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Daniel

OVERVIEW OF DANIEL

Outline of Daniel

During the 70 years of Babylonian captivity Daniel served
in the courts of Babylon as well as those of Persia. God used
Daniel as His messenger both to Gentiles and to Jews.

It is most impressive to see the powerful influence Daniel
had on Nebuchadnezzar. This no doubt began with Daniel’s
original purpose (Dan. 1:8) and God’s blessing upon those
four men as a result of their faithfulness (1:15, 19-20), though
Nebuchadnezzar probably only saw the end result without being
aware of the miracle.

Daniel's second encounter with Nebuchadnezzar had to do
with the dream and its interpretation (Dan. 2). This evidently
did not impress Nebuchadnezzar, because he still set up his
huge golden idol in chapter 3. However, the determination of
Daniel’s 3 friends and God’s deliverance definitely did make a
deep impression on thatking (3:28-30). Daniel’s final message to
Nebuchadnezzar came in chapter 4, when God humbled the king.
Nebuchadnezzar’s confession s significant, for it recognized “the
most High” the One with everlasting dominion (4:34-37).

Daniel’s message to Belshazzar had to do with the interpre-
tation of the handwriting on the wall. It forecast the fall of that
nation to the Medes and Persians (Dan. 5).

Daniel also held prominence in the kingdom of the Medes
and Persians. It is clear that Darius also was convinced of the
supremacy of the God of heaven (Dan. 6).

Daniel bore a clear message through his life and through the
messages that he delivered. His message was that God is real,
God is powerful, and God reigns.

The book of Daniel was designed also to give courage and
hope to the captives of Israel who were in Babylon. Also, it has
been a source of hope for the nation Israel through the centuries
of dispersion since that time. Oh! That they would only study
it today!

Summary thought:

Daniel is the book of “World Empire” (2:37-45; 7:13-14,
23, 27). Here, the “Times of the Gentiles” (Luke 21:24; Rev.
11:2; 18:2) begin (1:1-2; 2:37-38); and, prophetically, run their
course (2:39-43), and terminate with the establishment of God’s
kingdom under Christ (2:44-45; 7:13-14).

(1) Daniel — possibly the most amazing and miraculous
book of the entire Bible.

(2) Daniel — The Key to all Bible prophecy. The Olivet
Discourse (Matt. 24-25; Mark 13; Luke 21), II Thess. 2, and
the entire book of the Revelation are all unlocked through an

161

Raising Godly Generations

“Salting the Oats”




Raising Godly Generations

“Salting the Oats”

Daniel 1:1-7 — What special qualifications were

sought in these young men and what special

pagan preparation was designed for them?

Daniel

understanding of the prophetic message of Daniel. A number of
other Old Testament prophecies are also to be understood only
in light of Daniel.

(3) Daniel treats many of he great themes of the New Tes-
tament: the second coming of Christ, the manifestation of the
Antichrist, the Great Tribulation, the Times of the Gentiles, as
well as the resurrections and the judgments to come.

Aknowledge of Daniel’s prophecy is a must for anyone who
would know the Word of God in truth.

THREE CONTEMPORARY PROPHETS
(1) Daniel — of royal descent — held in the city of Baby-
lon.
(2) Jeremiah — of priestly descent — remained in the city
of Jerusalem
(3) Ezekiel — Son of a Zadokite priest — held in Babylonia,
the land, not the capitol city

OVERVIEW
We will use the third method of outlining (see Introduction).
It is based upon events and prophecies in the book. This method
will furnish a better foundation for the comments that will be
made as we view the book of Daniel.

(1) Events Under Nebuchadnezzar —Dan.1-4
* Daniel I:
—1. Daniel's youth — Dan. 1

(1:1-3,6,8,17)

(1) The captivity of Jehoiakim —1:1-2
*Time: In Jehoiakim’s third year (605 B.C.) —1:1

- Cf. I Kings 24:1 (23:31 — 24:6) and II Chron. 36:5-8 con-
cerning the time of Jehoiakim.

*The Lord gave Jehoiakim into Nebuchadnezzar’s hand (first
indication in this book of God’s purpose) —1:2

- Though Jehoiakim was not carried to Babylon.

*The Lord also gave part of the vessels of the house of God
which Nebuchadnezzar. Put in the treasure house of his
god.

—More on this in Dan. 5:2—4.

—1:34
* These were special qualifications for Nebuchadnezzar’s
training:
-1.He was of Judah
-2.He was of the King’s seed (also v. 6)
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Daniel

-3.He was “well favored” = good-looking

-4.He was mentally prepared — trained in the royal
house of Judah

eDaniel was a Eunuch in the palace of Nebuchadnezzar. Compare
Isa. 39:7, a prediction given by Isaiah after Hezekiah had foolishly
showed the representatives from Babylon everything. In Isa. 39:8,
Hezekiah is recorded as having said, “Good is the Word of the LORD
which thou hast spoken ...” I doubt that he realized the important
part that one of those descendants, Daniel, would have in the future
of Israel.

