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when it was overthrown by Alexander the Great and th
Greek Empire became prominent.

1. Reconstruction —Neh. 1-7

¢ Neh. 1:

1. Nehemiah is told about the condition of Jerusalem

. Nehemiah’s prayer —1:4-11

Nehemiah
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OVERVIEW OF NEHEMIAH

The Persian Empire lasted from 539 B.C. to 331 B.C:

1. Cyrus (539—530 B.C.) —His decree (Ezra 1:1-4

permitted the return to the land.

Cambyses (530—522 B.C.)

Smerdis (522 B.C.)

Darius | (The Great) (522—486 B.C.) —36 years.

o s~ WD

Xerxes | (486—465 B.C.) —19 years. Ahasuerus

husband of Esther.

6. Artaxerxes | Longimanus (465-424 B.C.)

Ezra returned in 458 B.C. —Ezra 7:1-ff.

Nehemiah became Governor in 445 B.C.

OUTLINE OF NEHEMIAH

(1) Nehemiah's Prayerfulness —Neh. 1

Nehemiah 1:1-3 — How do the walls of Jerusalein

relate to the walls of our life?

—1:1-3

*Nehemiah = “The bro comforts” —1:1

-Son of Hacaliah (meaning unknown) (cf. 10:1) —1:1

-He was in Shushan, the palace — That is Susa, the ancie

nt

Why is the condition of the walls so important?

capital of Persia, some miles to the east of Babylon.

* The messenger: Hana'ni, evidently a blood brother —1:2a

* The condition of the city —1:2b-3

-This was evidently because of the opposition seen in Ez
4:1-16, the order of Artaxerxes recorded in Ezra 4:17-2

D

and the forceful stoppage of the work seen in Ezra 4:23-24

.

-The condition of the remnant there —1:3a

- The condition of the wall and gates —1:3b

Nehemiah 1:4-11 — Note the key factors of thi

o7

prayer and how it corresponds to the walls g

=

— He was a man of prayer—

our own lives

(1) His prayer —1:4-5

-1. He first sat down, wept and mourned — then he faste

'
0]

What are some of the walls we need built up in oy

-

and prayed. —1:4

life?
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Nehemiah 2 — Since walls are so important, note

the character and disciplines that Nehemiah

demonstrated.

How can these be a part of our life also as we build

and maintain the walls of God'’s protection?
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-2. He then made petition. —1:5

(2) The ingredients of his prayer —1:6-11
« Notice his knowledge of the Scriptures in his prayer.
-1. His praise —1:5
-2. His appeal —1:6a
-3. His confession —1:6b-7

-4. His petition based upon the Word of God —1:8-11

* Words of Moses —1:8-9
- See Lev. 26:33, 39, 46; Deut. 4:25-26, 29-31; 28:64;
30:4-5.
* He desired mercy in the sight of the King.
* Nehemiah was cupbearer to Artaxerxes. The cupbearer
was a royal butler who tasted the king’s wine, etc., to
see if it was poisoned.

(2) Nehemiah's Progress —Neh. 2
* Neh. 2:
-1. Request of the king —2:1-8
1. Nehemiah’s sadness and the king’s inquiry —2:1-2
(1) The king —2:1

« This was the 20th year of his reign.

« Artaxerxes was son of Ahasuerus (Xerxes):

¢ Ahasuerus (Xerxes) — 486—464 B.C. [Husband of Esther]
* Artaxerxes —464—423 B.C. [Not a son of Esther]

(2) The King's inquiry —2:2
* Nehemiah’s prayer of 1:11 is answered in 2:1-3 in the
king’s inquiry.
¢ A sad countenance was not permitted in the presence of
the king.
- That is why he feared.
- God protected him.

2. Nehemiah’s reason and prayer to God —2:3-8

(1) Reason —2:3
« Because of the condition of the city of his father’s sepul-
chers, it lay in ruin —2:3

(2) Request —2:4-6
« The king invited him to make a request —2:4a
¢ He prayed again —2:4b
- This prayer is answered in 4:6—8

(3) His request to the king and the king’s answe:5—-6
« That the king wouldendhim to Jerusalem
- Notice, he again said “the city of my fathers’ sepul-
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chres” —2:5
¢ The king asked Nehemiah how long he would be gone

“Salting the Oats”

- The king must have liked him.

- He stayed 12 years (5:14) —2:6a

- Answer to his second prayer —2:6b

- It pleased the king to send him.

3. His second request: letters —2:7-8

« For the governors for safe passage to Judah —2:7

* To Asaph, keeper of the kings forest for timber —2:8a

- As we saw in Ezra, the Persian Empire furnished the mate

rials for the rebuilding.

« The king granted that also —2:8b

- Notice the phrase: “according to the hand of my God upon me"—

2:8, 18 and see it also in Ezra 7:6.

—2. Return to Jerusalem —2:9-10

1. He gave the letters to the governors —2:9

* Nehemiah was a man of wisdom and courage —2:9-16 [See belo

—

He encouraged the people to build the walls.

* He was protected by “captains of the army and horsemen

from the king — It still took courage!

2. Opposition is alerted —2:10

« Who was the opposition?

- Sanballat, the Horonite — If he was of Horonaim, he was

probably a Moabite, which explains his connection to Tobiah;

If he was of Beth-horon, he was a Samaritan.

- Tobiah the servant, the Ammonite

— The Ammonites and the Moabites, both descendants of Lof;
caused Israel much grief down through their history.

