made him a
puppet king.

-2. His name was Mattaniah, “gift of Jehovah.”

• Zedekiah, “justice of Jehovah”

• How appropriate that name was, because the LORD is
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dealing with Judah according to his justice.

-3. He was brother of Jehoiakim, father of Jehoiachin.

• That means, he was the youngest son of Josiah.

-4. He was 21 years old when he began to reign, and he
reigned 11 years. —24:18a

-5. His mother, Hamutal (same as that of Jehoahaz).

• Jehoiakim had a different mother.

(2) His wickedness and rebellion —24:19–20

-1. He did that which was evil. —24:19

-2. Zedekiah rebelled against Babylon. —24:20

• It came to pass, through the anger of the LORD, that
Zedekiah rebelled.

- He was judged of the LORD by having been given a
rebellious heart.

• This rebellion was until He had cast them out.

• II Kings 25:

(3) The siege and destruction of Jerusalem —25:1–10

-1. The siege began in Zedekiah’s 9th year. —25:1
• They “pitched against it” and they built forts (fortifi-

cations) all around it.

-2. The siege ended his 11th year. —25:2–4a
• It was the 11th year, 4th month, 9th day.
• It lasted about a year and one-half.
• There was no food in Jerusalem.

-3. The men of war fled and were caught. —25:4b

-4. They caught Zedekiah and judged him. —25:5–7
• They caught him in the plains of Jericho. —25:5
• They judged him at Riblah, about 65 mi. north of

Damascus. —25:6
- This is where Pharaoh-necho caught Jehoahaz —23:33).

• His sentence:
- They killed his sons before his eyes (the last thing he

ever saw).

- They put out his eyes.
- They carried him to Babylon in fetters.

(4) Destruction of the Temple and city walls—25:8–10

-1. Date: 5th month, 7th day of Nebuchadnezzar’s 19th
year. That is 586 B.C.

-2. Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard entered Jerusalem.
—25:8

-3. He burnt the House of the Lord. —25:9

-4. He burnt the king’s house.

-5. He burnt all the houses of Jerusalem and every great
man’s house.

II Kings 25:1–30 - Note the final details of God’s
judgement of a nation.
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-6. The army broke down the walls of Jerusalem. —25:10

• See II Kings 21:12–14 for prediction of severity of
judgment.

• Ezek. was marking these events as the LORD re-
vealed them to him. Here are a few.

◊ Ezek. 21 — The LORD’s sword against Jerusalem.
See 21:22 and compare II Kings 25:1.

◊ Ezek. 24:2 — The beginning of the siege.
◊ Ezek. 12:13 and compare II Kings 25:7.

• Jeremiah is still prophesying in Jerusalem.
◊ The LORD’s message to Zedekiah —Jer. 21:1 –

22:9
◊ The evil figs represent Zedekiah, Jer. 24:8–10.
◊ Message to Zedekiah and the other nations to

serve Nebuchadnezzar —Jer. 27:3–15.
◊ Jeremiah’s letter was sent to Babylon with

Zedekiah’s messenger —Jer. 29:3
◊ Jeremiah bought a field —Jer. 32 (see 32:1, 3, 5).

◊ Jeremiah sent a message to Zedekiah during the
siege —Jer. 34:1–7, 21.

◊ Jeremiah’s imprisonment —Jer. 37:1 – 38:28
◊ Jeremiah’s description of the fall of Jerusalem —

Jer. 39:1–10
◊ He told how Nebuzaradan showed him favor —

Jer. 39:11–18.
◊ He gave a history of Zedekiah —Jer. 52:1–11.
◊ He gave more details about the fall of the city, etc.

—Jer. 52:12–34.

2. THE THIRD DEPORTATION —25:11–21

(1) The people —25:11–12

-1. Those whom he carried away —25:11

• The rest of the people who were left in the city.

• The fugitives who had fallen to the Babylonians.

• The remnant of the multitude.

-2. Those whom he left in the land —25:12

• He left the poor of the land to care for it as vinedressers
and husbandmen (farmers).

(2) The spoil —25:13–17

-1. These were mostly the things of brass from the temple.

-2. There were some things of gold and silver left.

-3. Again there is emphasis upon the excellent workman-
ship of the temple.
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(3) The executions —25:18–21
• See Jer. 52:24–27

-1. These were leaders in Jerusalem. —25:18–19
• Whether they were leading a revolt or not is not

known. It may be that they led in the rebellion and
resistance of Zedekiah.

-2. They were —25:18–19
• Seraiah the chief Priest
• Zephaniah the second Priest
• Three keepers of the door
• The officer who was over the army
• Five of the king’s aides who were still left in the city
• The principal scribe who mustered the people of the

land.

-3. These were executed at Riblah. —25:20–21

3. Gedaliah made governor under Babylon —25:22–26

(1) Gedaliah appointed and killed —25:22–25

-1. Gedaliah’s father and grandfather served Josiah (II Kings
22:12–14)
• He was the son of Ahikam, son of Shaphan. Shaphan

and Ahikam were sent by Josiah to consult Huldah the
prophetess.

• He was the grandson of Shaphan who had been the
royal scribe under Josiah. Shaphan read the Law when
they first found it. (II Kings 22:3–8)

• At one time Gedaliah’s father Ahikam protected Jer-
emiah from the fury of Jehoiakim (Jer. 26:24).

• Nebuchadnezzar committed Jeremiah to the care of
Gedaliah. (Jer. 39:14)

-2. Gedaliah was killed by Ishmael. —25:25
• Jeremiah gives a detailed history of the days when

Gedaliah was governor over Judah. (Jer. 40 – 41)

(2) The people fled to Egypt in fear —25:26
• See Jeremiah 41:16 – 44:30 for a detailed account of the

move to Egypt and how they forced Jeremiah to go along
with them.

4. Jehoiachin released in Babylon —25:27–30

(1) In the 37th year of the captivity of Jehoiachin —25:27
• This was 560 B.C.
• See Jeremiah’s account. —Jer. 52:31–34
• Evil-merodach was son of Nebuchadnezzar. He reigned

from 562 to 560 B.C.

(2) He released him from prison. —25:28–30
• He cared for Jehoiachin.
• He was given a place of honor above the other captive

kings which were in his prison.

THE END OF II KINGS