(3) The king’s special, pagan preparation —1:5-7
*We see:

(1) Athreat —1:5

(2) Convictions —1:8a

(3) Response —1:8b-13

(4) Result —1:17,20
*The king’s meat and wine —

(1) Clean and unclean foods —Lev. 11:1-47

(2) Fermented wine —Prov. 23:30-31

(3) Mixed (“mingled”) drink —Isa. 5:22

(4) The food had probably been offered to idols —Ex.

34:15

*New pagan names:

(1) Daniel = “God is judge” or “my judge is God” to Beltes-
hazzar (same as Belshazzar) = “may Bel protect his life”
[Well meant by Nebuchadnezzar, who was a pagan.]

(2) Hananiah = “Jehovah has been gracious” to Shadrach =
“command of Aku” (Aku, the moon god)

(3) Mishael = “who is He that is god?”” or “who is what God
i8?” to Meshach = “who is what Aku is?” (Mi-sha-aku)

(4) Azariah = “the LORD helps” or “Jehovah hath helped”
to Abednego = “servant of Nebo” (Nebo corrupted to
nego)

(4) Daniel’s purpose —1:8-16
— A study in convictions
*A conviction: A firm belief. To have convictions is to have

been convinced. God will bless firm and steady convictions
which are based solidly upon biblical teaching.

*How Daniel approached the matter of foods —1:8-16

-1. Purpose (to not defile himself — thus to be clean before
his God) —1:8a

-2. He requested — rather than demanding — he already had
good favor with this prince —1:8b-9

-3. He offered an opportunity for probation to the prince —
this would protect the prince —1:10, 12-14

-4. God blessed:
 With health and comeliness —1:15
» Withknowledge and skill inlearning and wisdom —1:17,

20

¢ By giving them preeminence —1:19-20
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involved.

Daniel

(5) God’s special blessing —1:17-21
*Notice what God gave them —1:17,20
-1. Knowledge and skill in learning —1:17
-2. Knowledge and skill in wisdom
-3. To Daniel, understanding in all visions and dreams (This
will be seen in chapter 2)

-4. Preeminence above all of the magicians and astrologers
that were in the king’s realm —1:20

e Daniel 2:

—2. Nebuchadnezzar’'s image dream —Dan. 2
(2:27-28; 31-35)

* The song: “Each victory will help you another to win”
— The first victory —1:8—-16

— Now, the second threat — the first may have given them
confidence to face the second

(1) Nebuchadnezzar’s dream and challenge —2:1-13
*Nebuchadnezzar probably had not forgotten the dream. Con-
sider:
-1. The wise men made superhuman claims (see 2:9)

-2. How would he have known if the wise men had pulled a
fake dream on him with a made-up interpretation?

-3. Many scholars take, “The thing is gone from me” (v. 5)
to mean, “The decree is gone out from me.” [There are
also other ideas, as well.]

(2) Request and prayer of “God’s little army” —2:14-18
*Daniel is a book about prayer. Notice how Daniel and his
friends put confidence in prayer to their God.
- His assurance to the king —2:16
- Their lives were at stake —2:17-18
They turned to God

(3) God’s answer given to Nebuchadnezzar —2:19-30

*The result —2:19-20

- We can be certain that He hears and answers our prayers.
— See I John 5:14-15

- Notice what Daniel did when the LORD answered his prayer
—2:19-23
*The things that Daniel says God does —2:21-22

— This furnishes the key to an understanding of the book of
Daniel.

-1. He changes times and seasons

(1. Daniel presents “The Times of the Gentiles,” an ap-
pointed time or era in God’s plan.
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-2. He removes kings and sets up kings

(2. Kings are presented in the great image as being set up
and removed by God. This is the story of the following
chapters.

-3. He gives wisdom to the wise

(3. Wisdom was given to Daniel — he did not possess it
himself (1:17,20) —2:23, 30

-4. He gives knowledge to them that know understanding

—2:21d

(4. Knowledge was given to Daniel to know the dream
and interpret it — and so through this book

-5. He reveals the deep and secret things (cf. Deut. 29:29)

(5. This book is full of deep and secret things.

-6. He knows what is in the darkness, and the light dwells

with Him.

*Daniel did not take the credit:
- Notice Arioch’s, “I have found ...” —2:25
- Contrast Daniel —2:27-28a
- This was a powerful witness for God

- God revealed to you future things —2:29

(4) The dream and its interpretation

—2:31-45

*The image of metals shows Gentile dominion during this last
time, “The Times of the Gentiles.”

Luke 21:24, “And they shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall
be led away captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden
down of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.”

*Description of the image:
“Excellent” = surpassing in brightness —2:31
“terrible” = awesome, that which instills fear or awe —2:31

-1.

Consider the significance of the metals based upon their
decreasing intrinsic value. The term, “inferior” (2:39). This
is God’s interpretation and speaks of beauty and value.