—-3. Reconnoiter of the walls —2:11-16

1. He came to Jerusalem and was there 3 days —2:11

* He seems to have laid low for those days. Maybe he wa

7]

resting up from the long journey. We don't really know. What

he does next is clear.

2. He secretly viewed the ruined walls of the city.

« It was at night with a few men —2:12

(1) The gate of the valley —2:13
« Before the dragon well

(2) To the dung port —2:13
* He viewed the broken walls.

(3) To the gate of the fountain —2:14

(4) To the king'’s pool —2:14
* No place for his beast to pass
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Nehemiah 3 — What significant factors for wall

building are evident as they begin this task?

How does this apply to the “walls” the churches an

families are building today?

11/11/99
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(5) By the brook —2:15
¢ He viewed the wall.

(6) He entered by the gate of the valley —2:15
* He turned back from viewing the wall.
* No one knew that he had gone. —2:16
- Not the rulers —
- Not the leaders of the Jews —

-4, Reassurance of the people —2:17-20
1. He encourages them to build —2:17-18
« He calls attention to their distress as well as the wasted city —
2:17a

« It is to remove the reproach —2:17b

« He then tells them of the hand of God which was upon him —
2:18
- God’s answer to prayer and the king’s order

2 Notice this time who the adversaries were —2:19
¢ 3 men now (another man is added):

1.
2.
3.

- Notice these three names elsewhere in this book.

« Historically, the opponents of Israel have been
these very same nations. Their descendants are
today very actively opposing Israel.

3. Nehemiah answered the adversaries —2:20
¢ He expressed his firm faith.
* He answered that they, as servants of God, WILL build.
« He declared that they are excluded.
- They had no portion, right, nor memorial in Jerusalem.

¢ Neh. 3:

(3) Nehemiah's Plan of Building —Neh. 3

Nehemiah was an organizer —3:1-32

- All believers must work together to evangelize the world:
Phil. 1:27.

- The rebuilding of the walls was a huge construction
project, and more especially so in view of the limited
resources, the amount of rubbish, and the opposition.

- This chapter tells a story. A number of books have been
written which present the types of the wall.
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. The Sheep gate —3:1-2

. The Fish gate —3:3-5

. The Old gate —3:6-12

Nehemiah
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Rebuilding the gates and the wall:
- Though | have given the meanings of many of the names, | think that

“Salting the Oats”

those meanings may be irrelevant in most cases.

¢ John 5:2 —The Sheep market was at the Sheep gate. This

S

where the animals were brought for sacrifice. Christ is the

Lamb of God (John 1:29).

Built by the High Priest Eliashib (“whom God restores”) with
the help of “his brethren the priests.”

They built it, sanctified it, and built the doors, even to the
Tower of Meah (meaning “hundred”).

* Then sanctified it unto the Tower of Hananeel (“God has
favored”)

« The men of Jericho built next to the Sheep gate (3:2). Jerich
the cursed city (Josh. 6:26; | Kings 16:34). We live in a world

that is cursed by sin, the Lamb of God removes that curse -

3:2a

* Then Zaccur, son of Imri [Zaccur = “remembered” — Imri =

“eloquent”] —3:2b

e Matt. 4:19 “Follow me, and | will make you fishers of men.”

(Luke 5:10.)

* Located in the northern section of the wall, west of the Tower

of Hananeel

Built by the sons of Hassena”ah [“the thorny” — see Ezra 2:35

and Neh. 7:38, “Senaah”]

Next to them labored Meremoth, son of Urijah, son of Koz

[Meremoth = “elevations” or “exaltations” — Urijah = “Jeho-

vah is light” — Koz = “thorn”]

Next was Meshullam, son of Berechiah, son of Meshezabee

[Meshullam = “repaid” or “rewarded” (friend?) — Berechiah
= “blessed by Jehovah”™— Meshezabeel = “God delivers”]

Next was Zadok, son of Baana [Zadok = “just” — Baana = ?

« The Teko’ites — Their nobles “put not their necks to the work

of their Lorp” —3:5.

- They were right next to the Fish gate, which speaks of witnessing:
Did they think themselves too good for the work?

e Jer. 6:16 —"the old paths, where is the good way”

« The Old gate built by Jehoi"ada, son of Pase”ah [Jehoiada|=

“Jehovah knows” — Pase’ah = “lame”]

« Also built by Meshul’lam, son of Besodei"ah [Meshul'lam =

“friend” — Besodei"ah = “in the secret of Jehovah”]

« Next repaired Melati’ah the Gibeonite Melati"ah = “Jehovah

has delivered” —3:7a

- The Gibeonites had made a deceitful pact with Israel, and the|

became servants —Josh. 9.

¢ Also Jadon the Mero”nothite [Jadon = “a judge”] —3:7b

« The men of Gibeon and Mizpah repaired “unto the throne of
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the governor on this side the river.” —3:7c

« Next, Uz ziel, son of Harhai"ah, of tigepldsmithdUz ziel =
“God is strength”] —3:8a

* Next Hananiah, son of one of thpothecariedHananiah =
“Jehovah is gracious”] —3:8b—-c

- They “fortified Jerusalem unto the broad wall,” the west wall.
These were not too proud to work on the wall. —3:8c

Then Rephai“ah, son of Hur, “ruler of the half part of Jerusa-
lem” [Rephaiah =“Jehovah heals” — Hur ="“hole,” or “prison”]
—3:9

Jedai’ah, son of Haru"maph, beside his own house [Jediah =
“Jehovah has known” — Haru"maph = “flat-nosed”] —3:10a