All of the world powers following Nebuchadnezzar will be

-2.

increasingly inferior, not in power, or extent of their rule,
but in quality.

Consider the significance of the metals based upon the
increase in strength of the metals. They go from the soft-
est and weakest to the hardest and strongest. The word
“strong” (2:40) deals with the strength and power to break
and subdue.

. The image described —2:32-45

¢]. The head of Gold —2:32a, 36-38

- Nebuchadnezzar (Babylon),a pure, powerful,,absolute
monarchy, lasted 66 years, 605—539 B.C.

- Comparing Dan. 2:37-38 with Jer. 27:6-11
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2. The breast and arms of silver —2:32b, 39a

- Medo-Persia took over from Babylon as the world
power. This took place at the end of Dan. 5. It lasted
208 years, from 539 — 331 B.C.

3. Belly and thighs of brass —2:32c, 39b

- Greece —The specific date for the fall of Greece is
hard to determine. It lasted approximately 185 years,
from 331 — 167 B.C.

*4. Legs of iron and feet partly of iron and of clay —2:33,
40-43
- This is the Roman Empire — It began to rule about

63 B.C. and continued on-n-n-n-n-n

- It divided into two legs, whereas the Roman Empire
was divided into East and West.

- The Roman Empire was never overthrown by another
empire, as the previous three were. It pretty much
faded away. There are still vestiges of that empire in
our world today. It is being revived.

— Daniel 2:44, “these kings” had no antecedent. The 10
toes are symbols of 10 kings —Dan. 7:7; Rev. 13:1-2;
17:12.

5. The Stone “cut out without hands” —2:34-35, 44-45
- The Lord Jesus Christ is the Stone “cut out without

hands.” He will strike the image in its feet, then the
rest of the image will also be destroyed (broken to
pieces) together and will become like chaff which the
wind will carry away. The Stone becomes a mountain,
kingdom. This is the beginning of the Millennial reign
of Christ.

* The period of the 4 monarchies of the great image are
called “The Times of the Gentiles.”
- It began with Nebuchadnezzar

- It will end with the Millennium, the coming of Christ
in Glory —Rev. 19:19-20

- Note the condition of Jerusalem during this time: Luke
21:24.

(5) Daniel’s promotion —2:46—49
*Daniel refused worship by Nebuchadnezzar —2:46-47
- It does not say that Daniel refused the offerings —2:46
- Butthe king “answered” that Daniel’s God is “a God of gods,
and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets” —2:47
*Daniel made ruler in Babylon —2:48-49
- Daniel was not finished with his studies yet, but he is already
made a great man —2:48
- Made ruler over the whole province of Babylon
- Made chief of the governors over all the wise men of Baby-
lon
- Daniel’s three friends elevated also —2:49
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* Daniel 3: “Salting the Oats”
—3. Nebuchadnezzar's image of gold —Dan. 3 Daniel 3 — What Godly character is demonstrated
(3:3,7,16-18,24-25,27) by Daniel’s three friends in the account given
here?

* Many years ago Dr. Harvey H. Springer of Englewood, Colorado
preached a sermon on this chapter entitled “Smellin’ Socks.”
This writer was present. His message was based upon the word
“hosen,” which he said referred to their socks. He also affirmed
that the “hosen” was of wool, which really stinks when scorched,
and which did not smell when they emerged from the fire (3:27).
Using that for his attention-getter, he preached a great mes-
sage from this passage, a message which we shall see as we
proceed.

*Daniel 3 may be compared to Rev. 13:15-18, in that we
see Nebuchadnezzar’s image set up in Dan. 3, designed
to be worshiped. Rev. 13 shows the image of the beast,
given life, and set up as something to be worshiped. All
who refuse to fall down and worship it will be killed.

* This chapter reveals Nebuchadnezzar’s idolatrous pride
as revealed in self-deification.

(1) Nebuchadnezzar’s image of gold set up —3:1-7

e]ts size —60 cubits high, 6 cubits wide [Not 666, but 66 —
there is a partial parallel with Rev. 13.]

*The command to worship —3:2-6

- Whom? Everyone! —3:2-3
[Where was Daniel?]

— When? When the music plays! —3:5
— Why? “Or else!” [The burning fiery furnace] —3:6

*Obedient worship: “... all the people ...” —3:7

(2) Daniel’s three friends refuse to worship —3:8-18

*The position of the three young men —2:49

*The three young men refuse to bow before an idol.

- Shadrach [Was Hananiah = “Jehovah hath been gracious”]
Pagan name means “command of Aku”
- Meshach [Was Mishael - “Who is what God is?”’] Pagan

name means “Who is what Aku is?” [The king will soon get
this all straightened out!]

- Abednego [Was Azariah = “Jehovah hath helped”] Pagan
name means “servant of Nebo.” [He wasn’t!]