Hattush, son of Hashabni’ah [Hattush = “contender” ?? —
Hashabni’ah = “Jehovah has taken account” ??] —3:10b

Malchi’jah, son of Harim [Malchijah = “Jehovah is king” (He
is mentioned in Ezra 10:31) — Harim = “flat-nosed”] —3:11a

Hashub, son of Pa"hath-moab, “repaired the other piece, and
the tower of the furnaces” (Southwest corner, just north of the
Valley gate) [Hashub = “thoughtful” — Pa"hath-moab =
“governor of Moab”] —3:11b

Shallum, son of Halo"hesh, “the ruler of the half part of
Jerusalem, he and his daughters” [Shallum = “retribution” —
Halo"hesh = “the enchanter”] These were not too proud, or
soft, to work. —3:12

. The Valley gate —3:13

« This was a gate at the southwestern end of Jerusalem leading
to the valley of Hinnom.

¢ Built by Hanun [Hanun = “gracious” or “favored”]
¢ Also by the inhabitants of Zano"ah [See Josh. 15:34]
* They also built 1,000 cubits of wall to the Dung gate.

. The Dung gate —3:14

« This is where the refuse from the city was carried out to be
burned in the Valley of Tophet.

* The New Testament mentions dung in one place, that is Phil.
3:8. It may be applied to anything in our lives which is wholly
of the flesh.

« Built by Malchi“ah, son of Re"chab, “the ruler of part of Beth-
hac’cerem” (house of the vineyard — see Jer. 6:1) [Malchi"ah
= “Jehovah is king” — Re’chab = “rider,” “horseman”]

. The Gate of the Fountain —3:15-25

* He provides us with the Water of Life, see John 4:14

* The Holy Spirit is the source of this fountain of water which
flows from the “belly” of the believer —7:38-39

« Built by Shallum, son of Col-ho”"zeh, “ruler of part of Mizpah
(“watch tower,” could be any one of at 3 or more cities)
[Shallum =*“recompenser”— Col-ho"zeh =“all-seeing” (Neh.
11:5)]

« Then Nehemiah, son of Azbuk, “the ruler of the half part of
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These repairs went past the sepulchers of David, to “the poo
that was made,” and “unto the House of the mighty.” —3:16h

After him, the Levites, Rehum, son of Bani [Rehum = “mer-
ciful” — Bani = “built"] —3:17a

Then Hashabiah, “ruler of the half part of Keilah” [Hashabiah
= “whom Jehovah esteems”] —3:17b

Then, the Levites’ brethren, Bava’'i, son of Hena'dad, “the
ruler of the half part of Kei'lah” [Bava’'i = ?? — Hena’'dad =
“favor of Hadad”] —3:18

Next, Ezer, son of Jesh’ua, “the ruler of Mizpah” [Ezer =
“help” — Jesh’ua = “Jehovah is salvation”] —3:19a

- By the Armoury “at the turning of the wall” —3:19b

Then, Bar’uch, son of Zabba’i, “earnestly repaired” [Bar uch
= “blessed” — Zabba’i, ??] —3:20a

They repaired “from the turning of the wall unto the door of
the house of Eliashib the High Priest.” —3:20b

Then repaired Meremoth, son of Uri“jah, son of Koz [Mere-
moth = “elevations,” “exaltations” — Uri’jah = “light of
Jehovah” — Koz = “thorn”] —3:21a

- From the door of the house of Eliashib to the end of his house —+
3:21b

Then repaired the Priests, the men of the plain —3:22

Then, Benjamin and Hashub repaired by their house [Ben
jamin = “son of my right hand” — Hashub = “intelligent”] —
3:23a

And Azari’ah, son of Maasei"ah, son of Anani’ah [Azari’ah 3
“whom Jehovah aids” — Maasei"ah = “work of Jehovah” —
Anani’ah = “whom Jehovah covers”] —3:23b

Then Bin nui, son of Hena dad, “from the house of Azari"ah
unto the turning of the wall” [Bin"nui = “a building” —
Hena'dad = “favor of Hadad"]—3:24

Pa’lal, son of U’ zai [Pa’lal = “judge” — U’ zai = “hoped for”]
—3:25a

This was “over against the turning of the wall and the towe
which lieth out from the king’s high house, that was by the
court of the prison” —3:25b
Then Pedai’ah, son of Parosh [Pedai’ah = “whom Jehovah
redeemed” — Parosh = “flea”] —3:25c¢

7. The Water gate —3:26-27

« See Neh. 8:1-ff. They read the Word, and they had revival.

The “washing of water by the Word” (Eph. 5:26; John 15:3;
17:17; Psalm 119:9, 11).

¢ Nethinims [Those who were given to the Temple, set apart to

do the menial work in that place. See Ezra 8:20.] Dwelt in

O’phel [A fortified part of Jerusalem on the east side near the

wall. See also Neh. 11:21.] It was “over against” the Wate

gate. —3:26
« Then the Teko'ites repaired another piece next to the great
tower, “even unto the wall of O"phel.” —3:27
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Nehemiah 4 — What do we learn about the attac

of the enemy here in Nehemiah chapter 4

How can we follow Nehemiah's and Israel’'s ex-

ample in standing against the enemy?
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8. The Horse gate —3:28

* Horses were ridden to battle. Christ entered Jerusalem on a
donkey. We have battles to fight.

e The Priests repaired “from above the Horse gate.”

« After them Zadok, son of Immer, “over against his house”
[Zzadok = “just” —Immer = “talkative”] —3:29a

9. The East gate —3:29b-31a

e See Ezek. 10:18-19; 43:1-4. In modern Jerusalem this gate is
sealed.

« Shemai“ah, son of Shechani’ah repaired, he was keeper of the
East gate [Shemai”ah = “Jehovah has heard” — Shechani’ah
= “Jehovah dwells”]

¢ Then Hananiah, son of Shelemi’ah [Hananiah = “Jehovah is
gracious” — Shelemi“ah = “whom Jehovah repays”] —3:30a

¢ Hanun, sixth son of Zalaph [Hanun = “gracious” — Zalaph =
?? —3:30b

« Meshul’lam, son of Berechi“ah, “over against his chamber”
[Meshul’lam =“repaid,” or “rewarded,” friend? — Berechi’ah
= “blessed by Jehovah” (cf. v. 4) —3:30c

¢ Then repaired Malchi”ah the goldsmith’s son, “unto the place
of the Neth“inims, and of the merchants” [Malchi’ah = “Jeho-
vah is King"] —3:31a

10. The Gate of Miphkad —3:31b

It was “over against the Gate of Miphkad .” —3:31b ......

Miphkad = “review” or “registry” —Strangers coming to

Jerusalem registered there. Also, it was the place where the

soldiers returning were reviewed. We must all stand before the

Judgment Seat of Christ (Il Cor. 5:10).

Then, the goldsmiths and the merchants repaired “between

the going up of the corner unto the Sheep gate” —3:32 ......

Back to the Sheep gate —3:32

- We begin with the Christ, the Lamb of God and we end with
the Christ, the Lamb of God. Christians begin with the Cross
and end with the Cross. Our message is Christ crucified (I
Cor. 1:18; 2:2).

(4) Nehemiah’s Problem of Opposition

—Neh. 4.1 —6:14
* We have already seen some opposition in 2:19.
* Neh. 4:
1. Opposition by ridicule —4:1-6
(1) Ridicule of Sanballat —4:1-2

* He was “wroth,” “mocked the Jews”
- “What do these feeble Jews?” —4:2a
- Can they “revive” the stones out of the rubbish? —4:2c
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(2) Ridicule of Tobiah —4:3
* Tobiah’s remark in 4:3. Talk about ridicule!

“Salting the Oats”

(3) Nehemiah’s response —4:4-6

¢ Nehemiah prayed —4:4-9

- “Hear, O our God ...” 4:4-5

- He calls for God to turn their reproach upon their own head. He

calls for vengeance.

« They continued to build until it was half built —4:6

2. Opposition by conspiracy —4:7-9
(1) Their enemies —4:7
« Notice who the enemies are here —4:7a
- Sanballat
- Tobiah

- The Arabians

- The Ammonites

- The Ashdodites

e They heard that the walls were made up. —4:7b

(2) The conspiracy —4:8
« What they conspired to do against Jerusalem.
- To fight
- To hinder
(3) Response of the Jews —4:9

¢ Again, notice the response of the Jews. —4:9

- They made their prayer.
- They set a watch.

3. The discouragement of the Jews —4:10

¢ Their strength was decayed (they were tired).

- There was much rubbish.

- That all had to be removed so they could build.

4. Opposition by threat —4:11-23

(1) A more serious and dangerous threat 4:11-12

¢ Threat of attack and death —4:11

* The Jews who were neighbors to the adversaries reported
this. —4:12

(2) Nehemiah'’s response —4:13-23

-1. Nehemiah armed and encouraged them. —4:13-14
* They had their swords, spears, and bows —4:13

* They were to remember the “great and terrible Lord”
and to fight for their families. —4:14

-2. The enemies knew that they continued. —4:15a

-3. From then on they were ready at all times. 4:15b—-23

* They returned to the work. —4:15b

* Half worked and half watched. —4:16
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Nehemiah 5:1-5 — Note the source, nature ar

result of this next opposition to the work.

Nehemiah 5:6—19 — How does Nehemiah’s leade

ship through opposition relate to meeting oppg

r

sition today?
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¢ The builders and the bearers of burdens had their
weapons at hand —4:17-18a

« Nehemiah had the one who sounded the trumpet be-
side him to warn them. —4:18b-20

-4. Long hours!

« They labored and watched from the rising of the sun
until the stars came out —4:21

God’s business is both a work and a warfare.
Our Bible is both a tool (Il Tim. 2:15) and a
weapon (Eph. 6:17).

* Notice how they spent their nights —4:22
* Nehemiah was an example —4:23
« They were ready at all times, day or night.

¢ Neh.5:

* More hindrances to the work:

- This time it is internal greed. The greatest hindrances in our
Churches are frequently from within. Here Nehemiah shows
himself an example of unselfishness.

- There was also a dearth in the land (5:3).

- See James 3:16 here.

—5:1-5
—5:2-5

5. The complainers
— Three classes of complainers:
-1. Large families, without property —5:2
-2. Families with property who were in the process of
mortgaging it —5:3

-3. Those who were borrowing money to pay the king’'s
tribute by pledging their crops and being unable to repay
were forced to sell their children into slavery —5:4-5

6. Nehemiah's anger —b5:6-13

(1) His anger at the cry of the people —5:6

— Eph. 4:26 “Be ye angry, and sin not ...”