*Their testimony —3:17-18

- Their answer gives a powerful statement of faith:
— God could deliver — He “is able”
— Or, whether by deliverance or by furnace, they would
be delivered out of Nebuchadnezzar’s hand! He would
have no more power over them!
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Daniel 4 — Since Nebuchadnezzar was the king

of the first world empire in the “times of the

gentiles”, what significant message does God

clarify to him that all the other leaders must

know? (See 4:17b, 25,32 and 2:21)

Daniel 4:1-3 — Nebuchadnezzar had seen the

“high God” work mightily. How does he here

describe God?

Daniel 4:4-27 — What was Nebuchadnezzar’s

second vision and what did it mean?

Daniel

(3) Their victory by faith —3:19-30
*Nebuchadnezzar’s sentence —3:19-22
- His fury, “the form of his visage was changed” —3:19
- How he made sure they would die: (1) Heated the furnace,
(2) Used his strongest men to put them into it, (3) Had them
bound.
[There just may have been a particle of fear in Nebuchad-
nezzar that God, whom he had defied, would intervene and
deliver the men.]
—His strongest men were sacrificed to his fury —3:22-23
*Victory! —3:24-27
- The salvation —3:24-25
- Not even the smell of the fire was upon them! —3:26-27
*Enlightenment —3:28-30
- His proud, idolatrous heart revealed (3:1-7)
- What Nebuchadnezzar saw in the furnace (3:25) —3:28

- The furnace miracle changed his attitude —3:28-30
—Compare Dan. 3:10-11, 14-15

- Nebuchadnezzar is beginning to “SEE”!

e Daniel 4:

—4. Nebuchadnezzar’s tree vision and humbling
—Dan. 4

(4:3,13-17,24-27, 30, 33-37)

* This account was written following the experiences he has
“SEEN” by the time he writes this —4:1-3.

(1) Nebuchadnezzar’s proclamation —4:1-3

*Addressees: “all people, nations, and languages, that dwell
in all the earth” —4:1
*His testimony to the “high God” —4:2-3
- “signs and wonders”
- “How great are His signs!”
- “how mighty are His wonders!
- “His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom”
- “His dominion is from generation to generation”

(2) Nebuchadnezzar’s second vision —4:4-18
eEvidence that, at the beginning of this experience, he is still
clinging to his “wise men” —4:6-7
*Evidence also that, at the beginning of this experience, he still
held to his gods —4:8-9, 18

*The fiery furnace experience had not convinced him fully,
but he is coming along. [In 3:28-29, he still regards God as
a God among gods.]

*Compare 4:10-16 with 4:20-27 and then 4:28-34 .
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(3) Daniel interprets the vision —4:19-27
*Daniel was troubled —4:19-20
*Nebuchadnezzar was that tree —4:21-22
- “beasts of the field” (cf. 2:38) —4:12, 14,21

*The tree would be cutdown — Nebuchadnezzar would become
insane, and would eat grass like an ox —4:23,25

eLeave the stump — the kingdom shall be sure to him —4:23,
26

(4) Nebuchadnezzar’s humbling —4:28-37

*God’s lesson for Nebuchadnezzar —4:17b, 25,32

- His problem was pride. He believed that all was of and for
himself —cf. 4:30-31

- Notice “I” and “my” in 4:30, 3 things:

Raising Godly Generations

“Salting the Oats”

Daniel 4:28-37 — From Nebuchadnezzar’s own

testimony, how did his seven years of hum-

bling change his vision and understanding

of God?

eNebuchadnezzar’s lesson learned —4:33-37
- His testimony afterwards (8 things) —4:34-37

*Notice how Nebuchadnezzar has grown in his consciousness
of God from Dan. 1 through Dan. 4. [It would be a good thing
to write it out step by step.]

*Compare Nebuchadnezzar’s testimony of 4:34-37 with the
key verse of Daniel, 2:21.

* Note: See Jer. 39:11-12 for something of interest. Why should
Nebuchadnezzar single out Jeremiah?

At this time, 586 B.C., Daniel had been in Babylon for about
19 years. According to the chronology of Leon Wood, in his A
Study Guide Commentary — Daniel, Zondervan, 1975, page 18,
Jeremiah 39 — 40 took place 17 years after the dream of Daniel
2 and 14 years after the fiery furnace. But it was still 15 years
before the dream of Daniel 4.

What an influence Daniel must have had! We wonder if he had
not spoken of Jeremiah to king Nebuchadnezzar(??). It appears
that Nebuchadnezzar lacked 14 years of having experienced this
humbling when Jerusalem fell, which would be when Jer. 30 —
40 took place. Of course, we can only speculate now, since there
is no revelation or history which give any record of the details.
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Daniel 5 — How does Belshazzar, the king, illus-

trate the need to learn the significant message

which Nebuchadnezzarlearned and every other

leader must learn?

Daniel

However, it does not hurt to use a bit of imagination once in a
while,solong as we use it wisely and reverently. Daniel, Jeremiah,
and Nebuchadnezzar lived in a real world.

(2) Events under Belshazzar and Darius —Dan.5-6
* Daniel 5:
—1. The handwriting on the wall —Dan.5

(5:1-2,5,13,16,25-31)

(1) The feast —5:14
*Who was Belshazzar?