(2) Nehemiah’s rebuke and their agreement —5:7-13
-1. He rebuked the nobles —5:7a

-2. What they had done
e The cause of Nehemiah's anger — usury.
« Interest is not wrong in itself according to the Bible
(Deut. 23:19-20; Matt. 25:27). It was forbidden be-
tween one lIsraelite and another. And here it was for
relief of distress and not for the development of trade
or business (Ex. 22:25).
-3. Nehemiah appealed to them. —5:8-9
« After they had redeemed their brethren from bondage,
would they themselves put them in bondage? —5:8
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« They should walk in the fear of their God. —5:9
- This because of the reproach of their heathen enemies.

“Salting the Oats”

-4. He instructed them to restore —5:10-11

-5. They agreed to restore —5:12-13

* Nehemiah shook his lap.

- See Acts 18:6.

7. Nehemiah’s example to his people —b5:14-19

(1) He received no salary —b5:14-15

-1. He had not eaten bread of the governor. —5:14

« It was from the time he was appointed governor,

twelve years, from the 20th year until the 32nd year|

¢ |t was Nehemiah and his brethren.

-2. The former governors did take support. —5:15a
-3. Why Nehemiah did this: “... because of the fear of

God.” —5:15b
(2) He bought no land —b5:16
(3) He fed 150 Jews and others. —b5:17-18

-1. 150+ were at his table —5:17

¢ These were 150 Jews,

¢ And rulers,

« And those from among the heathen around them.

-2. Note the amount of food required. —5:18

« He did not require the bread of the governor in orde

to provide that great amount of food —5:18b

-3. Again, notice his prayer —5:19

¢ For whom does he pray here?
« For what does he pray?

¢ See | Cor. 15:58 and Gal. 6:9.

¢ Neh. 6:

* Even more hindrances to the work:

- The adversaries now turn to skullduggery (imntemptible

actiong. “Let’s get that Nehemiah!”

* But, despite the adversaries and the problems within, the

wall was finished!

8. Conspiracy after the wall was finished —6:1-4

Nehemiah 6:1-14 — Relate Nehemiah's leadersh|p

through this opposition to meeting opposition

(1) The enemies learned that the wall was finished—®6:

today.

« Enemies again: Sanballat, Tobiah, and Geshem the Ara-

bian, “and the rest of our enemies”

« The doors had not been set in the gates as yet.

(2) Nehemiah invited to the plain of On —6:2

¢ These men thought to do Nehemiah mischief! —6:2

* We must not meet with the enemy! Not ever!!

547

11/11/99



Raising Godly Generations

“Salting the Oats”

Nehemiah 6:15-16 — How can we best silence our

enemies?

Nehemiah 6:17-19 — How is future opposition

being set up now?
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(3) Nehemiah'’s answer —6:3
« “I am doing a great work, so that | cannot come down.”

(4) They were persistent —6:4
« They sent four times, and Nehemiah answered the same
each time. He did not move! It WAS a great work!

9. Rumor (fabricated) —designed to create fear —6:5-9

(1) The fifth letter from the enemies —6:5-6
« It was an open letter in Sanballat’s servant’s hand —6:5

¢ Accusation: In the form of a rumor that the Jews built the
wall so they could rebel against Persia —6:6

« And, that Nehemiah was setting himself up as king. —6:7
(2) Answer: You didn’t hear that, you made it up!—6:8

(3) Nehemiah recognized their purpose —6:9
e Purpose: To make them afraid —6:9a
« His prayer —6:9b

10. Next effort: To discredit Nehemiah —6:10-14

(1) To cause Nehemiah to flee —6:10
« To get him to flee to the Temple for fear of his life

(2) Nehemiah’s answer —6:11
* “Should such a man as | flee?” — etc.
e “I will not go in.”

(3) Nehemiah'’s perception —6:12-13
e That Tobiah and Sanballat had hired the man for the
purpose of making Nehemiah afraid. They wanted him to
flee so they could give an evil report against him.

(4) Nehemiah'’s prayer —6:14
* About whom did he pray? What did he pray for them?

(5) Nehemiah's Performance —Neh. 6:15-19
— The wall completed —6:15-19
(1) Finished in 52 days —6:15-16
e Finished in the month Elul, the 25th day. Elul was Aug—
Sept.

« Reaction of their enemies —6:16
- They perceived that the work was of God.

(2) The treachery of the nobles of Judah —6:17-19
« The nobles of Judah exchanged letters with Tobiah, their
enemy —6:17
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(6) Nehemiah's Poll —Neh. 7
« This was a census according to genealogy.
* Neh. 7:
1. Those who were put in charge of Jerusalem —7:1-4

Nehemiah
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* They swore unto Tobiah, because of marriages with som
of the families of Jerusalem —6:18

[

“Salting the Oats”

— Arah — see Ezra 2:5

— Meshul'lam — see Neh. 3:4, 30

« They gave glowing reports of Tobiah to Nehemiah —
6:19a

« Tobiah tried to create fear in Nehemiah —6:19b

Nehemiah 7:1-4 — What qualifications allowed

Nehemiah to appoint these men as leaders?

* Hana ni and Hananiah —Cf. 1:2

¢ Their qualifications for leadership —7:2

(1) The time —7:1

¢ When three things were done:

Why are qualified leaders so important?

-1. When the wall was built ...

-2. When he had set up the doors ...

-3. When the porters, the singers and the Levites werge
appointed.

« The walls were completed and the doors needed to b

@

guarded.

(2)Appointment of a faithful, God-fearing man —7:2

« Did we ever hear anyone say, “Let’s elect him/her to an

office, and maybe he/she will be more faithful”?

« | Cor. 4:2 “Moreover, it is required in stewards that a man

be found faithful”

Nehemiah 7:5-73 — What does this genealog

- I Tim. 1:12
- 1 Tim. 2:2
» The importance of having tHear of God.

- Exod. 18:21

- Col. 4:1
(3)Rules for opening the doors to the city —7:3
(4)Problem of few people to dwell in the city —7:4
The record (register) of the people —7:5-73
(1) Guidelines for the reckoning —7:5-7

confirm about God’s knowledge of us?

-1. Who were reckoned. —7:5a

-2. How they were reckoned. —7:5b

-3. Who these people were. —7:5¢c-7a

-4. With whom they had gone up. —7:7

(2) The reckoning of the people recorded  —7:8-65

-1. Compare this list with Ezra 2.

« It compares almost word for word.
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Nehemiah 8 — Now that the wall is built and the

people are accounted for, the focus movesto the

real issues at hand, knowing and obeying God

Word. Relate this account of reading and obey

ing God’s Word to our society and our times.

)
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-2. The rejection of some Priests —7:63—-65

« Notice what happened to some of the Priests and why
it took place. —7:64

(3) The number of the people —7:66—-69
« The totals of the people —7:66-69
- A total number of 42,360 people, besides menservants
and maidservants 7,337 + 245 singing men and women.
This same genealogy is also given in Ezra 2. —7:66-67

- The total of their animals: Horses (736), mules (245),
camels (435), and asses (6,720).

(3) Offerings for the treasury —7:70-72

(4) Where they were dwelling —7:73
« They dwelt in their cities.

2. Revival —Neh. 8 —10
(1) Reading the Word —Neh. 8
* Neh. 8:

* Revival and what brought it about? —Neh. 8:1
“All the people gathered” ... “they read in the Book
in the Law of God distinctly, and gave the sense,
and caused them to understand the reading.” —
Nehemiah 8:1, 8

1. The Reading of the “book of the Law” —8:1-8

(1) The situation —8:1-2
-1. Place: The street that was before the Water gate —8:1
« We saw the Water gate in 3:26 and pointed to Eph.
5:26; John 15:3; 17:17; Psalm 119:9, 11 there.
-2. Instrument: The Law of Moses —8:1b-2
e The purpose of the Law — see Rom. 3:20.
- Also compare Deut. 31:26
-3. Time: 1st day of the 7th month —This was a time of
convocation —Num. 29:1

* The Feast of Trumpets took place on the first day of
the seventh month —Lev. 23:23-25.

« Itwas a “sabbath” (no “servile work” to be done in it).
¢ It was a time of blowing of trumpets.

(2) The reading —8:3-8
-1. He read:
¢ From morning until midday —8:3a
* Their ears were attentive —8:3b
550

102§ @S ‘A0 pidey ‘ozez 09 ‘€ 1

$82In0S8Y [eUONEINPT J93UOId — 866T (3)



© 1998 — Pioneer Educational Resources
Rt. 3, Box 2320, Rapid City, SD 57701

Nehemiah Raising Godly Generations

« He was upon a pulpit above them —8:4-5 .
P pulp “Salting the Oats”
-2. The reverence of the people —8:5b

« All the people stood when he opened the book.

* They stood from morning until midday, a long time.
We would have trouble getting people to listen that
long seated. They were spiritually hungry.

-3. Ezra’s blessing and the people’s agreement —8:6
« He “blessed the &rp, the great God” and the people
said “Amen, Amen.”

- They lifted up their hands, bowed their heads, and wor-
shiped the bro with their faces to the ground” — That is
humility.

-4. His helpers interpreted —8:7

« Ezrawas reading in Hebrew. The people had been captive in
Babylon for 70 years, where they spoke Aramaic. Hebrew|
and Aramaic are related languages.

-5. How Ezra read —8:8:
(1. Distinctly: plainly, loud and clear, and correctly
(2. He gave the sense —explanation

(3. He caused them to understand the reading —That is
the purpose of it all

This should be the rule followed by all preachers
and teachers: (1) Read clearly, plainly, and cor-
rectly; (2) Explain the passage, define terms, ex-
plain customs, etc.; (3) Cause them to understand
the Word of God. It is not the preacher’s opinions
that matter, it is the Word of God, which “is quick
and powerful” (Heb. 4:12). It is the Sword of the
Spirit (Eph. 6:17b).

2. The reaction of the people —8:9-12

(1) The leaders declared that a holy day. —8:9a
« Nehemiah, Ezra, and the Levites declared it a holy day,
- Tirshatha = governor [Nehemiah was the governor]
- Ezra, the Priest, the Scribe (first mention of Scribe)
- The Levites, “who taught the people” — That was their
ministry.
- Don’t mourn or weep, they said, because itis a holy day.

« It was indeed a holy day — the Feast of Trumpets (Se
Lev. 23:23-25).

« Weeping, mourning: Many had not heard the Word of Gog

before that time. Others had not heard it for many years.
—8:9b

D

(2) What they were to do instead of mourning—8:10-12
« To feast (“eat the fat and drink the sweet”) —8:10a

« To give to those who did not have (“send portions untg
them for whom nothing is prepared”) —8:10b

« Itis a holy day. —8:10c

* Not to be sorry, for “The joy of thedrp is your strength.
—8:10d
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Nehemiah 9 — God’'s Word has been heard, ar

obeyed. Now the nation turns to God in prayer.