- For many years he was declared not to be a historical char-
acter by liberal writers.

- He was the eldest son of Nabonidus, whose wife was the
daughter of Nebuchadnezzar. Her name was Nitocris.

- Nabonidus is given as the last king of Babylon. He spent
little time in the city, and left his son Belshazzar to do the
ruling while he retired to Arabia.

*We see the sacred vessels again (cf. 1:2b) —5:2—4

- They desecrated those vessels —5:4

(2) God’s handwriting —5:5-9
*A hand writing —5:5
*Notice the change that came on all at the feast —5:6-7

*The wise men failed again —5:8

(3) Daniel is called to interpret the writing —5:10-29

*Daniel is remembered by the queen —5:10-12
- This is Nebuchadnezzar’s daughter, Belshazzar’s mother.

- Notice her description of Daniel —5:11-12

*Daniel is summoned and promised greatness —5:13—-16
- Daniel would be third ruler in the kingdom. Belshazzar was
second. However, of what value would that promise be in
light of the message on the wall? —5:16, 25-29

*He refuses promotion and rebukes the king —5:17-23

- What Belshazzar knew that should have kept him from the
sin that he committed —5:18-22
Notice 5:20, 22

- Belshazzar had been defying the God of heaven —5:23
Cf. 4:17. A king who should have known is brought to
destruction. Another illustration of the truth presented in
Psalm 2, man’s open rebellion against God.

*His interpretation of the writing —5:24-29
- The kingdom would be divided and given to the Medes and
Persians. They are represented as the second kingdom in the
vision of Dan. 2 (2:32, 39).

- Daniel’s temporary promotion —5:29
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(4) Babylon falls

eBelshazzar is slain —5:30

—5:30-31

eDarius the Median (Mede) took the Kingdom. Cyrus was the
king of Persia. Darius was under Cyrus. —5:31

e Daniel 6:

—2. Inthe lion’s den
(6:1-3,7-10, 16, 22, 26-27)

—Dan. 6

* The message of this chapter: Steadfastness at all cost in
face of great jealousy.

e Daniel is now an old man. He has been in Babylon for a long
time. The captivity will soon be over.

(1) Daniel’s position in the kingdom —6:1-3
*How did Daniel become aleader in the Medo-Persian kingdom
after having been so important in Babylon?
— Cyrus instituted a policy of forbearance toward the former
officers and institutions of Babylon.

*120 princes
*3 presidents over them — Daniel was first among these.

*Daniel preferred above all presidents and princes,
“because an excellent spirit was in him.”

* The king thought to set Daniel over the whole realm.

—6:4-5
eFirst they examined his official life — he was faithful.

(2) Daniel’s blamelessness

*Then they turned to his spiritual life. —6:5

—6:6-9
*The plot was designed to use his spiritual faithfulness against
him.

(3) The conspiracy against Daniel

*Notice “all” in 6:7. That is, all except Daniel.
*They used flattery to lay a snare for the king, and for Daniel

(Prov. 29:5).
eDarius signed their decree not realizing what it would mean
for Daniel.
(4) Daniel’s steadfastness —6:10

-1. When is it right to defy the laws of men?

-2. We could ask, “But Daniel, why so openly?” [Windows
open]

-3. “ButDaniel, why couldn’tyou wait 30 days? That wouldn’t
hurt you!” — Look at Daniel 9:1, but be sure to take ac-
count for the time.

*Daniel would rather spend a night with lions than miss a single
time of prayer.
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Daniel

(5) The charges of the accusers — the sentence
—6:11-17

*They witnessed Daniel’s faithfulness and accused him to the
king —6:11-13

*The king’s displeasure with himself and his efforts to deliver
Daniel —6:14-15

eDefinition of the law of the Medes and Persians —6:12, 15

(6) The faith of Darius —6:16, 18-20
*The king’s words of confidence —6:16
*Notice how the king spent the night —6:18
*Darius showed faith even to call out to Daniel —6:20

*Can you imagine the headlines in the Babylon Gazette? “First
President Condemned to Death in Lion’s Den”?

Note: This is the story of a king and a president in a dilemma.
The “law and order” folks made no way out but by the direct
intervention of God. You see, these “presidents and princes”
were like some politicians of today, they made laws to their
own personal advantage, then they insist that those laws be
executed.

(7) Daniel’s deliverance —6:21-24
*What God did and why —6:22
*Why Daniel was saved —6:23
*The punishment of the accusers (presidents and princes) who
had been jealous of Daniel —6:24
(8) The far-reaching results of Daniel’s steadfastness
—6:25-27

*The decree and confession of Darius —6:25-27

* Cyrus is mentioned in Isa. 44 — 45 —6:28
- See Ezra 1:1-4
- Daniel prospered in the reign of these two men.