Relate this prayer and repentance to the nee

for revival in our nation today.

d

ds
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e The Levites told them to not grieve. —8:11
- They stilled the mourning people.
e They did what they were told to do. —8:12

- This was all because “they had understood the words that were
declared unto them.” The Word of God, in being understood,
produced fruit.

3. Reading the second day —8:13-15

(1) The gathering on the second day —8:13

« The second day gathered together the chief of the fathers,
the Priests, and the Levites —8:13a

* They gathered to Ezra —8:13b

« Why they gathered: “... even to understand the words of
the law.”

(2) The Feast of Tabernacles revealed to them—8:14-15

-1. They found out about the Feast of Tabernacles —8:14

e This Feast began on the 15th day of 7th month and
lasted for 7 days (see Lev. 23:33-36). It was the 2nd
day of the 7th month when they came to Ezra.

¢ Feasts in he 7th month:
— Trumpets — 7/1
— Day of Atonement — 7/10
— Tabernacles — 7:15-21
-2. They proclaimed in all their cities to prepare for that
festival —8:15

4. The Feast of Tabernacles observed —8:16-18
¢ They made booths and sat under them —8:16-17

* They read in the Law every day during the Feast of Taber-
nacles —8:18

- See Deut. 31:9-13

(2) Revival in Israel —Neh. 9 —10

* Note the covenant of Nehemiah 10.

* Neh. 9:
» Continuing revival in Israel —
1. Fasting and repentance —9:1-3

(1) Time: —9:1
e 7th month, 24th day — 3 days following the end of
Tabernacles.

(2) Separation and confession —9:2
-1. They separated from all strangers.
-2. They stood and confessed two things:
(1. Their own sins
(2. The iniquities of their fathers
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(3) Reading, confession, and worship —9:3

“Salting the Oats”

-1. They read the Law one-fourth of the day.

<

-2. They confessed and worshiped another one-fourth day

Prayer of confession —9:4-38

« This is the longest prayer in the Bible.

(1) This prayer led by the Levites —9:4-5

-1. The cry to the brp —9:4

-2. The call to the people —9:5

« They appealed to the people to bless thed God.

(2) The prayer —9:6-38

-1. The Creator —9:6
« Worshipedby the host of heaven (angels), whereas

according to Jeremiah, before the captivity they wor-
shiped the host of heaven.

-2. Abraham —9:7-8

-3. Egyptian Exodus —9:9-11

-4. Leading of God in the wilderness —9:12

¢ The Shekinah glory —Ex. 13:21-22

-5. Sinai and the Law —9:13-14

-6. Provision —9:15

-7. Failure, sin, and God’s mercy —9:16-21

(1. Pride and stubbornness —9:16-17a

* They refused to heed God’s commandments.

(2. His mercy in not forsaking them —9:17b

« By His very nature He is merciful. Notice the

nature of His nature as described in the verse.

(3. The golden calf —9:18

(4. God’s faithfulness —9:19-20

¢ His continued guidance —9:19

¢ His continued provision of instruction —9:20a

« His provision of food continued. —9:20b

-8. Provision in the wilderness —9:21

« This continues the thought of 9:20b. It was a specia

provision.

-9. Possession of the land —9:22-25

-10. Failure and faithfulness —9:26-31

e They AGAIN sinned. —9:28

-11. Their own recognition of God’s justice—9:32-37
(1. Their concluding confession —9:32-35

(2. Their present condition, “servants” —9:36—-37

« They were servants in the land which tlerb had

given them.

-12. Their covenant —9:38
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Nehemiah 10 — Following this repentance an

prayer they enter into a covenant commitmen

with God. Relate this serious covenant to th

need for revival in our nation today.
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* Neh. 10:
» The covenant signed:

1. The signers —10:1-28

¢ The Priests —10:1-8
* The Levites —10:9-13
e The “chief of the people” —10:14-27

. The nature of the covenant —10:28-39

(1) To walk in God’s Law —10:28-29
* These were they who had separated themselves. —10:28
- Separated from the people of the lands
- Separated unto the Law of God

e They entered into a curse and an oath to walk in God’s
Law. —10:29

(2) Not to intermarry —10:30
* They were not to intermarry with the heathen.
- With Gentiles —Deut. 7:3-4
- Il Cor. 6:14-18

(3) To observe the Sabbath —10:31
* To observe the Sabbath day
- Ex. 20:8-11
- Ex. 31:12-17
- Ex. 35:2-3
« To observe the Sabbatical year
- See Ex. 23:10-ff.
- Deut. 15:1-23

(4) To observe the Temple ritual —10:32-39

-1. The “tax” —10:32
* Atonement money?
- The atonement money was a half shekel —Ex. 30:11-16
- This was one-third of a shekel.
-2. The offerings —10:33-34
« Showbread (“shewbread”)
« For the continual “meat” (meal) offering
¢ The continual burnt offerings
* The other offerings
 All the work of the House of God.
« The wood for the offerings
-3. The firstfruits —10:35-37
¢ Of the ground —10:35
e The firstborn —10:36
« Of dough, of offerings, of harvested things and the
tithes of the ground —10:37

-4. The tithes and the offerings —10:38-39
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Note: This covenant was all violated in Neh. 13. Does that

“Salting the Oats”

show the Jews to be greater sinners than those of other

nations? No, as a representation of humanity, they reveal

the nature of all men.

Nehemiah 11 — In the relocation of the Israelites

what key factors stand out?

How do these factors relate to our society today?

le

Nehemiah 12 — Note the attributes of God and th

¢}

proper character of our worship and service

which is due Him.

3. Reorganization —Neh. 11 — 13
(1) Distribution of the people —Neh. 11
¢ Neh. 11:
1. The list of those dwelling at Jerusalem —11:1-24
(1) Lots cast —11:1
* Lots were cast to bring one tenth to dwell in Jerusalem.
(2) Those who lived there "Willingly” —11:2
« Evidently some went to live there willingly.
- Willingness is seen in Il Cor. 8:12 and in Phil. 2:13.
(3) The names of those who lived in Jerusaleni=3124
¢ Of Judah and Benjamin —11:4-9
¢ Priests —11:10-14
¢ Levites —11:15-18
e Porters —11:19
¢ Others who lived in other places —11:20-21
¢ The overseer of the Levites —11:22
¢ Then see the king's arrangement —11:23-24
2. The list of those dwelling in other cities —11:25-36
« A good project would be to locate as many of these towns as possih
on a map. It will show the part of the land which was reclaime
following the Babylonian captivity.
(2) Descendants of the Priests Neh. 12:1-26
¢ Neh. 12:
1. Priests and Levites of the first return —12:1-9
2. Descendants of Jeshua the High Priest —12:10-21
« This is a list of the line of priests from Jeshua (Joshua) t
Jaddua.
e Zechariah, the prophet of Iddo was in the list. —12:16
- See Zechariah 1:1:
— He was son of Berechiah, son of Iddo the prophet.
3. Heads of the Levitical houses —12:22-26

* The Levites were also recorded during those times.
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“Salting the Oats” (3) Dedication of the walls —Neh. 12:27-43

— The celebration of dedication.

* Notice the place of music in the dedication:

- 12:27

- 12:28-30 — They were purified singers.

¢ The two companies of them that gave thanks:

-12:31

- 12:38

- 12:40, 42-43

— Great singing, sacrifice, and joy

(4) Designation of the Temple leaders

—Neh. 12:44-47
— Organization of Temple “helps” —12:44-47
» The “helps” in the Temple:

(1) Those over the storehouses —12:44
(2) Singers —12:45
(3) Porters —12:45
(4) A song leader —12:46
(5) These were supported by Israel. —12:47

—Notice “helps” in | Corinthians 12:28.

(5) Division from sin (separation) —Neh. 13

Nehemiah 13 — Note Nehemiah’s understanding of

God, God’s Word, and how he relates it to his * Neh. 13:

leadership of God’s people. « Israel’s problem in Neh. 13 was “evil communications”

— bad company.

- 1 Cor. 15:33 “Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt

good manners.”

“Communications” here refers to those with whom you keep

i i ?
How does this relate to our leadership today*~ company.

1. The Law read — separation followed —13:1-3

(1) The injunction against Ammon and Moab—13:1-2

« What was the injunction against the Ammonite and the

Moabite? —13:1
* Why was this so? —13:2

(2) Their separation in obedience —13:3
« Again we see obedience —13:3
- Again this was because the Law was read. They heard
God’s Word.
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. Tobiah cast out —13:4-9

. Sabbath breaking —13:15-22
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(1) The problem —13:4-6

-1. Eliashib, the Priest, had allied himself with Tobiah, the

enemy —13:4-6

« Tobiah must have had a way with them, see 6:17-19.

-2. The Priest had prepared a great chamber for Tobiah

—13:5

« It was the chamber for the “meat offerings,” the

frankincense, the vessels, and the tithes of their pro

duce.

* Those things were for the Levites, the singers, the

porters and the Priests.

e Thus, Tobiah, the Ammonite (cf. vv. 1-2) was allowed

to displace that which was dedicated and sacred.

-3. Nehemiah was gone at the time —13:6
¢ He was back with the king (cf. 2:6).

- Compare 5:14.

* He again obtained leave from the king to return to the

land.

(2) Nehemiah cleaned house! —13:7-9

-1. He returned and learned of tkeil that Eliashib had
done for Tobiah —13:7

-2. He was grieved deeply and cast Tobiah’s things from the

chamber —13:8

¢ |t's about time!

-3. They cleaned the chambers and brought back the vesse

of God —13:9
Restoration of provision for Levites and singers
—13:10-14
(1) The problem —13:10

* The Levites had not been given their portion, so they

turned to farming.

(2) Nehemiah’s solution —13:11-13

-1. Nehemiah set things back in order —13:11

-2. Judah brought their tithes. —13:12

« God’s people will give when things are right.

-3. He set treasurers over the treasury —13:13

(3) Nehemiah again prayed —13:14

* Notice this prayer by Nehemiah.

e The Sabbath was being broken. —13:15-16

« Nehemiah corrected each problem. —13:17-22
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. Problems of intermarriage —13:23-31

(1) With whom they intermarried —13:23-24
* They had married wives of Ashdod, Ammon, and Moab.
- Their children could not speak Hebrew (13:24).

(2) Nehemiah'’s outrage —12:25-27
* He contended with them. —12:25

- He cursed them, smote some of them, plucked out their
hair, and made them swear an oath by God.

* He appealed to their history. —12:26
- To Solomon.

(3) Resulting corruption of the Priesthood —13:28
« Notice how the Priesthood was corrupted.
« Nehemiah chased him from him. Was he ever angry!

(4) Another prayer by Nehemiah —13:29

« For what did he pray?
(5) Nehemiah cleansed and organized —13:30-31a
(6) And He prayed another prayer —13:31b

THE END OF NEHEMIAH
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