(3) Prophecies of World Empire —Dan.7-8

* Daniel divides into two sections:
-1. Personal dealings (History) —Dan. 1 — 6
-2. Prophetic dreams (Vision) —Dan 7 — 12

*Oliver Greene: “There is no portion of God’s holy Word
that seems difficult but what another portion somewhere
in the sixty-six books sheds light on that which seems hard
to understand.”
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Daniel

e Daniel 7:

—1. Vision of the four beasts and the Son of Man

—Dan.7

(7:1-8,11-14, 17, 23-27)

(1) This is Daniel’s vision —7:1

* A contrast to the image dream of Nebuchadnezzar which pres-
ents the Gentile view of these empires. This vision shows the
vicious nature of these world empires which has been evident
particularly in their treatment of the Jews down through the
centuries.

*The time of the vision: Before the events of Dan. 5, in the
first year of Belshazzar.

*Things to be seen in Dan. 7 which help Israel to understand
in the future:

-1.

-3.

(2) The vision

An understanding of the 4 empires (kings, v. 17 and
kingdoms, v. 23)
e Their origin — “the sea” —7:3
-Cf.Isa. 17:12; Rev. 17:15
- Also, see Rev. 13:1
* Their beastly nature —7:4-7
e Their diversity —7:3-7

. A special understanding of the fourth kingdom —7:7-8

¢ Dreadful, terrible, strong (“exceedingly”)
* Destructive
e Ten horns —7:7-8 [More later]
e The “little horn” —7:8
- This is the Antichrist
The judgment of these kingdoms by God —7:9-12, 26
* The scene in heaven — “the Ancient of days”
* The beast was slain —7:11

. The Kingdom of the “Son of Man” —7:13-14

¢ This is the “Stone” of 2:34, 44

* Reassurance — see 7:18

—7:2-14

*Daniel spoke — To the people?? To the king?? To the astrolo-
gers, Chaldeans and soothsayers?? This probably speaks of
his writing.

*The four winds — The Spirit of God striving with men? Is
this the key thought in God’s dealing with men through these
kings?

*The great sea — “Sea” in Scripture imagery stands for the
populace, the unorganized mass of mankind (Isa. 60:5; Mt.
13:47; Lk. 21:25; Rev. 13:1). —The New Scofield Reference
Bible, Oxford, 1967.
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Daniel 7:1-14 — What are the details of Daniel’s

vision?
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Daniel 7:15-28 — What is the interpretation and

how does it apply to us and our walk with

God?

Daniel 8 — In this vision of the ram and the he goat

what do we see about God and His working

with the nations?

Daniel

*Four beasts [Compare Daniel 2 — The 4 kingdoms]
-1. Babylon (7:4) — Like a lion with eagle’s wings [Dan. 2,
the head of gold]

-2. Medo-Persia (7:5) — Like a bear raised up on one side
[Dan. 2, breast and arms of silver]

-3. Greece (7:6) — Like a leopard with fowl’s wings. Do-
minion [Dan. 2, belly and thighs of brass]

-4. Rome (7:7) — A dreadful and terrible strong beast — not
at all like any natural creature. Probably described in Rev.

13 [Dan. 2, legs of iron, feet of iron and clay]

(3) The general interpretation —7:15-18
*Daniel grieved and troubled —7:15-16
* The interpretation stated concisely —7:17

*Then, reassurance —7:18

(4) The inquiry of Daniel —7:19-20
*His inquiry concerns the fourth beast and the little horn, this
is what troubled him (7:15-16).

(5) Further vision and interpretation —7:21-28

*Ten horns — Ten kings —see 7:24
- This corresponds to the 10 toes of Dan. 2

eLittle horn —7:24-25
- The Antichrist

- “a time and times and the dividing of time” —7:25
Three and one-half years of the Tribulation —Rev. 11:2—3(42
months, 1260 days); 12:6 (1260 days); 13:5 (42 months)

- Kingdom given to saints —7:27

This makes it personal and give incentive for godly living.

e Daniel 8:

—2. Vision of the ram and the he goat —Dan. 8
(8:3-8a, 8b-9, 12, 20-23)

¢ This is another vision of Daniel.
e Time: See 8:1 and relate the time to Dan. 7:1.

*Where? He was at Babylon but transported in vision to
Shushan —8:2
- Shushan, the capitol of the Medo-Persian Empire.

* Two animals are seen:

(1) The Ram —8:3-4
* One horn is higher
* Speaks of Media and Persia —8:20
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Daniel

(2) The he goat —8:5-8
¢ The four notable horns —8:8

- After Alexander’s death, his kingdom was divided into 4
parts.

(3) The little horn —8:9-14

* Then the “little horn,” Antiochus Epiphanes —8:9-12,
23-25

- Antiochus pictures the Antichrist

- The persecution by Antiochus lasted for 2,300 days, from 171
B.C. to Dec. 25, 165 B.C. when Judas Maccabeus cleansed the
Temple.

(4) The interpretation —8:15-25
-1. The ram identified —8:15-20
-2. The goat identified —8:21-22
-3. The little horn described —8:23-25

(5) Daniel’s reaction to the vision —8:26-27
* Daniel 9:
(4) Prophecy of the Seventy Weeks —Dan. 9
—1. The seventy years of desolation of Jerusalem
— Dan. 9:1-2

(See Jer. 25:11-12; 29:10)

* When this took place —9:1

- Compare Daniel 6 and Daniel’s faithfulness in prayer at that
time. This shows why it was so important for him to be faithful
every day.

¢ Daniel, a man of the book —9:2, 11, 13

e The time was up — would Israel be restored?

—2. Daniel's prayer of confession and petition

— Dan. 9:3-19
(9:5, 16, 19)

—9:3-15

*What about our prayers of public confession [litanies, etc.]?

- See I John 1:9 (personal!!!) We must confess individually,
because we are individually responsible for our sins.

(1) Confession

- Ours is a personal, not a collective responsibility to Christ.
He is our High Priest. We are believer-priests, and we must
confess our own sins.

eDaniel identified himself in his confession —9:5, etc.

*Ezek. 22:30 — Daniel is standing in the gap.
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Daniel 9:1-19 — What do we learn about con-

fession and prayer from Daniel’s prayer of

confession?
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Daniel 9:20-27 — In this prophecy of the seventy

weeks (sevens) of Israel’s future, what specific

details stand out?

Daniel

—9:16-19
*Notice Daniel’s desire for God’s glory —9:17-18

(2) Supplication

-3. The Seventy Weeks (sevens) of Israel’s future

— Dan. 9:20-27
(9:24,25-26a, 26b, 27)
* We see Gabriel again here —9:21
- Cf.Dan. 8:16
(1) Purpose of the 70 weeks: —9:24
-Negative:

-1. To finish the transgression — “to complete” (not
to atone as is sometimes thought)
* Re., the sort of transgressions that Daniel had been
confessing.

-2. To make an end of sins — “To seal up” — Israel’s
sins are brought to final judgment.

-3. To make reconciliation for iniquity — Calvary’s
cross!
* Cf.Zech. 12:10, where Daniel’s people will recognize
him.
-Positive:

-1. To bring in everlasting righteousness — When
Christ died, He provided not only for sin to be
removed, but for righteousness to be established
(granted) —Jer. 23:5-6

-2. Toseal up the vision and prophecy — All prophecy
shall be fulfilled.

-3. To anoint the Most Holy — The “holy of holies,”
the Millennial Temple — or the Messiah — both
will be anointed in the Millennium. There is the
reentrance of the Shekinah-glory into the Temple
—Ezek. 43:1-5.

*This is for Daniel’s people (Israel) and Jerusalem
—9:24a
Daniel had just prayed for both. A fixed period of time
was determined for them — it was not the ending of
the 70 years, but would rather be at the end of the 70
“sevens” (weeks) —cf.9:11, 11, etc.

*The 70 “sevens” cover 490 years.

* The 70 weeks began with “the going forth of the com-
mandment to restore and to build Jerusalem —9:25
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Daniel

- Compare Nehemiah 2:1-8

Note: At least 4 decrees are recorded in the Scriptures:
-1. Of Cyrus to rebuild the Temple —Ezra. 1:1-4; 6:1-5
-2. Of Darius, confirming that of Cyrus —Ezra. 6:6-12
-3. Of Artaxerxes —Ezra 7:11-16

-4. Of Artaxerxes to Nehemiah to rebuild the city —Neh.
2:1-8

(2) The three distinct periods of the 70 weeks:

-1. 7weeks (49 years) — This took up through the time of
Malachi and the completion of the Old Testament

-2. 62 weeks (434 years) until the Messiah is cut off —
THE CROSS

* At the end of the first 69 weeks (483 years), two

events:

-1. Messiah cut off

-2. Thepeople of “the prince that shall come” shall destroy
the city and the sanctuary — this happened in 70 A.D.
when the Romans again conquered Jerusalem and
totally destroyed the Temple and the city scattering
all the people far and wide.

3.1 week (7 years) — The Great Tribulation, which is
divided into halves: Three and one-half years, 1,260
days, 42 months

* At the beginning of the 70th week a covenant will
be made for one week (7 years) with many of the
Israelites.

* At the midpoint of the last 7 years the covenant will
be broken. He (Antichrist) shall cause the sacrifice
and the oblation to cease, and the Abomination of
Desolation will be set up (Rev. 13:15-18).

(5) Final Visions and Prophecies —Dan. 10-12
e Daniel 10:
—1. Vision of the man clothed in linen — Dan.
10

(10:2-3,5-6, 11-12, 19-21)

¢ The time of this event —10:1-3

- Consider how long Daniel had been praying and fasting
—10:2-3

- Notice when God’s answer started on its way —10:12—13
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Daniel 10 — What significant insights into prayer

do we receive from this account of Daniel’s

prayer life?
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Daniel

eJesus Christ preincarnate (A Christophany) appeared

—10:5-9

- Cf. Isa. 6:1-4; Ezek. 1:25-28. See also Acts 9:3 and Rev.
1:9-16.

- Notice the resemblance between this person and the one of Rev.
1:12-17

- Notice the effect this had on Daniel (who was a righteous man)
—10:7-9. Then see Isa. 6:5; Ezek. 1:28; Acts 9:4; Rev. 1:17

- An angel is introduced in 10:10. The vision of Christ resumes
in 10:16. See 10:18 to further distinguish the two personages.

*How Daniel is regarded in the heavenly sphere —10:10—
11

*Now, random thoughts through the chapter:

(1) The principalities and powers in heavenly places
—10:13,20-21
*Eph. 6:12 (3:10)
Il Kings 6:15-17
*Psalm 34:7

(2) What does prayer cost? —10:12-13

*How should this vision and the conflicts depicted in it encour-
age us to importunity in prayer? (Luke 18)

*Prayer today is through the victorious Christ
- Eph. 1:18-23 (His victory)
- Col. 2:15

*“We must persist” —
-1. IN view of the importance of our prayers

-2. In view of the war in heaven — the forces which resist

God’s will
-3. In view of the sureness of God’s answer (I John 5:14—
15)
(3) The KEY to the vision —10:14
(4) How great a need for men of prayer like Daniel
—10:15-21
*Think how you can improve your own personal devotional
life.

*Daniel stood in the gap before a holy God.

—2. Vision onward to the time of the end
—Dan. 11-12
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Daniel

e Daniel 11:

+ 1. Four more Persian kings —11:1-2
(11:2)

* Again, notice the time of this event —11:1

* Yet 3 kings of Persia —11:2
-1.Cambysus — 529-522 B.C.
-2. Gautama (“Pseudo-Smerdis”) — 522-521 B.C.

-3. Darius I (“Hystaspis”) — 521-486 B.C.

- He is the Darius of Ezra 4:24. Also called “Darius the
Great.”

-4. Xerxes — 486—465 B.C. “And the fourth ... against the
realm of Grecia” —11:2

- Thisis Xerxes I (“Longimannus”). — He is the “Ahasuerus”
of Esther 1:1 (husband of Esther).

* 2. A mighty king —11:3-4
e Alexander —11:3
*Kingdom broken and divided 4 ways —11:4
- This division is mentioned in Dan. 8:8, 22

- Note: The predictions of the struggles of the kings of the Grecian
empire which follow are historically accurate.

« 3. Wars between south and north —11:5-20
(11:11)

e See DANIEL 11 AND HISTORY, included in these notes. It gives
a detailed account of the historicity of these verses which Daniel
gave beforehand.

* 4. Avile person —11:21-35
(11:21,31)

* Antiochus Epiphanes — a forerunner of Antichrist

- “Abomination of Desolation” (8:11-13) —11:31
— Cf. Matt. 24:15

+ 5. The “Anti-God” —11:36-45
(11:36-38, 45)

*He is the king who “shall do according to his will”
—11:36
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Daniel 11:1-35 — In this prophecy focusing on the

turmoil of the Middle East during the years

between Malachi and Matthew what do we

see about God Himself?

Daniel 11:36-45 — This prophecy shifts to the

Great Tribulation (see chapter 12). How is this

“Anti-God” leader set forth in this passage?
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Daniel 12:1 — Why does Michael fit in so often

here in the book of Daniel?

Daniel 12:2-3 — From these two verses what do

we learn about the future resurrection and our

preparation for it?

Daniel 12:4—13 — What final instructions does God

five here concerning Daniel’s visions?

Daniel

e Three things are said about his attitude toward God —
11:36-38

-1. He shall magnify himself above every god — and speak
marvelous things against the God of gods.

-2. He shall not regard the God of his fathers. This probably
indicates that he will be of Jewish extraction.

-3. He shall honor the god of forces. —11:38

* The last campaign —11:40-45

e Daniel 12:

+ 6. The deliverance of Israel —12:1-13

(12:1-3,4,9, 13)

o ..atthattime” — When? Atthe time of the events recorded
in 11:36—45. The time of the Great Tribulation. —12:1

e Michael —10:13;Jude 9; Rev. 12:7 — He stands for Israel.
—12:1

* Prophecy of the resurrections—12:2-3
- Notice 12:3 — the wise!

* Questions concerning the Great Tribulation —12:4—13
- Duration of this Tribulation — 1 + 2 + 1/2 = 3-1/2 years
—12:7
- The period of Tribulation is marked by the “abomination that
maketh desolate” (11:31). How we know this was not fulfilled
before Christ’s first coming — see Matt. 24:15-22.

- The End Time is the time for which the book of Daniel was
written —12:4, 9.

- This is significant!\
- Contrast Dan. 12:9 with Rev. 22:10
- Daniel’s attitude about the conversion of the world —12:10

- Daniel lived to see the first remnant return under Zerubbabel
—Dan. 10:1 and Ezra 1:1

THE END OF DANIEL
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